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This book is dedicated to Christa,

From lkea to Disney and all the shared
moments that | see when | stare into the
fleeting grains within the hourglass. Your
time is the most precious gift you have ever
given to me.

- J
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Introduction

This volume comprises a chronological history of the life and games of Harry Nelson Pillsbury
from 1900 until his death in 1906. This work is not a narrative biography, but is, what I hope will
be considered, the quintessential reference compendium on Pillsbury’s life and games. Contained
within these pages is every chess and checker game that could be located, along with what | hope
can be considered a definitive history of Pillsbury’s career as a player. I have tried to limit
similar items to those that offered something new, be it a conflicting set of results, people
involved, quotes from Pillsbury, observations made about his performances, etc.

| have restricted my observations and comments to sections highlighted in blue boxes. All other
material is from the source noted within each block of text. The information presented is nearly
verbatim with some slight changes being introduced for formatting and punctuation where | have
deemed it necessary for clarity.

While | have attempted to correct the names (or initials) of those that came into contact with
Pillsbury, based upon the best available sources at my disposal, |1 have chosen not to correct
cases where Pillsbury is identified as Henry by the press. Traditionally, Harry is a nickname for
Henry, but in Pillsbury’s case it would appear the press had decided to confer upon Harry the
more formal sounding Henry appellation. | have found no complaint or request of a retraction by
Pillsbury during his lifetime, so I’'m presuming he accepted that nom de plume without issue.

| have used the term “Blink Simultaneous” for events where Pillsbury initiated play sans voir for
a specific number of moves, announced beforehand, and then converted over to a peripatetic
exhibition. This type of format became a standard item offered by Pillsbury to showcase his
blindfold skills, but in a condensed time frame when compared to the time taken for a full-length
Blindfold Simultaneous performance.

Chess games are presented in algebraic notation and checker games are given in their traditional
numeric notation. If | were presenting a small number of checker games | would have been
tempted to convert the moves over to a chess-hybrid format, but given the large number of
checker games contained within these pages it seemed almost criminal to alter the notation.

Game headers are sequentially numbered, regardless of the type of game, and are provided as an
easy reference for the reader in identifying games herein contained.

| present translations for small reports given in French, German, Hungarian, and Russian, as a
convenience to the reader. However, for larger reports and articles | have left the material in its
native form.

The following guides on the next three pages for checkers, chess and steeple (salta) are provided
to familiarize the reader with the notation system used in each game and should not be
considered as tutorials for those games. However, they should provide enough instruction to
allow the reader to play over the games contained in this volume.

I hope this book brings the reader hours of enjoyment,
-Nick Pope

P.S. In a work as massive as this | fully expect errors to occur. | have parsed this material several
times in the hope of minimizing such occurrences, but in all honesty, | suspect errors will be
found. Your humble compiler would appreciate notification of any such errors so that corrections
can be made for subsequent editions.

If you enjoy this work, please consider donating to help fund future chess research projects:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted button i1id=9MAMTVIGKQF6N
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Checker Basics

Checker Basics

The identification of squares used in the
game of checkers is based upon a
consecutive numbering system starting at
the top of the board (see diagram at the left).

In many publications, including this book,
the square colors are inverted for contrast
purposes. In actual play the lower-right
corner should be a white square as it is in a
properly configured game of chess.
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The starting position for a game of checkers.

Men can move one square diagonally
towards the opponent’s side of the board.
Capturing is compulsory and is achieved by
jumping over the opposing piece(s) until that
Man can no longer jump; so multiple
captures are possible.

If a piece makes it to the opponent’s home
row it is promoted to a King. Kings can
move forward or backward, but follow the
same rules for capturing as a Man.

In the game of checkers Black moves first.
An example of the notation for an initial
sequence of moves for a typical Single
Corner opening:

1.11-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18

Winning is achieved by capturing all of your
opponent’s  pieces or by leaving your
opponent with no legal moves.




Chess Basics

Chess Basics
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Chess uses an alpha-numeric identification
system for squares. Letters a-h denote the
column and numbers 1-8 denote the row.

Each side starts the game with eight pawns
placed along the 2nd and 7th rows, two
rooks placed on the corner squares of the
board, two bishops placed next to the queens
and kings, two knights placed between the
rooks and bishops, one queen placed on dl1
and d8, and one king placed on el and e8.

Leaving your opponent with no legal move
(called stalemate) results in a draw and not a
win as it is in checkers.
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Kings move one square in any direction.
Queens move any number of squares in any
direction. Rooks can move any number of
squares vertically or horizontally. Bishops
can move any number of squares diagonally.
Knights move by jumping over pieces and
landing (or capturing) on the destination
square. Pawns can move one or two squares
vertically on their first move and then one
move vertically for all other moves. Pawns
capture pieces by moving one square
diagonally towards the opponent’s side of
the board. If a pawn moves two squares
initially and bypasses an enemy pawn that
could have normally captured it if it had
only moved one square, the opponent on his
turn is granted a one-time immediate option
of capturing that pawn, called an enpassant
capture, on the following move.
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In chess, White moves first. An example of
the notation for an initial sequence of moves
for a typical Italian opening:

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.0-0 d6

The notation 0-0 (or 0-0-0) indicates a one
time castling maneuver where the king is
moved to the g-square (or c-square) and the
flanking rook moving to the f-square (or d-
square).

Winning is achieved by checkmating your
opponents king, i.e. attacking the king such
that he has no escape, either by capturing the
attacking piece or by moving out of the
attack.
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Steeple

Steeple Basics

Steeple is played on a 10x10 board where
the identification of squares is achieved by
using an alpha-numeric diagonal-row
coordinate system where €0 is the lower-left
corner and €9 is the upper-right corner of the
board (see diagram at left).

There are three groups of pieces in steeple:
suns, moons and stars. Each group has five
members, identified by the number of
symbols on the piece.

Suns can move 1 square per turn.
Moons can move 1 or 2 squares per turn.
Stars can move 1, 2 or 3 squares per turn.

The starting position of a game of steeple
consists of three rows of pieces for each
side. The row closest to the edge of the
board contains the stars, the second row the
moons and the third row the suns.

Pieces can only move forward when in their
own territory, but are allowed backward
movement when in the opponent’s half of
the board. Jumping an opponent’s piece is
normally mandatory (there are exceptions,
see appendix for full Steeple rules). You
may also jump over your own pieces when
they are located in the opponent’s half of the
board.

0 0 ® 80 &
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In steeple, White moves first. Each piece is
represented by a letter and number; S for
suns, L for moons and E for stars, followed
by the number of symbols on each piece.
The steeple notation system is piece
followed by the destination square or an (s)
which indicates a forced jump over an
opposing piece. An example of the notation
for an initial opening sequence of moves:

1.55-h3 S2-¢6 2.L4-g3 L3-d6 3.L4-e5 L3-(s)
4.L4-d5 S2-(s)

Winning is achieved by moving all of your
pieces to the corresponding starting squares
on the opponent’s side of the board, i.e.
white’s S1 from e0 to a9, etc. Scoring for a
win is based on counting the number of
moves remaining for your opponent to fill
up his opponent’s squares with his own
pieces.
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Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

January, 1900

1900.01.01 Mon: St. Louis, MO

e Afternoon: Simultaneous (St. Louils Chess Club)
7 games: 7 chess [+3=2-2]

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (Office Men's Club)
9 games: 9 chess (one known loss, one known win)

Some interesting contests will take place in the old quarters of the club during the present week,
when Pillsbury, the champion chess and checker player of the world, will meet the best talent of
the club. On Tuesday and Thursday he will meet Max Judd, a member of the club, and possibly
the best amateur player of those games in the city. Pillsbury will also give exhibitions of playing

blindfolded and of playing several games at the same time.
St. Louis Republic, Early Edition, 1900.01.02, p10

Chess Champion Pillsbury found St. Louis chess players more or less worthy of his very best
efforts yesterday. At the St. Louis Chess Club, where he filled an afternoon engagement.
Mr. Pillsbury played eleven [sic; ten] players on seven tables, and won three games, lost two and
drew two.

Table No. 1, Ben Foster, won.

Table No. 2, Ed Schrader and Ben Walsh, won.
Table No. 3, McNair, drew.

Table No. 4, Woodruff and Holman, drew.
Table No. 5, Widen, lost.

Table No. 6, Hogan and Davidson, lost.

Table No. 7, Robbins, lost.

In the evening Mr. Pillsbury played eighteen opponents on nine tables at the Office Men’s Club,
No. 2727 Olive street. Up to the time of going to press only two games had been decided. Of
them the champion lost one and won the other. At table No. 2 Messrs. Holman, Colby and
Bouton, the municipal trio, were badly beaten. At table No. 6 Messrs. Fick, Reis and McConiga
tripped up the nimble brain of the great master in fine style, and put him out colder than McCoy

laid Maher. Mr. Pillsbury resigned. In this engagement Mr. Pillsbury played blindfolded.
St. Louis Republic, Early Edition, 1900.01.02, p4

The following three games could be from the Monday evening blindfold simultaneous
performance. According to the Saint Louis Public Library their file copy of the St. Louis Globe-
Democrat is wanting issues for January 1st through the 4th. More research is desired.

Following are two of the games won by local players against the chess champion during the
week. In all cases, of course, Mr. Pillsbury was either playing many games simultaneously or

playing blindfold against his opponents:
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, Part Fourth, p5

Date: 1900.01 (647)
Site: USA St. Louis, MO

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Finch + Hogan,JG + Whittier,CT

Opening: [D06] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 ¢5 3.dxc5 Nc6 4.c4 d4 5.e3
e5 6.exd4 exd4 7.a3 Bxch5 8.b4 Bb6 9.c5

g4+ 39.Kf4 c5 40.Bxc5 Rxc5 41.Rxd3+
Ke6 42.f3 Rc4+ 43.Ke3 Rxa4 44.fxg4 hxg4

Bc7 10.Bb2 Bg4 11.Be2 Bxf3 12.Bxf3
Qe7+ 13.Kf1l Be5 14.Nd2 Qe6 15.Rcl a6
16.Nc4 Rd8 17.Qa4 Nge7 18.b5 axb5
19.Qxb5 Rd7 20.Nxe5 Qxe5 21.Rel Qc7
22.Bxc6 bxc6 23.Qb6 Qxb6 24.cxb6 Kd8
25.a4 Rd5 26.g3 h5 27.Kg2 Nf5 28.Rbl
Kd7 29.b7 Rb8 30.Bcl Nd6 31.Bf4 Rxb7
32.Rxb7+ Nxb7 33.Rbl Na5 34.Kf3 f6
35.Ke4 d3 36.Rd1 g5 37.Be3 f5+ 38.Kf3

45.Kf2 Nc4 46.Rc3 Ke5 47.Rc2 Kd4
48.Re2 Ra3 49.Kg2 Rf3 50.h3 Ne3+
51.Kh2 Nfl+ 52.Kg2 Nxg3 53.hxg4 fxg4
54.Ra2 Ne4 55.Rad4+ Ke3 56.Ra3+ Kf4
57.Ra2 g3 58.Ra8 Rf2+ 59.Kgl Rc2
60.Rf8+ Ke3 61.Re8 Kf3 62.Rf8+ Kg4
63.Rg8+ Ng5 64.Khl Kf4 65.Rf8+ Ke3
66.Re8+ Kf2 67.Re2+ Kxe2 0-1

St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, Part Fourth, p5
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Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Date: 1900.01

Site: USA St. Louis, MO
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: McFarland,HE + Bird,JC
Opening: [C26] Vienna

(648)

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.g3 Bc5 4.Bg2 d6 5.d3
h6 6.Na4 Bg4 7.Ne2 Nbd7 8.h3 Be6
9.Nxc5 Nxc5 10.Be3 Qe7 11.0-0 Qd7
12.Kh2 Nh7 13.f4 exf4 14.gxf4 g6 15.Ng3
5 16.Bxc5 dxc5 17.exf5 gxf5 18.Bxb7 Rb8
19.Bf3 Kd8 20.b3 Nf6 21.Qd2 h5 22.Qe3
Ng4+ 23.hxg4 hxgd+ 24.Kgl gxf3 25.Rxf3
Bd5 26.Qe5 Re8 27.Qf6+ Kc8 28.Rff1 Rb6

29.Qh4 Qg7 30.Rfel Rbe6 31.Kfl Re3
32.Rxe3 Rxe3 33.Kf2 Rf3+ 34.Ke2 Rxg3
35.Rfl Rg2+ 36.Rf2 Qg4+ 37.Qxg4 Rxg4
38.c4 Bc6 39.Kd2 Rg2 40.Rxg2 Bxg2
41.Ke3 Kd7 42.d4 Kd6 43.dxc5+ Kxc5
44 Kd3 Kb6 45.Kc3 a5 46.b4 axbd+
47.Kxb4 c6 48.a4 Kc7 49.Kc5 Kb7 50.Kb4

Ka6 51.c¢5 Bd5 52.Ka3 Ka5 0-1
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, Part Fourth, p5

Following is a game which Mr. Pillsbury lost. It was one of the prettiest of the week:

St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, Part Fourth, p5

Date: 1900.01

Site: USA St. Louis, MO
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition
White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Fick,O

Opening: [DO7] Chigorin

(649)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 Nc6 3.Nf3 e6 4.Nc3 Nf6 5.Bg5
Be7 6.e3 0-0 7.Bd3 a6 8.cxd5 exd5 9.Bxf6
Bxf6 10.Qb3 Ne7 11.Qc2 Kh8 12.h4 h6
13.Ng5 g6 14.Nf3 c6 15.Ne5 c5 16.Qe2
Bxe5 17.dxe5 Qa5 18.Kf1 f5 19.h5 g5 20.f4

g4 21.Kf2 Be6 22.g3 Rad8 23.Qc2 d4
24.exd4 c4 25.Be2 Rxd4 26.Radl Qcb5
27.Kg2 Nd5 28.Qcl Nxc3 29.bxc3 Bd5+
30.Kh2 Rxd1 0-1

St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, Part Fourth, p5

1900.01.02 Tue: St. Louis, MO (St. Louis Chess Club)

e Morning: Simultaneous (8 boards)
8 games: 8 chess [+7=0-1]

e Evening: First game with Judd (Office Men's Club)
1 game: 1 chess [+0=0-1]

| suspect Powell had also won a game in the blindfold simultaneous played on January 1st.

At the St. Louis Chess Club, in the Emilie building, yesterday morning, Pillsbury the great chess
player, played the following eight men at one sitting: Lick [sic; Fick], Davidson, Schrader,
Juehne, Powell, Hallen [sic; Haller], Cline and McConiga. Powell lives at Springfield, Ill., and
came down from the Illinois capital for the sole purpose of meeting the champion. He went home
last night the happiest man in the world for he won both of his games. Pillsbury was not at his
best, but he had but little trouble in defeating all except Powell.

Last night Pillsbury met Max Judd, the St. Louis expert, at the Office Men’s Club. The

St. Louisan won after fifty-one moves.
St. Louis Republic, Late Edition, 1900.01.03, p4

1900.01.03 Wed: St. Louils, MO (Office Men's Club)
e Evening: Simultaneous
31 games: 23 chess [+18=1-3~1], 8 checkers [+3=3-2]

The Brooklyn Eagle gives the “official” checker games total as [+2=3-1], which apparently does
not include the additional games played by Gross (Pillsbury won) and Brown (Pillsbury lost).

Mr. Pillsbury was in fine form last night. Of the twenty-one games out of the forty arranged for
last night, finished up to time of going to press, he lost only one, that to the local “Boy Wonder,”
Schrader. Of the checker games he lost two and drew three. All this work was simultaneous.

14




Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

To-night Mr. Pillsbury will play simultaneously against all comers at the Mercantile Club, and
the public is invited to attend. He will also give an exhibition of his special feat of calling
numbered words when the number is given him, a very difficult accomplishment. In the
afternoon he will play Max Judd chess at the St. Louis Chess Club in the Emilie building.

Chess.

Spencer lost.
Foster lost.
Woodward adjourned.
Holman lost.

Haller lost.
Schrader won.
Whittier lost.
Hogan lost.
Bienenstok lost.
Fick lost.

Lynch and Nolte lost.
Cowdery lost.

Moise lost.

Nix lost.

Fox lost.

Burgess, Sr., lost.
Spedding and Downman lost.
Juehne drew.
Epstein lost.

Drew lost.
McFarland won.
Finch lost.

Dryden lost.

Checker Games.

Gross lost one, drew one.
Feagan won.

Colby draw.

Kidd draw.

Brown won one, lost one.
Rooks lost.

St. Louis Republic, Late Edition, 1900.01.04, p5 (courtesy Saint Louis Public Library)

Champion Pillsbury was pitted against twenty-nine opponents at the Office Men’s Club in St.
Louis on Wednesday, twenty-three at chess and the remainder at checkers. He won 18, lost 3,

drew 1 and adjourned 1 at chess and won 2, lost 1 and drew 3 at checkers.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.01.05, p14

Mr. Feagan of the Reed Checker Club has the pleasure of winning a game from the champion

early in the week.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.14, Part Fourth, p5

Date: 1900.01.03 (650)
Site: USA St. Louis, MO

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

Black: Feagan,PH

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [120] Single Corner

Annotations: St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat

1.11-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.12-16 29-25
4.16-20 18-14 5.9x18 23x14 6.10x17 21x14
7.8-11 24-19 8.4-8 25-22 9.6-10 27-23
10.10x17 22x13 11.8-12 30-25 12.2-6 25-21
13.11-16 31-27 14.7-10 26-22 15.10-14
22-18 16.6-10 18x9 17.5x14 13-9 18.3-7
21-17

White gives away a piece in

expectation of recovering it later.

This sacrifice, however, loses.
19.14x21 9-6 20.7-11 6-2 21.11-15 28-24
22.21-25 2-7 23.25-30 7x14 24.30-26 19x10

25.26x28 27-23 26.28-24 23-18 27.24-19

10-7 28.20-24 7-2 29.24-27
Mr. Pillsbury here remarked: “I
thought you might move the king.”

29...32x23 30.19x26 2-7 31.16-20 (36), 1-0
The game was stubbornly contested
to the thirty-sixth move by the white
side, but Mr. Pillsbury’s antagonist
was too strong. At this point the
question was which was best, to give
away a piece, or to be forced to lose
at least one piece within a few

moves.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.14, Part Fourth, p5
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Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

1900.01.04 Thu: St. Louis, MO

e Afternoon: Second game with Judd started
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (Mercantile Club)

8 games: 8 chess [+7=0-1]

Date: 1900.01.04

Site: USA St. Louis, MO
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition
White: NN

Black: Pillsbury,HN

(651)

Opening: <Nb8> (Odds of queen’s knight and move)

1..Qf30-1

This threatened mate, as White’s
bishop was penned in and any other
move than 2.Qxf3 would have
resulted in 2...Qd1#. If White played
2.Qxf3 Black responded, 2...exf3.
This forced the loss to White of both
knights and a position from which
there is no escape.

St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, Part Fourth, p5 (colors reversed in diagram)

The game between Mr. Pillsbury and Max Judd yesterday afternoon was adjourned, and they will
finish it this afternoon and begin a new game tonight at the Office Men’s Club.

St. Louis Republic, Early Edition, 1900.01.05, p4

Date: 1900.01.04 & 1900.01.05

Site: USA St. Louis, MO (Office Men’s Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Match Game 2
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Judd,Max

Opening: [D08] Albin

(652)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e5 3.dxe5 d4 4.a3 Nc6 5.Nf3
Bg4 6.Bf4 Nge7 7.Nbd2 Ng6 8.Bg3 Be7
9.Nb3 d3 10.exd3 Ngxe5 11.d4 Nxf3+
12.gxf3 Bh5 13.d5 Nb8 14.Be2 0-0 15.0-0
Nd7 16.f4 Bxe2 17.Qxe2 Re8 18.Rfel Nf6
19.Qf3 Qd7 20.f5 b5 2l.cxb5 Qxb5
22.Bxc7 Qxd5 23.Qxd5 Nxd5 24.Be5 Bf8
25.Radl Ne7 26.f6 Ng6 27.Bc3 Reb8
28.Na5 Rb5 29.b4 Rc8 30.Bd4 Nh4 31.Red

Nf3+ 32.Kg2 Nxd4 33.Rexd4 Rg5+ 34.Kfl
gxf6 35.Rd8 Rc3 36.R1d3 Rcl+ 37.Ke2
Rc2+ 38.Rd2 Rc3 39.R8d3 Re5+ 40.Kd1l
Rc7 41.Rd8 Rg5 42.R2d7 Rgl+ 43.Kd2
Rccl 44.Nb3 Rcd1+ 45.Kc3 Rxd7 46.Rxd7
Rg2 47.Rxa7 Rxh2 48.b5 Rxf2 49.b6 Kg7
50.b7 Bd6 51.Ra8 Ra2 52.a4 h5 53.a5 h4
54.a6 Be5+ 55.Nd4 Ra4 56.Kb3 Rxd4

57.a7 Rd3+ 58.Kc2 Rg3 59.b8Q 1-0
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.06, p7

Chess Champion Pillsbury, blindfolded played eight opponents at one sitting at the Mercantile
Club last night, and won seven games. S. A. Burgess, a student at Washington University, was
the only player to win a game. He finished in professional style, after twenty-two moves. He
played excellent chess all the way through, and was complimented on his good work by the
champion. A list of Pillsbury’s opponents, and the result of their efforts, follow:

. Galt, lost.

. Boyd, lost.

. Colby, lost.

A. H. Robbins, lost.

Judge Bond, lost.

Wayman C. McCreery, lost.
Christopher Dougherty, lost.
S. A. Burgess, won.

o H n
T W

St. Louis Republic, Early Edition, 1900.01.05, p4

16



Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Date: 1900.01.04 (653)
Site: USA St. Louis, MO (Mercantile Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Burgess,SA

Opening: [C36] King’s Gambit

1.e4 e5 2.f4 d5 3.exd5 exf4 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.c4 16.n3 Bxe2 17.Nxe2 Nh5 18.Rf3 Ne5
c6 6.dxc6 Nxc6 7.d4 Bd6 8.Be2 b6 9.Nc3 19.Rf2 Bc5 20.Rxf4 Nxd3 21.Qxd3 Rxe2
0-0 10.0-0 a6 11.d5 Ne7 12.Nd4 Qc7 0-1

13.Kh1l Ng6 14.Bd3 Bg4 15.Nce2 Rae8
Supplement to the Illustrated London News, 1900.02.03, p4 (courtesy Jack O’Keefe)

One of the prettiest bits of strategy ever seen on a chess board was in a handicap game played at
the St. Louis Chess Club Thursday with a local amateur, to whom he conceded knight and move.
When two pieces behind he forced an exchange of queens which made a mate inevitable.

Following is the position which existed at the crucial point in the game.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, Part Fourth, p5

1900.01.05 Fri: St. Louis, MO

Afternoon: 30 word memory exhibition (Mercantile Club)
Afternoon: Finished 2nd game with Judd (Mercantile Club)
Evening: 3rd game with Judd (Office Men's Club)

Chess Champion Pillsbury had another easy time of it yesterday, winning the adjourned game
with Mr. Judd and defeating that same gentleman in the third game of their match played last
night. He began the night with his wonderful memory test, which served as a prelude to the
continuation of the match with Mr. Judd. The reserved room of the Mercantile Club was
overfilled with club members and chess enthusiasts when Mr. Pillsbury came in shortly before
2 o'clock. His memory test consists of memorizing thirty numbered words and then calling off,
as requested, the corresponding word to any given number or vice versa. The words chosen
yesterday were names of well-known citizens of the city and the test was therefore harder than
where more ordinary nouns were used. In the latter case, a word can be fixed in the memory by
associating it with an idea, but in the case of a name of a stranger this aid is gone. The names
given were nothing, so far as he was concerned, but meaningless words, but despite this
difficulty, he recalled them without trouble.

The names chosen, which were numbered in consecutive order, were Boyd, Nichols, Specht,
Manny, Spencer, Harper, Newman, French, Bulwer, Anthony, Miller, Ellison, Finkenbeiner,
Henry, Zimmerman, Wakely, Townsend, Pratt, Allen, Ware, Jones, Knapp, Stephens, Noonan,
Neidringhaus, Wright, Coffin, Case, Blackmer and Woerheide. Only one name seemed to give
him trouble, that of Mr. Finkenbeiner. When it was called for by number, he gave the first two
syllables correctly and the last has “heimer,” which was the way he seemed to understand it at
the outset. As either name or number was called, he promptly gave its complement. The nearest
to a mistake he came was once when French, No, 8 on the list, was called for. He gave it as
No. 7, but immediately corrected himself and gave it correctly, adding “No. 7 is Newman.” After
the names and numbers had been called back to him and no more were to be asked, he repeated
the thirty names seriatim, in the order in which they had been given to him.

The game with Mr. Judd was then resumed with Mr. Pillsbury, as noted in yesterday’s Globe-
Democrat, having an advantage in position which he promptly pressed. He was enabled to

advance his knight’s pawn and force it into royalty, whereupon Mr. Judd resigned.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.06, p7 (courtesy Saint Louis Public Library)

Champion Pillsbury won two games of chess yesterday from Max Judd, the St. Louis expert, at
the Office Men’s Club. The afternoon game was adjourned from the night before.

Pillsbury won both games through his superior manipulation of the pawns.
St. Louis Republic, Late Edition, 1900.01.06, p4

The third game of the series was played in the evening at the Office Men’s Club. To a Ruy
Lopez opening, most of the pieces were soon exchanged and the game finally developed into a
struggle for the advancement of the pawns. Mr. Pillsbury showed superior tactical ability, and on

his forty-sixth move queened his bishop’s pawn and Mr. Judd gave up. The game follows:
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.06, p7
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Date: 1900.01.05

Site: USA St. Louis, MO (Office Men’s Club)
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Match Game 3
White: Judd,Max

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C65] Spanish

(654)

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.d3 Bc5
5.Nc3 0-0 6.Bg5 h6 7.Bh4 Re8 8.Nd5 Be7
9.Nxe7+ Qxe7 10.0-0 d6 11.h3 Kh7
12.Bxf6 Qxf6 13.Bxc6 bxc6 14.Nh2 g5
15.Ng4 Qg6 16.Ne3 5 17.exf5 Bxf5 18.Qf3
Bd7 19.Qe4 Rab8 20.b3 Qxe4 21.dxed a5
22.a4 Be6 23.Rfd1l Rb4 24.f3 Rf8 25.Rd3

Rfb8 26.Kf2 Kg6 27.Ke2 c5 28.Rc3 h5
29.Nd5 Bxd5 30.exd5 Rd4 31.Rd1l Kif5
32.Re3 Rxdl 33.Kxdl Kf4 34.Ke2 Kg3
35.Kf1 Rf8 36.Kgl Rf4 37.c3 c4 38.b4
axb4 39.cxb4 Rd4 40.f4+ Kxf4 41.Rf3+
Ke4 42.Rf7 c¢3 43.Rxc7 Rd1+ 44.Kh2 Kd3
45.b5 ¢2 46.b6 c1Q 47.Rxcl Rxcl 0-1

St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.06, p7

1900.01.06 Sat: St. Louils, MO

e Afternoon: Offhand games (St. Louis Chess Club)

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (Office Men's Club)
12 games: 12 chess [+9=3-0]

This is the last day of Mr. Pillsbury’s visit. He will engage in the usual off-hand games at the St.
Louis Chess Club this afternoon and this evening at the Office Men’s Club will repeat his

wonderful exhibition of blindfold, simultaneous chess.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.06, p7

Last night, at the Office Men’s Club, Pillsbury gave an exhibition of blindfolded, simultaneous
chess-playing in twelve games presided over by some of the best players in the city. At several of
the tables there were more than one player, and at one of them, Mrs. Burgess, assisted by several
others, was in charge of the board. Notwithstanding the number of those opposed to him and the
handicap he was under on account of not being able to see the game, Pillsburg [sic] not only held
his own, but won most of his games. One of the features of the evening was the presence of quite
a number of ladies, a special room being set apart for their use. Among those who assisted Mrs.
Burgess were Mrs. Bouton, Mrs. Goldstein and Mrs. Fitzgerald, and all of them took a lively
interest in the playing.

Another feature was the playing of Schrader, who undertook to play one of the games
blindfolded, but had to resign before he had gone very far. Not only did Pillsbury have little
trouble in naming the correct move without any delay, but he also gave several exhibitions of his
wonderful memory. In the game which he played against Spedding and Taussig he forced the
pair to resign, and, after doing so, named correctly the positions of every piece still on the board.
In his game against Bird, he indicated a mate three moves before it happened and directed the
movement of both his own and his opponent’s men. [...]

The games last night resulted as follows:

No. 1. Mrs. Burgess, drew.

No. 2. Haller, lost.

No. 3. Boyd, lost.

No. 4. Schrader, lost.

No. 5. Charmer, lost.

No. 6. Hogan and Whittier, lost.
No. 7. Bouton, Sr., drew.

No. 8. Spedding and Taussig, lost.

No. 9. Nix, lost.
No. 10. Juehne and Finnegan, lost.
No. 11. Spencer, drew.
No. 12. Bird, lost.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, p14

Following is the game which Mrs. S. R. Burgess succeeded in drawing against Pillsbury, on the
occasion of his blindfold contests the last night of his visit here. Mrs. Burgess opened and

developed the game herself, but in its end stages had help:
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.21, Part Fourth, p5
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Date: 1900.01.06
Site: USA St. Louis, MO

(655)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 1)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Burgess,SR (Mrs) + Bouton,WH (Mrs) + Goldstein (Mrs) + Fitzgerald (Mrs)

Opening: [C10] French

1.e4 €6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nc6 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bg5
Be7 6.Bxf6 Bxf6 7.Bb5 0-0O 8.Bxc6 bxc6
9.0-0 Rb8 10.Rb1 Ba6 11.Rel Bb5 12.a4
Ba6 13.b4 Qd7 14.exd5 exd5 15.Ne5 Bxe5
16.Rxe5 Rfe8 17.Rxe8+ Rxe8 18.Qd2 Qeb
19.h3 Bc4 20.b5 h6 21.Qcl Re7 22.bxc6
Qxc6 23.Rb8+ Re8 24.Rxe8+ Qxe8 25.Qe3

Qxe3 26.fxe3 Kf8 27.Kf2 Ke7 28.e4 Kd6
29.exd5 a6 30.Ke3 Bfl 31.Kf2 Bc4 32.g3
Bxd5 33.Ke3 Be6 34.h4 Bf5 35.Kd2 Kc6
36.a5 f6 37.Kcl g5 38.Kd2 gxh4 39.gxh4
Bg6 40.Kdl f5 41.Ke2 Kd6 42.Kf3 c5
43.dxc5+ Kxcb 44.Kf4 Kb4 45.Nd5+ Kxa5

46.c4 Kad 47.c5 Y2-%

St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.21, Part Fourth, p5
Literary Digest, v30 n6, 10 February 1900, p200

The following score was found among the manuscript of Harry N. Pillsbury. The game was one
of a blindfold exhibition given in St. Louis January 6, 1900.

Washington Post, 1921.03.13, Third Part, p6

Date: 1900.01.06
Site: USA St. Louis, MO

(656)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Haller,LT
Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxed
5.04 Nd6 6.Ba4 e4 7.Rel Be7 8.Ne5 0-0
9.Nc3 f5 10.f3 exf3 11.Bb3+ Kh8 12.Qxf3
Nxe5 13.dxe5 Ne8 14.Nd5 Bg5 15.Qh5 f4
16.Bxf4 Bxf4 17.Rfl g6 18.Qf3 Qg5
19.Qc3 Rf5 20.Nxf4 b5 21.Nh3 Qg4
22.Rxf5 gxf5 23.Bd5 c6 24.Bf3 Qc4
25.Qxc4 bxcd 26.Rd1 Kg7 27.Bh5 Nc7
28.Nf4 Rb8 29.b3 cxb3 30.axb3 Rb7

31.Nd3 Ne6 32.Rf1 Nd4 33.Bd1 Rb5 34.c4
Ra5 35.Rf4 Ral 36.Rxd4 Rxdl+ 37.Kf2
Rbl 38.Nc5 Kf7 39.Rd6 Kg7 40.e6 dxe6
41.Rd8 Bab6 42.Nxe6+ Kf6 43.Nc5 Bxc4
44.bxcd Ke5 45.Ke3 f4+ 46.Kf3 Rfl+
47.Ke2 Ral 48.Nd3+ Ke4 49.Nb4 c5
50.Re8+ Kf5 51.Nd3 Ra2+ 52.Kf3 Ral
53.Re5+ Kf6 54.Rd5 Rcl 55.Kxf4 Rxc4+
56.Ke3 Rg4 57.Nf4 1-0

Philadelphia Inquirer, 1916.12.10, Feature Section, p4
Washington Post, 1921.03.13, Third Part, p6

Our readers we are sure will obtain much enjoyment by playing over the following two beautiful
games. So far as we are aware they have never before been published. We found them among a
large collection of manuscript of the late master.

The games were two of a blindfold exhibition by H. N. Pillsbury January 6, 1900. He contested
in all twelve games, winning nine and drawing three. Unfortunately, the memoranda which was
in Pillsbury’s handwriting did not state where the blindfold exhibition was given. Possibly this
column may reach the hands of Messrs. Haller or Bird, and, if so, we shall be obliged if they will
inform the editor where the exhibition was given. Both games are beautiful illustrations of the
wonderful ability of the late blindfold expert. Pillsbury’s only comment on the games was as
follows, the letter being written to the editor of this column:

These are rather lively games and interesting | think.
As ever,
H. N. Pillsbury.

Philadelphia Inquirer, 1916.12.10, Feature Section, p4

Date: 1900.01.06 (657)
Site: USA St. Louis, MO

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 12)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Bird,JC

Opening: [A84] Dutch

Annotations: St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat
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1.d4 5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 e6 5.Nf3 18.gxf5+ exf5 19.Ne5+ Kg7 20.Rh7+ Kf6
Be7 6.Bxf6 Bxf6 7.e4 fxe4 8.Nxed4 Be7 20...Kxh7 White mates in three.
9.Bd3 Bb4+ 10.Kf1 Be7 11.¢5 0-0 12.h4 b6 21.Rh6+

13.Neg5 ¢g6 14.Nxh7 Kxh7 15.h5 Rf5 29...Kg7 30.Qh5 Kf8 [30..Bxd3+
16.hxg6+ Kxg6 17.g4 Bab 31.Kel f4 32.Rg6+ Bxg6 33.Qxg6+

33...K-moves. (33..Kf8 34.Qf7#;
33..Kh8 34.Nf7#)] 31.Rg6 Bxd3+
32.Kel Bf6 33.Rxf6+ Kg8 (34.Qg6
or g4 Forcing black’s loss of queen
or mates) 34.Qg6+.

21...Kg7 22.Rg6+ 1-0

St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.14, Part Fourth, p5 (position given at diagram starts 26.gxf5+, ends 29.Rh6+)
Literary Digest, v20 n7, 17 February 1900, p230
Philadelphia Inquirer, 1916.12.10, Feature Section, p4

Last December we published two games played in a blindfold exhibition by Pillsbury, one
against J. C. Bird and the other against L. T. Haller, but were unable to give any of the details of
the exhibition or where the games were played. As the games were exceptionally bright and were
good specimens of Pillsbury’s blindfold play, we asked if any of our readers could give us
further data of this exhibition.

We are pleased to announce that Ben R. Foster, of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, gives us the
following interesting account received from Louis T. Haller of the exhibition:

Chess Editor:

I remember the game very well. It was played at the Office Men’s Cub, then having
quarters at 2727 Olive street, St. Louis. There was a great gathering of chess players.
That night Max Judd was announcer, the “Old Jay Bird” Tom Lyons, A. H. Robbins,
Rudolph Koerner, Edward F. Schrader, who drew, myself and six other players, whose
names | cannot recall, participated. Dr. J. L. Cassilly was there, but I do not remember
whether he played our not, but | do remember that Pillsbury asked Judd the number of
my board and the score of the game tells the “why” of that question. | hope you
republish the game | played so that the young players of the present day may see what
a high-class player like Pillsbury could do in a chess entertainment of that kind, for he
talked with anybody and everybody while he was playing.
Yours very truly,
Lewis T. Haller.

Philadelphia Inquirer, 1917.01.28, Feature Section, p6

Chess lovers have had a week’s treat in the presence in this city of H. N. Pillsbury, the American
champion, who last night concluded his engagement. His work, while not as brilliant in the early
part of the week as that shown a year ago, grew magnificent as the week grew older and was full
of scintillant gems. [...]

Chess players here who have had the pleasure of witnessing last week’s contests and exhibitions
are earnestly hoping that the tour will turn out a success financially, so that it may become an
annual feature. Blackburne, the leading English player, annually tours the “tight little isle,” and
experience has taught that he has greatly advanced the interest in the game and in chess club
membership. Mr. Pillsbury’s tour this year has thus far shown an improvement very gratifying to
the champion over that of last year. Many new towns are included in his itinerary, some very

small ones, where one or two wealthy enthusiasts have borne the expense of the trip.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, Part Fourth, p5
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Memory Feats and How They Are Performed.

H. N. Pillsbury plays a dozen games of chess at one time and with one hearing memorizes a
score and a half of names and numbers. Neither of these feats causes him the least mental
exertion. [...]

Chess Champion H. N. Pillsbury’s wonderful memory test was one of the features of the chess
tournament just held in St. Louis. The test, outside of playing several games of chess at once,
consists of remembering thirty numbered words and then calling off, as requested, the
corresponding word to any number, or vice versa. The test was most successful, the words given
him being the names of individuals, which made it that much harder. [...]

By H. N. Pillsbury.

The art of remembering is very largely a matter of practice. To remember 30 words
and corresponding numbers is not a difficult task, if you go about it right. First you
remember, say five words. Anybody almost can do this with no practice. Then make
the number 10, and finally you reach 30. It is just a little longer stretch, that’s all.

You will usually find it easier to remember a long list of words than to remember a
list of dates, which are conceded by everyone to be the hardest thing to impress upon
the memory. There is nothing to suggest them to the mind. With words there is.
When the words are all proper names, as they were on the test | gave in St. Louis, the
task is also very difficult. You can really understand this when you stop to think how
hard it is to remember even three or four names of persons to whom you are rapidly
introduced.

In playing several games of chess the act of remembering is a different matter. In this
case the condition of the boards is photographed on my mind, as it were, | recall its
appearance instantly when | desire, just as you do the fact [sic; face] of a friend. | can

offer no explanation of how this happens. | simply remember, that’s all.
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1900.01.14, Part Four, p12

1900.01.07 Sun: St. Louils, MO
¢ Scheduled to visit the Office Men’s Club

Pillsbury will make a visit to the Office Men’s Club to-day, but will not play any regular games.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, p14

1900.01.08 Mon: St. Louis, MO
e Morning: Scheduled to play fourth game with Max Judd
e Afternoon: Scheduled to depart St. Louis

To-morrow morning at 10 o’clock he will play a fourth game with Max Judd, and in the

afternoon will leave the city.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1900.01.07, p14

1900.01.09 Tue: Macomb, IL (Opera House)
e Afternoon: Simultaneous?
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
12 games: 10 chess*, 2 checkers [+1=0-1]

* Won or drew all the chess games.

Mayor Switzer said the chess and checker club of this city intended having Harry Pillsbury here
in a short time to give exhibitions of playing and they wanted to secure the council room and the
one adjoining to hold their exhibition in, and charge a small admission fee.

Some of the council were willing, while others thought it might cause an odium on the council to

rent their room or give it free when an admission was going to be charged. No action was taken.
Macomb Journal, 1900.01.04, p1 (courtesy Macomb Public Library)

The exhibitions of chess and checker playing at the opera house Tuesday afternoon and evening
by Harry N. Pillsbury were well attended and furnished much entertainment for spectators. The
playing of Mr. Pillsbury was truly remarkable and he fully came up to the expectations of those
present. He carried all the games in his head and either defeated or drew with his opponents on
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all but one occasion, when he was defeated in checkers. He played a number of games

simultaneously without seeing the board.
Macomb Journal, 1900.01.11, p5 (courtesy Macomb Public Library)

This game is one of ten chess and two checker games played by Harry N. Pillsbury (blindfold) at

Macomb, Ill., recently. Pillsbury, black.
Moline Daily Dispatch, 1900.01.20, p3

Date: 1900.01.09 (658)
Site: USA Macomb, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

White: NN

Opening: [039] Double Corner

Annotations: Pillsbury (Moline Daily Dispatch)

1.9-14 22-17 2.11-16 25-22 3.8-11 24-20
4.16-19 23x16 5.12x19 27-23 6.4-8 23x16
7.8-12 31-27 8.12x19 27-23 9.11-16 20x11
10.7x16 29-25 11.5-9 17-13 12.10-15 21-17

18...16-12 may draw this line.
19.27-31 26-23

If 19...25-22, 20.6-9 13x6 21.1x10

22x13 22.31x8 Black wins.

13.14x21 23-18 14.16-20 18x11 15.9-14 20.17-22
32-27 16.14-17 27-23 17.20-24 23x16 Black wins.
18.24-27 22-18 1-0

Moline Daily Dispatch, 1900.01.20, p3

1900.01.10 Wed: Chicago, IL (Chicago Chess and Checker club)
e Morning: Arrived from Macomb, IL
e Afternoon: Simultaneous
29 games: 22 chess [+20=2-0] and 7 checkers [+4=3-0]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
16 games: 16 chess [+2=4-0~10]

Harry N. Pillsbury arrived in the city yesterday morning from Macomb, Ill., where, on the
previous evening, he played twelve games simultaneously blindfold, winning them all.

Mr. Pillsbury looks much stronger physically than he did a year ago, and his play on his present
tour has been a continuous series of victories by a greater percentage of wins than has ever been
scored by masters engaged in such exhibition performances.

He began a simultaneous exhibition at the rooms of the Chicago Chess and Checker club at
3 0’clock. Opposed to him were twenty-two chess and seven checker players and shortly after
6 o’clock he finished without losing a single game. Only two of the chess games and three at
checkers resulted in draws. The following players were opposed to Mr. Pillsbury:

Chess.
Player. Opening. Result.
Fred H. Rhodes Philidor Lost.
N. Nelson Spanish Lost.
J. F. Paulsen Queen's Pawn Lost.
A. L. Brown Vienna Lost.
W. Silverburg Spanish Lost.
P. E. Greer Q. G. Decl. Lost.
W. S. Sullivan Two Kts. Dec. Lost 2.
S. Morris Q. G. Decl. Lost.
Wickersham Russian Lost 2.
Dr. T. F. Leech Vienna Lost.
C. Wagner King's G. Decl. Lost.
A. B. Davis Jr. French Lost.
Harry Frank Queen's Pawn Lost.
Geo. Mayer French Draw.
C. Madsen Q. G. Decl. Lost.
V. Eichorn Q. G. Decl. Lost.
De Normandie King's G. Decl. Lost.
L. Thoen Spanish Lost.
H. Tracy French Lost.
Edward Lee Queen's Pawn Draw.
W. W. Munsell King's G. Decl. Lost.
H. K. Walker French Lost.
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Checkers.
C. P [sic; B]. Ward White Dyke Draw.
G. H. Slocum Double Corner Lost.
J. Angus Dyke Draw.
Wm. Kendall Double Corner Lost.
A. J. Patterson Whilter Lost.
Otto Heller Irregular Draw.
T. A. Peters Double Corner Lost.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.01.11, p4

A wonderful exhibition of chess and checker playing was given yesterday afternoon and evening
by H. N. Pillsbury, the world’s champion chess player. The games took place at the Chicago
Chess and Checker club against local players.

In the afternoon Mr. Pillsbury played twenty-two games of chess simultaneously, of which he
won twenty and drew two. He also played seven games of checkers with club members, winning
four and drawing three. One of the features of the games was the playing of Edward Lee, who is

but 17 years of age, and who succeeded in drawing his chess game with the champion.
Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 1900.01.11, p8

The following game was played in the simultaneous exhibition at the rooms of the Chicago
Chess and Checker club on Wednesday afternoon. It was one of the last games finished and
called a draw, owing to the hour of adjournment having arrived, although Mr. Mayer had good

winning chances at the time.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.01.14, p20

Date: 1900.01.10 (659)
Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Mayer,G

Opening: [C14] French

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e5 19.Kxd2 Na4 20.Bd3 h6 21.b4 b5 22.Nc2
Nfd7 6.Bxe7 Qxe7 7.Nb5 Nb6 8.c3 a6 c5 23.Ne3 Nxc3 24.bxc5 d4 25.Nf5 Rhf8
9.Na3 Nc6 10.f4 Bd7 11.Nf3 f5 12.exf6 26.Nxd4 Nxa2 27.Ral Nb4 28.c6 Bxc6
gxf6 13.Qd2 0-0-0 14.0-0-0 e5 15.fxe5 fxe5 29.Nxc6 Rxd3+ 30.Ke2 ¥5-%

16.dxe5 Nxe5 17.Rel Nxf3 18.Rxe7 Nxd2
Chicago Tribune, 1900.01.14, p20

Harry N. Pillsbury’s exhibition of simultaneous play last Wednesday resulted in his winning
twenty and drawing two games of chess, as well as winning four games of checkers and drawing
three at the same time in the brief space of less than four hours.

After an hour’s intermission for dinner he was at the club again and ready to begin his
stupendous undertaking of conducting sixteen games of chess without sight of boards and men.
Play began at 8 o’clock and was continued for five hours. At that time the electric light was
stopped and play had to cease. Mr. Pillsbury offered to play out the games on the following
afternoon, but as a majority of his adversaries could not be present at that time this plan had to be
abandoned.

At this time only six games had been finished, two in Mr. Pillsbury’s favor, and four others were
drawn by agreement owing to the lateness of the hour. When Mr. Rose resigned his game after
losing two pawns the blindfold player immediately called off the location of every piece and
pawn on the board to demonstrate how well the position was in his mind.

Many of the games had not advanced beyond the fifteenth move. In none of them Mr. Pillsbury
had a demonstrable disadvantage, and a victory was in sight on several boards. The referee, Mr.
Uedemann, preferred to call the exhibition unfinished rather than try to adjudicate ten games that
had only just reached the middle stage. Mr. Pillsbury will in all probability be here again and in
that case will select a Saturday and again undertake to play sixteen games by beginning in the

afternoon at 2 o’clock and playing to a finish.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.01.14, p20

In the evening Mr. Pillsbury undertook the more difficult feat of playing blindfolded sixteen
games simultaneously. This is a task which, although essayed a number of times, has never been
successful. At the hour of going to press the prospects are that the champion will win all of his
games.
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His opponents and their styles of game follow:

. Carl Medinas [sic; Medinus], Spanish game.
Dr. T. F. Leach [sic; Leech], Vienna game.
. H. K. Walker, queen's pawn.

S. Morris, knights.

. 0. M. Blanchard, Italian.

. N. Staflan [sic; H. Staflin], irregular.
JaJdames [sic; James] Abbott, queen's pawn.
9. Harry Frank, Spanish.

10. G. C. Rase [sic; C. C. Rose], French.

11. Lee W. Parke, queen's gambit declined.
12. Ross Peters, knight's gambit.

13. J. H. Brown, center counter.

14. A. Dodge, center counter.

15. J. H. Perry, dqueen's pawn.

16. L. Cornell, Falkbeer counter.

~ oUW

Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 1900.01.11, p8

Howard [sic; Harry] N. Pillsbury, chess champion of the world, has surpassed in Chicago all the
previous achievements of chess champions in the history of the game by playing sixteen
“blindfold” games simultaneously without a mistake in a move, and finishing half the games
before abandoning the sitting at an early hour today. He wanted to finish all the games, but the
electric lights in the Chess club room went out at 1:30 o’clock, and while Mr. Pillsbury could
easily continue playing blindfold in the darkness, his opponents objected, and the sitting had to
be adjourned, to be resumed this afternoon. The games finished were either won or drawn; none
were lost.

Each game of the sixteen contemplates from twenty to seventy-five alterations of position, each
move of which creates new complexities and relations between the pieces. If one of those
possible complications escapes the notice of the blindfold player and it is seen by his opponent,
who has the full board before him, the game will in all probability be lost by the player who has
merely his mental impresison [sic; impression] to rely upon.

Mr. Pillsbury is not literally blindfolded when he plays the “blindfold” game. He merely sits with
his back turned upon the roomful of players. Every precaution is taken to prevent the possibility
of his seeing if he tried to, but he has never been known to turn his head to catch even a glimpse
of any of the boards. Puffing a cigar nervously, cocking his feet up on a window sill, and
removing them the next minute, he plods along, board by board, move by move, without missing
a single piece of the hundreds in use at the beginning of the game.

Often the players at the boards make slips which the “blindfold” player notices when they call
off their moves. He then, with a rapidity of utterance which is remarkable, calls off each piece on
the individual board, skipping from square to square, or from corner to corner, at a faster rate
than would be possible for an ordinary player to call the pieces with the board before him. Once
only during the present play he made a slip in the order of the boards, mixing board 7 with board
15. He corrected himself instantly, however.

“Board 7,” he called, “knight to bishop fifth—no, that should be the move for board 15,” as

quick as a flash; “pawn to queen’s fifth for 7.”
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.01.14, p38

Harry N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of America, practically accomplished the other night
the feat of playing simultaneously 16 games blindfolded. Pillsbury played against members of
the Chicago Chess and Checker club and at 2 o’clock the next morning had not only successfully
completed the majority of the game, but had won the greater number, says the Chicago Times-
Herald. It is the first time that any chess expert has played so many games without seeing the
boards.

Pillsbury sat at one end of the room, with his face turned from the tables. A teller reported the
move of each of the champion’s opponents in turn. The counter moves were called back by
Pillsbury, and in nearly every instance he replied quickly. To add to possible confusion of
carrying so many situations in his mind the games were at different orders of chess. Following
are the names of his opponents and the games played against him:

Carl Medinus, Spanish; Dr. T. F. Leech, Vienna; H. K. Wallace [sic; Walker], queen’s pawn; S.
Morris, knight’s gambit; O. M. Blanchard, Italian; H. Staflen [sic; Staflin], irregular; James
Abbott, queen’s pawn; J. W. Taylor, center counter; Harry Frank, Spanish; C. C. Rose, French;
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Lee W. Parke, queen’s gambit declined; Ross Peters, knight’s gambit; J. H. Brown, center

counter; A. Dodge, center counter; J. H. Perry, queen’s pawn; L. Cornell, Falkbeer counter.
Reading Daily Times and Dispatch, 1900.01.25, p7

It may seem difficult to play a dozen or more games of chess or checkers, blindfolded,
against as many different players, at the same time, but, after all, it is not so hard to do.
It is all a matter of memory and long practice. Of course, a certain system must be
followed, but that system is mapped out independently to suit the conditions of each
game. The squares of the chessboard must become indelibly impressed upon the
memory of the player, and he must become capable of seeing with his inner eye, so to
speak, each board, as it appears to the spectators, and be able to follow each move as it
IS made. To a certain degree every chess player can acquire the ability to play
blindfolded one or more games. All it requires is more or less patience and practice and
a perfect concentration of the mind.

H. N. Pillsbury.

[Mr. Pillsbury is the famous Brooklyn chess player, who on Wednesday night played blindfolded
and at the same time sixteen games of chess at the Chicago Chess and Checker club without

losing a single game.]
Chicago Tribune, 1900.01.13, p9

It appears that Black should be losing the following game. | suspect this was either “Pillsbury’s
move” and “Crowell won” or “Crowell’s move” and “Pillsbury won”. The original source gives
“Crowell’s move” and “Crowell won” and is presented here as found in the Sunday Inter Ocean.

The following game was played at the Chicago club between Pillsbury and Crowell. Crowell’s

move:
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.01.14, p38

Date: 1900.01 (660)
Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

Black: Crowell ET

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [039] Double Corner

1.9-14 22-17 2.11-16 24-20 3.16-19 23x16 10.7-10 17-13 11.2-6 25-21 12.8-11 26-23
4.12x19 27-24 5.8-12 24x15 6.10x19 17x10 13.19x26 30x23 14.9-14 28-24 15.3-8 24-19
7.6x15 21-17 8.5-9 25-22 9.4-8 29-25 16.15x24 22-18 1-0

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.01.14, p38

1900.01.11 Thu: Chicago, IL (University Club)
e Predawn Blindfold Simultaneous concludes
e Evening: Simultaneous
9 games: 9 chess [+5=0-4]
e Evening: Consultation games
2 game: 2 chess [+1=0-1]

On Thursday evening Mr. Pillsbury entertained the lovers of chess among the members of the
University club. He gave a simultaneous exhibition against nine adversaries. To each of them he
conceded the odds of a knight.

Opposed to him at the different tables were Messrs. Alfred Cowles, James S. Harlan, Edson
Keith Jr.,, L. E. Laflin, W. M. Le Moyne, Theodore Sheldon, J. L. Silsbee, Thomas Taylor Jr.,
and W. W. Wassall.

Mr. Pillsbury played with his customary rapidity, and the exhibition was finished shortly after 10
o’clock. The club made a good score, securing four victories out of nine games. The successful
adversaries of the single player were Messrs. Cowles, Sheldon, Silsbee, and Taylor.

A consultation game was then arranged in which Mr. Pillsbury, seated at one table, played
single-handed against the four members who won their games. Mr. Pillsbury’s table was
surrounded by a large and interested crowd, and as the several moves were made he commented
upon them, explanatorily and critically. Owing to an error in the opening, the allies lost speedily,
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and another game was played. In this Mr. Louis Uedemann of The Tribune joined the four
members of the club, and the following highly interesting game was the outcome:

Chicago Tribune, 1900.01.14, p20

Date: 1900.01.11
Site: USA Chicago, IL (University Club)

(661)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Second Consultation Game
White: Uedemann,L + Cowles,A + Sheldon, T + Silsbee,JL + Taylor,T Jr

Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C65] Spanish

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.d4 Nxed
5.d5 Nd6 6.Nc3 e4 7.Ng5 Nxb5 8.Nxb5
Ne5 9.Nxe4 a6 10.Bg5 f6 11.Nxc7+ Qxc7
12.Nxf6+ gxfé 13.Bxf6 Rg8 14.Qh5+ Ng6
15.0-0 Kf7 16.Qxh7+ Bg7 17.Rael d6

21.Qf3+ Kgb6 22.R8e7 Qxe7 23.Rxe7 Bf6
24.Qg3+ Kh6 25.Qf4+ Bgb 26.Qxd6+ Ng6
27.Rf7 Re8 28.f4 Be7 29.Qc7 Bg4 30.d6
Be6 31.Rxe7 Nxe7 32.dxe7 Kg6 33.Qe5
Kf7 34.f5 Bxa2 35.f6 Rg8 36.b3 Rg6

18.Re8 Nf8 19.Qh5+ Kxf6 20.Rfel Rh8 37.Qd5+ Kxf6 38.Qd8 Rg8 39.e8N+ 1-0

Chicago Tribune, 1900.01.14, p20

1900.01.13 Sat: Akron, OH

e Morning: Arrived in Akron

e Afternoon: Reception at the Akron Chess and Checker club

e Evening: Blink Simultaneous (Liedertafel hall)
12 games: 8 chess, 4 checkers (sans voir for a dozen moves)
12 games: 9 chess, 3 checkers (added after a dozen moves)
24 games: 17 chess [+13=4-0], 7 checkers [-1]

C. A. [sic; H. N.] Pillsbury, the chess champion of America, arrived in the city this morning and
was entertained during the day by the members of the local chess club. Mr. Pillsbury will give

one of his wonderful exhibitions of chess and checker playing in Liedertafel hall tonight.
Akron Beacon Journal, 1900.01.13, p8

The appearance in this city, Saturday afternoon and evening, under the auspices of the recently
organized Akron Chess and Checker club, of H. N. Pillsbury, the famous chess and checker
player, has been the means of suddenly boosting that club into great prominence and popularity.

The chess tournament held in the evening in Liedertafel hall will be the means of greatly
increasing the membership of the club.

Mr. Pillsbury arrived in the city Saturday forenoon. He was met at the depot by a reception
committee from the club and a portion of the day was devoted by the player in seeing the city. In
the afternoon he held a reception in the club rooms and in the evening gave a remarkable
exhibition of chess and checker playing.

There was a large crowd present at the tournament and during the evening it was clearly
demonstrated that Akron has a number of first-class chess players and also a number of experts
at checkers.

Pillsbury Cheered.

The tournament was opened by H. C. De Vine, president of the club, introducing Mr. Pillsbury,
whose presence on the stage was the signal for much applause. [...]

The first part of the program was an exhibition of Mr. Pillsbury’s playing eight games of chess
and four games of checkers at the same time with his back to the audience and the players. The
eight chess tables were arranged on one side of the room and at the tables were William
Hassenteufel, Albert Kraft, George Forwick, Frank Fieberger [sic; Fiebeger], Henry Kraft, V. D.
Emmons, Joseph E. Fishnaler [sic; Fishnaller] and P. A. Linkert. On the opposite side of the
room were four checker players, H. O. Newcomb, Abraham L. Eberly, F. J. Mishler and M. P.
Falor.

Wonderful Memory.

The exhibition of Mr. Pillsbury playing with his back to the players lasted for over an hour until
each player had made ten or move moves. The champion, as he was seated on the stage, waited
until an announcement was made of a move at the first table. He then quickly ordered and named
the kind of a move he wanted made for himself. When the first move had been made at table
No. 1 he called for table No. 2. His work at table No. 2 was done as quickly as at No. 1 and so on
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around until a move had been made at each table. The remaining moves were made as quickly at
each of the tables. A half hour after play had been commenced the player at chess table No. 8
made a mistake. Mr. Pillsbury, with his back to the players, straightened out the error by naming
every move and told where the player had made the error.

After ten moves had been made, Mr. Pillsbury announced that all those who thought they had the
best of the game could continue and then other chess and checker players joined in the contest,
Mr. Pillsbury coming down from the stage and playing the game going from table to table. The
new chess players who joined in the game were Adolph Ruhlin, J. A. Warman, Charles Ruhlin,
Simon Herz, E. S. Oviatt, J. W. Kelly, D. C. Montgomery and Emil Kraft. The new checker
players were J. Giffin [sic; Griffen], Homer Bass and William Masterson.

Champion Defeated.

M. P. Falor, of this city, in the combination checker game, defeated Mr. Pillsbury. H. O.
Newcomb, a traveling man who lives at Middlefield, O., Abraham L. Eberly, fireman at No. 1
engine house, F. J. Mishler and Homer Bass, of Akron, secured a draw with the famous player in
checkers. All the chess players were defeated.

During the evening, H. C. De Vine, president of the club, secured 14 new members for the club.
The members of the club are highly elated over the success of the tournament and announcement

was made that new quarters are to be secured soon either in the Walsh block or Everett building.
Akron Beacon Journal, 1900.01.15, p5

America’s greatest chess player, Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, gave a wonderful exhibition of his skill in
Liedertafel hall Saturday night. It was the first tournament of the kind ever given in this city and
it succeeded in arousing a great deal of interest in the game, which for so long has remained
inactive. The appearance of Mr. Pillsbury in this city is due to the efforts of the Akron Chess
club recently organized in this city. The club now has a membership of 30 and 13 new members
will join at the next meeting. The club is negotiating for new rooms in the Walsh block.

Mr. Pillsbury’s first exhibition was what is technically known as the “blindfold” act. The
champion sat upon the stage with his back turned to his opponents. Eight games of chess and
four of checkers were played. Mr. Pillsbury displayed a remarkable memory by keeping in his
mind the exact situation of the plays upon the several boards. The players were William
Hassenteufel, Albert Kraft, George Forwick, Frank Fiebeger, Henry Kraft, V. D. Emmons, J. E.
Fishnaller, P. A. Linkert, chess, and H. O. Newcomb, Abraham Eberly, F. J. Mischler and M. P.
Falor, checkers.

After a dozen opening moves had been played, the “blindfold” exhibition was ended and
Mr. Pillsbury joined in an open game with 24 players. The champion moved quickly from table
to table and made his plays rapidly.

Besides those already named the following participated: A. Ruhlin, J. A. Warman, C. Ruhlin,
Simon Herz, E. S. Oviatt, J. W. Kelly, E. Kraft, Lee Kraft and Frank Cranz, chess, and J. Griffen
and Homer Bass and D. C. Montgomery, checkers.

The chess players were all defeated. Messrs. Newcomb, Eberly, Bass and Mischler played to a

draw, while Mr. Falor succeeded in winning a game of checkers from the champion.
Akron Daily Democrat, 1900.01.15, p7

1900.01.14 Sun: Cleveland, OH (Jefferson Hotel)

e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous match with Willenburg
3 games: 3 chess [+3=0-0]

e Afternoon: Odds game with Willenburg
1 games: 1 chess [+1=0-0] (pawn and move)

On Sunday afternoon H. N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of the United States, paid a flying
visit to some of the enthusiasts in this city, he being compelled to wait several hours between
trains here. Some of the chess players invited him to a game at the Jefferson Hotel, on Ontario
street. For three games Pillsbury was pitted blindfolded against Mr. Willenberg, the local expert,
and won all three of the games within one hour. At the request of some of the leading spirits in
the game Mr. Pillsbury played one contest over the board with Mr. Willenberg at the odds of

pawn and move. This he also won with ease.
Cleveland Leader, 1900.01.16, p6
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H. N. Pillsbury, the chess champion of America, was in the city yesterday for a few hours and
played four games with Mr. Willenburg, local champion, winning all.

The first three games Mr. Pillsbury played blindfolded. The fourth game he played open,

yielding odds of pawn and move to Mr. Willenburg.
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 1900.01.15, p8

While in Cleveland Mr. Pillsbury played a match with Willenberg, who claims to be the Ohio
champion. Willenberg lived in Toledo for a time several years ago, and was then, as now, active
in chess matters. The stipulations of the match were that Pillsbury should play blindfolded
against the Cleveland man three games at one time, the latter to play “across the board.”

Pillsbury won in hollow style, checkmating on one of the boards in 13 moves.
Toledo Daily Blade, 1900.01.15, p6

1900.01.14 Sun: Toledo, OH
e Evening: Arrived in the city from Cleveland

Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of America, arrived in the city from Cleveland last
night [...]

Toledo Daily Blade, 1900.01.15, p6

1900.01.15 Mon: Toledo, OH (University Club)

e Afternoon: Simultaneous (12 boards: 8 chess, 4 checkers)
17 games: 11 chess [+9=1-1], 6 checkers [+2=2-2]

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
13 games: 8 chess [+6=1-1], 4 checkers [+2=2-0], 1 whist

Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of America, arrived in the city from Cleveland last
night, and is the guest this afternoon of the University Club, where he is meeting all comers at
simultaneous chess and checkers. Mr. Pillsbury is in splendid health and weighs several pounds
more than he did on the occasion of his last visit. He says that he is meeting with excellent
success in his exhibition, and has engagements far ahead. [...]

The American champion says that there is a revival in chess interest all over the country, and he
expects to take part in some prominent matches. Although Dr. Tarrasch has announced his
retirement, Pillsbury thinks the German master will reconsider and again battle for the
championship.

This evening Mr. Pillsbury will give an exhibition of blindfold play, and is anxious to meet all

comers. Play will begin at 8 o’clock sharp.
Toledo Daily Blade, 1900.01.15, p6

Yesterday afternoon Chess Champion Pillsbury met twelve players over the boards at the
University Club. There were eight chess games and four checker games. The champion played
rapidly, the only delay being caused by his opponents, who frequently found it necessary to put
on their thinking caps. Mr. Pillsbury won all the chess games but two—drawing with Mr. Van
Noorden and losing to Mr. Curtis, but had very poor success at checkers, losing two out of three
to Evans, drawing with Jones and Amlong and winning from Englehardt.

In the evening session Mr. Pillsbury and F. W. Mathias played 16 boards of duplicate whist
against Lieut. H. De H. Waite and Mr. Merrell [sic; Merrill], winning handily. During the
progress of the game Mr. Pillsbury also contested eight games of chess and four games of
checkers without seeing the boards. He lost in chess to Parmenter, and drew with VVan Noorden,
winning the remaining six games. Of the four checker games he won two and drew with A. C.

Jones and J. B. Duguid.
Toledo Daily Blade, 1900.01.16

Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess and checker expert, arrived in the city yesterday and in the
afternoon played eight boards of chess and four of checkers simultaneously at the University
club. The results in this tourney were as follows:

Chess—C. Locke Curtis, won and lost; S. L. Van Noorden, drew; W. K. Van De Grift [sic;
Vandegrift], lost; Dr. H. R. Roether, lost two; N [sic; W]. H. Parmenter, lost; C. C. McKecknie,
lost; J. H. Bellows, lost two; R. C. Morris, lost.

Checkers—Evans, won two, lost one; Amling [sic; Amlong], draw; Jones, draw; Englehart [sic;
Englehardt], lost.
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In the evening Mr. Pillsbury, while blindfolded, performed the wonderful feat of playing eight
games of chess and four of checkers simultaneously, while playing a game of duplicate whist.
The results were as follows:

Whist (16 boards)—Pillsbury and F. N [sic; W]. Mathias won from H. De H. Waite and N.
Merill [sic; W. Merrill].

Chess—H. Eberth, lost; S. L. Van Noorden, drew; W. H. Van de Grift [sic; W. K. Vandegrift],
lost; C. C. McKecknie, lost; L. Thompson, lost; J. H. Bellows, lost; W. H. Parmenter, won; B.
Hubert, lost.

Checkers—A. C. Jones, draw; J. B. Duguid, draw; J. Duncan, lost; G. L. Shauks [sic; H. P.

Shanks], lost.
Toledo Bee, 1900.01.16, p3

At the University Club last night Mr. H. N. Pillsbury entertained and mystified a large company
of whist, chess and checker enthusiasts. He gave an exhibition of blindfold play which was really
wonderful, playing eight games of chess, four of checkers and a hand of whist simultaneously. In
the whist game he played with Mr. F. W. Mathias against Wesley Merrill and Captain Henry de
H. Waite, east and west.

Messrs. Sam Van Noorden, C. C. McKecknie, William Vandegrift, Henry Eberth, J. H. Bellows,
L. Thompson, W. H. Parmenter and E [sic; B]. Hubert played against him in the chess contest,
and in the checkers there were interested Messrs. Duncan, J. B. Duguid, A. C. Jones and H. P.
Shanks.

The play began at 8 o’clock and continued until a little after midnight, the champion of America
holding his own in magnificent style, to say the least. He won several games from his opponents

and proved himself a master hand at each and every one.
Toledo Commercial, 1900.01.16

Mr. H. N. Pillsbury entertained and mystified a large company of enthusiastic whist, chess and
checker players at the University club last night, playing eight games of chess, four of checkers
and a hand of whist simultaneously and blindfolded. The exhibition was really wonderful as he
held his own in magnificent style, proving his right to the title of champion by winning several of
the games. He is master of them all.

In the whist game Mr. Pillsbury played with Mr. F. W. Mathias against Wesley Merrill and Capt.
Henry de H. Waite, east and west.

Messrs. Sam Van Norden [sic; Van Noorden], C. C. McKecknie, Wm. Vandegrift, Henry Eberth,
J. H. Bellows, L. Thompson, W. H. Parmenter, and E. Hubert, played against the champion in
the chess contest, and at checkers, his opponents were Messrs. Duncan, J. B. Duguid, A. C. Jones

and H. P. Shanks.
Toledo Daily News, 1900.01.16

While in Toledo, Ohio, Pillsbury gave a blindfold exhibition on eight boards, on one of which he
contested the following brilliant game, in which he brings about a very pretty sacrifice of his

queen.
New York Times, 1900.02.04, p11

Date: 1900.01.15 (662)
Site: USA Toledo, OH (University Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: NN

Opening: [D05] Queen’s Pawn

Annotations: Pillsbury (British Chess Magazine)

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 e6 3.e3 Nf6 4.Bd3 Nbd7 Hoping to escape from the attack
5.0-0 b6 6.Nbd2 Bd6 7.e4 dxe4 8.Nxe4 with the loss of a pawn.
Bb7 9.Nxd6+ cxd6 10.Bf4 Bxf3 16.cxd5 Ng5
An exchange which gives White a White plays for the forced win; for if
power attack with combined bishops. now 16...exd5 17.Bxe4 dxe4 18.d5
Better was 10...Qe7. and wins, for if then 18..Re6
11.Qxf3 d5 12.Bd6 Rc8 13.Rfel Rc6 19.dxe6 exf3 20.exd7+ followed by
14.Ba3 a5 15.c4 Ned
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21.Radl+, White remaining a clear 17.Qg3 Rc8 18.dxe6 Nxe6 19.Rxe6+ fxeb

piece ahead. 20.Qg6+ hxg6 21.Bxg6# 1-0
New York Times, 1900.02.04, p11
British Chess Magazine, v20, Oct 1900, p400

1900.01.16 Tue: Toledo, OH (University Club)
¢ Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous (concludes)
¢ Afternoon: Simultaneous
10 games: 6 chess [+6=0-0], 4 checkers [+4=0-0]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
16 games: 12 chess [+12=0-0], 4 checkers [+2=2-0]

To-morrow afternoon between 2 and 5 o’clock he will play simultaneous chess, checkers, and
whist. He will meet all comers at chess and checkers and will also play a hand at whist. This is a
remarkable test, but is by no means new to Mr. Pillsbury, who has astonished the chess and

checker world with his wonderful powers in this direction.
Toledo Daily Blade, 1900.01.15

Another exhibition of simultaneous chess is being given this afternoon, and to-night

Mr. Pillsbury will play all comers at chess and checkers blindfold.
Toledo Daily Blade, 1900.01.16

Mr. Pillsbury is giving another exhibition this afternoon and will play this evening also.
Toledo Bee, 1900.01.16, p3

Mr. Pillsbury will play simultaneously chess, checkers and whist from 2 to 5 o’clock this

afternoon, and from 8 until 11 o’clock this evening.
Toledo Commercial, 1900.01.16

Mr. Pillsbury will play simultaneously chess, checkers, and whist at the club today from 2 to 5 in

the afternoon and from 8 to 11 in the evening.
Toledo Daily News, 1900.01.16

Toledo chess enthusiasts have been given a rare treat in the entertainments of Harry N. Pillsbury,
champion chess player of America, which have been going on for the past two days at the
University Club. Mr. Pillsbury has vanquished most of his opponents, since his arrival here, at
simultaneous chess and checkers and local lovers of the game consider his work little short of
marvelous.

Yesterday afternoon the champion met and easily defeated 10 tables, six of chess and four of
checkers. The players opposing him were, Chess—W. H. Parmenter, J. H. Bellows, Dr. F. B.
Van Nuys, R. C. Morris, W. K. Van De Grift [sic; Vandegrift], and S. L. Van Noorden.

Checkers—A. C. Jones, D. W. Strong, C. F. Rides and A. C. Wrigley.

Last night the game was simultaneous chess and checkers, twelve tables of chess and four of
checkers. Mr. Pillsbury went through the games blind-folded. At midnight, two games of
checkers had been finished, one drawn by A. C. Jones, the other lost by J. Duncan.

Those engaging in the play last night were:

Chess—L. C. Scholer, E [sic; H]. Eberth, H. C. Adams, R. Ranbetschek [sic; Raubitschek], S. L.
Van Noorden, C. C. McKechnic [sic; McKecknie], H. J. Young, W. K. Van De Grift [sic;
Vandegrift], R. C. Morris, W. H. Parmenter, B. Hubert and F. B. Van Nuys.

Checkers—O. C. Amlong, A. C. Jones, W. Enright and J. Duncan.

Mr. Pillsbury’s exhibition of skill last night equals that of Champion Blackburne, of England,
when he won the world’s record at simultaneous chess and checkers blindfolded.

The parlors of the University Club were well filled with spectators, both yesterday afternoon and

evening.
Toledo Commercial, 1900.01.17

Mr. H. N. Pillsbury met and defeated simultaneously at ten tables, six of chess and four of
checkers, at the University club yesterday afternoon. His opponents were:

Chess—W. H. Parmenter, J. H. Bellows, Dr. F. B. Van Nuys, R. C. Morris, W. K. Van De Grift
[sic; Vandegrift] and S. L. Van Noorden.
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Checkers—A. C. Jones, D. W. Strong, C. F. Rides and A. C. Wrigley.

Last night he played 12 tables of chess and four of checkers simultaneously and blind folded.
Against him played:

Chess—L. C. Scholer, E [sic; H]. Eberth, H. C. Adams, R. Ranbetschek [sic; Raubitschek], S. L.
Van Noorden, C. C. McKechnic [sic; McKecknie], H. J. Young, W. K. Van De Grift [sic;
Vandegrift], R. C. Morris, W. H. Parmenter, B. Hubert and F. B. Van Nuys.

Checkers—O. C. Amlong, A. C. Jones, W. Enright and J. Duncan.
Toledo Daily News, 1900.01.17

Mr. Pillsbury equalled the world’s record for blindfold play at the University club last night,
when he met twelve chess players and four checkers in simultaneous play. The record is held by
Blackburne, the famous English master. The men who opposed him at chess were L. S.
Shober [sic; L. C. Scholer], of Ottawa Lake; H. Eberth, Toledo; R. Raubitschek, of Philadelphia;
S. L. Van Noorden, C. C. McKecknic [sic; McKecknie], H. J. Young, W. K. Vandegrift, R. C.
Morris, Theo. Heier, W. H. Parmalec [sic; Parmenter], and B. Hubert, of Toledo, and F. B. Van
Nuys, of Tiffin. Mr. Pillsbury was in excellent form and made a clean record, although
Raubitschek played in consultation with Mr. M. Judd. Amlong, Jones, Enright and Duncan

contested checker honors, and the former two succeeded in drawing while the others lost.
Toledo Daily Blade, 1900.01.17

1900.01.17 Wed: Toledo, OH
e Afternoon: Left for Detroit

Mr. Pillsbury left for Detroit this afternoon.
Toledo Daily Blade, 1900.01.17

When the Grand Rapids Whist and Chess club meets tonight there will be a subject of much
interest, particularly to the chess players, to be discussed. It is the proposition to bring Henry N.
Pillsbury, the American chess champion, here for a second visit and exhibition. Pillsbury was
here March 31 last, and the occasion was a pleasant one for the club and its friends. The noted
player has been abroad since then and he still retains the title of champion of America. W. A.
Shinkman received a letter from him, Saturday, offering to come here again, and the matter will
be decided tonight. Pillsbury states that he can come any time between Jan. 15 and 20, and there

is feeling in favor of having him come a week from Friday.
Grand Rapids Evening Press, 1900.01.08, p1

The Whist and Chess club last night voted to have H. N. Pillsbury, the chess champion, come
here a week from Friday, and C. E. Linsee, A. W. Hine, C. H. Strawhecker, E. L. Bowering and

Alex Payne were appointed a committee to arrange for the event.
Grand Rapids Evening Press, 1900.01.09, p6

It would appear that the Grand Rapids Whist and Chess club was too slow in responding to
Pillsbury’s proposition, the result being the Michigan Chess Club secured Pillsbury for Friday,
January 19th.

Friday Grand Rapids will have for its guest Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of the
United States, also a whist expert. It is through the efforts of the Grand Rapids Whist and Chess
club that he comes. The contests will take place at the club rooms in the Weatherly & Pulte
building. In the afternoon Mr. Pillsbury will probably play several blindfold games of chess and
at the same time manipulate a hand of duplicate whist. In the evening he will conduct a number
of simultaneous games. He was a most remarkable memory, and is a comparatively young man

to have attained the position he has.
Grand Rapids Herald, 1900.01.14, p7

1900.01.18 Thu: Detroit, MI
e Arrived in Detroit
* Registered at the Russell House

Henry N. Pillsbury, the American chess champion will be at the rooms of the Michigan Chess
club in the Chamber of Commerce on Friday and give an exhibition. All lovers of the game are

invited to watch him.
Detroit Evening News, 1900.01.17, p8
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H. N. Pillsbury, the American chess expert, arrived in Detroit yesterday and is registered at the

Russell House.
Detroit Free Press, 1900.01.19, p6

1900.01.19 Fri: Detroit, MI (Michigan Club)
e Afternoon: Simultaneous

15 games: 15 chess [+15=0-0]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous

12 games: 12 chess [+9=1-1~1]

Harry N. Pillsbury, the famous chess player, arrived in Detroit this morning, and is staying at the
Russell house.

He is a slightly built young man, rather tall, and with a remarkably bright eye. He has a
pronounced English accent, but he credits that to his English descent, for he is a thoroughbred
Yankee. He is traveling through the country working up enthusiasm in his favorite game, urging
the formation of clubs where none exist and getting the clubs that do exist to organize themselves
into state associations to affiliate with the national association.

There are two strong clubs in Detroit, the Michigan and the Detroit, and there are numbers of
good players throughout the state and some live clubs, but there is no state association. Fred
Rosenfeld, president of the Michigan club, determined to make the attempt to organize one and
as a preliminary step arranged for a chess champion to visit this city as the guest of the Michigan
club. Pillsbury does not travel around to make money out of playing chess; he simply seeks to
cover his expenses.

“I have been studying chess all my life,” he says, “and about eight years ago I was only
19 at the time, I tried to play a game blindfold—that is, playing a game without ever
seeing the board. When 1 succeeded in that I tried two blindfold games simultaneously
and so on until today | believe | could play 20 or 25 simultaneously, except that it
would take too long, and tire out the spectators.

“I have also studied checkers considerable, and I combined a checker game with a
number of games of chess. | found it so easy that | do not care today how many checker
games they give me in connection with chess. | would as soon they made it eight of each.

“Then I added whist to the other games. I can call off the moves in the blindfold games
while I am playing a card, and I don’t lose sight of the cards the others play. I simply
withdraw my mind from the card game for a fraction of a second, and | can do it so
quickly that you could not tell which game | am giving my attention to. As soon as |
call a move I pay my attention to the card game once more.”

There is no definite program so far, but it is altogether likely that Pillsbury will meet several of
the Michigan players in across the board and consultation games. The intention is to test him to
his fullest capacity tonight by giving him 16 blindfold games, and perhaps a game of whist.

Tomorrow night he plays at the Detroit club.
Detroit Evening News, 1900.01.19, p10

To-day he will meet the local devotees of the game in the rooms of the Michigan Chess Club in the
Chamber of Commerce building, an event that has long been looked forward to with great interest.
The afternoon games will commence promptly at 2 o’clock, and all who desire and expect to play
against the noted guest of the club are requested to be at the club rooms at least half an hour before
the appointed time. In the evening an informal reception will be held prior to the opening of play

on the numerous boards. To-morrow Mr. Pillsbury will play at the Detroit Club.
Detroit Free Press, 1900.01.19, p6

In the afternoon Mr. Pillsbury played fifteen games simultaneously against the following players:
R. B. Oberteuffer, F. O. Bryant, C. R. Dunscomb [sic; Duncombe], Prof. Gutchess, S. S.
Babcock, H. L. Campau, H. B. Graves, W. Hornung, J. Marshall, S. A. Boisdeffre, A. Busch, R.
Michaels, J. Sanderson, L. B. Rice and one other, and won every game. The strongest games
played were by Messrs. Graves, Oberteuffer, Hornnug [sic; Hornung] and Gutchess. The players
were all astonished at Mr. Pillsbury’s rapid playing and doubtless several made a poorer showing

than usual in their efforts to emulate that rapidity.
Detroit Free Press, 1900.01.20, p10
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Harry N. Pillsbury astounded the chess players of the Michigan club by his marvelous memory
last night while he was playing 12 blindfolded games.

From 8:30 till midnight he lay back in a chair smoking heavy cigars, and as fast as one of his
opponents’ moves was called he would call off his move in reply. If the counter-move was self-
evident, he would ask: “Do you wish to reply?” and if the players did so he was ready with
another move, before passing on to the next table.

He would tell a player: “There is only one square you can move your queen to,” or, “l have the
advantage by two pieces on this board,” which was a hint for the other to resign.

After playing for nearly three hours he told a player, “Now, | have five pawns to your three,” and
the other gave up.

At another table he called a move which proved to be impossible, and he insisted that one of the
pawns was in a wrong position. “You must have been analyzing and forgot to return the piece,”
he said, and he proved to be right.

Then he took some of the most complicated games and called off the name of every piece and
the exact position it was in. It was done as quickly as if the board was lying before him, and he
had no seen one of the boards since the play started three hours previously.

Of the 12 games played Pillsbury won nine, one was drawn and one was unfinished. The only
winner was Dr. D. M. Coonley, and he won by wholly discarding book play and striking out on
original lines. His erratic play puzzled the professional, who, after a time, forgot this his

opponent had advanced one of his knight’s, and so laid himself open to a checkmate.
Detroit Evening News, 1900.01.20, p8

The ordinary skilled chess player feels he has his head fully occupied with his single board when
matched against a good player; what must be thought of a player who does not see even a single
one of the boards, the men, or the players against whom he is matching his wonderful skill, and
yet carries on twelve games with a rapidity far ahead of the games usually played in the club
room? And the limit of Harry Nelson Pillsbury’s astonishing playing is not then reached, for he
is perfectly willing to carry on sixteen simultaneous games.

Mr. Pillsbury played in the rooms of the Michigan Chess club yesterday afternoon and evening,
and at the night play it was decided that it might extend the playing until morning to undertake
sixteen games, so the limit was placed at twelve.

Each player had twelve times as long to consider his move as did his lone antagonist, besides
which many of them consulted with friends as to the propriety of the replay moves they proposed
to make. The first twelve rounds were made in an hour and a quarter.

Mr. Pillsbury is a man of medium height, clean shaven, high forehead and a general intellectual
appearance, and shows strong nervous power; he enjoyed smoking his cigars while playing, and
occasionally placed his hand across his eyes and forehead while considering the move he was
going to make in reply to one announced.

At half past 8 Mr. Pillsbury seated himself in the center of the club room with his back to the
tables which were ranged in a straight line on the western side of the room, occupied by twelve
boards, at which were seated the following players: R. B. Oberteuffer and H. C. Sullivan, Fred
Rosenfield, Lewis Solomon, T. M. Sheriff, H. B. Graves, C. R. Duncombe, Dr. Coonley, A.
Busch, J. E. Sullivan, Wm. J. Reeder, and H. C. Penay, Geo. L. Swan and C. P. Beckwith. The
only player placed himself in a comfortable position with a two-for-a-quarter cigar between his
lips and started with the first move on each table. In eight of the games the first move was the
familiar king’s pawn to four; in the other four the queen’s pawn was similarly moved. The
moves were made in rotation, beginning at table 1, and each player was expected to be ready
with his return move by the time Mr. Pillsbury had given his moves to the other eleven tables. As
each table was reached in turn the player announced his move to Mr. H. L. Campau, who
repeated the move to Pillsbury, who was ready with his reply move usually in from one to ten
seconds; in a few cases half a minute was taken for the reply. When the round of the tables was
made there would be a pause of a minute or two, when he would begin again at table 1. If any
player was ready to respond with a move, two or more moves would be made before passing to
the next player.
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A trifling incident occurred in the course of the ninth round that aroused unusual interest and
caused considerable astonishment among players and onlookers. One of the players announced
“Pawn takes pawn.” Mr. Pillsbury said he could not understand the move; the player must have
moved his queen’s pawn instead of the king’s pawn as given for the previous move, and gave the
proper places of each pawn moved. The player had moved the wrong pawn. The pieces were
properly placed and the moves proceeded as if no interruption had occurred.

Dr. Coonley won his game in the eighth round. No. 6 resigned early in the game. No. 10 resigned
on the twentieth move, the white having two good pieces to his advantage. At this stage
Mr. Pillsbury paused long enough to announce the positions of the remaining men on No. 10.

As it was getting so late the remaining games were played by Mr. Pillsbury passing from board
to board. At midnight the rooms were closed with nine games won by Pillsbury, and two, Graves
and Swan, unfinished and no apparent advantage to either side. The meeting was very successful

and there were over a hundred in attendance.
Detroit Free Press, 1900.01.20, p10

1900.01.20 Sat: Detroit, MI
e Afternoon: Scheduled to play at Michigan Club
e Evening: Scheduled to play at Detroit Club

Pillsbury will play this afternoon at the Michigan club, and at the Detroit club in the evening.
Detroit Evening News, 1900.01.20, p10

During Pillsbury’s recent visit at Detroit, Mich., he lost only two and drew four out of over
nearly fifty simultaneous blindfold games, contested in four sittings. One of the losses was
through an opening blunder. The other was a well contested game, in which Fred Rosenfield,
Detroit’s best player, in consultation with A. M. Henry, defeated the chess wizard with the black
men in a king’s gambit declined of sixty-five moves. The champion’s visit aroused a great deal

of enthusiasm and has benefited chess at Detroit considerably.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.04, p19

Harry Nelson Pillsbury, the great chess and checker player, who is expected in Kalamazoo
shortly to give an exhibition before the chess and checker clubs of this city, is in Detroit at the
present time, giving the chess club there some pointers on the game “as she is played,”

blindfolded and otherwise.
Kalamazoo Morning Gazette, 1900.01.20, p3

The only regret of the Kalamazoo players is that a date could not be arranged with Champion

Pillsbury and sufficient money raised to pay the price he asks to come to this city.
Kalamazoo Morning Gazette, 1900.01.21, p5

1900.01: Chicago, IL
e Arrives in Chicago

It is unclear when Pillsbury left Detroit and arrived in Chicago.

Harry N. Pillsbury has been in the city during the week taking a rest of a few days after a
continuous series of engagements for over two months. His tour has been productive of a great
many brilliant games, particularly in his marvelous blindfold performances. His success
everywhere has been almost uniform. He has played a greater number of games (from twelve to
sixteen blindfold than on his last year’s tour, and notwithstanding the increased number of
boards his record shows a greater percentage of wins. As an exhibition player he certainly has no
equal in the world today. Pillsbury’s memory is remarkable. After an absence of ten days in Ohio
and Michigan he was asked to set up the positions of the men in several of the games left
unfinished during his blindfold seance here. As soon as the number of the board was mentioned
he immediately proceeded to do so, although he had not thought about them since he left here.
After his return from the Northwest he will make another stop at Chicago and again entertain the

members of the Chicago Chess and Checker club.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.01.28, p20

The following games were played at the Chicago Chess and Checker club between George

Slocum and Harry Pillsbury:
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.01.28, p28
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Date: 1900.01

Site: USA Chicago, IL
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition
Black: Pillsbury,HN
White: Slocum,GH
Opening: [000] Whilter

(663)

1.11-15 23-19 2.7-11 27-23 3.11-16 22-18
4.15x22 25x18 5.10-14 29-25 6.3-7 25-22
7.7-10 24-20 8.9-13 18x9 9.5x14 20x11
10.8x24 28x19 11.4-8 22-18 12.6-9 18-15
13.1-5 15x6 14.14-17 21x14 15.9x27 32x23
16.2x9 19-16 17.12x19 23x16 18.8-12 16-11

19.12-16 11-7 20.9-14 7-2 21.14-18 2-7
22.18-22 26x17 23.13x22 7-10 24.5-9 10-15
25.9-14 31-27 26.16-20 15-19 27.14-17
19-24 28.17-21 24-28 29.22-25 28-32
30.25-29 27-24 31.20x27 32x23 32.29-25
23-18 0-1

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.01.28, p28

Date: 1900.01

Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition
Black: Pillsbury,HN

White: Slocum,GH

Opening: [040] Double Corner

(664)

1.9-14 22-18 2.5-9 25-22 3.11-16 18-15
4.10x19 24x15 5.7-10 27-24 6.10x19 24x15
7.16-19 23x16 8.12x19 22-17 9.14-18 17-13
10.9-14 29-25 11.8-12 26-22 12.4-8 22-17
13.2-7 17x10 14.7x14 30-26 15.18-23 26-22

16.23-26 22-17 17.26-30 17x10 18.12-16

13-9 19.6x13 10-6 20.1x10 15x6 21.13-17

21x14 22.30x21 14-10 23.21-17 6-2
Eventually drawn

(...) Y- %

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.01.28, p28
Chicago Tribune, 1901.02.17, p19 (ends 16.23-26)

Date: 1900.01

Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

Black: Slocum,GH

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [121] Cross

Annotations: Chicago Daily Inter Ocean

(665)

1.11-15 23-18 2.8-11 27-23 3.10-14 23-19
4.14x23 19x10 5.7x14 26x19 6.11-16 19-15
7.4-8 24-20 8.16-19 20-16 9.2-7 30-26
10.14-18 32-27 11.9-14 22-17 12.7-11 16x7
13.3x10 27-24 14.5-9 26-22
Mr. Pillsbury played 24-20, allowing
one for two. Mr. Slocum called his
attention to it, and the game
proceeded.

15.9-13 24-20 16.1-5

If 19-23, then 28-24 wins.
16...28-24 17.19x28 31-27 18.10x19 22x15
19.13x22 25x2 20.28-32 27-24 21.19x28 2-7
22.32-27 7-11

Pillsbury won
0-1

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.01.28, p28 (gives Pillsbury as Black)

The [...] game was played at the 4 C Chess club during Mr. Pillsbury’s annual visit last year.

Chicago Tribune, 1901.03.17, p20

Date: 1900.01

Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition
Black: Pillsbury,HN

White: Slocum,GH

Opening: [040] Double Corner

(666)

1.9-14 22-18 2.5-9 25-22 3.12-16 24-20
4.10-15 27-24 5.15-19 24x15 6.16-19 23x16
7.14x23 26x19 8.11x25 29x22 9.8-12 22-18
10.6-10 31-26 11.4-8 32-27 12.8-11 19-15

13.10x19 27-24 14.3-8 24x15 15.12x19
21-17 16.2-6 17-14 17.1-5 26-23 18.19x26
30x23 19.9-13 14-9 0-1

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.01.28, p28
Chicago Tribune, 1901.03.17, p20
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1900.01.26 Fri: Chicago, IL
e Leaves for Minneapolis

As Pillsbury was in Albert Lea, MN, Saturday afternoon, January 27th, then he clearly had left
Chicago prior to the evening of the 27th, probably on the evening of the 26th.

Chicago, Ill., Jan. 27.—...]

Harry Pillsbury, the famous chess and checker expert, has been in Chicago the past few days. He

starts for Minneapolis, Minn., tonight.
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.01.28, p28

1900.01.27 Sat: Albert Lea, MN (Armstrong residence)
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
8 games: 8 chess [+8=0-0]
e Evening: Lecture & memory exhibition
e Evening: Simultaneous play

Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess champion, made his second annual visit to the city last Saturday,
being entertained by the Chess Club at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Augustus Armstrong. This visit
was even more enjoyed by the members of the club than the first. The afternoon was spent at

blind-fold chess and in the evening Mr. Pillsbury gave a very instructive talk to the chess players.
Albert Lea Enterprise, 1900.01.31, p5

The Albert Lea chess club for a second time received a visit from Harry N. Pillsbury, of
Philadelphia, the chess expert, last Saturday. He was entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Augustus
Armstrong, where he was met by the members of the club. The afternoon was spent in blindfold
playing, Mr. Pillsbury winning in each case, although very skillful defenses were made.

L. C. Lane, Petroff’s defense; Aug. Armstrong, Ruy Lopez, Prof. Manuel, Wells, queen’s
gambit; C. E. Southwick, king’s gambit declined. Mrs. A. Armstrong, Vienna opening; Benj.
Frysile [sic; Fryslie], Dr. H. Nissen, king’s gambit declined. Prof. Strong [sic; Strom], Guioco
[sic; Giuoco] piano; T. E. Schleuder, Vienna opening.

Refreshments were served in the evening which were followed by an hour’s very interesting
discussion of chess topics by Mr. Pillsbury, and he also gave a very striking memory test of
30 words furnished by Mesdames Armstrong, Wilcox and Petran. The remainder of the evening
was spent in simultaneous play, Messrs. Hess, Hurd and Belsheim, besides the others being
present and participating. Mrs [sic; Mr]. Pillsbury’s visit was greatly enjoyed and a visit next

year is fondly hoped for.
Albert Lea Freeborn County Standard, 1900.01.31, p5

1900.01.28 Sun: St. Paul, MN
e Afternoon: Arrived and registered at the Metropolitan hotel

Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess champion of the United States, and possible future champion of the

world, arrived in the city Sunday afternoon and is now registered at the Metropolitan hotel.
St. Paul Globe, 1900.01.30, p10

1900.01.30 Tue: St. Paul, MN (St. Paul Chess and Whist club)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
14 games: 11 chess [+8=2-1], 1 checkers [+1=0-0], 2 whist [+0=2-0]

Mr. Pillsbury is looking well, unusually well, notwithstanding the hardest kind of work put up by
him in his blindfolded chess exhibitions in all the large cities of the country.

Mr. Pillsbury will be the guest of the St. Paul Chess and Whist club this evening, and has
consented to give an exhibition of his unusual skill as a chess and checker player by playing
twelve games of chess and six of checkers simultaneously, without sight of board or of men,
while contesting a game of duplicate whist in a team of fours.

Mr. Pillsbury is the only chess player living or dead that ever played the three games
simultaneously. He has just completed a long engagement with the Chicago Chess and Checker
club, and also with the chess club of the University of Chicago. His tour embraced the large
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cities of all the Eastern and Middle states, and he has puzzled alike the chess player and the
philosopher with his wonderful powers of memory.

The exhibition will commence at 7:30 this evening at the rooms of the club.
St. Paul Globe, 1900.01.30, p10

The devotees at Caissa’s shrine were enthused last night by the appearance among them of Harry
N. Pillsbury, the high priest of her mysteries.

This afternoon and evening he plays simultaneously and blindfold at Minneapolis, returning here
Thursday for a second assault on the local gray matter. On Saturday he is booked for Grand
Forks where he will find quite a congregation of earnest admirers for the game, and of him as its
greatest American exponent. From Grand Forks he goes to Winnipeg, playing there Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday. Returning to the States he hopes to stir up the dormant players at
Fargo. Northfield will entertain him on his way back to Chicago, where he is booked to play
sixteen blindfold simultaneous games Saturday, Feb. 10. Those who have ever attempted even a
few moves without sight of board will know how severe a strain the next two weeks will put
upon the chess champion.

At 8 p.m. the names of the Saints’ champions were called out, and they were seated at the
outside of tables numbered 1 to 11, all playing the black, and giving Pillsbury the move, as
follows:

Table Player. Opening.

1. G. B. Spencer Ruy Lopez.

2. H. A. Hageman King's Gambit declined.
3. W. O. Hillman King's Gambit.

4., Walter Chapin Kaiseritski [sic; Kieseritzky].
5. H. W. Slack Ruy Lopez.

6. F. H. Stoltze King's Fianchetto.

7. W. C. Sargeant [sic; Sargent] Queen's Pawn.

8. Dr. D. Rhodes Irregular.

9. J. I. Jellett Ruy Lopez.

10. T. J. Buford King's Gambit.

11. Dr. T. Bigelow Queen's Pawn.

Checkers—C. J. Thompson.
Whist—Two fairly strong teams, though not the best the club affords, owing to bad weather.

It will be seen that he gave the few onlookers a variety of opening, doubtless to demonstrate not
only his knowledge of the book, but the mobility of a memory that could carry so many distinct
transactions in his mind from start to finish.

At the end of the sixth round he had played out his first board at duplicate whist.
He made no pause whatever till at table No. 5, on the sixth round, and then only momentarily.

At table No. 1 he castled early and secured a good strong position on the seventh move; Spencer
replied weakly, queen to king’s 2, and lost the penned knight and the game right there, but this
was quite excusable, as Spencer was giving all his attention to calling the other games and seeing
that the moves were rightly made. At table No. 6 there was trouble on the eighth round, Black’s
king being put on the run. At table No. 2 Pillsbury secured a fine offensive and defensive game
on the ninth round, castling, though only a pawn apiece had fallen. With Jellett, Pillsbury had
secured a fine open game on the tenth round, with even stuff and the option of castling on either
side. Buford’s was very cramped for Buford, with a world of threat impending on the advanced
black queen. Bigelow’s game was cramped, though so far closely safe.

Eight boards had now been played at whist with the score even.

On the eleventh move table five found black with a traveling king, while white was comfortably
castled. Buford resigned on the ninth move, finding himself hopelessly in the toils; this game is a
gem on white’s part against so strong a player as Buford [...]

Hageman’s game was none too good on the twelfth round with an open king’s knight’s file and
an uncastled king. Hillman had a good though close game, though there as a threatened
concentration of forces against his king’s wing. Pillsbury sacrificed the king’s bishop on the
thirteenth move, winning it back immediately. Stoltze had a fair game, and Sargeant [sic;
Sargent] had wiggled into a practical castling on the queen’s side. Rhodes’ game savored of the
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moribund, and Jellett’s was not good, for his entire king’s side was still unopened, with white
strongly advancing his center with the king castled on the queen’s side [...]

On the thirteenth round Bigelow had a very solid game, though cramped on the queen’s side. On
this round he elicited a laugh at Slack’s expense by recommending him “not to resign yet.”
Chapin had well defended his kaieseritzki [sic; Kieseritzky] and won white’s bishop on the
twentieth move, a clear piece behind. The games were now getting uneven of length; on some
boards moves had been made in rapid sequence, whilst others had progressed steadily so that
Bigelow’s was at move fifteen and Jellett’s at fourteen, when others were at their twenty-first
and twenty-second moves. The mass on the king’s corner was steadily maintained on Bigelow’s
board, with black’s queen’s bishop and rook out of play, while all white’s men trended kingward,
an ominous threat of a combined onslaught.

The second round of the whist game was now concluded with a tie again.

On the sixteenth move Stoltze had an even game, but white’s rooks were massed on king’s file
with pawns threatened. On this round the caller announced Jellett’s resignation, which was
hurriedly recalled by him amid a laugh when Pillsbury said, “Oh! Not yet.” Slack was reduced to
pulp before he was convinced that Pillsbury knew where he was at in every detail. He then
resigned the pulp—reluctantly.

The checker game was now ended in white’s favor, he having trapped the man and another
trapped.

Dr. Rhodes fell a victim to a pretty end combination with pieces even. The twenty-fourth move
found Hillman on the ragged edge of a concentrated attack that soon finished in neat style.

On the twenty-seventh move Pillsbury got a passed pawn both on Sargeant’s and Hageman’s
boards. On Stoltze’s board the champion carefully held together his queen’s wing pawns and
went after the scattered pawns of black.

Spencer resigned on his twenty-seventh move after a fine struggle, short the piece so early lost.

Sargeant played a very carefully conducted game after his early weakness, but the passed pawns
were bound to tell yet did not in a hurried ending.

Jellet struggled on tenaciously, but Pillsbury got after the queen’s side pawns—and let it be
noted here that this abandonment of the queen’s side pawns is as fatal an error in chess as
Buller’s blundering at the Boer intrenchments. It mean’s death if persisted in.

Bigelow had a pawn the best of it on the thirty-first move and was offered a draw and accepted it
as time was against him. [...]

Hageman at last resigned with three passed pawns against him, having made a gallant fight.
Stoltze thinking he had a safe draw found himself with a mate in two staring him suddenly in the
face and resigned. On the fortieth move Pillsbury makes a slip and had to give Jellet a draw.
Sargeant’s game was the last to end in a loss.

The total score was Pillsbury lost one, drew two and won eight.
St. Paul Globe, 1900.01.31, p5

Mr. Pillsbury arrived in St. Paul Tuesday of this week and was the guest of the St. Paul Chess
and Whist Club. In the evening he played one game of checkers and eleven games of chess
simultaneously. He also played a game of whist at the same time, and won them all, no one
succeeding in drawing a game.

His opponent at checkers was C. J. Thompson; at chess, G. B. Spencer, I. J. Gillett [sic; J. I.
Jellett], D. J. Bufurd [sic; T. J. Buford], A. J [sic; T]. Bigelow, W. C. Sargent, D. W. Rhodes, F.
H. Stoltze, W. L. Chapin, H. W. Slack, H. A. Hagerman [sic; Hageman] and W. O. Hillman; at
whist, the players with Mr. Pillsbury were E. J. Larkin, S. Smith and D. S. Sperry. They opposed

O. M. Metcalf, F. G. Donaldson, R. C. Patterson and H. O. Greene.
Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.03, Part |1, p3

Harry Nelson Pillsbury arrived in St. Paul on January 28th, 1900. He performed his blindfold
exhibitions at the St. Paul Chess and Whist Club on January 30 and February 1 [...]

38



Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Pillsbury’s Scores

Chess Checkers
Date Played W D L Played W D L
1/30 11 8 2 1 1 1 0 0

In the first exhibition, Pillsbury “tied” at whist, beat E. C. [sic; C. J.] Thompson at checkers. He
played White in all the chess games with the following results:

1 Won G. B. Spencer Ruy, 28 moves

2 Won H. A. Hageman KGD, 35 moves

3 Won W. O. Hillman KGA

4 Lost W. Chapin KGA 37 moves

5 Won H. W. Black [sic; Slack] Ruy 20 moves
6 Won F. H. Stoltze K's Fianch.

7 Won Dr. Rhodes

9 Draw J. Jellett Ruy 47 moves

10 Won T. J. Buford Vienna 9 moves

11 Drew Dr. Bigelow QGD 29 moves

Aside from the chess, checkers and whist, Pillsbury’s blindfold exhibition included a memory
demonstration in which he passed out 30 slips of paper. On each would be written 5 words. He
would be told the 5 words on each of the 30 slips, and afterwards recite the contents of any of the
30 slips at will.

Perhaps unfortunately, most of the recorded games are those which Pillsbury failed to win. The
following are from the St. Paul Dispatch of February 3, 10, 17, and March 17. [...]

The next four games — from the January 30, 1900 exhibition:
Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, p521 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)

Date: 1900.01.30 (667)
Site: USA St. Paul, MN (St. Paul Chess & Whist Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 4)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Chapin,WL

Opening: [C39] King’s Gambit

1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 g5 4.h4 g4 5.Ne5 h5 22.Ne2 Kf6 23.Nf4 Bf7 24.Rd1 h4 25.gxh4
6.Bc4 Nh6 7.d4 Be7 8.Bxf4 Bxh4+ 9.g3 Rxh4 26.Rd8 Kg5 27.Nd3 Nc4 28.Rd7 Be6
Bf6 10.Qd2 d6 11.Bxh6 dxe5 12.0-0 Nc6 29.Rg7+ Kf6 30.Rxc7 Nd2 31.Rxb7 Nxed
13.Bxf7+ Kxf7 14.Bg5 Nxd4 15.Rxf6+ 32.Rxa7 g3 33.Nel Bg4 34.Nf3 Bxf3+
Qxf6 16.Bxf6 Nf3+ 17.Kg2 Nxd2 18.Bxh8 35.Kxf3 Rh2 36.Ra8 g2 0-1

Nf3 19.Nc3 Be6 20.Bxe5 Nxe5 21.Rh1 Rh8

St. Paul Globe, 1900.01.31, p5
Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, p521 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)

Date: 1900.01.30 (668)
Site: USA St. Paul, MN (St. Paul Chess & Whist Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 9)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Jellett,JI

Opening: [C62] Spanish

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 d6 4.d4 Bd7 28.Rg7+ Kf8 29.Rdf7+ Ke8 30.Rxf6 Rxa2
5.Nc3 exd4 6.Nxd4 Nxd4 7.Bxd7+ Qxd7 31.Rc6 Ral+ 32.Kd2 Rd8+ 33.Ke2 Kf8
8.Qxd4 c6 9.Bf4 b6 10.0-0-0 Rd8 11.Rhel 34.Rh7 Re8+ 35.Kf3 Kg8 36.Rxh5 Ra2
f6 12.Qc4 b5 13.Qe2 Kf7 14.Qf3 h5 15.e5 37.Rcxc5 Rxb2 38.Rxb5 Rxc2 39.Rbg5+
fxe5 16.Bxe5+ Nf6 17.Bxf6 gxf6 18.Ned Kf7 40.Rh7+ Kf6 41.Rg4 Ree2 42.Rgh4
Rh6 19.Ng5+ Kg8 20.Ne6 Rc8 21.Qf4 Rg6 Rxf2+ 43.Kg4 Rc4+ 44Kh3 Rcc2
22.Nxf8 Rxf8 23.Rxd6 Qg4 24.Qxg4 Rxg4 45.R4h6+ Kg5 46.Rh5+ Kg6 47.R7h6+
25.03 ¢c5 26.Re7 Ra4 27.Rdd7 Ra8 Kg7 Y-

St. Paul Globe, 1900.01.31, p5 (up to 20.Ne6)
Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, p522 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)
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Date: 1900.01.30 (669)
Site: USA St. Paul, MN (St. Paul Chess & Whist Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 10)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Buford,TJ

Opening: [C25] Vienna

1.e4 5 2.Nc3 Bc5 3.f4 Bxgl 4.Rxgl Qh4+ 8.fxe5 Qxe5 9.d4 1-0
5093 Qxh2 6.Rg2 Qh6 7.Nd5 Qd6
St. Paul Globe, 1900.01.31, p5

Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, p522 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)

Date: 1900.01.30 (670)
Site: USA St. Paul, MN (St. Paul Chess & Whist Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 11)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Bigelow, AT

Opening: [D60] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3 19.Rfel Bd7 20.Bxd5 exd5 21.Qa5 Bg4
Nbd7 6.Nf3 0-0 7.Bd3 dxc4 8.Bxc4 Nh5 22.Re3 Bxf3 23.Nf5 Bxg2+ 24.Kxg2 Qe6
9.Bxe7 Qxe7 10.0-0 Nhf6 11.e4 c6 12.e5 25.Ng3 a6 26.exf6 Qxf6 27.Qd2 Nf4+
Nd5 13.Ne4 N7b6 14.Bb3 Nf4 15.Qd2 Ng6 28.Kh1 Nh3 29.f3 ¥2-%

16.Racl Nd5 17.Nd6 f6 18.Khl Rb8
St. Paul Globe, 1900.01.31, p5

Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, p522 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)

1900.01.31 Wed: Minneapolis, MN
e Afternoon: Simultaneous (Flour City CC)
41? games: 35 chess [+33=0-2], 67? checkers [+5=2-1]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (Commercial Club)
14 games: 10 chess [+8=0-2], 3 checkers [+2=1-0], 1 whist

Raine apparently won the only game Pillsbury had lost at checkers during the “playing thirty
other games of chess and checkers.” | suspect the Minnesota Chess Journal found a report
stating that Pillsbury had won five games of checkers during the afternoon simultaneous, so there
were probably more boards played than the wins noted. A confirming report is desired.

He performed [...] at the Flour City Chess Club on January 31.

Pillsbury’s Scores

Chess Checkers
Date Played W D L Played W D L
1/31 35 33 0 2 5 5 0 0
1/31 10 8 0 2 3 2 1 0

In the Minneapolis simultaneous, Pillsbury lost to F. N. Stacy and F. S. Lewis. In the blindfold
display later that day, he lost again to F. N. Stacy,* and to N. M. McLeod. Bert Titus got the
draw in checkers. [...]

*One of Stacy’s wins, 1/31/1900.

Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, p521 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)

Harry N. Pillsbury of Brooklyn, N. Y., champion chess and checker player of the United States,
will be in Minneapolis to-morrow and will give two public exhibitions of his skill. During the
afternoon he will play simultaneous chess against all comers at the rooms of the Flour City Chess
Club, on Nicollet avenue. In the evening, he will play “blindfold” chess and checkers, at the
Commercial Club.

This so-called “blindfold” play affords a most interesting example of Mr. Pillsbury’s mental
training. He sits in one room, playing whist, while in an adjoining apartment several players are
seated, with chess and checker boards before them. As they make a move it is announced to Mr.
Pillsbury by a crier. He then indicates the move he wishes to make in reply, without seeing the

board. He is expected to reach the city some time this evening.
Minneapolis Journal, 1900.01.30, p6

There was a flurry among the members and visitors of the Flour City Chess and Checker Club
this afternoon when Harry N. Pillsbury, the national champion, arrived. Mr. Pillsbury arrived
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about 2:20, and met his old friends and acquaintances and made many new ones. He plays
checkers simultaneously with eight men during the afternoon, and this evening plays “blindfold”
chess at the rooms of the Commercial Club. From here Mr. Pillsbury will return to St. Paul and

will go to Grand Forks. He has been on a tour since early in September.
Minneapolis Journal, 1900.01.31, p6

On Wednesday, the day following, he arrived in Minneapolis. In the afternoon, at the rooms of
the Flour City Chess and Checkers Club, Mr. Pillsbury played thirty-five simultaneous games of
chess, losing but two of that number. These games went to Frank N. Stacy and F. S. Lewis. In
the other games, the visitor was an easy victor. It was Mr. Pillsbury’s second visit to the Chess

and Checkers Club of Minneapolis.

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.03, Part Il, p3

Date: 1900.01.31

(671)

Site: USA Minneapolis, MN (Flour City Chess and Checkers Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Stacy,FN

Opening: [D55] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3
0-0 6.Nf3 Nc6 7.cxd5 exd5 8.Qb3 Be6
9.Bd3 Nb4 10.Bb1 ¢5 11.a3 c4 12.Qd1 Nc6
13.h4 Bg4 14.Qc2 g6 15.Qd1 a6 16.Bxf6

Bxf6 17.h5 Bxh5 18.Rxh5 gxh5 19.Qc2
Re8 20.Qxh7+ Kf8 21.0xh5 Nxd4
22.Nxd4 Bxd4 23.Nxd5 Qa5+ 24.Kfl
Rad8 25.e4 Qd2 0-1

Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, p521 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)

Pillsbury in Minneapolis.

Following is the only game lost by Mr. Pillsbury at checkers while visiting the twin cities: [...]

It is but fair to state when this game was lost Mr. Pillsbury was playing thirty other games of

chess and checkers.

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.17, Part I, p3

Date: 1900.01.31

(672)

Site: USA Minneapolis, MN (Flour City Chess and Checkers Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
Black: Raine,RR

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [112] Switcher

1.11-15 21-17 2.9-13 25-21 3.8-11 17-14
4.10x17 21x14 5.6-10 29-25 6.10x17 25-21
7.1-6 21x14 8.6-10 22-17 9.13x22 26x17
10.15-18 24-19 11.11-15 28-24 12.4-8 31-26

13.8-11 17-13 14.10x17 23x14 15.7-10 14x7
16.3x10 27-23 17.11-16 24-20 18.15x24
20x11 19.24-27 23-19 20.27-31 26-23
21.31-27 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.17, Part Il, p3

On Wednesday [...]

In the evening, at the rooms of the Commercial Club, Mr. Pillsbury accomplished a still more
difficult task. From 8:30 o’clock until nearly midnight, he was engaged in a friendly game of
whist with such noted players as W. H. Wheeler and E. A. Montgomery. While playing this
whist, he was carrying in his mind ten chess boards and three checker boards, presided over by
the best chess and checker players of Minneapolis and the state of Minnesota. In the whist game,
Mr. Pillsbury showed himself to be an expert; in the chess and checker games he is an
acknowledged expert.

Not one of the thirteen boards did Mr. Pillsbury see from the time he took his seat at the whist
table until he arose from his chair at 2 o’clock in the morning. Starting with board No. 1, in the
chess series, the moves of his opponents were called off to him by C. B. Clement and his moves
were made in return by the same gentleman. From No. 1 the play was shifted to No. 2, then to
No. 3, and so on until No. 1 board in the checker game was reached. Then came the three games
of checkers and chess board No. 1 was reached again.

The checker games were finished first, Mr. Pillsbury winning two and drawing one. Charles
T. Davis and J. C. Hubinger lost and Bert Titus, one of the best players in the state of Minnesota,
played the draw. Mr. Titus, in addition to watching his board, also called the moves in the
checker games.
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Of the ten chess games, Mr. Pillsbury won eight and resigned two. Frank N. Stacy was again
successful in the evening, winning on his twenty-ninth move. The other victor of the evening
was N. M. MacLeod, the leading chess player of the state. Those who resigned to Mr. Pillsbury
were: F. S. Lewis, J. S. Parsons, P. L. Plantin, Carman N. Smith, C. P [sic; G]. Rosen, F. A.
Huxman, L. A. Lamereux [sic; Lameraux] and H. K. McClelland.

Before play began in the evening, Mr. Pillsbury was the guest of the Chess and Checker Club at

a dinner served in the rooms of the Commercial Club.
Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.03, Part 1, p3

Harry N. Pillsbury of Boston, the recognized chess and checkers champion of this country, and
who won the international chess contest in England a year ago, gave an interesting exhibition of
his marvelous skill at the rooms of the Commercial Club last night, when he played “blindfold”
chess and checkers with the best players in the state. While engaged in a game of whist in one
room he carried in his mind the ten chess boards and the three checker boards for nearly four

hours, winning eight chess games and two checker games.
Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.01, p7

Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of the country, has demonstrated his wonderful
faculty of mental play at the Minneapolis Whist club rooms last evening.

Mr. Pillsbury played simultaneously 10 games of chess and three of checkers. Of the first he won
eight games and lost two. At checkers he won two games, and the third was a draw. Play started
at 8:30 o’clock, and the last man resigned at 1:15 o’clock this morning.

Titus made a draw at checkers. The losers at chess were Dr. F. A. Huxman, F. S. Lewis, J. S.
Parsons, P. L. Plantin, Carmen N. Smith, C. G. Rosen, L. A. Lameraux. The losers at checkers
were Charles F [sic; T]. Davis, J. C. Hubbinger.

Mr. Pillsbury has improved wonderfully in mental play since he was here a year ago. While he

was conducting the 13 games in his mind, he indulged in whist with members of the whist club.
Minneapolis Tribune, 1900.02.01, p7

The following interesting game was played between F. N. Stacy of Minneapolis and Mr.
Pillsbury during the champion’s recent visit to this city. The notes are by Mr. Stacy. Played at the

Commercial Club while Mr. Pillsbury played twelve other games blindfold.
Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.17, Part 11, p3 (courtesy John S. Hilbert)

Date: 1900.01.31 (673)
Site: USA Minneapolis, MN (Commercial Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Stacy,FN

Opening: [C67] Spanish

Annotations: Stacy (Minneapolis Journal)

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxe4 Black prepares to strengthen his
The regular Berlin Defense. position.

5.d4 Nd6 6.Ba4 15.Qf3 d5
The usual move here is 6.Bxc6. This isolates White’s King’s bishop
Pillsbury by this innovation from the game.
preserves his King bishop for future 16.94
activity, this piece being an Weakens the King’s position,
important factor in most of his although necessary to save the
games. f-pawn.

6...e4 16...Bh4
Black retains his captured pawn for a Initial move of Black’s counter
number of moves. attack.

7.Rel Be7 8.Ne5 0-0 9.Nc3 5 10.f3 17.Rf1 Ng5
White sets out to get his pawn back. Courting 18.Bxg5 Qxg5.

10...Nxe5 18.Qg2 b5 19.Bb3 Bb7
Ultimately loses the pawn, but frees Main support of Black’s final attack.
Black’s position. 20.Be3 Kh8

11.dxe5 Nf7 12.fxe4 Nxe5 13.Qd5+ Nf7 Necessary before opening campaign,

14.exf5 c6 on account of White’s bishop at b3.

21.Bc5
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Temporarily  blocking  Black’s
threatened pawn advance.

21...Re8 22.Rad1 b4
White does not dare capture because
of Black’s b6 check.

23.Na4 Ne4
Sacrificing two pawns in this and
next move to prepare for final coup.

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

25.Nxc5 works out much the same.
25...Nxc5 26.Nxc5 Qb6 27.Rxd5
Only move, but does not avail.
27...Bxd5 28.Qxd5 Be7
Black here had a variety of moves
any one of which would suffice to
win.
0-1

24 Bxb4 c5 25.Bxch5

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.17, Part Il, p3 (courtesy John S. Hilbert)

It is stated in the Minneapolis Journal that Titus got a draw in the evening blindfold
simultaneous, however, in the notes to the game below given by Titus he states that the following
win by Pillsbury was played during that night. Did Titus play more than one game with Pillsbury
during that performance (perhaps the “official” draw followed by this loss) or was Titus
mistaken in his note? Could the report given in the Minneapolis Journal be in error with either
Davis or Hubinger getting the draw? I am inclined to go with Titus about the game being played
during the blindfold simultaneous, however, one of the three draws against Titus given below
could be the “official” blindfold simultaneous draw mentioned in the Minneapolis Journal.

Date: 1900.01.31 (674)
Site: USA Minneapolis, MN (Commercial Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

White: Titus,AA

Opening: [040] Double Corner

Annotations: Titus (Minneapolis Journal)

1.9-14 Here is where Pillsbury’s control
A game played by H. N. Pillsbury over the situation began to show
while he also dictated the moves in itself.
two other checker games and ten 10...19-16 11.12x19 23x16 12.14x23 27x18
chess games without once seeing any Perhaps the wrong way to jump and
of the thirteen boards. last move for a draw.

1...22-18 2.5-9 25-22 3.12-16 29-25 4.16-19 13.8-12 16-11 14.12-16 32-28 15.16-19

24x15 5.10x19 23x16 6.11x20 26-23 7.7-10 26-23 16.19x26 30x23 17.9-13

31-26 This move and his next 18.10-14,
The player of the white was here made after each other board had
somewhat in doubt as to whether received its share of attention, proves
7...30-26 would not be as god [sic; how marvelously accurate the chess
good] as 7...31-26. champion could play.

8.8-12 28-24 9.4-8 24-19 10.1-5 17...23-19 18.10-14 18x9 19.5x14 19-15 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.10, Part Il, p3

Mr. Titus played eight games with Mr. Pillsbury last week, the score being Pillsbury, 1; Titus, 0;
drawn, 7. This score demonstrates two facts—first, that Mr. Titus is a very fine player, and,
second, that Mr. Pillsbury, while an admitted expert at checkers, is not in the same class with
Barker, Heffner, Freeman, Bradt or Hefter. Any of the last named gentlemen could win three or
four games out of eight with Mr. Titus. But Mr. Pillsbury is the greatest combination player of

chess and checkers in the world.
Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.10, Part Il, p3

Date: 1900 (675)
Site: USA Minneapolis, MN

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

Black: Titus,AA

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [129] Second Double Corner

Annotations: Titus (Minneapolis Journal)

1.11-15 1..24-19 2.15x24 28x19 3.8-11 22-18
Just as the game was started, “the 4.9-14
man who invented the game” entered
the room.
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By the time | made this move he had
came near enough to tell me that |
had a better move than that.
4..18x9 55x14 25-22 6.11-15 32-28
7.15x24 28x19 8.4-8
At this stage, my advisor said |
would had won the game if | “had
gone there.”
8..22-18 9.6-9 29-25 10.8-11 18-15
11.11x18 21-17 12.14x21 23x5
With this position on the board, the
inventor was sure | would get beaten,
and said so several times, whereupon
| inquired if he lived in the city, and,

as he answered, “Yes,” | said to him:
“Why don’t you come around where
the good players are? You’ll never
learn to play unless you do,” but he
never noticed the hint.
13.7-11 25-22 14.11-16 27-23 15.3-7 22-18
16.7-11 26-22 17.16-20 22-17 18.20-24
18-14 19.11-16 14x7 20.2x11 31-26 21.24-27
19-15 22.11x18 23x14 23.27-31 26-22
And | was glad to call it a draw, for |
was practically playing against more
than one.
Ya-Ya

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.10, Part 1, p3

Date: 1900

Site: USA Minneapolis, MN

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

Black: Pillsbury,HN

White: Titus,AA

Opening: [039] Double Corner
Annotations: Titus (Minneapolis Journal)

(676)

1.9-14 22-17 2.11-16 24-19 3.8-11 25-22
4.11-15 17-13 5.15x24 28x19 6.4-8 22-18
7.8-11 18x9 8.5x14 29-25 9.11-15 25-22
10.15x24 27x11 11.7x16 22-18 12.6-9 13x6
13.2x9 31-27 14.16-19 23x16 15.12x19
26-23

| once played 15..27-23 against

C. T. Davis and lost the game.
16.19x26 30x23 17.3-7 27-24 18.1-5 24-19
19.9-13 18x9 20.5x14 32-28 21.13-17 28-24
22.17-22 19-16 23.22-26 23-19 24.26-31
Yo-Y5

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.10, Part Il, p3

Date: 1900

Site: USA Minneapolis, MN
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition
Black: Titus,AA

White: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [112] Switcher

(677)

1.11-15 21-17 2.9-13 25-21 3.8-11 17-14
4.10x17 21x14 5.6-10 22-17 6.13x22 26x17
7.4-8 29-25 8.1-6 31-26 9.15-19 24x15
10.10x19 23x16 11.12x19 27-24 12.6-9
24x15 13.11x18 17-13 14.18-23 13x6

15.2x18 26x19 16.18-23 19-15 17.5-9 25-22
18.9-14 15-10 19.14-17 22x13 20.7x14 13-9
21.8-11 9-6 22.11-15 6-2 23.15-18 2-6
24.23-27 Y5-%>

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.10, Part Il, p3

February, 1900

1900.02.01 Thu: Minneapolis, MN
e Leaves for St. Paul

Mr. Pillsbury goes from here to St. Paul to-day, and will then go to Grand Forks, where he will

meet the local champions.

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.01, p7

1900.02.01 Thu: St. Paul, MN (St. Paul Chess and Whist Club)

e Blindfold Simultaneous
10 games: 10 chess [+8=1-1]

He performed his blindfold exhibitions at the St. Paul Chess and Whist Club on January 30 and

February 1[...]

Pillsbury’s Scores

Chess
Date Played W D L
2/1 10 8 1 1
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[...] The next two games are from the Feb. 1st Exhibition:
Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, pp521-522 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)

Date: 1900.02.01 (678)
Site: USA St. Paul, MN (St. Paul Chess & Whist Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Bigelow, AT

Opening: [A85] Dutch

1.d4 5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.Nf3
0-0 6.Bxf6 Bxf6 7.4 d6 8.Bd3 b6 9.0-0 16.93 Qg6 17.Bf5 Rxf5 18.Nxf5 Qxf5
Bb7 10.exf5 exf5 11.Bxf5 Nd7 12.Be6+ 19.gxh4 Nd3 20.Re2 Rf8 21.Qc2 -¥

Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, p522 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)

Kh8 13.d5 Nc5 14.Rel Qe8 15.Nd4 Bh4

Date: 1900.02.01 (679)
Site: USA St. Paul, MN (St. Paul Chess & Whist Club)
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Hageman,HA
Opening: [C35] King’s Gambit

l.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 Be7 4.Bc4 Bh4a+
5.93 fxg3 6.0-0 gxh2+ 7.Khl d5 8.Bxd5
Bf6 9.Nc3 Ne7 10.Bb3 Nbc6 11.e5 Nxe5
12.Nxe5 Bxe5 13.Bxf7+ Kf8 14.Be6+ Bf6
15.Bxc8 Rxc8 16.Ne4 Qd5 17.Qf3 Kf7

gxf6 22.Bh6 5 23.Qh5+ Kg8 24.Bxf8 Rxf8
25.0xh2 Ng6 26.Rael c6 27.Qg2 Rf7
28.dxc6 bxc6 29.Rd1 Qe6 30.Rd4 Qe3
31.Rd8+ Kg7 32.Rf3 Qel+ 33.Kh2 Qh4+
0-1

18.c4 Qc6 19.d4 Rhf8 20.d5 Qd7 21.Nxf6

Minnesota Chess Journal, Minnesota Chess History, 1970, p522 (courtesy John W. Donaldson)

1900.02.03 Sat: Grand Forks, ND
e Afternoon: Simultaneous
22 games: 11 chess [+10=1-0], 11 checkers [+10=1-0]
e Evening: Memory exhibition
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous begins
13 games: 6 chess [+5=1-0], 6 checkers [+3=3-0], 1 whist [+1=0-0]

NOTE: [PE”*] and ["PE] denote a printer’s error in the original source where a line of typeset
was accidently used twice, resulting in the second instance replacing an intended line of type.

The chess checker and whist players were given a treat at the Pioneer club rooms yesterday
afternoon and evening which will long be remembered by every one present with infinite
satisfaction. It is the first opportunity Grand Forks people ever had of witnessing the wonderful
mental feats of Harry Nelson Pillsbury, the noted champion chess player.

During the afternoon Mr. Pillsbury played 22 games, 11 of chess and 11 of checkers, with the
best players in the city and a few from out of town, the games all going on at once
simultaneously. He defeated all the chess players with the exception of J. E. Lewis, in which the
game was drawn, and he also defeated all the checker players with the exception of C. J. Hurd,
who succeeded in forcing a draw also. Following is a list of the players and the results.

Chess.

H. M. Wheeler, lost.

C. I. Morrison, lost.

B. O. Seymour, lost.

G. F. Jonsson, lost.

H. D. Quarry, lost.

E. C. Arnold, lost.

Wm. Nuessle, lost.

Le Sueur, lost.

J. E. Lewis, drawn.

E. C. Carruth, lost.

B. S [sic; G]. Skulason, lost.
Checkers.

C. J. Hurd, drawn.

J. D [sic; B]. Matteson, lost.

J. Nelson Kelly, lost.
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George Hanson, lost.
S. W. Barton, lost.
H. Dawley, lost.
Frank Hamilton, lost.
Thomas Beare, lost.
D. W. Luke, lost.

E. C. Bates, lost.

R. C. Hunton, lost.

During the afternoon none but gentlemen were present, but at the evening session there was quite
a sprinkling of ladies. Before the play started Mr. Pillsbury gave several exhibitions of his
remarkable power to memorize, one consisting of having six persons present write a list of
5 names numbering each name. These names were read, with the number to Mr. Pillsbury once,
after which any person giving the number of a name, he would promptly give the name
following it or, the name being given he would as promptly give the number. He concluded by
repeating rapidly, the entire list of names forward and backwards, with their respective numbers.

The balance of the evening’s exhibition consisted of the game of whist, and a simultaneous play
of 6 games of checkers and six of chess. In the chess and checker games Mr. Pillsbury never
once saw the boards, and scarcely hesitated in his whist play to announce what his moves were.
He carried the entire 12 games in his head, without apparently any effort, and without interfering
in the least with his whist playing. Following is a list of the various players:

Chess.
Board 1-G. F. Jonsson of Thompson.
Board 2—Wm. Nuessle.
Board 3-Dr. H. D. Quarry.
Board 4-Dr. H. M. Wheeler and W. A. Gordon.

Board 5—E. C. Carruth.
Board 6—J. E. Lewis.
Checkers.

Board 1-E. C. Bates.

Board 2—Frank Hamilton.

Board 3—D. W. Luke.

Board 4—S. W. Barton and M. E. Hayes.
[PE”"] Board 6—J. E. Lewis. ["PE]
Board 6—C. J. Hurd.

Whist Players.
H. M [sic; N]. Pillsbury and Mrs. W. H. Pringle.
S. S. Titus and Mrs. O. W. Barnes.

Mr. Pillsbury won the whist game by 10 points and won three of the checker games and five of
the chess games. On Checker Board No. 1, E. C. Bates; No. 4, S. W. Baron and M. E. Hayes, and
No. 6, C. J. Hurd, the games were drawn. The latter gentleman did remarkably well, having also
played a drawn game in the afternoon.

J. E. Lewis, Board 6 in chess, also played a drawn game and is naturally well pleased with his
success when pitted against a player of national reputation. Considering the fact that he is out of

practice, his playing was most remarkable. The playing was not over until 3 a.m.
Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1900.02.04, p8

Grand Forks, N. D., Feb. 8.—To the Checker Editor:

Pillsbury gave an exhibition here last Saturday afternoon and evening of the twenty-
two games in simultaneous play. One chess and one checker game were drawn. In the
evening Mr. Pillsbury played six games each of chess and checkers, one game of chess
being drawn and three games of checkers, C. J. Hurd, making the best score in
checkers, vis., lost 1, drawn, 2; E. C. Bates, lost 1; drawn, 1; Mr. Matteson, lost 2;
drawn 1. Mr. Lewis drew the only two games of chess that were drawn with
Mr. Pillsbury. Your problem No. 156, is exceptionally neat.

J. B. Matteson.

Minneapolis Journal, 1900.02.17, Part 1, p3

1900.02.04 Sun: Grand Forks, ND
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous ends
e Morning: Left for Winnipeg
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The chess checker and whist players were given a treat at the Pioneer club rooms yesterday
afternoon and evening which will long be remembered by every one present with infinite
satisfaction. [...]

The playing was not over until 3 a.m.
Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1900.02.04, p8

Harry Nelson Pillsbury will finish his chess play in Winnipeg today. He left this city for there

Sunday morning.
Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1900.02.06, p6

1900.02.04 Sun: Winnipeg, MB, Canada
e Afternoon: Arrived and is at the Clarendon

Mr. Charles [sic; Harry] N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America, and one of the
world’s acknowledged masters in the great game, arrived in the city yesterday afternoon and is at
the Clarendon. Mr. Pillsbury is in the city under the auspices of the Winnipeg Chess club, but not
with the object of any financial gain to that organization, as the surplus proceeds will be handed
over to the Canadian patriotic fund, and in this way citizens will have an opportunity of showing
their patriotism, as well as seeing a unique exhibition. Since visiting the city last Mr. Pillsbury
has introduced a new feature into his game. He now engages 12 players at chess and checkers
while playing duplicate whist. Any one of these games is usually sufficient to engross the
attention of one man so that the great mental effort on the part of Mr. Pillsbury can well be
imagined. Saturday evening at Grand Forks he performed this feat and did not lose a single
game, only two of his opponents being able to secure a draw.

It will be remembered that when last in the city the champion remarked on the very strong play
of Mr. M. Smith, the local expert. Last evening he said: “I am pleased to see that Mr. Smith has,
since my last visit to the city won the championship of the Dominion. While | have never played
a single-handed game against him, | mentioned to several on that occasion that I thought him a
very good man, indeed, and a most promising player. | trust that he will be one of my opponents
to-morrow.”

During the last year Mr. Pillsbury engaged in the great “Master’s Tournament,” where, among
all the celebrated of the world, he tied for second place. Lasker, the German champion, was first.

Besides the regular programme, Mr. Pillsbury performs several interesting intellectual feats, one
of which is especially interesting. Thirty words are read over, and on any one of them being
mentioned its number is at once called. This is a most remarkable instance of memory. There
will be two series of matches, each day in the Masonic Temple, one in the afternoon at 3 o’clock

and the other in the evening.
Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1900.02.05, p5

1900.02.05 Mon: Winnipeg, MB, Canada

e Afternoon: Simultaneous (boards: 14 chess, 4 checkers)
25 games: 17 chess [+16=0-1], 8 checkers [+7=1-0]

e Evening: Simultaneous (boards: 32 chess, 6 checkers)
42 games: 32 chess [+29=3-0], 10 checkers [+2=4-4]

H. N. Pillsbury, chess champion of America, and conceded by some to be the equal of Lasker,
champion of the world, is now in Winnipeg giving exhibitions of his wonderful skill at the royal
game of men.

The first performance was given yesterday afternoon in the Masonic Temple, when he played
simultaneously against fourteen chess and four checker players.

Mr. Pillsbury had the tables arranged around him in such a way as he could walk round inside
from one to the other. He played with no hesitation or apparent effort and made the moves as
soon as he came to the boards, no matter whether it was checkers or chess. It was amusing to
watch him in the many games—in several cases his opponent would move immediately after Mr.
Pillsbury and he was at once snapped up by a counter move on the part of the champion. These
facetious ones eventually came to the conclusion that a little thought was a good thing at times,
as after the first few moves, when all chance of victory for them was gone, they pondered over
their boards and thought the matter out.

The fourteen chess players were:
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Magnus Smith (Canadian champion), W. H. Rooke, G. Paterson [sic; Patterson], A. W. Bruce, A.
M. Frazer [sic; Fraser], A. Hill, S. D. Morris, Rev. J. F. [sic; F. T.] Cross, G. E [sic; B]. Benson, J.
Julius, M. O. Smith, O. Djlihuus [sic; Djurhuus], J. McA. Cameron and Rev. H. Beachman [sic;
Beecham]. Of this number thirteen fell at Pillsbury’s hand, Magnus Smith, the champion of
Canada, alone being successful in winning his game after thirty-four moves. [...]

The checker players were F. Fry, who lost three straight games; D. Christie and W. H. Hill, who
lost two apiece and A [sic; J]. Atkinson, who succeeded in playing a draw game. Both men had

four checkers left on the board.
Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.06, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

To a person of any intellectual development there can be nothing more interesting than the
contests which occurred yesterday afternoon and evening in the Masonic Temple, when
Mr. Chas. [sic; Harry] N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America, performed a feat
which, from a standpoint of mental calculation, would be hard to equal and almost impossible to
surpass. In the afternoon he played 14 games of chess simultaneously against 14 different local
players, and at the same time engaged four experts at checkers. Out of all these contests he lost
but one game at chess, that to Mr. Magnus Smith, the champion of Canada, and drew a game of
checkers with Mr. J. Atkinson.

This performance was, however, thrown into the shade by that of the evening, when Pillsbury
engaged in no less than 30 games of chess, and seven of checkers, with the result most flattering
to his reputation.

The afternoon session was well attended, largely by chess devotees, who found the games most
entirely to their taste. Mr. Pillsbury, in his 14 games made no less than four distinct openings, so
that the play was varied at the different parts of the long table at which the players sat, and
enabled the champion to show his skill at the different styles of play. In most of the games
Pillsbury soon obtained the advantage, but in one of two the local men held out for a long time,
and in the case of Mr. Magnus Smith, won the game. This game was, by long odds, the best of
the afternoon and attracted a great deal of attention. Pillsbury having, as in all his other games,
the white men opened with the Ruy Lopez, which is one of his favorite openings. Smith replied
with the French defence, and played this so carefully that after 31 moves Pillsbury was forced to
resign. Another pretty game was that against Mr. W. H. Rooke, who was also eventually beaten.
Pillsbury opening with a Queen’s gambit.

At checkers Pillsbury was equally successful winning seven out of the eight games, while
Mr. Atkinson, by splendid play, secured a draw.

The afternoon scores were as follows:

Chess.
Magnus Smith 1
W. H. Rooke -1
Geo. Patterson -1
A. W. Bruse [sic; Bruce] -1
A. M. Fraser -1
A. Hill -1
S. D. Morris -1
Rev Canon Coombes -1
G. B. Benson -1
J. Julius -2
M. O. Smith -1
O. Djurhuns [sic; Djurhuus] -3
J. McA. Campbell [sic; Cameron] -1
Rev. H. Beecham -1

Total 16 wins, 1 loss.

Checkers.
D. Christie =2
F. Fry -3
W. H. Hill -2
J. Atkinson )

Total 7 wins, 1 draw.
Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1900.02.06, p5
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Date: 1900.02.05 (680)
Site: CAN Winnipeg, MB (Masonic Temple)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Smith,MM

Opening: [C84] Spanish

le4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bad Nf6 20.f4 exf4 21.Bxf4 Bf6 22.Ra2 Qe8 23.d4
5.0-0 Be7 6.Nc3 b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.a4 b4 9.Ne2 Nb6 24.Qd3 Qc6 25.Nh5 Be7 26.c5 dxch
Na5 10.Ba2 0-0 11.d3 Nb7 12.h3 Nc5 27.d5 Qd7 28.Be5 16 29.Bal c4 30.Qd4 c3
13.Bc4 Be6 14.b3 a5 15.Be3 Bxc4 16.bxcd 31.Nf4 Bd6 32.Ne6 Rf7 33.Bxc3 Be5 0-1

Ne6 17.g4 Nd7 18.Ng3 Ng5 19.Nxg5 Bxg5

Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.06, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

Commencing a little before 8 o’clock in the evening Mr. Pillsbury played simultaneous games
with thirty-three chess and five checker players.

The chess enthusiasts who tried their skill against him during the evening session were Messrs.
Grundy, Simpson, Patterson, A. K. Morrison, W. Bruce, H. McDermid [sic; McDiarmid], Mantle,
G. Adams [sic; Adam], E. Chambers, Rev. T. Cross, S. B [sic; D]. Morris, H. H. Burrell, A. M.
Fraser, A. H [sic; W]. Hill, G. Patterson, F. Ullstrom [sic; P. Uhlstrum], Magnus Smith, W. H.
Rooke, Benson, J. Julius, O. Djurhuus, R. A. Weagant [sic; Weigand], M. O. Smith, F [sic; C].
Birmingham, J. O. Anderson, Rev. Canon Coombs, Mr. and Mrs. J. McA. Cameron, F [sic; H].
Butler, E [sic; A]. Vass, W. A [sic; H]. Thompson, Professor McDermid and T. W. Taylor.

Magnus Smith was soon vanquished, Mr. Pillsbury evidently determined that he at least should
not succeed in beating him. Messrs. H. Benson, Morrison, McCulloch and Rev. F. Cross
succeeded in making drawn games but none beat him.

He played against five opponents at checkers and the records were:

Player P. W. L. D
W [sic; A]. H. Hill 1 0 0 1
H. Van Norman 1 1 0 O
F. Fry 2 1 1 0
D. Christie 2 0 0 2
Atkinson 2 0 1 1

Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.06, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

The evening session was very largely attended, and was most interesting throughout. Down the
centre of the large hall was arranged a series of tables so as to form a hollow square. Around the
outside were seated 39 players, each with a board in front of him, 32 with chess and seven with
checkers, and Pillsbury in the centre kept walking steadily around, puffing a cigar and attending
to each of his antagonists in turn. In the chess games he had no less than 29 wins, while three
players, viz: H. Benson, Rev. Mr. Cross and A. K. Morrison, were able to draw; not a single
game did he lose. Magnus Smith, who had beaten the champion in the afternoon, was given a
little special attention, and after opening in the same way as in the afternoon, the Ruy Lopez,
Pillsbury won the game in 29 moves.

In checkers the fortunes of the day were more evenly divided. Mr. Norman won his only game;
Mr. Hill secured a draw, Mr. McCulloch two draws, and Mr. Fry a win and a loss. The play did
not conclude till after 1:30 o’clock this evening, the complete results being:

W. Grundy -1
H. Simpson -1
Geo. Patterson -1
A. K. Morrison s
A. W. Bruce -1
A. McDiarmid -1
W. J. Mantle -1
Geo. Adam -1
E. Chambers -1
Rev. Cross 15
F [sic; S]. D. Morris -1
H. Burrerred [sic; Burrell] -1
A. C. Frazer [sic; A. M. Fraser] -1
A. Hill -1
Geo. Patterson -1
P. Uhlstrum -1
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Magnus Smith -1
W. H. Rooke -1
H. Benson s
J. Julius -1
O. Djwihuns -1
J. O. Anderson -1
R. A. Weigand -1
C. Birmingham -1
W. H. Cameron -1
Rev. Canon Coombes -1
M. O. Smith -1
H. Butler -1
E [sic; A]. Vass -1
W. H. Thompson -1
Prof. McDiarmald [sic; McDermid] -1
T. W. Taylor -1
Total 29 wins, 3 draws.
Checkers.

W. L. D

J. McCulloch 0 0 2
E [sic; D]. Christie 0 2 0
F. Fry 1 1 0
H. Norman 1 0 0
J. Atkinson 0 1 1
A. Hill 0 0 1
Total 4 2 4

Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1900.02.06, p5

On Monday night at the Masonic Temple F. Fry defeated H. N. Pillsbury in a game of checkers,

the following were the moves made by each of the players:
Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.08, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

Date: 1900.02.05 (681)
Site: CAN Winnipeg, MB (Masonic Temple)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

Black: Fry,F

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [120] Single Corner

1.11-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.8-11 29-25 Had Mr. Pillsbury played 27...30-26
4.4-8 24-20 5.12-16 25-22 6.8-12 27-24 instead of 27...24-20, he explained
7.10-14 24-19 8.7-10 32-27 9.9-13 18x9 afterwards, he would have made a draw
10.5x14 22-18 11.1-5 18x9 12.5x14 19-15 game instead of lost. The play would
13.11x18 20x11 14.18-22 26x17 15.13x22 have been as follows: 27..30-26
23-19 16.22-25 11-8 17.25-29 8-4 18.29-25 28.9-14 13-9 29.6x13 19-16 30.12x19
4-8 19.25-22 8-11 20.22-18 27-23 21.18x27 24x6 31.14-17 23-18 32.32-27-Drawn.
31x24 22.14-18 11-15 23.18-23 15-18 28.9-14 30-25 29.14-17 25-21 30.17-22
24.23-27 18-23 25.27-32 21-17 26.6-9 17-13 23-18 31.22-26 21-17 32.32-27 28-24
27.2-6 24-20 33.26-30 18-15 34.30-25 1-0

Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.08, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

1900.02.06 Tue: Winnipeg, MB, Canada
e Afternoon: Lecture & Memory exhibition
e Afternoon: Simultaneous (boards: 1 chess, 1 checker)
6 games: 2 chess [+2=0-0], 4 checkers [+3=1-0]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
15 games: 10 chess [+7=1-2], 4 checkers [+1=3-0], 1 whist

To-day’s sessions promise to be of an especially interesting character. In the afternoon Pillsbury
will meet Mr. Norman, the checker champion, and Mr. Magnus Smith, the chess champion, at
the same time, and two splendid matches are sure to result. He will also introduce several
different novelties.

The evening programme, however, will be the most interesting to the general public.
Mr. Pillsbury will sit at a game of duplicate whist and play chess and checkers against a dozen
players in consultation without ever seeing either board. The afternoon session commences at

3 o’clock, that in the evening at 8 o’clock.
Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1900.02.06, p5
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Mr. Pillsbury’s exhibitions yesterday afternoon and night can be best described by the one word
“wonderful”—and they really were.

In the afternoon he played simultaneously chess and checkers against Magnus Smith the
Canadian champion, and H. Van Norman. Both met defeat at the hands of the great Pillsbury—
they were easy.

He played two games with Magnus Smith and defeated him in 31 and 37 moves. Both the games
they played commenced with the Roy Lupez [sic; Ruy Lopez] opening, which is said to be Mr.
Pillsbury’s favorite style of game.

Four games of checkers he played with H. Van Norman, three of which he won and the other he
drew after about thirty-five moves. [...]

The next item on the programme was the most marvellous of all, and called forth many
expressions of admiration from the small crowd present. Mr. Pillsbury got one of the players to
write a list of thirty words, such as dog, pork, house, etc., and to each was attached a number.
The list of names was then read out with the number attached to each and was then cut into slips,
each piece bearing a word and distributed to the audience, who read them out irrespective of the
order in which they came. As each number was called he slowly and deliberately said the word
attached to each, and went through the whole thirty without a mistake or any apparent effort on
his part. Marvellous is not a wide enough term to express his performance.

After that he explained the game in which he was beaten by Magnus Smith on the previous
afternoon, and admitted that he had made a mistake in the earlier portion of the game.

He then gave a short lecture on the royal game, and said it was applicable to the philosophy of
Igife [sic; life]. Chess he said, was like a campaign or the battle of life. Men must take it calmly

and seriously and think well over each move or action and be cautious in what they do.
Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.07, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

The appearances of Chas [sic; Harry]. N. Pillsbury in the Masonic Temple yesterday were
largely attended, and were even more interesting to chess players than those of Monday. While
as a mental test, playing against 32 men is most difficult, yet to the average person interested in
chess there are too many games in progress for all to be properly appreciated. Yesterday
afternoon the play was of an entirely different character. Mr. Pillsbury opened the proceedings
with a brief lecture on the general principles and tactics, from which he turned and applied them
to ordinary life, showing that the same powers as required in chess were necessary in every walk
of life, and that a successful chess player ought to be a successful business or professional man.
His lecture was greatly appreciated, and at its conclusion was roundly applauded.

He next introduced a trial of memory, which was truly wonderful. One of the audience wrote
down 30 words and these were read off in the hearing of Pillsbury. Then any one present might
call out any one of the words, and quick as a flash he would call off the number which it was on
the list and in every case correctly.

This having been concluded, the tables were set, one for chess and one for checkers, side by side,
and Pillsbury attended to Mr. Magnus Smith at the former, and Mr. Norman at the latter game. In
each he proved himself to be the master, defeating Smith two games and winning three and
drawing one with Norman.

The first game of chess was a most interesting one, the moves being made as follows:
Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1900.02.07, p2

Date: 1900.02.06 (682)
Site: CAN Winnipeg, MB (Masonic Temple)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: 2 Board Simultaneous (Game 1)

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Smith, MM

Opening: [C80] Spanish

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bad Nf6 19.Be3 c6 20.Qg4 Rad8 21.f4 d4 22.Radl
5.0-0 Nxe4 6.d4 b5 7.Bb3 d5 8.a4 Beb6 Qa7 23.Bf2 g6 24.f5 h5 25.Qg3 Ng7 26.f6
9.dxe5 Nc5 10.Nbd2 b4 11.a5 Be7 12.Ba4 Nf5 27.Qg5 h4 28.fxe7 Nxe7 29.Bxd4 Qd7
Nxa4 13.Rxa4 Qd7 14.Ral 0-0 15.Nb3 30.e6 fxe6 31.Qxh4 1-0

Bg4 16.Rel Nd8 17.h3 Bxf3 18.Qxf3 Neb6

Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1900.02.07, p2
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In the evening he took a hand at duplicate whist with D. Clealand [sic; Cleland], H. Cameron and
M. Fortune. At the same time he played D. Christie, J. McCulloch, F. Fry and H. Hill at
checkers; O. Smith and W. J. Mantle; G [sic; J]. Julius, G. O [sic; B]. Benson and O. Djurhuus;
M. Fraser and A. Vass; A. and W. [sic; A. W.] Hill, George Patterson and W. H. Rooke in
consultation chess, and Rev. F. Cross, Magnus Smith, A. Bruce and S. B [sic; D]. Morris single
chess. [...]

In the course of the evening Thomas Robinson in a graceful speech proposed a vote of thanks to
Mr. Pillsbury for his visit. The motion was seconded by F. S. Nugent. The speakers referred to
the honor that was done to Winnipeg by the visit of so distinguished a gentleman, and both
expressed the hope that this would not be his last visit to the city. Mr. Pillsbuhy [sic; Pillsbury] in
the very middle of his games suspended play in order to give an exhibition of his wonderful
memory. A list of thirty words were read out to him and after a very few minutes he was able to
repeat any word in the number which was mentioned or tell the number of any word on its being
repeated. He also repated [sic; repeated] the whole list of words in backward order, commencing
with the last number.

In acknowledging the vote of thanks which was heartily carried, said that he certainly hoped to
be a visitor to the city for a good many more years to come. The games of chess eventually
resulted in Pillsbury winning seven, drawing one with the Canadian champion, Magnus Smith,
and losing two, one to A. W. Bruce and the other to W. Hill. He did not lose a game of checkers,

having one win to his credit with three draws.
Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.07, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

Pillsbury’s final appearance yesterday was witnessed by far the largest crowd of the series, and
turned out to be one of the most interesting events which has taken place in the city for a long
time. The feat showed the champion at his very best, and elicited much applause from the
spectators. Pillsbury sat at a duplicate whist table, playing that highly scientific game with
Mr. Cleland for his partner against Messrs. Cameron and Fortune, two very strong local players.
At his back, seated at a long table were ten chess and four checker boards. On which were as
many games in progress, either singly or in consultation. These Mr. Pillsbury directed without
turning his back, calling the replies to the moves announced by Prof. McDermid and never once
making a slip. Once the professor called a wrong move, and quick as a flash, Pillsbury corrected
him thus showing how closely he was following the play. During the evening he also did his
30-word memory test. The result was: No. 1, M. Smith, draw; No. 2, M. O. Smith, W. J. Mantle,
lost; No. 3. J. Julius, G. Benson lost; No. 4. M. Fraser, A. Vass, lost. No. 5. A. Bruce, won. No.
6. A. W. Hill won. No. 7. S. D. Morris, lost; No. 8. H. Burrell lost. No. 9. Geo. Patterson, W. H.
Rooke lost, No. 10. Rev. F. T. Cross, lost.

Checkers—Norman, draw; McCurdy and Christie, draw; Fry and Hill, draw.

At the conclusion of the play Mr. P [sic; T]. Robinson, on behalf of the Chess club made an
eloquent speech, in which he complimented Mr. Pillsbury on his splendid work and thanked him
for the great benefit which the members of the club would not doubt derive from his visit. Mr. F.

S. Nugent also spoke and Mr. Pillsbury replied suitably.
Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1900.02.07, p2

The following is the record of one of the most interesting of the ten games of chess which H. N.

Pillsbury, without seeing the boards, played simultaneously on Tuesday night:
Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.08, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

Date: 1900.02.06 (683)
Site: CAN Winnipeg, MB

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Smith, MM

Opening: [D53] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3 16.Qc2 h6 17.Rfdl Qe7 18.Be4 Bb7
c6 6.Nf3 Nbd7 7.Bd3 a6 8.0-0 0-0 9.Rcl 19.Bxb7 Qxb7 20.b3 Rac8 21.Qd2 Rfd8
dxc4 10.Bxc4 b5 11.Bd3 c5 12.Bxf6 Nxf6 22.Rxc8 Qxc8 23.Rcl Qb8 24.Qa5 Qd6
13.dxc5 Bxc5 14.Ne4 Be7 15.Nxf6+ Bxf6 25.h3 Kh7 26.Qc7 Qa3 Y2-%

Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.08, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)
I Uppnami, July 1901, p45
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1900.02.07 Wed: Winnipeg, MB, Canada
e Predawn: Still playing at 2am.

Mr. Cross played a capital game, but he had to leave it in an unfinished state, when the position
was exceedingly interesting. His game was taken up by S. D. Morris in consultation with one or

two other players, but Pillsbury finally forced him to resign at about 2 o’clock in the morning.
Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.08, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

At 2 o’clock this morning the games were still going merrily on, and it Seemed as though the end
was then afar, but Mr. Pillsbury was having decidedly the best of things. [...]

After the conclusion of these games he again repeated a list of words, after hearing them once,

which had been prepared with an object of sticking him.
Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1900.02.07, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

1900.02.07 Wed: Grand Forks, ND
e Evening: Passed through

Harry Nelson Pillsbury passed through the city last night en route from Winnipeg to Northfield,

where he plays chess to-night.
Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1900.02.08, p1

1900.02.08 Thu: Northfield, MN
¢ Scheduled to appear

No mention of Pillsbury visiting Northfield was found in the Northfield News according to the
Northfield Public Library. Perhaps he had stopped in Fargo and skipped Northfield?

Returning to the States he hopes to stir up the dormant players at Fargo.
St. Paul Globe, 1900.01.31, p5

Harry Nelson Pillsbury passed through the city last night en route from Winnipeg to Northfield,

where he plays chess to-night.
Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1900.02.08, p1

The Club de Ajedrez of Havana has sent an invitation to Pillsbury, the American champion, to
visit that club this month or next for the purpose of giving a series of exhibitions and playing
match games with the leading experts in the Cuban metropolis. Pillsbury is now touring in the
West, but will be back in this city for the cable match on March 23 and 24. In view of the many
other American engagements which Pillsbury has to fulfill after that contest, it is not likely that
he will be able to go to Havana. The letter containing the invitation was addressed to Judge

Marean, President of the Brooklyn Chess Club, who has forwarded it to Pillsbury.
New York Sun, 1900.02.08, p9

1900.02.10 Sat: Chicago, IL
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
16 games: 16 chess [+11=4-1]

Harry Nelson Pillsbury, unquestionably the greatest all-around chess player in the world to-day,
played sixteen games yesterday, without sight of board and men, at the Chicago Chess and
Checker club in the American Express Building. It is the first time in about twenty years that so
large a number has been attempted by any player, and it is said that this is really the only
instance in which sixteen games have all been completed Mr. Pillsbury took his seat with his
back turned to the tables at about 3 o’clock, and immediately called off his first move on every
board. He played with remarkable rapidity, and before two hours had passed some of his
adversaries were already in difficulties. When the games were adjourned for dinner, at 7 o’clock,
eight games had been finished, seven in his favor and the other a draw. After dinner another hour
and ten minutes play resulted in the last game being brought to a conclusion. The total time
consumed was less than 5% hours. His opponents and the result of the games were as follows:

1. James Abbott, queen's gambit decl., lost 24
2. Charles W. Phillips, double Spanish, draw 38
3. Louis C. Jaquish [sic; Jacquish], Spanish, lost 14
4. W. H. Edwards, Kieseritzky gambit, won 33
5. G. A. 1l'Hommede, queen's pawn, draw 19
6. Max Sonntag [sic; Sonnenschein], Vienna, lost 26
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7. C. A. Rossiter, French, lost 27
8. C. Madsen, bishop's gambit, lost 30
9. V. Eichorn, queen's gambit decl., lost 20
10. Harry Frank, Vienna, lost 32
11. R. G. Hamilton, Italian, lost 16
12. Dr. T. F. Leech, knight's gambit, draw 58
13. G. Silverburg, queen's pawn, lost 25
14. S. Morris, Vienna, lost 32
15. F. J. Marshall, Russian, draw 37
16. A. B. Davis Jr., French, lost 37

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.11, p17

H. N. Pillsbury’s exhibition last Saturday at the rooms of the Chicago Chess and Checker club
playing sixteen games without sight of board or men in less than five and one-half hours and
making the fine score of 11 wins, 4 draws, and 1 loss, was altogether so remarkable that every
game deserves to be recorded in chess literature. This feat has been performed only two or three
times in the history of chess, and no record, as near as the writer can ascertain, exists of an entire
series of games played under such conditions. It will be found that some of the games were lost
early through weak opening moves, but as a whole the chess played was fairly good and shows
how remarkably well Mr. Pillsbury had every game in his memory. He could probably beat all
records by playing eighteen or twenty games.

Board 1. James Abbott loses in a queen’s gambit declined, owing to a bad exchange on his

seventh turn.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10 (684)
Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 1)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Abbott,J

Opening: [D55] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3 15.Nxc6 bxc6 16.Bxc6 Re6 17.Bxd5 Rxb2
0-0 6.Nf3 Ne4 7.Bxe7 Nxc3 8.Bxd8 Nxd1 18.0-0 Rbb6 19.Rabl Kf8 20.Bxe6 Rxe6
9.Be7 Re8 10.Ba3 Nxb2 11.Bxb2 Nc6 21.Rb8 Re8 22.Rcl Be6t 23.Rxe8+ Kxe8
12.cxd5 exd5 13.Bb5 Rb8 14.Ne5 f6 24.Rxc7 1-0

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 2. Charles W. Phillips, the noted correspondence play champion, draws in a double Ruy

Lopez.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10 (685)
Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Phillips,CW

Opening: [C49] Four Knights

l.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Bb5 Bb4 22.Qxf4 Re5 23.Rafl Ba5 24.Rf3 Re2
5.0-0 0-0 6.d3 d6 7.Bxc6 bxc6 8.Ne2 Bd7 25.Rh3 Bd2 26.Qf3 Re3 27.Qf2 Rxh3
9.c3 Ba5 10.Bg5 h6 11.Bh4 ¢5 12.Ng3 Bg4 28.9xh3 Qc6+ 29.Qf3 Qxf3+ 30.Rxf3 Re8
13.Nf5 Bxf5 14.exf5 Qd7 15.Bxf6 gxf6 31.Ng2 Re2 32.Kgl Bcl 33.Rf2 Rxf2
16.Nh4 Kh7 17.f4 Rg8 18.Qf3 Rab8 34.Kxf2 Bxb2 35.Kf3 Be5 36.Ne3 c6
19.Rf2 Bb6 20.c4 Rbe8 21.Khl exfd 37.Kg4 Kg7 38.Nc2 Y2-%2

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 3. Louis C. Jacquish loses in a Spanish attack owing to his weak sixth move.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10 (686)
Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 3)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Jacquish,LC

Opening: [C66] Spanish
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l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 d6 4.d4 Bd7
5.Nc3 Nf6 6.0-0 Qc8 7.Bxc6 bxc6 8.dxeb

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Ng4 9.exd6 Bxd6 10.e5 Nxe5 11.Nxeb
Bxe5 12.Rel Bg4 13.Rxe5+ Be6 14.Be3 1-0

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 4. W. H. Edwards of Hinsdale, Ill., in a Kieseritzky gambit, secures the only victory over

the champion.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(687)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 4)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Edwards,WH
Opening: [C39] King’s Gambit

1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 g5 4.h4 g4 5.Ne5 d6
6.Nxg4 Nf6 7.Nxf6+ Qxf6 8.d4 Nc6 9.Bb5
Bd7 10.c3 Bh6 11.Nd2 Rg8 12.Qe2 0-0-0
13.Nf3 Rg3 14.Bd2 Rdg8 15.Rh2 Qg6
16.0-0-0 Rxg2 17.Rxg2 Qxg2 18.Rgl

Qxgl+ 19.Nxgl Rxgl+ 20.Kc2 Bg4 21.Qf2
Rg3 22.Be2 Bxe2 23.Qxe2 f3 24.Qf1 Rg2
25.Qxf3 Rxd2+ 26.Kb3 Na5+ 27.Ka4 b6
28.Qxf7 Rxb2 29.Qxh7 Bd2 30.Qg8+ Kb7

31.h5 Bxc3 32.h6 b5+ 33.Ka3 Nc4+ 0-1
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 5. Gustave A. L’hommede, the expert mathematician, after nineteen moves in a queen’s

pawn game, has an offer of a draw accepted.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(688)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 5)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: L’Hommede,GA
Opening: [D05] Queen’s Pawn

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e3 e6 4.Bd3 Nc6 5.0-0
Be7 6.Nbd2 0-0 7.c3 Bd6 8.e4 dxe4 9.Nxed
Nxe4 10.Bxe4 h6 11.Rel Ne7 12.Be3 Nd5

13.Bxd5 exd5 14.Qd2 Bf5 15.Bf4 Be4d
16.Bxd6 Qxd6 17.Ne5 f6 18.Nc4 Qc6

19.Ne3 Qd7 Y2-%
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 6. Max Sonnenschein loses in a Vienna attack because he fails to get castled. The
blindfolded player conducts the attack with great skill.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(689)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 6)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Sonnenschein,M
Opening: [C29] Vienna

l.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nfé 3.f4 d5 4.fxe5 Nxed
5.Qf3 Nxc3 6.bxc3 Nc6 7.d4 Be7 8.Bd3
Be6 9.Rbl Rb8 10.Ne2 a6 11.0-0 @6
12.Bh6 Rg8 13.Nf4 Qd7 14.Rf2 Bf8

15.Bg5 Bg7 16.Rbfl Rf8 17.Nxe6 Qxe6
18.Qg3 Kd7 19.Be2 h5 20.Bc1 Bh8 21.Ba3
Ne7 22.Rf6 Bxf6 23.Rxf6 Nf5 24.Rxe6

Nxg3 25.Re7+ Kc6 26.hxg3 1-0
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 7. C. A. Rossiter adopts the French defense and loses by his weak seventh move.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(690)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 7)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Rossiter,CA
Opening: [C13] French

led e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7
5.Bxf6 Bxf6 6.Nf3 Be7 7.Bd3 c5 8.dxc5
Bxc5 9.exd5 exd5 10.Nxd5 Bxf2+ 11.Kxf2
Qxd5 12.Rel+ Be6 13.Re5 Qd6 14.Bb5+

Ke7 15.Qe2 Rd8 16.Ng5 h6 17.Nxe6 fxe6
18.Rel Qb6+ 19.Kg3 Kf8 20.Rxe6 Qc7+
21.Kh3 Nc6 22.Bxc6 bxc6 23.Qf3+ Kg8
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24.0Qxc6 Qxc6 25.Rxc6 Rdc8 26.Rxc8+

Rxc8 27.Re2 1-0
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 8. C. Madsen tries the classical defense of the king’s bishop gambit, but loses by a bad

continuation at his sixth move.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(691)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 8)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Madsen,C
Opening: [C33] King’s Gambit

l.ed e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Bc4d Qhd+ 4.Kfl g5
5.Nf3 Qh5 6.Nc3 c6 7.h4 g4 8.Ng5 Nh6
9.5 d5 10.exd6 Bxd6 11.Qe2+ KIf8
12.Nce4 Be7 13.d4 f6 14.Ne6+ Bxe6
15.Bxe6 f5 16.Nc5 Bd6 17.Nxb7 Bc7

18.Nc5 Kg7 19.Bb3 Re8 20.Ne6+ Kf6
21.Bxf4 Bxf4 22.Nxf4 Qf7 23.Bxf7 Rxe2
24 Kxe2 Kxf7 25.Rael Nd7 26.Kd3 Nf6
27.Re5 Ned4 28.Rfl Rd8 29.Ne6 Rg8
30.Rxe4 1-0

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 9. V. Eichorn starts out badly in a queen’s gambit declined and does not recover from an

inferior position.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(692)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 9)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Eichorn,V
Opening: [D06] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 Nf6 3.cxd5 Nxd5 4.e4 Nf6
5.Nc3 e6 6.Nf3 Bb4 7.Bd3 0-0 8.e5 Nd5
9.Bxh7+ Kh8 10.Bd2 g6 11.Nxd5 Bxd2+
12.Qxd2 Kxh7 13.Nf6+ Kg7 14.h4 Rh8

15.n5 Nc6 16.0-0-0 Ne7 17.hxg6 Nxg6
18.Qg5 b6 19.Rxh8 Qxh8 20.Nh5+ Kg8
21.Rh1 Bb7 22.Nf6+ 1-0

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 10. Harry Frank defends a Vienna opening irregularly and loses.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(693)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 10)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Frank,H
Opening: [C25] Vienna

Le4 e5 2.Nc3 c6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 d6 5.d4
Bg4 6.Bxf4 Qf6 7.Qd2 h6 8.Be2 QdS 9.0-0
Nd7 10.Bc4 Bh5 11.Rael Qc7 12.e5 0-0-0
13.Ne4 dxe5 14.Nxe5 Nxe5 15.Bxe5 Qd7
16.c3 Bg6 17.Qf2 h5 18.Bxf7 Bxf7 19.Qxf7
Nh6 20.Qxd7+ Rxd7 21.Ng5 Rg8 22.h3

Bd6 23.Bxd6 Rxd6 24.Nf7 Nxf7 25.Rxf7
Rd7 26.Ree7 Rxe7 27.Rxe7 a6 28.Kf2 Kb8
29.Kg3 Ka7 30.Kh4 ¢g6 31.Kgs Kb6
32.Re6 Rf8 33.Re2 Rf5+ 34.Kxg6 Rd5
35.h4 Kb5 36.Rf2 1-0

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 11. R. G. Hamilton of Benton Harbor, Mich., desires to combat the cyclone and is

wrecked by the giuoco piano route.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(694)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 11)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Hamilton,RG
Opening: [C54] Italian
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1.e4 5 2.Nf3 Bc5 3.Bc4 Nc6 4.¢3 Nf6 5.0-0
Nxe4 6.d4 exd4 7.cxd4d Bb6 8.Rel db5
9.Bxd5 Qxd5 10.Nc3 Qd8 11.Rxed4+ Ne7

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

12.Qe2 ¢6 13.Bg5 6 14.Rel 0-0 15.Rxe7
fxg5 16.Qe5 1-0

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 12. Dr. T. F. Leech of Downer’s Grove, lll., the inventor of a telegraphic chess notation
and former champion of the Indiana Chess association, secures a draw in the last finished game

of the exhibition. King’s knight gambit.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(695)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 12)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Leech, TF
Opening: [C38] King’s Gambit

1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 g5 4.Bc4 Bg7 5.d4
d6 6.c3 Be6 7.Bxe6 fxe6 8.Qb3 Bf6
9.Qxe6+ Qe7 10.Qc8+ Qd8 11.Qxb7 Nd7
12.h4 g4 13.Ng5 Rb8 14.Qd5 Qe7 15.Na3
h6 16.Ne6 Bxh4+ 17.Kdl Ndf6 18.Qc6+
Qd7 19.Nxc7+ Kd8 20.Qxd7+ Kxd7
21.Na6 Rb6 22.Rxh4 Rxa6 23.Bxf4 Nxe4
24.Kc2 h5 25.Nc4 Rc6 26.Ne3 Ne7

27.Rahl1 Ng6 28.Rxh5 Rxh5 29.Rxh5 Nxf4
30.Rh7+ Kc8 31.Nxg4 Nxg2 32.Rxa7 Nel+
33.Kbl Rb6 34.Ra3 Nd2+ 35.Kcl Nc4
36.Rb3 Rc6 37.Nf2 d5 38.Kd1 Re6 39.Rb5
Ng2 40.Nd3 Re3 41.Kc2 Re2+ 42.Kcl
Nge3 43.Rc5+ Kb7 44.b3 Rc2+ 45.Kbl
Nd2+ 46.Kal Ned4 47.Nb4 Rxc3 48.Rxc3

NXC3 ¥2-%2
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 13. G. Silberberg defended this queen’s pawn game for twenty moves and A. L.

Friedlander made the remaining moves:

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(696)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 13)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Silberberg,G (moves 1-20)/ Friedlander,AL (moves 21-25)

Opening: [D46] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e3 e6 4.c4 c6 5.Nc3
Nbd7 6.Bd3 Be7 7.0-0 0-0 8.e4 dxe4
9.Nxe4 Nxe4 10.Bxed Nf6 11.Bc2 h6
12.Qd3 Bd6 13.Rel c5 14.Ne5 Bxe5

15.Rxe5 Qxd4 16.Qg3 Qg4 17.Qxg4 Nxg4
18.Rxc5 Bd7 19.Be4 Rfc8 20.Rxc8+ Bxc8
21.Bf4 Kf8 22.h3 e5 23.Bd2 Nf6 24.Bf3

Ke7 25.Bc3 Nd7 (...) 1-0
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 14. S. Morris defends a Vienna attack well, but loses in the end game owing to white’s

passed pawn.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(697)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 14)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Morris,S
Opening: [C29] Vienna

l.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.f4 d5 4.exd5 Nxd5
5.Nxd5 Qxd5 6.fxe5 Nc6 7.Nf3 Bg4 8.Be2
Bxf3 9.Bxf3 Qxe5+ 10.Qe2 Qxe2+ 11.Bxe2
Nd4 12.Bdl Bcb 13.c3 Ne6 14.d4 Bd6
15.0-0 0-0 16.Bb3 Rae8 17.Bd2 h6

18.Rael Nd8 19.c4 c6 20.c5 Bc7 21.d5
cxd5 22.Bxd5 Be5 23.b4 Bd4+ 24.Kh1 a5
25.a3 Bb2 26.b5 Bxa3 27.c6 bxc6 28.bxc6
Ne6 29.Bxa5 Rc8 30.h3 Nc7 31.Bc4 Ne8

32.Bd5 Nc7 33.Bf3 (...) 1-0
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 15. Frank J. Marshall, assisted in the latter half of the game by Sidney P. Johnston, secures

a draw in a Russian defense.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

57




Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(698)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 15)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Marshall,FJ + Johnston,SP
Opening: [C43] Russian

1.e4 5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.d4 d5 4.exd5 e4 5.Ne5
Nxd5 6.Bc4 Be6 7.Qe2 f6 8.Qh5+ g6
9.Nxg6 Bf7 10.Qh3 Bxg6 11.Qe6+ Ne7
12.0Qxf6 Rg8 13.Bxg8 Nxg8 14.Qe6+ Ne7
15.Bg5 Nbc6 16.c3 Qd5 17.Qxd5 Nxd5
18.Nd2 Be7 19.Bxe7 Ncxe7 20.0-0 e3

21.fxe3 Nxe3 22.Rf3 N3f5 23.Rel hb5
24.Ne4 0-0-0 25.Ng3 Kd7 26.Nxf5 Nxf5
27.Re5 Rf8 28.Rf4 Rf7 29.94 hxg4
30.Rxg4 Bh7 31.h4 c6 32.Kh2 Nd6 33.h5
Nc4 34.Re2 Nd6 35.Reg2 Nf5 36.Rf4 Keb

37.Re2+ Kf6 Y2-%>
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Board 16. A. B. Davis Jr. loses in a French defense through an artistic finish by the blindfold

champion.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Date: 1900.02.10
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(699)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 16)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Davis,AB Jr
Opening: [C14] French

1.e4 €6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e5
Nfd7 6.Bxe7 Qxe7 7.Nb5 Qd8 8.c3 0-0 9.f4
f5 10.Nf3 Rf7 11.Bd3 a6 12.Na3 Nf8
13.Nc2 Bd7 14.0-0 Bb5 15.Bxb5 axb5
16.Qd3 Qe8 17.a3 c6 18.Kh1l Na6 19.Rgl
g6 20.Ng5 Re7 21.g4 Rg7 22.Rg3 Rc8

23.Ragl Rcc7 24.Ne3 Rce7 25.gxf5 exf5
26.h4 Ne6 27.Nxe6 Rxe6 28.Nxf5 Rc7
29.Nh6+ Kh8 30.f5 Ree7 31.fxg6 hxg6
32.Rxg6 Rg7 33.Qf5 Rxg6 34.Rxg6 Rg7
35.Nf7+ Qxf7 36.Rh6+ Kg8 37.Qc8+ Qf8

38.Rh8+ 1-0
Chicago Tribune, 1900.02.18, p20

Played at the Chicago Chess and Checker club February 10, 1900 by G. H. Slocum and Harry N.

Pillsbury. Mr. Pillsbury’s move.

Moline Daily Dispatch, 1900.03.06, p2

Date: 1900.02.10

Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Offhand Game
Black: Pillsbury,HN

White: Slocum,GH

Opening: [120] Single Corner

(700)

1.11-15 22-18 2.15%x22 25x18 3.12-16 24-19
4.16-20 28-24 5.8-11 19-16 6.9-14 18x9
7.5x14 29-25 8.11-15 32-28 9.4-8 16-11
10.7x16 24-19 11.15x24 28x12 12.10-15
25-22 13.6-10 22-18 14.15x22 26x17

15.8-11 30-25 16.11-15 25-22 17.2-7 27-24
18.20x27 31x24 19.7-11 24-20 20.1-6 17-13
21.11-16 20x11 22.15-18 22x15 23.10x26
12-8 24.3x12 11-7%-Y%-

Moline Daily Dispatch, 1900.03.06, p2

1900.02.14 Wed: Iowa City, IA
e Morning: Lecture

e Afternoon: Met all comers in chess and checkers*

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous

16 games: 12 chess [-1], 3 checkers

e Evening: Memory exhibition

[-1], 1 whist

* Winning all but one, a draw between himself and Harry E. Burton

Mr. H. N. Pillsbury of Boston, a noted chess player, will be in the city tomorrow, the guest of the
Paul Morphy Chess Club. During the afternoon he will play all comers simultaneously, no matter
how many appear. In the evening he will play twelve games at one time while blindfolded. The
gentleman is regarded as a wonder in his line. The exhibitions of his skill will take place at the

Triangle club rooms.
lowa City lowa State Press, 1900.02.13, p5
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The Cedar Rapids chess enthusiasts who were at lowa City last evening to enjoy the hospitality
of the Paul Morphy Chess club declare the event to have been by far the most enjoyable of the
kind that has ever come into their experience as lovers of the game. The great attraction of the
occasion was of course the presence of Harry N. Pillsbury, the celebrated chess champion of the
United States, who performed some most remarkable feats of memory, which, with a keen
insight into the principles of the intricate games, has given him the foremost place among the
chess players of America.

The invited visitors were chiefly from Cedar Rapids, Clinton and Davenport, the event being
held in the Triangular club rooms. Yesterday morning Mr. Pillsbury gave a lecture on chess
which interested his audience and brought out questions and discussions concerning the game.
During the afternoon he met all comers in chess and checkers, playing a large number of games
and winning all but one, a draw between himself and Harry E. Burton, a university junior.

But the big event was left for the evening when Pillsbury displayed his wonderful talents, the
description of those who witnessed the contests being difficult to believe by those who have
received the account second-handed. In brief, it may be stated that Pillsbury, while engaged in a
game of duplicate whist, managed at the same time one side of twelve chess games and three
checker games, all of the latter fifteen games being played behind his back. Not once did he turn
to look at any of the boards, so it may be said that he played simultaneously fifteen games, and at
the same time kept his attention closely rivited [sic; riveted] on the game of cards.

It was an enthusiastic group of witnesses—every one a chess player of ability—that gathered
about the games, watching in silence to the dictation of the champion and then bursting with
laughter as the opponents, closely watching the boards, gave up the fight against the man who
apparently oblivious to the progress of the contests and enwrapped in his game of cards had
outwitted them.

One after another the games were finished.
“Do you wish to break ‘em up now?” asked an opponent.

“There is no break up,” answers the champion. “I jump from — to — and you have no jump
remaining. | get one for nothing.” And so would end a game of checkers.

“What have you moved?” asked the champion of the next player at chess.
The answer came.

“All right. Queen to bishop’s third, offering my queen in exchange.”
“Don’t know whether | want to exchange or not.” replies the opponent.

“You’ll wish you had in about two more moves.” says Pillsbury, and the opponent realized the
truth of the assertion.

At one time, Pillsbury “checked” his opponent’s king, and asked if he wished to make reply, that
is, to play promptly. “I pass,” replied the opponent. “Why do you pass?” asked Pillsbury. “You
have but one square to go to. If you go there I will mate your [sic; you] next move. King to
bishop’s square is your best—and only—move.”

A playful smile played over the face of the champion as he saw without looking, that he had
“forked” two valuable pieces with a pawn, being sure to get one or the other at the next move.

And so the games proceeded. Burton won one game of checkers in the evening, and L. W.
Andrews was the winner of a contest in chess. Aside from his ability to master the intricate
games of chess and checkers, the phenomenal memory of Pillsbury astonished the men who
witnessed last evening’s contest, and to a much greater degree. After replying to many questions
Pillsbury gave an exhibition of his memory which was as astounding as the feats of the game. A
slip of paper was given to each of six men, with instructions to write on them five nouns or
names. These were then numbered from 1 to 30 and the entire list was read slowly and distinctly.
Directly afterward, Pillsbury, when given a number told the corresponding word, and vice versa.
He then gave without error, the whole list backward. Here are the words memorized so readily
by the champion: “Pillsbury, Showalter, Lasker, Steinitz, Napier, grape, snipe, Egypt, knife,
Solomon, Niagara, Canada, New, York, peril, Olympic, cow, necktie, camel, elephant, ace, man,
hoe, pen, duck, horse, five, cows, Andrews, apple.”
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Much has been written concerning Pillsbury, both in America and Europe. He is preeminently a
tournament and match player, but, in addition is rated among the cleverest of the masters of the
different forms of exhibition chess. As a blindfold player he has few equals, and is the peer of
Blackburne, the famous Englishman, long considered to be the highest exponent of the art. He
spent some time in Europe and there, in contest with the best players of nearly every country

attracted the admiration of all who are interested in chess.
Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, 1900.02.15, p8

1900.02.16 Fri: Omaha, NE
e At the Iler Grand hotel

H. N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player is at the Iler Grand.
Omaha Evening World-Herald, 1900.02.16, p2

1900.02.20 Tue: Lincoln, NE
e Evening: Simultaneous (40 boards: 35 chess, 5 checkers)
? games: 35 chess [+26=6-3], ? checkers [+?=2-3]*%*

* Pillsbury played several games with each checker player

The dates for the Pillsbury chess and checkers exhibitions have been fixed for February 20 and
21, the contests to be held in the Senate chamber at the Capitol building. On Tuesday evening
Mr. Pillsbury will meet all comers at chess and checkers in a simultaneous exhibition, and the
next evening will be devoted to blindfold chess, when he will play from six to ten games at once

without seeing the boards.
Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.02.18, p11

Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess champion, entertained nearly a hundred devotees of the game at the
senate chamber last evening. The champion was playing well, but he ran up against a strong
aggregation of players, many of them as good as can be found in Nebraska, and the playing
average was so high that the champion found plenty to do in sustaining his reputation.

When the games were started thirty-five chess players and five checker players were seated at
two rows of tables nearly the length and width of the room. Between these tables Mr. Pillsbury
passed from table to table, making moves on the boards as rapidly as the swiftest players desired.
Notwithstanding this the playing lasted until long after midnight.

The coming of Pillsbury had caused many of the local players to study new and difficult games
and these were all put up against him at the start. It would be hard to tell who dropped out first,
because many of the players seeing their chances go early quietly replaced their men and began
new games.

But one game had been lost by Mr. Pillsbury when The Journal’s report closed this morning.
That was won by Messrs. S. P. Davidson and D. D. Reavis of Tecumseh. The champion lost this
game by becoming careless for a moment, making a move that enabled his opponents to
checkmate him before he had moved to the next table. [...]

After this game was won some of the stronger games became weaker, because one bad move had
put the champion on his mettle and he played his games with more caution and less haste.
Notwithstanding this C. W. Corey, S. J. Mason, Lee Edwards and C. Q. DeFrance had games
mapped out for the champion that certainly looked as though he might lose any or all of them.
John Mockett, jr., played a good game until the champion had lost his first, when a bad move on
Mr. Mockett’s part turned the tide against him. A number of others put up good stiff games, but
the phenomenal playing of Pillsbury put them out before midnight.

Among those playing in the games last evening were:

Chess—John Mockett, jr., W. E. Hardy, L. C. and A. D. Burr, H. E. Newbranch, John Barron,
Walter Lamb, C. Rait, C. A. Somer [sic; Sommer], Joseph Wurzburg, S. P. Davidson and D. D.
Reavis of Tecumseh, R. E. Noyes, J. M. Bruner, C. C. Engberg, Henry Smith, Lee Edwards,
George H. Nelson, S. J. Mason, Matthew Gering of Plattsmouth, B. F. Reagan, Nelson Hold, A.
Rasmussen, C. Q. De France, A. Powell, C. G. Bragg, W. L. Brown, W. R. Ellis, E. R. Tyson, G.
B. Morison, W. W. Wyckoff of York, W. B. Griswold, C. W. Corey, M. L. Joyce and E. L.
Hinman.
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Checkers—M. J. Wilcox of Grand Island, James Campbell, Andrew Ricker, C. G. Hurlbut [sic;
Hurlburt] of Utica, L [sic; I]. O. Whitesides.

Mr. Pillsbury lost two games of checkers to M. J. Wilcox of Grand Island, and played one draw
game with Andrew Ricker. He won a number of games from the checker players, also.

Loses Two at Checkers.

Mr. Pillsbury made many friends and admirers by his wonderful playing when he was here one
year ago, and the interest in his playing this year has increased. Tonight he will play twelve

games of chess, two of whist and two checkers at the same time.
Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.02.21, p2

Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 21—Harry N. Pillsbury, chess champion of America, and among its best half
dozen checker and whist players, has been holding a two days’ tournament against the chess and
checker players of Lincoln and the state yesterday and today. Last night in the senate chamber he
played simultaneously thirty-five chess and five checker games.

Those winning from him were Judge S. P. Davidson of Tecumseh and D. D. Reavis of Falls City,
who played in consultation; S. J. Mason of Lincoln and C. Q. De France of Lincoln, in chess, and
in checkers, M. J. Wilcox of Grand Island, who won two games, and C. G. Hurlbut [sic;
Hurlburt] of Utica, who won one. Mr. Pillsbury played several games with each checker player.
C. W. Corey, Lee Edwards and W. B. Griswold of Lincoln, and E. H [sic; R]. Tyson of Nebraska
City drew their chess games.

Tonight, in the senate chamber, Mr. Pillsbury, blindfolded, will play twelve chess and two

checker games simultaneously.
Omaha World-Herald, 1900.02.22, p5

Harry N. Pillsbury’s visit to Lincoln on February 20 and 21 gave Nebraska chess players an
opportunity to play against the champion of the United States—an opportunity no admirer of the
game could afford to miss. Lincoln chess players were, of course, almost to a man, present at
both exhibitions, which were held in the senate chamber. Those present from other towns were:
Nelson Hald, Dannebrog; A. Powell, St. Edward; A. Rasmussen, South Omaha; J. M. Bruner,
Omaha; E. R. Tyson, Nebraska City; W. R. Ellis, Bloomfield; Judge S. H. Sedgwick, York;
C. G. Bragg, Hastings; Judge S. P. Davidson and D. D. Reavis, Tecumseh; W. W. Wyckoff,
York; Matthew Gering, Plattsmouth—chess players, and M. J. Wilcox, Grand Island; C. G.
Hurlburt, Utica; L [sic; I]. O. Whitesides, Havelock—checker players.

Tuesday evening was devoted to simultaneous exhibition, in which Mr. Pillsbury played thirty-
five games of chess and five of checkers. At chess he lost three games, drew six and won twenty-
six. M. J. Wilcox won two games of checkers and C. G. Hurlburt one. Those winning at chess
from the champion were: Judge Davidson and Mr. Reavis, playing in consultation; and S. J.
Mason and C. Q. DeFrance of Lincoln. Those who escaped with a draw: C. W. Corey, Lee
Edwards, W. B. Griswold, J. M. Bruner and E. R. Tyson, each playing singly and Judge
Sedgwick and W. W. Wyckoff playing in consultation. Andrew Ricker drew two checker
games. [...]

Ten members of the Nebraska Chess association played in the simultaneous exhibition, making a
score of three games won to seven lost—in other words, they won one, drew four and lost five—

which certainly speaks well for the chess knowledge gained by correspondence play.
Omabha Daily Bee, 1900.02.25, p11

Date: 1900.02.20 (701)
Site: USA Lincoln, NE

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Davidson,SP + Reavis,DD

Opening: [C25] Vienna

1.e4 €5 2.Nc3 Bc5 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.d4 16.Rxh8 Qxh8 17.Bg5+ Kes 18.Bf6 Qg8
Be7 6.Bc4 g4 7.0-0 gxf3 8.Qxf3 Nf6 9.e5 19.Rd1 Nd7 20.Ne4 Qg6 21.Bh4 Bd5
d5 10.exf6 dxcd 11.fxe7 Qxdd+ 12.Kh1 c6 22.Rel Kf8 23.Qf4 Kg7 24.Ng3 Kg8
13.Bxf4 Be6 14.Radl Qg7 15.Rd8+ Kxe7 25.Nf5 Qxg2# 0-1

Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.02.21, p2
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Score of game played in Pillsbury’s simultaneous exhibition at Lincoln, in which the champion

lost to C. Q. DeFrance:

Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.02.25, p11

Date: 1900.02.20

Site: USA Lincoln, NE

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: De France,CQ

Opening: [C67] Spanish

(702)

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxe4
5.d4 Be7 6.Qe2 Nd6 7.Bxc6 bxc6 8.dxe5
Nb7 9.Nc3 0-0 10.Rel Re8 11.Qc4 Nc5
12.Be3 Ne6 13.Radl Bb7 14.Nd4 Qc8
15.Nf5 Nf8 16.f4 d5 17.exd6 Qxf5 18.dxe7
Rxe7 19.Bc5 Rxel+ 20.Rxel Ne6 21.Be3
Qxc2 22.Re2 Qf5 23.Qb4 Bab 24.Rf2 Bb5

25.a4 a5 26.Qb3 Ba6 27.h3 Qd3 28.Rf3
Nd4 29.Bxd4 Qxd4+ 30.Kh2 Re8 31.Qd1
c5 32.Qcl h6 33.f5 Qd6+ 34.Kgl g5
35.fxg6 fxg6 36.Qxh6 0-1
And Black announced mate in three
moves.

Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.02.25, p11
Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.03.05, p3

The following is the record of the game won by S. J. Mason; Ruy Lopez opening:

Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.03.05, p3

Date: 1900.02.20

Site: USA Lincoln, NE

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Mason,SJ

Opening: [C67] Spanish

(703)

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Qf6 4.c3 d6 5.d4
Bd7 6.0-0 Be7 7.Na3 Qg6 8.Qe2 Nf6 9.Rel
Nh5 10.Bxc6 bxc6 11.dxe5 0-0 12.exd6
cxd6 13.Nc4 Bg4 14.h3 Bxh3 15.Qf1 5
16.exf5 Rxf5 17.Nh2 Ng3 18.fxg3 Rxfl+
19.Nxfl Be6 20.Ncd2 d5 21.Nf3 Bch+
22.Nd4 Bxd4+ 23.cxd4 Re8 24.Bf4 Qc2

25.b3 Qb2 26.Be5 Rf8 27.Ne3 Qf2+
28.Khl Bf5 29.Nxf5 Rxf5 30.g4 Qh4+
31.Bh2 Qxg4 32.Racl Qg6 33.Be5 Rf2
34.Rgl Rxa2 35.Rc3 Qh6+ 36.Rh3 Qd2
37.Rg3 g6 38.Rfl Qe2 39.Kgl c5 40.Rcl
Rc2 41.Rxc2 Qxc2 42.dxc5 Qxc5+ 43.Kh2
d4 44.Bf4 Qc2 45.Rf3 h5 46.Kh3 d3 0-1

Lincoln Evening News, 1900.02.21, p5
Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.03.05, p3

1900.02.21 Wed: Lincoln, NE
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
14 games: 12 chess [+10=1-1], 2 checkers [+2=0-0]

Pillsbury, the chess champion played twelve games of chess and two of checkers at the same
time last night, winning all of his games but two. P. J. Barron won one game of chess, a queen’s
gambit declined; Will Hardy succeeding in making a draw.

The games were played in the senate chamber at the state house, and Pillsbury stood on the
rostrum with his back toward the players. Charles Q. De France moved about from table to table
and told the champion of each move made by each player and in response was told what play to
make on behalf of Pillsbury. Usually the reply came promptly, but occasionally a brief pause was
noticeable.

Two checker tables were in use. At the first was Mr. Whitesides, at the second Messrs. Ricker
and Calkins. At the twelve chess tables were:

No. 1—C. W. Corey; 2—P. J. Barron; 3—Fred D. Cornell; 4—John Mocket, jr.; 5—W. E.
Hardy; 6—Lee Edwards; 1 [sic; 7]—C. A. Sommer; 8—M. L. Joyce; 9—H. E. Newbranch; 10—

Holds and Rasmussen; 11—Davidson and Reavis; 12—C. C. Engberg and E. R. Tyson.
Lincoln Evening News, 1900.02.22, p6

Pillsbury, the chess champion played to win at the senate chamber last evening. At 1 o’clock this
morning he had not lost a game although he started in playing twelve games of chess and two
games of checkers with his back to the boards and so far away from them that he could not have
seen them had he tried. He astonished the players by calling the position of the figures on the
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boards when the game had been lost to him, and not only did he do this in chess but he also
astonished the checker players by calling positions in their games when requested to do so.

Before the chess playing began Mr. Pillsbury gave an exhibition of his memory. He asked that
thirty words be numbered from one to thirty, and the names and numbers called off to him once.
After this was done he repeated the list, and was able to tell the number of any word asked for, or
the word corresponding to any number mentioned. During the day yesterday Mr. Pillsbury
visited the chess players in their haunts and played games with any number of them that cared to
play. His success in winning games was continuous during the day, and it seemed last evening
that he was determined not to lose a game. One game that was played by P. J. Barron, was a very
stiff one, and Mr. Pillsbury offered to make a draw of it after it had progressed as far as the score
shown below. Mr. Barron refused to call it a draw, and replied to the last play of Mr. Pillsbury’s
with B to Kt2. The game was still in progress at 1 o’clock with chances slightly in favor of
Mr. Barron. [...]

The chess players at the twelve tables were: No 1. C. W. Corey; 2. P. J. Barron; 3. Fred D.
Cornell; 4. John Mockett, jr.; 5. W. E. Hardy; 6. Lee Edwards; 7. C. A. Sommer; 8. M. L. Joyce;
9. H. E. Newbranch; 10. Holds [sic; Hold] and Rasmussen; 11. Davidson and Reavis; 12. C. C.
Engberg and E. R. Tyson.

The first to drop out was C. W. Corey, one of the best chess players in the city. Mr. Corey tried a
few dangerous moves, playing in the hope that the champion might be caught unawares but in
this he was fooled. In the early evening a number of the players were congratulating themselves
on having a problem for Mr. Pillsbury to work, but the games changed color slowly, and by
1 o’clock but two or three fairly strong games were out, and the players were by no means
sanguine of success. Mr. Barron, Newbranch and Joyce were still playing with an even chance to
win.

The attendance last evening was rather larger than the evening before, and the interest more
intense. The tables were ranged in front of the speaker’s desk in the senate chamber, and
Mr. Pillsbury occupied a place on the platform, with his back to the tables. Charles Q. DeFrance
moved from one table to the other and called off the moves to Mr. Pillsbury, and he would in
turn call off the moves he wished to make. Usually the reply move came promptly, but in a few
instances he was compelled to study for some time, whether to remember the positions or to
figure out the move he did not explain. As Mr. DeFrance moved from table to table the
spectators followed him, watching with close attention the [sic; while] moves made the following

the progress of the games. A number of ladies were present to see Mr. Pillsbury’s exhibition.
Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.02.22, p4

The chess tournament at the senate chamber Wednesday evening continued until after
2:30 yesterday morning, and resulted in Mr. Pillsbury being beaten in one of the twelve games
and being compelled to call one other game a draw. P. J. Barron won his game with the
champion, and W. E. Hardy played the draw. Mr. Pillsbury played blindfolded and his

opponents’ plays were called out to him.
Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.02.23, p6

The greatest interest was manifested in the blindfold exhibition on Wednesday evening, when,
Mr. Pillsbury played twelve games of chess and two of checkers without seeing the boards,
winning both checker games and ten games of chess, losing one and drawing one. P. J. Barron of
Lincoln defeated the champion by a masterly defense of the queen’s gambit declined, and W. E.
Hardy of Lincoln succeeded in drawing a game after losing a clear piece. C. W. Corey, one of
Lincoln’s strongest amateurs, attempted a most erratic and irregular defense, hoping to take
Pillsbury out of “book play,” but soon discovered that the champion could take advantage of
weak moves quite as well blindfolded as when looking at the boards.

M. L. Joyce succeeded in establishing a most formidable looking irregular defense to a queen’s
pawn opening, and much speculation was indulged in by the spectators as to how Pillsbury could
break it up with any hope of success; when the decisive stroke came, however, in a few brilliant
moves, the champion convinced Mr. Joyce and the spectators that a resignation was in orders.

The chess players at the twelve tables were: No. 1, C. W. Corey; 2, P. J. Barron; 3, Fred D.
Cornell; 4, John H. Mockett, jr.; 5, W. E. Hardy; 6, Lee Edwards; 7, C. A. Sommer; 8, M. L.
Joyce; 9, H. E. Newbranch; 10, Nelson Hald and A. Rasmussen; 11, Judge S. P. Davidson and D.
D. Reavis; 12, Prof. C. C. Enberg [sic; Engberg] and E. R. Tyson. At the checker tables; No. 1, L
[sic; 1]. O. Whitesides; 2, Andrew Ricker and Mr. Calkins. C. Q. DeFrance acted as teller,
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announcing the moves made by the players and making the moves which Mr. Pillsbury
announced in reply.

Letters were received from Rev. J. T. Roche, David City; Rev. Englebert Boll, Shelby; B. B.
Rice, Grand Island; D. B. Kinniburgh, Adams; and a number of others, expressing regrets

because of inability to be present.

Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.02.25, p11

The score of the game played at Table No. 2, in Harry N. Pillsbury’s blindfold exhibition at
Lincoln, wherein P. J. Barron won from the champion, is as follows:

Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.03.04, p11

Date: 1900.02.21
Site: USA Lincoln, NE

(704)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Barron,PJ
Opening: [D60] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3
0-0 6.Nf3 Nbd7 7.Bd3 b6 8.cxd5 Nxd5
9.Bxe7 Qxe7 10.Nxd5 exd5 11.Rcl c5
12.0-0 ¢4 13.Bb1 5 14.Rel b5 15.Nd2 Nf6
16.Nf3 Nd7 17.Nd2 Bb7 18.Nfl Rae8
19.Ng3 g6 20.Ne2 Rf6 21.Nf4 Nf8 22.Qf3

Rd6 23.94 Qg5 24.Khl Qxg4 25.Qxg4
fxg4 26.Rgl Ne6 27.Nxe6 Rdxe6 28.Rxg4
Rf8 29.Kgl Bc8 30.Rg5 Ref6 31.Rxd5
Rxf2 32.Rd8 Rxb2 33.Rxf8+ Kxf8 34.e4
Bh3 35.d5 Rg2+ 36.Khl Ke7 37.e5 Rg5
38.d6+ Ke6 0-1

Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.02.23, p6
Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.03.04, p11

Score of game played at table No. 5, Pillsbury’s blindfold exhibition at Lincoln, in which W. E.

Hardy of Lincoln secured a drawn game:

Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.03.11, p11

Date: 1900.02.21
Site: USA Lincoln, NE

(705)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 5)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Hardy,WE
Opening: [C32] Falkbeer

1.e4 e5 2.f4 d5 3.exd5 e4 4.d3 Nf6 5.dxe4d
Nxe4 6.Qe2 5 7.Nd2 Qxd5 8.g4 Be7 9.Bg2
0-0 10.gxf5 Bh4+ 11.Kdl Qxf5 12.Qxe4
Qxf4 13.Qxf4 Rxf4 14.Ndf3 Re4 15.Nxh4
Rxh4 16.Ne2 Nc6 17.Bd5+ Kh8 18.Bxc6
bxc6 19.Ng3 Rd4+ 20.Kel Bh3 21.Be3

Re8 22.Ke2 Bg4+ 23.Kf2 Rf8+ 24.Kgl
Rc4 25.h3 Rf3 26.Bf2 Rxc2 27.hxg4 Rfxf2
28.Rh3 Rxb2 29.a4 c5 30.Rd1 h6 31.g5
Kh7 32.gxh6 gxh6 33.Rd7+ Kg6 34.Rxc7
Rg2+ 35.Kfl ¥-%

Drawn by agreement.
Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.02.23, p6
Omabha Daily Bee, 1900.03.11, p11

Score of game played at table No. 7, Pillsbury’s blindfold exhibition at Lincoln. C. A. Sommer

of Lincoln played Black.

Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.04.15, p11

Date: 1900.02.21
Site: USA Lincoln, NE

(706)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 7)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Sommer,CA
Opening: [C29] Vienna

l.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nfé 3.f4 d5 4.fxe5 Nxed
5.Qf3 Nxc3 6.bxc3 Be6 7.Qg3 Nd7 8.d4 g6
9.Nf3 Be7 10.Bh6 Rg8 11.Bd3 c6 12.0-0
Nb6 13.Ng5 Bxg5 14.Bxg5 Qc7 15.Qh4 h5
16.Qf4 Nc8 17.Bf6 Ne7 18.Qg5 Qd8

19.Rf2 Kd7 20.Rafl Qe8 21.Qcl Nf5
22.Rf3 b5 23.Bg5 a5 24.h3 Ne7 25.Qa3
Nc8 26.Rf6 h4 27.Bxg6 Rxg6 28.Rxg6 fxg6
29.Rf8 1-0

Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.04.15, p11
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.05.17

The chess players of Lincoln have not ceased to talk of the playing of Mr. Pillsbury, the
champion, on the occasion of his last visit. The majority of the chess players stuck to what are
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technically known as “book” games. One of the more interesting “push” games was played
against Pillsbury by M. L. Joyce. The record was not accurately kept, the chess men being able
to figure out all but one move. Mr. Pillsbury was written to and he gave the desired information

from his memory of the moves made.
Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.03.05, p3

The game below, played at table No. 8, Pillsbury’s blindfold exhibition, is a specimen of play by
one of the old-timers, M. L. Joyce. Mr. Joyce calls his method of playing a “push game,” and when
he has the white pieces he makes it decidedly interesting for the player who is just learning “book
moves.” Lasker says that the object of an attack is to clear away the obstructions, and it is
interesting to note that Pillsbury did not, on the surface at least, begin his attack until about the

twenty-ninth move. From that move on Joyce’s seemingly impregnable position goes all to pieces.
Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.03.18, p11

Date: 1900.02.21 (707)
Site: USA Lincoln, NE

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 8)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Joyce,ML

Opening: [A84] Dutch

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 15 3.c4 c6 4.Ne5 g6 5.Nc3 e6
6.e3 Bg7 7.f4 Nh6 8.h4 Bxe5 9.fxe5 Ng4
10.h5 Qg5 11.hxg6 h6 12.Be2 h5 13.Rh3
Qxg6 14.Qc2 Na6 15.cxd5 Nb4 16.Qa4
Nxd5 17.Nxd5 exd5 18.Bd2 Bd7 19.Qb4

23.a6 b6 24.Bf1 Ng3 25.Bd3 Rde8 26.Rcl
Kc7 27.Kd1l Re6 28.Qb3 Kb8 29.Ba5 b5
30.Bxb5 cxb5 31.Bc7+ Ka8 32.Rxg3 Qxg3
33.Qxd5+ Bcb6 34.Rxc6 Qg4+ 35.Kcl Qed
36.Qxe4 fxed 37.Rxe6 Rc8 38.Re7 1-0

0-0-0 20.a4 Rhg8 21.a5 Nf2 22.Rf3 Ne4
Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.03.05, p3

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.15, p14

Omaha Daily Bee, 1900.03.18, p11

1900.02.22 Thu: Lincoln, NE
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes
e Predawn: 4am Pillsbury leaves for Denver

The chess tournament at the senate chamber Wednesday evening continued until after

2:30 yesterday morning [...]
Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.02.23, p6

Mr. Pillsbury left this morning at 4 o’clock for Denver where he will give another blindfold

exhibition of his skill tonight.
Lincoln Evening News, 1900.02.22, p6

1900.02.22 Thu: Denver, CO
e Evening: Arrives at 6pm
e Evening: Dinner at the Brown 7:30pm
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
10 games: 8 chess, 1 checkers, 1 whist*

* One draw, the rest were won by Pillsbury

Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America, will arrive in Denver Thursday.
While in this city he will be the guest of the Denver Chess Checker and Whist club, and will
remain here until Tuesday, February 27. The committees appointed to entertain him during his
stay are as follows: Reception—J. R. Smith, C. C. Goodale, W. W. Brasie, J. F. Pickmore [sic;
Bickmore] and J. Munger. Arrangements—W. A. Platt, W. A. Moore, J. A. Robinson, R. M.
Lyon and C. A. Roberts.

Mr. Pillsbury’s program for the five days of his visit is very interesting, though none but
members of the club and invited friends will be permitted in the rooms.

Thursday afternoon he will give an individual exhibition of chess.

Thursday evening simultaneous chess, checker and whist games against all comers.
Friday afternoon and evening, a blindfold game of chess against all comers.
Saturday afternoon, simultaneous chess and checker play at odds against all comers.
Saturday evening, a reception at the club rooms from 8 until 12.

Monday, a public exhibition.
Denver Evening Post, 1900.02.21, p8
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H. N. Pillsbury, the chess champion, will reach Denver this evening on the Burlington road from
Lincoln, Neb. After traveling all day he will, while blindfolded, play simultaneously all the
experts of the Denver Chess, Checker and Whist club. Then eight checker boards and eight chess
boards will be set up. Sixteen of the most expert players of Denver will be “the field”” against Mr.
Pillsbury.

Denver Evening Post, 1900.02.22, p2

Harry N. Pillsbury, America’s champion chess player, will not arrive in the city until to-night.
He will be the guest of the Denver Chess, Checker and Whist club while in the city and will
make his headquarters in the club rooms in the Masonic temple. Because the champion will not
arrive until to-night the individual exhibition scheduled for this afternoon will not be given.

To-night the champion will play simultaneous games of chess, checkers and whist with all
comers. To-morrow afternoon and night he will play blindfold games of chess against all comers.
Simultaneous chess and checker play against all comers will be the features Saturday afternoon.
Saturday night the champion will be given a public reception. On Monday he will give a public
exhibition.

The committees appointed for the occasion are as follows: Reception, J. R. Smith, C. C.
Goodale, W. W. Brasie, J. F. Bickmore and J. Munger. Arrangements, W. A. Platt, W. A. Moore,

J. A. Robinson, R. M. Lyon and C. A. Roberts.
Denver Daily News, 1900.02.22, p3

Harry Pillsbury arrived in the city last night over the Burlington at 7:30 and was immediately
driven to the Brown by the committee on reception of the Denver Chess, Checker and Whist
club. After dining with the party all hands adjourned to the rooms of the club where
Mr. Pillsbury started in on his first evening’s entertainment.

His exhibition was something marvelous and gave an idea of the great brain power with which
Mr. Pillsbury is endowed. He sat in the outer room of the club and took a hand of duplicate
whist. While playing this game he called off the moves on eight chess boards in the inner room
and one checker board. While playing the game of whist he would go the rounds of the boards in
succession and without apparently exercising much thought he would call out the moves which
invariably puzzled his opponents who sat and tried to combat the genius who did not get a sight
of any one of the tables after play was commenced. How Pillsbury is able to do this remarkable
piece of brain work is something inconceivable and seems beyond the power of the brain. It

certainly calls for the most fixed concentration.
Denver Daily News, 1900.02.23, p3

The wonders worked by Henry N. Pillsbury, the chess expert, amazed and delighted the
members of the Denver Chess, Checker and Whist club last night.

Mr. Pillsbury, who arrived from the East at 6 o’clock yesterday evening, was the guest of the
club at dinner, after which he entertained his hosts with eight exhibition games of chess, one of
checkers and one of whist, all of which he carried on at once, concealed from view of the tables
in a room adjoining the apartment in which the opposing players sat.

Not once did he halt nor did he make a single blunder during the entire evening. He won all but
one of the games and that was a draw.

Mr. Pillsbury gives another exhibition this afternoon.
Denver Evening Post, 1900.02.23, p5

1900.02.23 Fri: Denver, CO
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
11 games: 9 chess [+5=0-4], 2 checkers [+2=0-0]
e Evening: Watched the Kid Parker vs Jack Daly boxing match

Securely blindfolded, Champion Harry Pillsbury again astonished the lovers of games of skill at
the rooms of the Denver Chess, Checker and Whist club last night. He played nine games of
chess and two of checkers simultaneously and so skillfully did he direct the moves that he won
five of the chess games and both games of checkers. The play last night was a continuation of
that of the afternoon.

Pitted against the champion at the boards were the best players of the club. They played at their
best and calculated carefully every move, but the champion maintained a lead in most cases after
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the first few moves. At the chess tables pitted against the champion were: First, H. P [sic; B].
Johnson; second, W. Holcomb; third, R. M. Lyon and W. F. Wolff; fourth, J. R. Hobart; fifth, O.
W. Jackson and C. C. Goodale; sixth, F. C. Avery; seventh, G. A. Webb; eighth, J. H. Knaebel;
ninth, Dr. J. Eigenhardt [sic; Eisenstadt]. Those at the two checker tables were W. W. Hull and J.
A [sic; E]. Munger.

This afternoon the champion will play with some of the most skilled of the club members,
allowing each odds. To-night members and their friends will participate in a reception to Mr.
Pillsbury. The champion will give exhibitions at the reception. Monday there will be more
blindfold games of chess, checkers and whist. At that time the champion will play from twelve to

sixteen boards at once.
Denver Daily News, 1900.02.24, p3 (courtesy Denver Public Library)

The sojourn of Harry Pillsbury proved a red letter event in the realms of chess, checkers and
whist. As a genius in the playing of chess, Pillsbury is certainly a marvel and how he can
accomplish his wonderful work is something altogether inexplicable to the uninitiated. He is a
psychological study in himself. He seems to grasp the knottiest threads and the most complicated
entanglements. His mind is of the most logical nature, and he never misses the course of play, no
matter how many games he is playing at the same time. A very amusing occurrence took place at
one of the entertainments the other evening. Pillsbury was playing eight games of chess and one
of checkers with his back turned to all the boards. The man who was playing at the checker
board purposely made a move which properly could not be made. Pillsbury made his move
afterward, and in a few moves that were made in sequence he discovered that his opponent had
taken advantage of him, and asked him to put his checker back and have the play over again. The
discovery of the trick played was remarkable, and revealed the close concentrative powers of his

mind.
Denver Daily News, 1900.02.25, Section 2, p3 (courtesy Denver Public Library)

At the Denver Chess, Checker and Whist club Friday Mr. Pillsbury omitted the whist because
there was no one to play against him, but he conducted nine games of chess and three of
checkers simultaneously. He was disappointed at the small number of chess tables provided. He
had expected twelve.

At Lincoln, Neb., a few days ago he played sixteen games of chess at the same time blind-folded,
and Mr. Pillsbury’s explanation of these marvelous performances is simply practical.

“That is all it amounts to,” said Mr. Pillsbury, “training the mind in a particular
direction by practice. Now, | dare say, you can interview twenty men on ten different
subjects without taking notes and tell correctly what each one said.”

The person who listened to Mr. Pillsbury nodded an affirmative, not that he could do such a
thing, but just to hear Mr. Pillsbury proceed with his explanation.

“So it is with me.” he continued. “I have trained my mind for some years to
remember these moves, and that is about all I can tell you of how I am able to do it.”

The way the playing is conducted will give an idea of what a feat of memory is accomplished.
The Friday’s tournament started with eight chess tables and two checker games. They were in
one room, arranged in the form of a horseshoe. In another room, connected by an arch, sat
Mr. Pillsbury at a table, his back to the games.

A caller announced to Mr. Pillsbury the moves of his opponents and made the moves that the
chess expert ordered in return. Mr. Pillsbury sat in the office, where people were going in and out
every few moments. The telephone bell whirred frequently. Mr. Pillsbury was introduced to a
number of persons and talked with some of his friends. All the while he was in the midst of the
games. Nothing could give a better idea of his powers of almost instantaneous mental
concentration and relaxation.

Throughout the games he smoked constantly, lighting a new cigar every fifteen minutes. After
half an hour of play, a ninth chess table was brought. The moves of the first eight chess tables
were recalled, and the answering moves were announced by Mr. Pillsbury; then the moves in the
checker games were called and answered; then those made at chess tables.

Mr. Pillsbury finally ordered all the chess tables to be called in rotation, as the introduction of the
checker games before the ninth chess table bothered him.

The games began at 3:30. None of them were finished by 5:45, and playing stopped until 7:30.
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When Mr. Pillsbury returned at that time, he called the positions of each piece on every chess
table and checker table from memory. There were on the chess tables 204 pieces, and twenty
checker men on the two boards.

During the hour and a half recess that was taken for dinner. Mr. Pillsbury dined, wrote three
letters, talked with some of his friends and stated that he gave absolutely no thought to the games
he had been playing. Saturday morning at 11 o’clock, fifteen hours later, he repeated this feat by
request.

He was asked how many men there were on each board. He gave the number by boards, and said
that in arriving to the number of men on each board he had mentally recalled, not the numbers he
repeated the night before, but the position of each man on each board.

During the progress of the games not less than 700 moves were made on both games.
Mr. Pillsbury remembered each of these moves. He was able the next morning to recall each
game in detail. His explanation of such a marvelous feat, that it is accomplished only by training,
seems scarcely adequate.

When asked to explain just what the mental processes were during a blindfolded game he said:

“In the first place, | systematize the games into groups, very simply. We will take,
for instance, the sixteen chess games | played at Lincoln, Neb.

“Tables 1, 5, 9, and 13 | opened with the same move; 2, 6, 10 and 14 were grouped
together, having the same opening moves; 3, 7, 11, and 15 were grouped the same
way, and 4, 8, 12 and 16.

“After the moves made by my opponents which are, of course, usually different,
each game is conducted on its own merits, although grouped in the opening with
other tables.

“I do not attempt to picture in my mind the separate boards. | remember the position
of each piece on each board. | know, too, just where that piece can move. Take, for
instance, a knight in the middle of the board. It may move to eight different
positions. | know these positions instructively, just as a piano player knows the
position of any key, and the fingers find it instinctively.” Mr. Pillsbury called of the
positions rapidly.

“I never think of the color of the squares,” he continued. “If, for instance, you asked
me the color of a certain square on the board, | would have to figure it out from the
base or first row of squares. Each square on the board | remember by a certain
denomination. I know in this way just where any piece can be moved.

“After | have made the opening moves on all the tables, sixteen of them, we will say,
as at Lincoln, and these moves have been answered, the caller begins the second
round, we will say. When he calls out ‘table 1,” I immediately remember that tables,
1, 5,9 and 13 all opened with the same move, which I recall.

“When | remember what move the player at table 1 made to my opening move,
maybe it was a ‘freak’ move, and always when | return to that table, I remember, ‘Oh
yes, he played a freak move. Yes, | remember him,” then | recall the positions of
each piece separately.

“If the player does not make a ‘freak’ move, | remember in any way | can, what
move he did make. Then | recall the positions of the pieces. | do this throughout the
game, identifying the tables, as | have said, by groups, and then the positions of the
various pieces. | make no attempt to recall all the moves made, but only the positions
each time.

“You see from this that what is required to play a number of games of chess or
checkers blindfold is an accurate memory, and power of almost instantaneous
concentration on each game momentarily, and then immediate relaxation, and
concentration on another game.

“The dividing into groups as | do, is a plan of my own. I do not think that
Blackburne, who plays six games blindfold, has ever had any such plans.
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“They simplify the identifying of each table as it is called, you see. Of course, the
remembering of the positions of the men on each board is only a feat of memory. |
have plans for each table, and during the games, in the few seconds or minutes | give
to each table successively, | sometimes plan a half a dozen moves ahead.

“In regard to the idea the public has that it is such a tremendous mental strain, | can
only say that I have not found it so. I do not feel exhausted when | get through a
sitting. 1 do this six days out of a week, and am now able to conduct more games at
one time than ever before.

“Sometimes my mind is brighter than at other times: | can do the work more readily,
but | have never felt the exhaustion and craving for stimulants that it is popularly
supposed the mental strain produces. Many people have asked me how | can go to
sleep after an evening playing. Well, I don’t. I don’t try to go to sleep immediately. |
have a plan that I think is an excellent one, and a cure for insomnia.

“After getting through an evening’s work | go to my room and give my mind work in
another direction. | get out a deck of cards, say, and figure out a point in whist. Or |
read a book or some article that requires deep study and reflection. After an hour of
this my mind is fresh and healthy and I am ready to sleep.

“Working with the mind is much the same as physical labor. Take a runner, for
instance. Say he runs two miles and then sits or stands around with the same suit on
and takes no more exercise. He is liable to take a chill or get stiff. It is so with the
mind. The general opinion among men who do brain work is that when they are tired
they should quit and go to bed. My idea is that the brain should be worked in another
direction.”

An odd trait of the great chess champion’s character is his love of violent athletics. He is very
fond of boxing exhibitions, and is well up on fighters and their records.

Friday night he was in such a hurry to see the boxing exhibition that he lost four of the nine
games of chess he was playing. He won the other five and the two games of checkers. [...]

“Chess playing requires self-reliance,” he said, “and | have been taught that since |
was a child. It is the lack of this that prevents Jack Showalter, my rival in chess, from
accomplishing greater things. His father, who lives near Georgetown, Ky., is very
well off, and Showalter has always had plenty of money. Sometimes he will win four
or five games straight. Then he will begin to lose, and he fairly toboggans. Then he
will start up again. He has not enough self-reliance.”

In the ordinary affairs of life Mr. Pillsbury has the same marvelous memory that he shows in
chess if he puts his mind to it. He will give another and a new test of his memory at the club
before he leaves. This is to listen to thirty words read one after the other with their numbers. He
will, from hearing the list read once, give the number of any word recalled, or the word if the

number is given. He ends the test by repeating backward the list with their numbers.
Denver Sunday Post, 1900.02.25, p7

1900.02.24 Sat: Denver, CO
e Afternoon: Simultaneous at odds (12 boards)
13 games: 10 chess [+7=1-2], 3? checkers [+3?=0-0]
e Evening: Memory exhibition
e Evening: Checker game against R. A. Gurley
1 game: 1 checkers [+1=0-0]

Eleven Out Of Thirteen.

Harry Pillsbury entertained the members of the Denver Chess, Checker and Whist club with
simultaneous play yesterday afternoon and out of thirteen games he played he lost only two.

Pillsbury’s arrangement of simultaneous play is something similar to his blindfold style. A
hollow square is made with the opposing players on the outside of a circle. Yesterday he moved
around the circle and made a move on each board in succession, leaving his opponent to study
for the next move. He has a view of the boards and makes his moves himself. He played two
games of checkers in the play while he was playing chess.
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The following were his opponents in the play, with the handicaps he gave them: G. R. Hurlbut
[sic; Hurlburt], even; W. C. Gardner, rook odds; Dr. J. E. MacNeil [sic; McNeil], pawn and two;
C. A. Rogers, rook odds; W. H. Holcomb, rook odds; H. B. Johnson, pawn and move; O. W.
Jackson, pawn and two; W. F. Wolff, knight odds; W. W. Braisie [sic; Brasie], pawn and two;
Professor L [sic; J]. La Rossignol of Denver university, knight odds; R. E. Barnes and W. W.
Hall, who were at the checker boards.

Mr. Pillsbury won all the games but three. He drew with H. B. Johnson and was beaten by
Professor L. La Rossignol and W. H. Holcomb.

In the evening he gave some exhibitions of the chess boards before a large number of ladies and
gentlemen who were the guests of the club.

He also entertained with a word test. Thirty words were selected and numbers affixed opposite
them in numerical order. He glanced over the words and numbers and then the numbers were
read to him. He called off each word opposite its proper number. He reversed this order by

having the words called and then giving the numbers.
Denver Daily News, 1900.02.25, p9

H. N. Pillsbury gave a remarkable memory test at the Denver Chess and Checker club last night.
Twenty [sic; Thirty] words with numbers attached were read over rapidly to Pillsbury. He
scratched his head for a moment and then called off each word in the order they were read to him
and also the number corresponding with each word, and then called off the list of words and
numbers backwards without an hitch.

What made the test more difficult was that the last syllable of all the words was alike, for
instance No. 1 was durable, No. 2 tenable, No. 3 disreputable, No. 4 amiable, etc.

Pillsbury played several games of chess up to 14 or 15 moves and called off the positions to
perfection.

On Monday afternoon the great event of the champion’s visit to Denver will take place.
Commencing at 3 o’clock he will give an exhibition of chess and checker playing blindfolded.
There will be sixteen tables, fourteen of chess and two of checkers, and some of the best of the
club’s talent will be pitted against him. There will be some hard work on both sides, and a fine
contest is expected.

The closing event last night was a checker game between Pillsbury and R. A. Gurley, in which

the former won, though not without a struggle. A large crowd of spectators was present.
Denver Sunday Post, 1900.02.25, p6

1900.02.25 Sun: Denver, CO
e Rested and gave Lecture

Harry Pillsbury rested from the arduous labors of the first few days with the chess club
yesterday, and did nothing but educate a few of the members of the club in some of the
intricacies of the great game. He taught them some of the best moves that can be made on the

chess board and expounded at length on the methods he uses in his feats of memory.
Denver Daily News, 1900.02.26, p3

1900.02.26 Mon: Denver, CO
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
10 games: 10 chess [+8=1-1]

Harry Pillsbury finished his last day’s play by winning, blindfolded, ten games of chess, losing
one and drawing one. The win was made by D. B. La Rue and F. A. Cooley, of the Y. M. C. A,
who opposed him together. He drew with G. R. Hurlburt who started the game in the afternoon,
and W. A. Platt, who finished in the evening.

The players sat at the various tables, and results were: T. S. Wedeles and C. A. Rogers, lost;
Professor J. E. La Rossignol and H. E. Russell, lost; W. A. Platt and E. S. Collis [sic; Cullis],
lost; General H. B. Johnson, lost; G. R. Hurlburt, who started in the morning, and W. A. Platt,
who finished in the evening, draw; R. M. Lyon and W. F. Wolff, lost; C. C. Goodale and O. W.
Jackson, lost; W. W. Brasie, lost; H. M. Haynes of Greeley, lost; D. B. Le Rue [sic; La Rue] and
F. A. Cooley, won; Dr. J. Eisenstadt, lost; Dr. J. E. McNeil, lost.
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Mr. Pillsbury also played checkers blindfold by sitting in the outer room with his back turned to
the boards. He drew with R. E. Barnes, who was seated at the first table. He played two games
with Henry Trowbridge on the second table, and drew one and lost one. W. W. Hull lost to him
at table No. 3. The game at the fourth table was played by R. A. Gruley [sic; Gurley], and

resulted in a draw.
Denver Daily News, 1900.02.27, p3

The two subjoined well-played games were contested last winter at Denver, Col. Mr. Cooley, a
member of the Washington club, is in the service of the War Department, and was then located at
that place, but has since been sent to Alaska. As must be seen from the score Mr. Cooley is one

of the best of the local players. These games are now published for the first time.
Washington Evening Star, 1901.08.31, p6

Could this game be the Pillsbury vs La Rue & Cooley game played on February 26th? The other
game mentioned had been published in the Washington Evening Star on November 8th, 1897.
Cooley was ordered to Alaska in March, 1900, according to the Denver Post, 1900.03.07, p8.

Site: USA Denver, CO (708)
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Cooley,FA

Opening: [C71] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 d6 5.Nc3 20.Rxg3 Beb 21.Rxg5 Rxg5 22.Qxg5 Nxd5
Bd7 6.0-0 Nf6 7.d4 b5 8.dxe5 dxe5 9.Bb3 23.Qg8+ Ke7 24.Qxd8+ Rxd8 25.exd5 Bf5
Bd6 10.Bg5 Bg4 11.Nd5 Nd4 12.c3 Nxf3+ 26.a4 Rh8 27.axb5 axb5 28.Rel Kf6
13.gxf3 Bh3 14.Rel h6 15.Bh4 g5 16.Bg3 29.Kg2 Rg8+ 30.Kf1 Bd3+ 0-1

h5 17.Qd2 Rg8 18.Kh1l h4 19.Rgl hxg3
Washington Evening Star, 1901.08.31, p6

1900.02.27 Tue: Denver, CO
e Predawn: Left for Texas at 3am

Mr. Pillsbury left for Texas at 3 o’clock this morning, where he will give the same exhibition he

gave here.
Denver Daily News, 1900.02.27, p3

March, 1900

1900.03.01 Thu: Fort Worth, TX
e Morning: Arrived in the city
e Afternoon: played a score of offhand games*
e Evening: Blink Simultaneous
12 games: 12 chess (sans voir for 12 moves)
16 games: 16 chess (added 4 boards)

* Monnig Sr., won the only game lost by the champion

Fort Worth, Tex. March 1.—The Fort Worth Chess Club is today entertaining Mr. H. N.
Pillsbury, champion of the United States, who arrived in the city this morning. Lovers of the
game gathered at the hotel this afternoon, embracing the best players in the city, among whom
were the following: Messrs. Otto, William and O. E. Monnig, Gertzman [sic; Gutzman],
Hartshorn, Hunter, Morris, McNeely and Hartwig of this city, and Messrs. George Lang,
Stanbery [sic; Stanberry] and Miller of Dallas. The marvelous exhibitions of Mr. Pillsbury’s skill
in simultaneous playing elicited the enthusiastic admiration of all who witnessed his
performance. He carried on a dozen games at a time with consummate ability, exciting in turn
the wonder of each player as he was checked by the champion, except one, Mr. Otto Monnig Sr.,
who enjoys the distinction in having won the only game lost by the champion out of a score
played during the three hours from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. Tonight he will give an exhibition of his
work in playing blindfolded. He will make the opening moves in a number of simultaneous
games, blindfolded, after which he will call out the positions of the pieces on the boards. The
games will then be proceeded with as they have started or new games begun according to the
pleasure of the players.
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Mr. Pillsbury came here from Denver, and will continue his journey south from here tomorrow.
He may stop at Shreveport on his way to New Orleans, where he expects to be Monday and
Tuesday. He proposes to visit Mobile and Montgomery on the two following days. Returning to
New Orleans he will embark for Havana, where he will spend the week between March 11 and
18, he expects to reach New York by March 23, in time for the cable match with British players.
After completing this he will make a short tour of places between New York and Chicago, after
which he will prepare for his trip to Europe. He will spend considerable time in Paris this

year. [...]

Champion Pillsbury began tonight’s performance by playing with his back to a dozen players
through twelve moves, and then calling out the position of each piece on every board. He then
began a simultaneous game with sixteen players. At midnight a majority had been checked or

given up, and the rest were anxious for a draw.
Dallas Morning News, 1900.03.02, p8

The following game ending was played by the American champion in a simultaneous

performance at Fort Worth, Tex., the single player conceding the move on many of the boards.
Boston Sunday Post, 1900.06.24, Sporting Section, p15

Date: 1900.03.01 (709)
Site: USA Fort Worth, TX

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

White: NN

Black: Pillsbury,HN

1...Rxg2 2.Bed4 Nc3+ 3.Kb3 Na4 4.Bc2 c5

5.Rf6 c4+ 6.Ka2 Rxc2 7.Rxd6+ Kc7 (...)
And Black wins.

0-1

Boston Sunday Post, 1900.06.24, Sporting Section, p15

1900.03.02 Fri: Fort Worth, TX
¢ Leaves Fort Worth

Fort Worth, Tex. March 1.—[...] Mr. Pillsbury came here from Denver, and will continue his

journey south from here tomorrow.
Dallas Morning News, 1900.03.02, p8

Pillsbury’s first visit to Shreveport will occur November 30th, 1901.

He may stop at Shreveport on his way to New Orleans, where he expects to be Monday and Tuesday.
Dallas Morning News, 1900.03.02, p8

1900.03.03 Sat: New Orleans, LA
e Evening: Arrived and registered at Grunewald Hotel

H. N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America, is in New Orleans, a guest of the
Grunewald Hotel. He arrived Saturday night, and will remain until Wednesday morning, when
he will leave for Mobile, Ala. In Mobile he will play a series of games, and from that city he will
go to Montgomery. After a series of games there he will got to Havana, Cuba, where he will

remain for a week, the guest of the Havana Chess Club.
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.05, p2

Mr. Harry Nelson Pillsbury, the American chess champion, considerably surprised his numerous
friends in the Crescent City by suddenly “turning up” here on Saturday evening, March 3. He was
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en route from Dallas, Tex., to Mobile, in the latter of which he was billed to give a peripatetic
exhibition on Wednesday afternoon, March 7, and hence there was little time for our local players

to arrange any particularly formal programme of events for the champion while here.
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.11, p10

1900.03.04 Sun: New Orleans, LA
e Gave statements to the press

Mr. Pillsbury is a great favorite in New Orleans. He is a man of no small amount of personal
magnetism, and his achievements in the realm of chess are too well known to need retelling. To-
day he looks as young as ever, and is as full of enthusiasm as he was when he first embarked on
the career which has won him international fame.

“Prior to the Spanish-American war,” said Mr. Pillsbury last night, “Havana was the
greatest chess centre in the Western Hemisphere. Among the experts there were
Vasquez, Golmayo, Ponce, Carvahal [sic; Carvajal], Sterling, Gavilan and Machedo.
The game had an immense following there. | am confident that it still retains its
popularity. I will be in Havana for a week, from March 12 to March 18, inclusive.”

Since Mr. Pillsbury was in New Orleans, where his remarkable capacities won him recognition
which will be ever lasting, he has covered himself with glory. In the London tournament, in
which sixteen of the foremost chess players of the world struggled for supremacy, and which
Lasker won, he tied for second, third and fourth prizes.

Last night Mr. Pillsbury was in a discursive mood.

“Chess is a game which developes the brain,” he said. “If America paid as much
attention to chess as she did to prize fighting, the country would be better off. If
Jeffries, and Corbett, were to meet in this city there would be $50,000 in the house.
If the two foremost aspirants for the chess championship were to meet here there
would not be more than $500. The prize fighters stand for brawn—the chess players

for brain.”
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.05, p2

Pillsbury at the New Orleans Chess, Checker and Whist Club, 1900

E. J. Hamilton; L. L. Labatt; Prof. B. V. B. Dixon; James D. Séguin.
Seated (left to right): Jas. McConnell, Sr.; H. N. Pillsbury.

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.04.15, Part I, p14

Apropos of the group picture souvenir of Mr. Pillsbury’s recent visit which we give above, we
may call our readers’ attention to a very interesting chess controversy that arose during the great

73




Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

chess master’s presence in this city relative to the position actually represented on the board in
the photograph. Mr. McConnell, Sr., for some time past has been experimenting analytically with
a variation of the Vienna game, in which, by an ingenious and original form of attack, he had
reached the conclusion that White attained substantially a winning position. On trying it with
Mr. Pillsbury, the latter stated that just that variation had been examined by Mr. J. F. Barry, the
noted expert of Boston, and himself, and both had agreed that a draw was assured for Black.

Some two or three games or so, we believe, were tried between Mr. McConnell, Sr., and
Mr. Pillsbury, with the result that the former seemed to sustain his contention at least by a
majority of wins; but both players finally agreed, unless we err, that the position requires
considerably more definitive analysis than had yet been given it. The moves of the variation are

as follows:
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.04.15, Part Il, p14

Date: 1900.03 (710)
Site: USA New Orleans, LA

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

White: McConnell,J (Hon)

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C29] Vienna

l.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.f4 d5 4.fxe5 Nxed

5.Qf3 Nxc3 6.bxc3 Be7 7.d4 0-0 8.Bd3 6

9.Qh5 g6 10.Bxg6 hxg6 11.Qxg6+ Kh8
And we have the position as
appearing on the board in the picture
above and as illustrated in the
following diagram:

“Here,” says Mr. McConnell, “Mr. Pillsbury
insists that White cannot win. | on the
contrary contend that White should win by
the development of 12.Nf3 followed at once

by castling, and thereafter by Nh4, etc.”
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.04.15, Part 11, p14

The following game is dated as 1900 based on being found near the Storey game (played
Philadelphia, March 31st, 1900). I have no information regarding which day the games with
McConnell were played.

Date: 1900.03 (711)
Site: USA New Orleans, LA

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: McConnell,J (Hon)

Opening: [C33] King’s Gambit

1l.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Bc4 d5 4.Bxd5 Qh4+ 12.Bxf4 Bxe2+ 13.Qxe2 Ng4 14.Nc3 N8f6
5.Kfl Bg4 6.Nf3 Qh5 7.d4 c6 8.Bc4 g5 15.Rd1 Bb4 16.Rh3 Rhe8 17.a3 Bxc3
9.h4 Nd7 10.Be2 0-0-0 11.Nxg5 Ne5 18.Rxc3 h6 19.Rxc6+ 1-0

Jacques N. Pope’s handwritten notes from White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook

1900.03.05 Mon: New Orleans, LA (New Orleans Chess, Checkers and Whist Club)
e Evening: Simultaneous
20 games: [+17=2-1]

Mr. Henry Nelson Pillsbury, the famous chess master, is in the Crescent city, and is registered
among the guests of the Hotel Grunewald.
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The American chess champion took his many friends in New Orleans somewhat by surprise in
his unexpected and unannounced arrival, the fact being that he is simply stopping over here for a
day or two en route, first to Mobile, and thereafter to Montgomery, Ala., to keep engagements
made with the respective chess organizations of those cities.

After his completion of the engagements in question, Mr. Pillsbury goes to Havana to fulfill a
like engagement with the famous chess club of that city, covering the latter part of the present
month. Senors Vasquez, the Mexican chess champion; Celso Golmayo, the former Cuban
attorney general; Ponce, Carvajal, Machedo, and other strong resident players, will be his
adversaries in the rooms of the famous Havana Chess Club, long renowned as the most
enterprising and liberal chess organization in the western hemisphere.

Notwithstanding his very brief say in New Orleans—so brief, indeed, as to leave no chance to
arrange a formal set programme—it is more than likely that Mr. Pillsbury will give one or more
exhibitions of his marvelous chess faculties. It is probable that this afternoon the chess champion
will give an exhibition of his wonderful powers as a blindfold antagonist, contesting eight such
games of chess simultaneously, and, coincidently therewith two games of duplicate whist. This
should be of itself a mental feat to “astonish the natives,” but it is likely that Mr. Pillsbury on the
afternoon and subsequently the evening of Tuesday, the 6th of March, will undertake to meet no
less than sixteen adversaries at once in simultaneous blindfold chess—a herculean task that no
one but a chess player can appreciate, and that has but once before been attempted by Dr.
Zabertort [sic; Zukertort], in his famous exhibition given at the London Chess Club in 1874.
Either event will assuredly be a memorable one in the history of New Orleans chess.

Mr. Pillsbury expects to leave for Mobile on Wednesday morning next.
New Orleans Daily Picayune, 1900.03.05, p8

Harry Nelson Pillsbury, the American champion chess player, entertained a large company of
chess enthusiasts at the Chess, Checkers and Whist Club last night, the play opening at 7:30
o’clock, and closing shortly before midnight. The play was simultaneous with twenty tables.

Out of the twenty games, Pillsbury won seventeen, lost one to Mr. Chas. Rosen, with two draws
in favor of Judge L. L. Labatt and Hon. Chas. Buck. All the other local players lost to the
champion.

The players were: W. H. H. Cunningham, W. B. Parker, E. J. Hamilton, L. T. Dugazin [sic;
Dugazon], C. A. Aitkins [sic; Aitkens], C. O. Wilcox, Chas. Rosen, Frank Rainold, F. J.
Mitchell, L. L. Labatt, Chas. Buck, B. Werlein, H. B [sic; E]. Chambers, B. W. Seago, A. F.
Aitkins [sic; Aitkens], A. B. Smith, S. H. Backus, J. M. Sherrouse, O. M. Tenison [sic;

Tennison], J. M. Ferguson.
New Orleans Daily Picayune, 1900.03.06, p7

[...] a peripatetic contest of twenty tables was given on the evening of Monday, March 5. Out of
the twenty games Pillsbury won seventeen, lost one to Mr. Chas. Rosen, with two draws in favor
of Judge L. L. Labatt and Hon. Chas. Buck. All the other local players lost to the champion.

The players were: W. H. H. Cunningham, W. B. Parker, E. J. Hamilton, L. T. Dugazin [sic;
Dugazon], C. A. Aitkins, C. O. Wilcox, Chas. Rosen, Frank Rainold, F. J. Mitchell, L. L. Labatt,
Chas. Buck, B. Werlein, H. B. Chambers, B. W. Seago, A. F. Aitkens, A. B. Smith, S. H.
Backus, J. M. Sherrouse, O. M. Tenison [sic; Tennison], J. M. Ferguson. [...]

The following very well played game, the only defeat suffered by Mr. Pillsbury in his exhibition
of simultaneous peripatetic play given at the New Orleans Chess, Checkers and Whist Club on
the evening of Monday, March 5, 1900. The winner, Mr. Rosen, is considered one of the
decidedly rising players of the club:

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.11, p10

Date: 1900.03.05 (712)
Site: USA New Orleans, LA

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

White: Rosen,C

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C32] Falkbeer

l.ed e5 2.f4 d5 3.exd5 e4 4.d3 Nf6 5.Nc3 12.Bxc3 Qxc3+ 13.Kf2 Nc6 14.Rel Bg4
Bb4 6.Bd2 e3 7.Bxe3 Nxd5 8.Bd2 Bxc3 15.Qd2 Qf6 16.Rabl Rfe8 17.c3 b6 18.h3
9.bxc3 0-0 10.Nf3 Qf6 11.Be2 Nxc3 Bxf3 19.Bxf3 Rad8 20.Bxc6 Qxc6
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21.Rxe8+ Rxe8 22.Rel Rxel 23.Qxel Kf8 34.hxgd h6 35.Ked Kd6 36.Kf5 Ke7
24.Qe5 6 25.Qd4 Ke7 26.a4 Qe6 27.Qe3 37.Kg6 Kf8 38.f5 Kg8 39.f6 gxf6 40.Kxf6
Kd6 28.Qxe6+ Kxe6 29.Ke3 Kd5 30.Kd2 Kh7 41.Kf7 1-0

cb 31.Ke3 f5 32.c4+ Kc6 33.g4 fxg4

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.11, p10

1900.03.06 Tue: New Orleans, LA (New Orleans Chess, Checkers and Whist Club)
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
17 games: 17 chess [+10=5-2]

This afternoon Mr. Pillsbury will open his celebrated blindfold game, playing seventeen tables, a
feat never before being undertaken by any player. Ladies will be admitted to the club for the
4 o’clock entertainment.

At a stated hour a recess will be taken for dinner, and Mr. Pillsbury will return to the blindfold

game after dinner without a change.
New Orleans Daily Picayune, 1900.03.06, p7

A large and deeply interested gathering assembled at 4 o’clock yesterday afternoon to witness
the game which Mr. Pillsbury, the renowned chess player, was to play blindfolded against
seventeen players on as many different boards. This feat was one which has seldom before been
attempted, and the display of skill and the extraordinary feat of memorizing the various boards,
moves, etc., was something marvelous.

The game commenced at 4 o’clock, and in about twelve moves Prof. Dixon, of Sophie Newcomb
College, won one of the seventeen games, Mr. Pillsbury having made an error.

Mr. Pillsbury then went to dinner, and at 6 o’clock the game was resumed. Mr. Pillsbury not
having seen any of the chess boards in the meantime. The first of the remaining sixteen players
to succumb to the skill of Mr. Pillsbury was Mr. W. H. H. Cunningham.

Mr. James McConnell, Jr., played a draw game with the champion. Shortly after this Mr. Charles
Rosen offered Mr. Pillsbury a draw, which was accepted, making the second draw.

Mr. Carruthers [sic; Caruthers], of Indianola, Miss., was the next victim. This gentleman was
disposed to fight the game to the bitter end, unwilling to give up. To the surprise of everybody
Mr. Pillsbury unhesitatingly called out the situation of every piece on the gentleman’s board,
showing him the uselessness of his contest, when Mr. Carruthers yielded the game.

Mr. M. J. Fass next acknowledged defeat and retired.

Mr. Mercer Fell next resigned, acknowledging defeat.

Mr. F. E. Rainold drew his game with Mr. Pillsbury.

Mr. Pillsbury offered a draw with Prof. C. A. Aitkins, which proposition the latter accepted.
Mr. Davenport resigned, and so did Mr. C. O. Wilcox.

Mr. L. Labatt lost, Mr. A. V [sic; B]. Smith lost, Mr. E. J. Hamilton drew, Mr. F. K. Dameron
won, Mr. O. N [sic; M]. Tennison lost, Mr. C. F. Buck lost, making ten games won, five drawn

and two lost.
New Orleans Daily Picayune, 1900.03.07, p9

Harry W [sic; N]. Pillsbury, America’s chess master, played seventeen games blindfolded at the
Chess, Checkers and Whist Club last night. This is the largest number of games that Pillsbury
has played blindfolded, simultaneously, his next largest number being played at Chicago. Prof.
Dixon won his game in twelve moves, by a trap, Pillsbury playing too fast. Frank Dameron won
his game. The score follows:

C. 0. Wilcox L Petrof [sic; Petroff] Defense.
L. L. Labatt L French Defense.

J. M [sic]. McConnell, Jr. D Hollandish Defense.

C. A. Aitkens D K Kt's Gambit.

Prof. B. L. Dixon W Two Kts' Defense.

Chas. Rosen D Vienna Opening.

J. B. Davenport L Q's Gambit.

A. B. Smith L K Kt's Gambit.

W. H. Caruthers L Giucco [sic; Giuoco] Piano.

W. H. Cunningham L Philidor Defense.
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E. J. Hamilton D Bird Opening.

Frank Dameron W Falkbeer Count. Gam.

M. S. Fell L Giucco Piano.

O. M. Tennison L Vienna Allgeier [sic; Allgaier].
Chas. F. Buck L Q's Gambit Declined.

Frank W [sic; E]. Rainold D Q's Franchetto [sic; Fianchetto].
M. J. Fass L Ruy Lopez.

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.07, p10

A still more interesting event came off on the following afternoon and evening in the shape of a
blindfold contest in which the champion met no less than seventeen strong adversaries
simultaneously! [...]

This was, indeed, a record-breaking event, approached theretofore only by Dr. Zukertort’s
achievements of sixteen simultaneous blindfold games at London in 1874; but it may be added
the latter consumed two whole evenings in the play, while Mr. Pillsbury began at 4 p.m., played
until 6:45, adjourned to 8 p.m., and actually completed the entire play by 1 a.m., employing less
than eight hours for his task. His feat becomes the more appreciable when it is added that his
play was errorless throughout and of a mingled solidity and brilliancy that, excited the highest

admiration of the large throng of members and guests that watched the play.
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.11, p10

Harry N. Pillsbury broke his Chicago record at “sans voir” play when at New Orleans he met
seventeen players simultaneously and blindfolded. His opponents included nearly all the strongest
chess players of the Crescent City. His play was errorless throughout and he employed less than
eight hours for his difficult task. The champion lost to Professor B. L. Dixon and Frank Dameron;
drew with J. M. [sic; J.] McConnell Jr., C. A. Aitkens, Charles Rosen, E. J. Hamilton, and Frank W
[sic; E]. Rainold; and defeated C. O. Wilcox, L. L. Labatt, J. B. Davenport, A. B. Smith, W. H.
Caruthers, W. H. Cunningham, M. S. Fell, O. M. Tennison, Charles F. Buck, and M. J. Fass. In a

recent letter Pillsbury stated that he intends soon to play twenty simultaneous blindfold games.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.03.18, p20

An exceedingly interesting partie from among the seventeen simultaneous blindfold games
contested by Mr. Pillsbury at the New Orleans Chess, Checkers and Whist Club, on the evening
of March 6, 1900.

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.11, p10

Date: 1900.03.06

Site: USA New Orleans, LA

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 1)
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Wilcox,CO

Opening: [C43] Russian

(713)

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.d4 Nxe4 4.Bd3 d5
5.Nxe5 Be7 6.0-0 0-0 7.c4 Be6 8.Qc2 f5
9.cxd5 Bxd5 10.Nc3 Nxc3 11.bxc3 g6 12.c4
Bc6 13.d5 Bd7 14.Bh6 Re8 15.Rael Bf6
16.f4 Na6 17.c5 Nb4 18.Qb3 Nxd3

19.Qxd3 c6 20.Nxd7 Qxd7 21.d6 b6
22.Bg5 Bxg5 23.fxg5 bxc5 24.Qc4+ Kf8
25.Qxc5 Rad8 26.Rxe8+ Rxe8 27.Rcl Rd8
28.Rd1 Re8 29.h4 Re6 30.Qd4 Kg8 31.Qc4
Kf8 32.Qxe6 1-0

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.11, p10

Played at Board No. 5 on the same occasion [...]

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.18, p27

Date: 1900.03.06
Site: USA New Orleans, LA

(714)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 5)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Dixon,BVB
Opening: [C48] Four Knights

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bb5 Bc5
5.0-0 0-0 6.Nxe5 Qe7 7.Nxc6 dxc6 8.Bd3

Qe5 9.h3 Bxh3 10.gxh3 Qg3+ 11.Khl
Qxh3+ 12.Kgl Ng4 0-1

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.18, p27
Wiener Schachzeitung, v5 n1, January 1902, p15 (gives Dickson)

Played at Board No. 6 in the same contest:

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.18, p27
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Date: 1900.03.06
Site: USA New Orleans, LA

(715)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 6)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Rosen,C
Opening: [C29] Vienna

l.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6e 3.f4 d5 4.fxe5 Nxed
5.Qf3 Nxc3 6.bxc3 Be7 7.d4 ¢5 8.Ne2 0-0
9.Nf4 Be6 10.Bd3 c4 11.Be2 Nc6 12.0-0
Qd7 13.Qg3 Bf5 14.Nxd5 Qxd5 15.Rxf5

Nxd4 16.Rf2 Nxe2+ 17.Rxe2 Qd1+ 18.Qel
Qxel+ 19.Rxel Bcb+ 20.Be3 Bxe3+
21.Rxe3 Rfe8 22.Rb1 Rab8 23.Rb4 ¥2-1

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.18, p27

An interesting partie (board No. 14) from among the seventeen simultaneous blindfold games
contested by Mr. Pillsbury at the New Orleans Chess, Checkers and Whist Club, on the evening

of March 6, 1900.

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.18, p27

Date: 1900.03.06
Site: USA New Orleans, LA

(716)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 14)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Tennison,OM
Opening: [C25] Vienna

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.h4
g4 6.Ng5 h6 7.Nxf7 Kxf7 8.d4 d5 9.Bxf4
Bg7 10.exd5 Qe8+ 11.Kd2 Nxd4 12.Bc4
Nf6 13.Qf1 Bf5 14.Rel Qd7 15.Be5 Nxc2
16.Re2 Rhe8 17.Kcl Nh5 18.Bxg7 Rxe2
19.0xe2 Re8 20.Be5 Ng3 21.d6+ Kgb6
22.h5+ Kh7 23.Bxg3 Rxe2 24.Bxe2 cxd6

Qc5 29.Nxf5 Qxf5 30.Rfl Qc8 31.Bd3+
Kg7 32.Bxc2 Qc5 33.Kbl Qc6 34.Bg6
Qxg2 35.Rf7+ Kg8 36.Bf4 Qfl+ 37.Kb2
Qf2+ 38.Kc3 Qc5+ 39.Kd3 Qd5+ 40.Ke3
Qf3+ 41.Kd4 g3 42.Bxh6 Qxf7 43.Bxf7+
Kxf7 44.Ke3 Kf6 45.Bf4 g2 46.Kf2 Kf5
47.h6 1-0

25.Nd5 Qe6 26.Bc4 Qc8 27.b3 b5 28.Ne7

New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.18, p27

On his way to Havana, where Pillsbury will be until next Sunday, the American champion paid a
flying visit to New Orleans and while there gave two exhibitions at the New Orleans Chess,
Checker and Whist Club. Incidentally he broke his own record at blindfold chess, playing not
less than seventeen games simultaneously without sight of boards or men. Moreover, as at
Chicago, where he successfully conducted sixteen games in like manner, he completed the entire
lot, without any of them remaining unfinished or having to be adjudicated. Of course he again
required two sessions, beginning at 4 P.M. and playing till 6:45 P.M., when he adjourned to
8 o’clock and completed his task by 1 A.M. He won ten games, lost two and drew five. Among
his opponents were such strong players as Judge L. Labbatt [sic; Labatt] and C. F. Buck, who
lost; J. M [sic]. McConnell, jr., and Charles Rosen, both of whom drew; the other drawn games
were made by C. A. Aitkens, E. J. Hamilton and F. W [sic; E]. Rainold, while Professor B. L.

Dickson [sic; B. V. Dixon] and F. Dameron won their respective games.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.15, p14

1900.03.07 Wed: New Orleans, LA
e Morning: Left for Mobile

Mr. Pillsbury left on Wednesday for Mobile and (subsequently to the latter engagement) for
Montgomery, Ala. The objective point of his itinerary was Havana, where he was to arrive about

the middle of the month, and expected to remain ten days or a fortnight.
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.11, p10

1900.03.07 Wed: Mobile, AL
e Afternoon: Scheduled to give an exhibition

[...] en route from Dallas, Tex., to Mobile, in the latter of which he was billed to give a

peripatetic exhibition on Wednesday afternoon, March 7 [...]
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.03.11, p10
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1900.03.08 Thu: Montgomery, AL
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous

Judge J. J. Mayfield returned yesterday from a trip to Montgomery. While there he had the
opportunity of seeing that human chess automaton—Pillsbury, the man who can play twelve
games of chess, blind-folded, and with twelve separate opponents and beat all of them. The
Judge played a game or so with the champion and succeeded in beating him once. This is quite a

distinction as Pillsbury has not lost a single game for months.
Tuskaloosa Gazette, 1900.03.10, p4

H. N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of the world, played in Montgomery Thursday night. He
played six or seven rounds of checkers at the same time. He was blindfolded, and his opponents

were the best players in the city.
Heflin Cleburne New Era, 1900.03.10, p2

The following game ending is from a simultaneous blindfold chess and checkers exhibition given

at Montgomery, Ala.
Boston Sunday Post, 1900.06.03, Sporting Section, p15

Date: 1900.03.08 (717)
Site: USA Montgomery, AL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: NN

1.e5 Bxe5 2.Nxf4 Qc8 3.Bxe5 gxf4
4.Qxc7+ 1-0

Boston Sunday Post, 1900.06.03, Sporting Section, p15

A game from a simultaneous blindfold exhibition at Montgomery, Ala.
Boston Sunday Post, 1900.06.10, Sporting Section, p15

Date: 1900.03.08 (718)
Site: USA Montgomery, AL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: NN

Opening: [C00] French

1.e4 €6 2.d4 c6 3.f4 Nf6 4.Bd3 Nab 5.c3 c5 b6 21.bxc6 Bxc6 22.Ba6+ Kb8 23.Rbl
6.Nf3 cxd4 7.cxd4 Nb4 8.Nc3 Nc6 9.e5 Bxd6 24.Bxd6+ Qxd6 25.a4 Kc7 26.Qc2
Nd5 10.Nxd5 exd5 11.0-0 Qb6 12.Kh1 d6 Ra8 27.Rfcl Kd7 28.a5 bxa5 29.Bb7 Bxb7
13.b3 Be6 14.f5 Bd7 15.exd6 0-0-0 16.Ba3 30.Rxb7+ Kd8 31.Ne5 fxe5 32.dxe5 Qxe5
f6 17.Bc5 Qab 18.a3 Re8 19.b4 Qd8 20.b5 33.Qc6 1-0

Boston Sunday Post, 1900.06.10, Sporting Section, p15

Another game from blindfold exhibition at Montgomery, Ala.; an interesting game on account of

the variation adopted.
Boston Sunday Post, 1900.06.17, Sporting Section, p15
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Date: 1900.03.08 (719)
Site: USA Montgomery, AL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: NN

Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxed 16.Bxc7 Qc8 17.Nf6+ Kg7 18.Nxe8+ Qxe8
5.d4 Nd6 6.Ba4 exd4 7.c3 Be7 8.cxd4 0-0 19.d5 Ba5 20.dxc6 Bxc7 21.cxb7

9.Nc3 a6 10.Bf4 b5 11.Bc2 Bb7 12.Rel And won in a few moves.

Ne8 13.Nd5 Bb4 14.Qd3 g6 15.Rxe8 Rxe8 (...)1-0

Boston Sunday Post, 1900.06.17, Sporting Section, p15

From an exhibition of simultaneous blindfold play in Montgomery, Ala.
Boston Sunday Post, 1900.07.08, Sporting Section, p7

Date: 1900.03.08 (720)
Site: USA Montgomery, AL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: NN

Opening: [C29] Vienna

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.f4 d6 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.Bb5 And then White announced mate in
exf4 6.d4 d5 7.exd5 Nxd5 8.Nxd5 Qxd5 four moves.

9.Qe2+ Kd8 10.Bxf4 Bb4+ 11.c3 Re8 (#in 4) 1-0

12.Ne5 Bd7 13.Bxc6 bxc6 14.cxbd Qxd4

15.Rd1 Qxf4

Boston Sunday Post, 1900.07.08, Sporting Section, p7

1900.03.10 Sat: New Orleans, LA
¢ Scheduled to leave for Cuba

He proposes to visit Mobile and Montgomery on the two following days. Returning to New

Orleans he will embark for Havana[...]
Dallas Morning News, 1900.03.02, p8

1900.03.11 Sun: Havana, Cuba
e Morning: Arrived in Havana

Pillsbury, the American chess champion, arrived in Havana yesterday morning, according to a
dispatch received in this city, Pillsbury will give a series of exhibitions at the Chess Club during

this week.
Buffalo Commercial, 1900.03.12, p4

Harry Pillsbury, the American chess champion, once in his younger days a waiter in one of
Boston’s swell clubs, is now in Havana, where he will give a series of exhibitions at the Havana

Chess Club this week.
Boston Post, 1900.03.12, p2

1900.03.12 Mon: Havana, Cuba
e Match Games
3 games: 3 chess [+2=0-1]

| suspect the following game is the first of seven scheduled match games.

Marzo 12 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.16, Evening edition, p4

Following is the first of the series of games, as played by Pillsbury in the Cuban metropolis. His

opponent was the local amateur Jacinto Ruiz:
New York Sun, 1900.04.15, Section 3, p10

The appended game is the first of a series played by Pillsbury at Havana, Cuba. His opponent

was the local amateur, Jacinto Ruiz:
Chicago Tribune, 1900.04.22, p20

80



Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Jouée le 12 Mars 1900 au Club des Echecs de la Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p129

Date: 1900.03.12

Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Match Game
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Ruiz,J

Opening: [C62] Spanish

(721)

l.ed4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 d6 4.d4 Bd7
5.Nc3 exd4 6.Nxd4 Nxd4 7.Bxd7+ Qxd7
8.0Qxd4 Nf6 9.0-0 Be7 10.b3 0-0 11.Bb2 a6

12.Radl Rads 13.Rfel Qg4 14.Re3 Nh5
15.Nd5 Rd7 16.Rh3 f6 17.Nxe7+ Rxe7
18.Qd5+ Qe6 19.Rxh5 1-0

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.16, Evening edition, p4
New York Sun, 1900.04.15, Section 3, p10

Chicago Tribune, 1900.04.22, p20

Philadelphia Times, 1900.04.22, p10

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p129

| suspect the game against Ettlinger was an unscheduled match game given as an exhibition.

Marzo 12 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.16, Evening edition, p4

During his stay at Havana Pillsbury met the local amateur, Ettlinger, of the Manhattan Chess
Club, and by request of the Havana officials the latter played one of the series of games on even

terms with Pillsbury. Ettlinger won the game in fine style.
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.04.01, Part 11, p3

Ettlinger, the well-known local chess expert, happened to be in Havana when Pillsbury gave his
exhibition at the Cuban metropolis, and he was asked to play a game with the American
champion on even terms. Ettlinger played a Scotch game, and by really fine play he managed to

beat his adversary after thirty-three moves.

New York Sun, 1900.04.08, Section 3, p11

Date: 1900.03.12
Site: CUB Havana

(722)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Exhibition Match Game

White: Ettlinger,AK
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C45] Scotch

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.e5 Qe7 7.Qe2 Nd5 8.c4 Bab
9.f4 Qb4+ 10.Kd1 Nb6 11.b3 Be7 12.Ba3
Qa5 13.Bxe7 Kxe7 14.Qg4 Kf8 15.Bd3 d5
16.exd6 cxd6 17.Rel h5 18.Qe2 @6
19.Qe7+ Kg7 20.Re6 Rh6 21.f5 gxf5

22 Rxh6 Kxh6 23.Qf6+ Kh7 24.Qxf7+
Khé 25.Bxf5 Kg5 26.Qg6+ Kf4 27.93+
Ke3 28.Qg5+ Kf2 29.Qf4+ Kgl 30.Nd2
Qc3 31.Rcl Qb2 32.Qe3+ Kxh2 33.Qf2+
1-0

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.16, Evening edition, p4
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.04.01, Part 11, p3
New York Sun, 1900.04.08, Section 3, p11

| suspect this is the second of seven scheduled match games.

Marzo 12 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.20, p4

Date: 1900.03.12

Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Match Game
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Corzo,J

Opening: [D31] Queen’s Gambit Declined

(723)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Ne7 4.Nf3 c6 5.e4
dxe4 6.Nxed Nf5 7.Ng3 Bb4+ 8.Bd2
Bxd2+ 9.Qxd2 Ne7 10.Bd3 f5 11.0-0 0-0
12.Rfel h6 13.Rad1 Ng6 14.c5 Ne7 15.Nh5
Nd5 16.Nf4 Qf6 17.Ne5 Rd8 18.Bc4 Kh7

19.Neg6 b6 20.Bxd5 cxd5 21.b4 bxch
22.bxc5 Nc6 23.Ne5 Ne7 24.Qa5 Re8
25.Qc7 a5 26.Nd7 Bxd7 27.Qxd7 Ng6
28.Nxd5 Qg5 29.f4 Nxf4 30.Nxf4 Qxf4
31.Rxe6 Red8 32.Qa4 Rab8 33.Rb6 Qe3+
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34.Khl Re8 35.h3 Qf2 36.Rxb8 Rxb8
37.Qxa5 Rb2 38.Qa8 Rxa2 39.Qd5 Rc2
40.Qf3 Qxf3 41.gxf3 Kg8 42.Ral Rc4
43.Ra8+ KIf7 44.Rd8 Ke7 45.Rd6 f4
46.Kg2 Rc2+ 47.Kfl Rh2 48.d5 Rxh3

49.Re6+ Kd8 50.Ke2 Rg3 51.d6 Rg2+
52.Kd3 Rf2 53.Ke4 Re2+ 54.Kd5 Ra2
55.6 Rd2+ 56.Ke5 Re2+ 57.Kf5 Rc2
58.d7 1-0

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.20, Evening edition, p4 (gives 39.D5R)

1900.03.13 Tue: Havana, Cuba
¢ Consultation and Match Games

Marzo 13 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.20, Evening edition, p4

Date: 1900.03.13
Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Consultation Game

White: Blanco,JA + Del Monte,E + Ruiz,J
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [D40] Queen’s Gambit Declined

(724)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 c5 5.dxc5
Bxc5 6.cxd5 Nxd5 7.Nxd5 exd5 8.e3 Nc6
9.Be2 0-0 10.0-0 d4 11.Qc2 Qe7 12.exd4
Nxd4 13.Nxd4 Bxd4 14.Bd3 Qh4 15.Bd2
Be6 16.Bc3 Bxc3 17.0Qxc3 Rac8 18.Qe5
Rfd8 19.Be4 b6 20.g3 Qh6 21.Rfd1l Rxd1+
22.Rxdl Bxa2 23.Qc7 Rf8 24.Rd8 g6
25.Rxf8+ Kxf8 26.Qd6+ Kg8 27.Qb8+ Qf8

28.Qxa7 Qb4 29.Qb8+ Kg7 30.Qe5+ Kf8
31.Bc6 Be6 32.Qc3 Qxc3 33.bxc3 Ke7
34.Kfl Kd6 35.Bf3 Kc5 36.Kel Kc4
37.Kd2 Bf5 38.h4 f6 39.Bg2 Bd3 40.Bb7
b5 41.Bc6 Bfl 42.Bf3 Bd3 43.Bc6 Bf5
44 Bg2 Kc5 45.Ke3 Be6 46.Bf3 Bd5
47.Be2 Yo-Y2

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.20, Evening edition, p4

| suspect this is the third of seven scheduled match games.

Marzo 13 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.23, Evening edition, p4

Jouée le 13 Mars 1900 au Club des Echecs de la Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p129

Date: 1900.03.13

Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Match Game
White: Vazquez,AC

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [A06] Zukertort

(725)

1.Nf3 d5 2.e4 dxed4 3.Ng5 e5 4.Nxe4 f5
5.Ng3 Bcb 6.Qe2 Qe7 7.Nc3 Nf6 8.d3 Nc6
9.Bgh Be6 10.Qd2 0-0-0 11.0-0-0 hé
12.Bxf6 Qxf6 13.Rel g5 14.f3 h5 15.Nge2
h4 16.h3 Ne7 17.Kbl Ng6 18.g4 hxg3
19.Nxg3 Rh4 20.a3 Rd6 21.b4 Bd4 22.Nb5

Ra6 23.c3 Bd7 24.cxd4 exd4 25.Nxc7
Kxc7 26.Qb2 Nf4 27.Ne2 Nd5 28.Rcl+
Rc6 29.f4 Nxf4 30.Nxd4 Rxcl+ 31.Qxcl+
Kb8 32.Nf3 Rh8 33.Rgl Rc8 34.Qel Qcb6
35.Nd4 Qd5 36.Qf2 Ne6 37.Nc2 Qb3+
38.Kc1 Nd4 0-1

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.23, Evening edition, p4
La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, pp129-131

1900.03.14 Wed: Havana, Cuba
¢ Match Game

e Blindfold Simultaneous at the Union Club

12 games: 12 chess [+10=2-0]

| suspect this is the fourth of seven scheduled match games.

Marzo 14 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.30, Evening edition, p4

Jouée le 14 Mars 1900 au Club des Echecs de la Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p131
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Date: 1900.03.14

Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Match Game
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Vazquez,AC

Opening: [B33] Sicilian

(726)

l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nc3 Nc6 6.Ndb5 d6 7.Bf4 e5 8.Bg5 a6
9.Na3 Be7 10.Nc4 Nd4 11.Bxf6é Bxf6
12.Nd5 b5 13.Ncb6 Rb8 14.c3 Neb
15.Nxf6+ gxf6 16.Nxc8 Rxc8 17.a4 Qb6
18.axb5 axb5 19.Qd3 Rb8 20.Be2 Ke7

Rxb7 25.f3 b4 26.cxb4 Rxb4 27.Ra7+ Kf8
28.0-0 Rg8 29.Rd1 Rxb2 30.Ra8+ Kg7
31.Rxg8+ Kxg8 32.Bc4 Rb6 33.Ral Kg7
34.Ra7 Rb7 35.Rxb7 Nxb7 36.Kf2 Nd8
37.Ke3 Nc6 38.f4 Nd4 39.f5 Kf8 40.Bd5
Ya-Ya

21.93 h5 22.h4 Nc5 23.Qd5 Qb7 24.Qxb7+

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.03.30, Evening edition, p4
La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, pp131-132

El 14 de marzo altimo, Mr. Pillsbury se batié & la ciega, en contra de doce mesas, ganando diez
partidas y entablando las dos restantes, en los lujosos salones del simpatico Union Club.

El correcto y hermoso juego que damos en seguida, fué uno de ellos.

On March 14, Mr. Pillsbury contested blindfolded against twelve tables, winning ten games and
drawing the remaining two, in the luxurious rooms of the friendly Union Club.

The correct and beautiful game that we give below was one of them.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.27, Evening edition, p4

Havana, March 16.—Pillsbury, the American chessman, has been playing a series of exhibition
games at the Havana Chess Club. He played ten simultaneously, blindfolded, winning eight and

drawing two.
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.03.17, p11

H. N. Pillsbury has been entertaining the members of the recently reorganized Havana Chess
club. Before the late war the chess enthusiasts of the Cuban capital frequently invited famous
masters to their shores. Mackenzie, Steinitz, Tschigorin, Gunsberg, Blackburne, Walbrodt, and
Lasker have all paid professional visits to the Queen of the Antilles. In a simultaneous blindfold

contest he won eight and drew two of the ten games played.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.03.25, p20

Marzo 14 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.27, Evening edition, p4

Une des douze parties jouées sans voir par M. Pillsbury, le 14 mars 1900, au Club des Echecs de

la Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n8, 15 August 1900, p235

Date: 1900.03.14
Site: CUB Havana (Union Club)

(727)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Valdés Chacon,M + Farrés,E
Opening: [C39] King’s Gambit

1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 g5 4.h4 g4 5.Ne5 h5
6.Bc4 Nh6 7.d4 d6 8.Nd3 f3 9.gxf3 Be7
10.Be3 Bxh4+ 11.Kd2 gxf3 12.Qxf3 Bg4
13.Qf4 Qf6 14.Qxf6 Bxfé 15.Nc3 Nd7
16.Nd5 0-0-0 17.Nf2 Bg7 18.Bg5 f6 19.Be3

Nb6 20.Nxb6+ axb6 21.Ragl Rde8
22.Nxg4 Nxg4 23.Bf7 Re7 24.Bxh5 Nxe3
25.Kxe3 f5 26.Bf3 Rxhl 27.Bxhl fxed
28.c4 ¢6 29.d5 c5 30.Rg6 Bd4+ 31.Ke2

Y5-Y
Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.27, Evening edition, p4
La Stratégie, v33 n8, 15 August 1900, p235

1900.03.15 Thu: Havana, Cuba
¢ Match Game
e Simultaneous?

20 games: chess [+17=1-2]
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| suspect this is the fifth of seven scheduled match games.

Marzo 15 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.03, Evening edition, p4

Jouée le 15 Mars 1900 uu [sic; au] Club des Echecs de la Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p132

Date: 1900.03.15

Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Match Game
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Reyes Gavilan,A

Opening: [C11] French

(728)

l.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7
5.Bxf6 Bxf6 6.Nf3 dxe4 7.Nxe4 a6 8.Bd3
Nc6 9.c3 h6 10.Qe2 Qe7 11.0-0-0 b6
12.Rhel Bd7 13.Bxa6 Nb8 14.Bc4 c6
15.d5 cxd5 16.Bxd5 Ra7 17.Bb3 0-0
18.Qe3 Ra6 19.Qf4 b5 20.Nxf6+ Qxf6
21.Qxf6 gxfé 22.Rd2 Ra7 23.Redl Kg7
24.Nd4 Re8 25.Ne2 Re7 26.Ng3 Nc6
27.Nh5+ Kg6 28.g4 Ne5 29.h3 Nf3 30.Rd3
Bc6 31.Rd8 Be8 32.R1d3 Ne5 33.Re3 Nc6
34.Rd2 Rad7 35.f4 Rxd2 36.Kxd2 f5

37.Bc2 Bd7 38.b4 5 39.h4 e4 40.Ng3 fxg4
41.h5+ Kf6 42.Nxed+ Kg7 43.Nc5 Bc8
44.Bd3 Rxe3 45.Kxe3 Ne7 46.Bxb5 Nd5+
47.Kd4 Nxf4 48.Bc6 g3 49.b5 g2 50.Bxg2
Nxg2 51.b6 Nf4 52.b7 Bxb7 53.Nxb7 Nxh5
54.a4 Nf6 55.a5 Nd7 56.a6 Nb8 57.Nc5
Nc6+ 58.Kd5 Na7 59.Ne4 h5 60.Ke5 h4
61.Kf4 Kf8 62.c4 Ke7 63.Nc3 Kd7 64.Nb5
Nc8 65.a7 Nxa7 66.Nxa7 Kd6 67.Nb5+
Kc5 68.Na3 f5 69.Kf3 Kd4 Y-V

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.03, Evening edition, p4
La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, pp132-133

No date has been found for the 20 game simultaneous where Pillsbury scored +17=1-2. | have
placed it here as the most likely candidate date.

At simultaneous chess over the board he was equally successful, winning [...] 17, with 2 defeats

and a draw, on another.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.30, p9

| suspect the following game against Gunner was from the regular simultaneous performance and
not from the Blindfold Simultaneous given the day before.

While in Cuba during the month of March Gen. Rudolph Gunner met the American chess
champion, Harry N. Pillsbury, in Havana and engaged him over the checkered field. The game
resulted in a draw. Gen. Gunner is the dean of the Dallas chess players and president of the club.
During Pillsbury’s last visit here he lost one and drew one with the champion and now has
secured another draw. The following is the score of the game, sent by Gen. Gunner from the City

of Mexico:
Dallas Morning News, 1900.05.01, p10

Date: 1900.03 (729)
Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Gunner,RE

Opening: [CO1] French

le4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 exd5 4.Nc3 Bb4 Bxd3 20.cxd6 cxd6 21.Qxd3 dxe5 22.Rxe5

5.Bd3 Nf6 6.Bg5 0-0 7.Nf3 Bg4 8.0-0 Bxc3
9.bxc3 Qd6 10.n3 Bh5 11.g4 Bg6 12.Rel
Nc6 13.Ne5 Ned 14.Bf4 Nxc3 15.Qd2 Ned
16.Qe3 Nxe5 17.Bxe5 Qc6 18.c4 Nd6 19.¢5

6 23.Re2 Rac8
Pillsbury proposed a draw, which
was accepted.

Ya-Ya
Dallas Morning News, 1900.05.01, p10

1900.03.16 Fri: Havana, Cuba
e Blindfold Simultaneous

Evening: 12 games: 12 chess [+10=0-2]
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El Campeon Ajedrecista.—EI célebre maestro Mr, Pillsbury, nuestro ilustre huésped, jugd anoche
en el “Club de Ajedrez” doce partidas a la ciega, ganando diez y perdiendo las dos restantes.

Uno de los vencedores del campedn americano fué el distiniruido ajedrecista cubano D. Ramon Pardo.

Fué felicitado anoche calurosamente por trinufo tan sefialado.

The Chess Champion.—The famous master Mr. Pillsbury, our illustrious guest, played twelve
games blindfolded last night at the “Chess Club,” winning ten and losing the remaining two.

One of the winners of the American champion was the distinguished Cuban chess player D.
Ramon Pardo.

He was warmly congratulated last night for such a notable success.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.17, Evening edition, p4

The two following games were played by Mr. Pillsbury, blindfold, in March, 1900, at the Havana

Club.
British Chess Magazine, v22, March 1902, p126

The second game given in the British Chess Magazine is the Iglesias game played on March
17th, 1900 (a match game).

Date: 1900.03.16 (730)
Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Pardo,R

Opening: [C11] French

led e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7
5.Bxf6 Bxf6 6.Nf3 dxe4 7.Nxe4 Nc6 8.c3
Qe7 9.Bd3 Bd7 10.0-0 0-0 11.Qe2 Rfe8
12.Rfel Rad8 13.Radl a6 14.Nc5 Bc8
15.Nxa6 bxa6 16.Qe4 Qd6 17.Ne5 Ne7
18.Qxh7+ Kf8 19.Qh5 g6 20.Qh7 Bg7

21.h4 Ng8 22.Re3 Nf6 23.Nxg6+ fxg6
24.Rf3 Bb7 25.Rxf6+ Bxf6 26.Bxg6 Re7
27.Qh6+ Bg7 28.Qg5 Qd5 29.Qf4+ Kgs
30.f3 Rf8 31.Qg4 Qd6 32.h5 Qf4 33.Qh3
Qe3+ 34.Kh1 Rxf3 0-1

British Chess Magazine, v22, March 1902, p127 (courtesy Jack O’Keefe)

With the dozen players he won 10 and lost 2 [...]

At simultaneous chess over the board he was equally successful, winning 20 out of 21 on one

occasion [...]

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.30, p9

Curieux « Mat de Legal » joué dans la seance de 12 parties sans voir du 16 Mars 1900 au Club

des Echecs de la Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p133

Aus 12 gleichzeitigen Blindlingspartien von Pillsbury, gespielt in Havanna am 16. Mérz 1900.

Wiener Schachzeitung, v5 n1, January 1902, p11

Date: 1900.03.16
Site: CUB Havana

(731)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Fernandez
Opening: [C30] King’s Gambit Declined

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 d6 4.Nf3 a6 5.Bcd
Bg4d 6.fxe5 Nxe5 7.Nxe5 Bxdl

8.Bxf7+ Ke7 9.Nd5# 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p133
Wiener Schachzeitung, v5 n1, January 1902, p11

Une des douze parties sans voir jouée le 16 Mars 1900 a La Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p134
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Date: 1900.03.16
Site: CUB Havana

(732)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Garcia,E
Opening: [C55] Two Knights

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.d4 Nxed
5.dxe5 Nc5 6.Be3 Ne6 7.Nc3 Bb4 8.Qd2
0-0 9.a3 Bxc3 10.Qxc3 d6 11.0-0-0 Qe7
12.exd6 cxd6 13.Rhel h6 14.Bf4 Rd8

15.Qd2 Ne5 16.Bxe5 dxe5 17.Qe3 Rxd1l+
18.Rxd1 f6 19.Nh4 Kf7 20.Nf5 Qc7
21.Bb3 Kf8 22.f3 Nf4 23.Qc5+ 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p134

1900.03.17 Sat: Havana, Cuba
¢ Match Games

2 games [+2=0-0]
e Evening: Simultaneous

21 games: chess [+20=0-1]

| suspect this is the sixth of seven scheduled match games.

Marzo 17 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.17, Evening edition, p4

Jouée le 17 Mars 1900 au Club des Echecs de la Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n8, 15 August 1900, p236

Date: 1900.03.17

Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Match Game
White: Iglesias,R

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C65] Spanish

(733)

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.d3 Bc5 5.¢3
Qe7 6.0-0 0-0 7.Bg5 h6 8.Bh4 d6 9.Nbd2
Kh8 10.Qc2 g5 11.Bxc6 gxh4 12.Ba4 Rg8
13.Kh1 Nh5 14.d4 Bb6 15.Nc4 Bg4 16.Nel

Qg5 17.Nxb6 axb6 18.Bb3 Rg7 19.Bc4
Rag8 20.Qcl Nf4 21.Qe3 Bh3 22.Rgl
Bxg2+ 23.Nxg2 h3 0-1

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.17, Evening edition, p4
La Stratégie, v33 n8, 15 August 1900, p236

British Chess Magazine, v22, March 1902, pp126-127 (given as a blindfold game)

| suspect this is the seventh of seven scheduled match games.

Marzo 17 de 1900.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.10, Evening edition, p4

Jouée le 17 Mars 1900 au Club des Echecs de la Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n8, 15 August 1900, p237

Date: 1900.03.17

Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Match Game
White: Fiol A

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C55] Two Knights

(734)

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.d3 Bc5
5.0-0 d6 6.Nc3 Be6 7.Nd5 Bxd5 8.exd5
Ne7 9.Bg5 Ng6 10.Bb5+ Kf8 11.c3 h6
12.Be3 Bxe3 13.fxe3 Nxd5 14.Qel Nb6
15.d4 e4 16.Nd2 Qg5 17.Qf2 Kg8 18.Be2
Nd5 19.Bc4 Nf6é 20.Rael d5 21.Bb3 b5
22.Re2 c6 23.a4 a6 24.Kh1 h5 25.Qf5 Qxf5

26.Rxf5 Kf8 27.Rel Ke7 28.a5 Raf8
29.Ba2 Ng4 30.Re2 Ke6 31.Rfl f5 32.Nb3
f4 33.Nc5+ Kdb6 34.exf4 Rxf4 35.Reel Ra8
36.Kgl Rxfl+ 37.Rxfl Nf6 38.g3 Nf8
39.b4 Ne6 40.Nb3 Rf8 41.Nd2 g5 42.h3 e3
43.Nf3 Ne4 44.Kg2 Nxc3 45.Bb3 e2 46.Rel
Rxf3 0-1

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.10, Evening edition, p4
La Stratégie, v33 n8, 15 August 1900, p237
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Esta noche jugara Mr. Pillsbury treinta partidas simultaneas y mafia no, a la una de la tarde,
jugara dieciseis a la ciega.

Nuestro mundo ajedrecista acude en representac 6 a nutrida & las brillantes sesiones que viene
ofreciendo en el prestigioso “Club de Ajedrez” el gran maestro Mr. Pillsbury.

Tonight Mr. Pillsbury will play thirty simultaneous games and tomorrow, at one in the afternoon,
he will play sixteen blind games.

Our chess world attends in representation or in large numbers the brilliant sessions that the great
master Mr. Pillsbury has been offering at the prestigious “Chess Club”.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.17, Evening edition, p4

Le contemplamos el Gltimo s&bado jugar en los salones del Club de Ajedrez de la Habana, veinte
y una partidas simultaneas, con fuertes adversarios, ganando veinte de esos juegos y perdiendo
unicamente con el Sr. Enrique Corzo, amateur pertinaz en la defensa.

Last Saturday we watched him play twenty-one simultaneous games in the halls of the Havana
Chess Club, with strong opponents, winning twenty of those games and losing only to Mr.
Enrique Corzo, a persistent amateur in defense.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.20, Morning edition, p2

1900.03.18 Sun: Havana, Cuba

e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
16 games: 16 chess [+11=1-4]

e Evening: Bangquet at the Chess Club.

En la tarde y noche del domingo, desde las dos hasta las nueve, Mr. Pillsbury jugo sin ver piezas
ni tableros, diez y seis partidas simultaneas; lo cual jamas se habia realizado en Cuba, pues
Morphy, Blackburne, Steinitz y Tchigorin no pasaron de ocho. Desde la calle se sentia
extraordinario ruido de carruajes. Lo habia también, aunque en pequefia escala y en pocas
ocasiones, entre los espectadores. ¢Pero que importaba? El genio del maestro sabia superar los
obstaculos mas poderosos.

En algunas mesas figuraba un solo combatiente; en otras hallabanse cuatro 6 cinco de los més
conocidos, pues con excepcion del Sr. Alberto Ponce y de nosotros que no pudimos concurrir
oportunamente 4 la cita, a causa de atenciones imprevistas, se sentaron 4 resistirle los aficionados
maés aventajados de la Habana.

Tomaron puesto en la liza los sefiores Gonzalo Herrera, A. Carricarte, G. Perez Piquero, Dr.
Pedro Albarran, Jacinto Ruiz, Isidoro Albacete, Eduardo Garcia Nattes, Dr. Antonio de los Reyes
Gavilan, W. Flesh, C. G. Wright, Dr. Francisco Velazco, Alfredo Aguayo, Oscar Hevia, José
Antonio Blanco, G. Pichardo, Carlos Echeverria, A. Munder, J. R. Gavilan, Dr. A. Castellanos,
Enrique Corzo, Juan Corzo, Dr. J. L. Herndndez, Arcadio Garcia, Ramon Iglesias y José
Montalvo, el respetable ajedrecista ciego, de Cienfuegos.

El profesor eximio gand en once mesas, entabld en una, (la de los sefiores Gonzalo Herrera y
socios), y perdié en cuatro, siendo los favorecidos los sefiores Juan Corzo, G. Pichardo, Dr.
Hernandez, G. Dominguez, W. Flesh y C. Wright.

On Sunday afternoon and evening, from two to nine, Mr. Pillsbury played, without sight of
pieces or boards, sixteen simultaneous games; which had never been done in Cuba, since
Morphy, Blackburne, Steinitz and Tchigorin did not exceed eight. From the street there was an
extraordinary noise of carriages. There was also noise, although on a small scale and on few
occasions, among the spectators. But what did it matter? The master’s genius knew how to
overcome the most powerful obstacles.

Some tables featured a single combatant; In others there were four or five of the best known
players, because with the exception of Mr. Alberto Ponce and ourself who could not attend the
appointment in a timely manner, due to unforeseen attention, the most advanced enthusiasts of
Havana sat down to contest him.

Taking their place in the list were Messrs. Gonzalo Herrera, A. Carricarte, G. Perez Piquero, Dr.
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Pedro Albarran, Jacinto Ruiz, Isidoro Albacete, Eduardo Garcia Nattes, Dr. Antonio de los Reyes
Gavilan, W. Flesh, C. G. Wright, Dr. Francisco Velazco, Alfredo Aguayo, Oscar Hevia, José
Antonio Blanco, G. Pichardo, Carlos Echeverria, A. Munder, J. R. Gavilan, Dr. A. Castellanos,
Enrique Corzo, Juan Corzo, Dr. J. L. Herndndez, Arcadio Garcia, Ramon Iglesias and José
Montalvo, the respectable blind chess player, from Cienfuegos.

The distinguished professor won at eleven tables, drew at one (that of Messrs. Gonzalo Herrera
and partners), and lost at four, the favored being Messrs. Juan Corzo, G. Pichardo, Dr.
Hernandez, G. Dominguez, W. Flesh and C. Wright.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.20, Morning edition, p2

The Times-Democrat and Philadelphia Times apparently have the number of draws and losses
inverted. The totals given in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle and British Chess Magazine add up
correctly with the summaries given by other sources.

From the sixteen opponents he won 11, losing 4 and drawing 1.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.30, p9

During the recent visit of Mr. H. N. Pillsbury to Havana, he both delighted and astonished the
members of the Club de Ajedrez by giving an exhibition of sixteen simultaneous games sans
voir. He made the same excellent score on this occasion that he made at the Chicago Chess and
Checkers Club on Feb. 17 last, when he played blindfold against sixteen opponents for the first
time, i.e., 11 wins, 4 draws and 1 loss. It will be remembered, however, that during his visit to
the Chess, Checkers and Whist Club of this city last month the champion then made a world
record sans voir, playing seventeen games simultaneously, a feat accomplished by no other

master in authentic chess history.
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.04.08, Part Second, p4

Une des seize parties sans voir jouée a la Havane le 18 Mars 1900.
La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p134

Date: 1900.03.18 (735)
Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Reyes Gavilan,A

Opening: [B44] Sicilian

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nc6
5.Nb5 d6 6.Bf4 e5 7.Be3 Nf6 8.Nd2 a6
9.Nc3 Be6 10.Be2 Be7 11.Nc4 b5 12.Nb6
Rb8 13.Nbd5 Bxd5 14.exd5 Nb4 15.a3 a5
16.axb4 axb4 17.Nxb5 0-0 18.Na7 Ra8

19.Nc6 Rxal 20.Qxal Qd7 21.Nxe7+ Qxe7
22.Bc4 Ng4 23.Qcl Ra8 24.0-0 Qh4 25.Bf4
exf4 26.Qxf4 g5 27.Qxd6 Re8 28.Qg3
Qxg3 29.hxg3 Ne5 30.Bb3 g4 31.Ral 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p134

Une des seize parties sans voir, jouée a la Havane, le 18 mars 1900. L’adversaire de M. Pillsbury

est aveugle depuis quelques années.

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p135

Date: 1900.03.18
Site: CUB Havana

(736)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Montalvo,J (sans voir)
Opening: [C37] King’s Gambit

1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 g5 4.Bc4 d5 5.Bxd5
Qf6 6.5 Qg6 7.Nc3 c6 8.Bed Bf5 9.Qe2
Nd7 10.d4 Bb4 11.Bxf5 Qxf5 12.0-0 Bxc3
13.bxc3 Ne7 14.Rbl Rb8 15.g3 Ngb6
16.gxf4 Nxf4 17.Bxf4 gxf4 18.Nh4 Rg8+
19.Ng2 Qg4 20.Qxg4 Rxg4 21.Rxf4 Rxf4

22.Nxf4 Nf8 23.Kf2 Ne6 24.Nh5 Ke7
25.Nf6 b6 26.Ke3 Rh8 27.Rgl h6 28.c4
Ng5 29.a4 Nh7 30.Nxh7 Rxh7 31.Ke4 6
32.d5 fxe5 33.Kxe5 ¢5 34.Rg6 Kd7 35.h4
Re7+ 36.Re6 Rxe6+ 37.dxe6+ Ke7 38.Kd5
a6 39.Ke5 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p135

Une des seize parties sans voir, jouée le 18 Mars 1900, a la Havane.

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p135
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Date: 1900.03.18 (737)
Site: CUB Havana

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Iglesias,R

Opening: [D02] Queen’s Pawn

Annotations: Philadelphia Times

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 c6 3.Nbd2 Nf6 4.e3 Bf5 And the champion electrified the
5.Nh4 Bg4 6.f3 Bc8 7.Bd3 e6 8.f4 ¢5 9.c3 audience by announcing mate in five
Nc6 10.Nhf3 Bd6 11.Ne5 0-0 12.Qf3 Ne7 moves.

13.g4 Ne8 14.Qh3 5 15.Ndf3 Nf6 16.Rgl 1-0

fxg4 17.Nxg4 Nf5 18.Ng5 h6 19.Nxe6 Bxe6

20.Bxf5 Bxf5

La Stratégie, v33 n5, 15 May 1900, p135

Philadelphia Times, 1900.04.01, p10 (opponent given as “Cubano”)
Schachmeister H. N. Pillsbury, Bachmann, Ansbach 1908, p181

(gives 21.Nxh6+ Kh8 22.Nxf5+ Nh7 23.Rxg7 Qh4+ 24.Qxh4 Rf7 25.Qxh7#)

En la noche del domingo ultimo, el prestigioso club de ajedrez, que dispone ya de mas de 200
socios, dié en sus salones un magnifico banquete, que nos tocd la honra de presidir, & Mr.
Pillsbury; sirviendo la comida, superior & todo encomio, en abundancia y mérito, los sefiores
duefios del Hotel Telégrafo.

On last Sunday night, the prestigious chess club, which now has more than 200 members, gave a
magnificent banquet in its halls, which we had the honor of presiding over, for Mr. Pillsbury;
Serving food, praised by all, in abundance and merit, the gentlemen owners of the Hotel
Telégrafo.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.20, Morning edition, p2

Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, the American champion, has paid a visit to Havana, where the chess club
has been revived and is well patronized. Pillsbury was evidently very popular with the Cuban
chess players, of whom the leader is the Mexican Consul, M. Vazquez, who ranks quite first rate.
Of 38 blindfold games in all, Pillsbury won 29, lost six, and drew three; and of simultaneous and

other games his score was 43 won, two lost, and five drawn.
London Times, 1900.04.30, p13

While in Havana, Pillsbury gave no less than three blindfold exhibitions, playing against teams
of sixteen, ten and eight respectively. From the sixteen opponents he won 11, losing 4 and
drawing 1. With the dozen players he won 10 and lost 2, while against the ten adversaries he
captured 8 and drew 2, without losing a single game. In all he disposed of a total of thirty-eight
blindfold games with the remarkable record of 29 victories, 6 defeats and 3 drawn games. At
simultaneous chess over the board he was equally successful, winning 20 out of 21 on one
occasion, and 17, with 2 defeats and a draw, on another. He also played a number of single

match games with the leading Havana experts, including Vasquez and Corzo.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.30, p9

We have received an interesting letter from Sen. José O’Farrill, the energetic secretary of the
Havana Club, giving an account of Mr. Pillsbury’s visit. He arrived by invitation from the club
on March 12th, and stayed at Havana a week, during which he played several single off-hand
games with Senores Ruiz, Corzo, Vasquez, Dr. Reyes Gavilan, &c., with great success; a
consultation game against Senores Blanco, Delmonte, and Ruiz, which was drawn;
42 simultaneous games, mostly allowing his opponents to consult with others, of which he won
38; and two blindfold exhibitions, in the first of which, with ten opponents, he won 8; and in the
second, with 16 opponents, he won 11, lost 4, and drew 1. During the latter contest, there
occurred a mistake, which Pillsbury proved to be one of his opponent by reciting all the previous
moves. On the first five boards he had only single opponents, who were some of the best players
of the Havana Club. At the rest of the boards consultation was permitted, which, with a time-
limit, is always an advantage to the single player. Mr. Pillsbury, by his affability, modesty, and
amiable manners, as well as by his skill, made a most pleasing impression on the Havana Club,

and when he departed he left behind him many warm friends.
British Chess Magazine, v20, May 1900, p188

Mr. Pillsbury was the guest of the Havana Club from March 12th to 18th, during which time he
played 38 blindfold games, of which he won 29, lost 6, and drew 3; 42 simultaneous games,
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winning 38, losing 2, and 2 drawn; one consultation game which was a draw, and 7 single
games, winning 5 and drawing 2. In the blindfold games he often took only one or two seconds
to make his moves, and his longest time in a difficult position was six minutes! In one blindfold
game a mistake occurred, and Pillsbury shewed it was not his by recalling the moves from the
beginning. He made a great impression on the Havana players in his affability, modesty, and
general knowledge, and his portrait will be placed among those of the celebrated players which

adorn the walls of the club.
British Chess Magazine, v20, June 1900, p231

Among his performances were three blindfold seances against teams of sixteen, twelve and ten
players respectively. Of the thirty-eight games thus conducted, without sight of boards or men,

he won no less than twenty-nine, lost six and drew three.
New York Sun, 1900.03.24, p8

1900.03.19 Mon: Havana, Cuba
e Pillsbury leaves Havana

Dia 19.—Habana.—Mr. Pillsbury, ajedrecista americano, se ausenta de la Habana.

Day 19. —Havana. —Mr. Pillsbury, American chess player, left from Havana.

Havana Diario de la Marina, 1900.04.27, Evening edition, p3

As near as | can reconstruct this visit, Pillsbury’s totals for the Havana trip were:

Won Draw Lost Played
1900.03.15? Simultaneous 17 1 2 20
1900.03.17 Simultaneous 20 0 1 21
Sub-total (Simultaneous) 37t 1 3 41

Won Draw Lost Played
1900.03.13 Consultation 0 1 0 1
Sub-total (Consultation) 0 1 0 1

Won Draw Lost Played
1900.03.12 Match Games 2 0 L= 3
1900.03.13 Match Games 1 0 0 1
1900.03.14 Match Games 0 1 0 1
1900.03.15 Match Games 0 1 0 1
1900.03.17 Match Games 2 0 0 2
Sub-total (Match Games) 5 2 1 8
Total (all non-Blindfold#%) 42 4 4 50

Won Draw Lost Played
1900.03.14 Blindfold Simultaneous 10 2 0 12
1900.03.16 Blindfold Simultaneous 10 0 2 12
1900.03.18 Blindfold Simultaneous 11 1 4 16
Total (Blindfold Simultaneous) 31 3 6 38
Grand Total of all reported games: 73 7 10 90

* Pillsbury lost an additional exhibition match game to Ettlinger.

t British Chess Magazine, May 1900, p188, says 42 total simultaneous games, of which
Pillsbury won 38. The Brooklyn Daily Eagle gives two results, 20 wins out of 21 for the first
performance and 17 wins, 1 draw and 2 losses in the second, for a total of 37 wins.

T The London Times gives a non-blindfold tally of 43 wins, 5 draws and 2 losses.

| believe my totals are accurate based upon all available evidence including the Ettlinger game
and the breakdown of the regular simultaneous performances given in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle.

1900.03.22 Thu: Philadelphia, PA
e Evening: Left for New York

[...] Champion Pillsbury was on hand in good time, having arrived over night from Philadelphia,

where he had stopped on his return from Havana.
New York Sun, 1900.03.24, p8
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1900.03.23 Fri: Brooklyn, NY (Academy of Music)
e Morning: International Cable Match begins 10am
e Afternoon: International Cable Match adjourned at 1:30pm

Despite many misgivings on the part of the directors of the Brooklyn club, Champion Pillsbury
was on hand in good time, having arrived over night from Philadelphia, where he had stopped on
his return from Havana. It was at considerable personal inconvenience and expense that the
champion was enabled to be present for the contest, and to do so, he was obliged to cut short his
exhibition trip when he had reached as far West as Denver. He then put back, made a long detour
toward New Orleans, where he stopped to give a seventeen-game blindfold exhibition,
incidentally losing only one game, and then proceeded to the Cuban capital. Here he spent about

a week, meeting all the leading players of that city with marked success.
New York Sun, 1900.03.24, p8

When play ceased at the 1:30 o’clock adjournment in the International Cable Chess match at the
Academy of Music Assembly Rooms, to-day, the general aspect of the contest appeared slightly
favorable to the Americans. The consensus of opinion among the experts present at that time
indicated that the tide of battle was going against the Britishers and that another Yankee victory
is more than likely. Pillsbury had obtained an early advantage against Blackburne, which should
be sufficient to give the American the game in due course of time. [...]

Play began this morning at 10 o’clock, with all the promptitude of this very methodical class of
sportsmen. With two matches to the credit of each team, the Americans set to work to take the
odd, or the rubber, as they are probably calling it in the land of whist. The terms of the contest
call for three consecutive victories before the trophy is to be won, so, no matter which way the
present match terminates, it will not settle the possession of the trophy. As America won last
year’s match, should the ten masters of the board who are pondering away in the Academy win
again this year they will need only one more victory. Should the players in London score a
victory or a tie, it will be like starting all over again. [...]

Pillsbury holds the place of honor at Board No. 1 with the expert Blackburne at the other end of
the wire, and despite the fact that the American champion’s record in the tourney is perhaps the
worst his board is attracting lots of attention. He is out for a win this time, so his friends think,
and after gaining a pawn at the seventh move this morning, following an exchange of queens,

things looked bright for him.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.23, p3

Shortly before 2 o’clock, the time agreed upon for to-day’s adjournment in the cable match, the
score stood at 2%2 games to 1% in favor of America. [...]

Confident of victory, the eight Americans with unfinished games took their places at the boards
at 10 o’clock this morning and resumed hostilities with their British opponents in London. [...]

Blackburne again proved himself a regular wizard of the chess board and conducted his game
against Pillsbury with all the remarkable powers at his command. Though a pawn ahead, the
American was cramped to a serious extent, neither rook nor king being able to leave the first
row, while the Englishman’s king came marching down the board. If Pillsbury draws his friends

will feel satisfied.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.24, p2

Date: 1900.03.23 & 1900.03.24 (738)
Site: USA Brooklyn & ENG London

Event: Cable Match

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Blackburne,JH

Opening: [C41] Philidor

led e5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 Bg4 4.dxe5 Qe7
5.Qd5 c6 6.Qxd6 Qxd6 7.exd6 Bxd6
8.Nbd2 Nd7 9.Nc4 Bc7 10.Ne3 Ngf6
11.Nxg4 Nxg4 12.Bc4 0-0 13.Ng5 Rae8
14f3 Ngf6 15.0-0 h6é 16.Nh3 @5
(adjourned) 17.Be3 Nxe4 18.fxe4 Rxe4d
19.Bxg5 Rxc4 20.Bxh6 Re8 21.c3 Re2
22.Radl Ne5 23.Rd2 Rce4 24.Rxe2 Rxe2

25.Rbl Ng6 26.Kfl Rc2 27.Be3 Nh4
28.Bf2 Nf5 29.Kel (adjourned) 29...Bb6
30.Kfl Bxf2 31.Nxf2 Ne3+ 32.Kgl Nc4
33.Nd1 Nd2 34.Ral Kg7 35.b3 Kg6 36.c4
f5 37.Ne3 Rb2 38.h3 Kg5 39.Kh2 Nf3+
40.Khl Nd2 41.Nd1 Rc2 42.Ne3 Rb2
43.Kgl 4 44.Nd1 Rc2 45.Nf2 (adjourned)
45...Kh4 46.Nd3 Kg3 47.Nel Rb2 48.Rcl
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f3 49.Nxf3 Nxf3+ 50.gxf3 Rxa2 51.f4 Kxf4
52.Rc3 ¢5 53.Kfl b6 54.Kel Rh2 55.Kd1
Ke5 56.Rg3 Kd4 57.Kcl a5 58.Kbl a4

59.bxa4 Kxc4 60.Rg6 Rxh3 61.Rxb6 Ra3

62.Ra6 Kc3 63.a5 c4 64.Ra8 Rb3+ 65.Ka2
Rb2+ 66.Ka3 Rb1l 67.Ka4 Rb4+ Y-

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.23, p3; 1900.03.24, p2 & 1900.03.25, p8
New York Times, 1900.03.24, p10 & 1900.03.25, p8
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.03.24, p4 & 1900.03.25, p4

1900.03.24 Sat: Brooklyn, NY (Academy of Music)
* Evening: International Cable Match concludes

Some kaleidoscopic changes of a particularly exciting nature marked the final hours of the big
chess match between America and Great Britain and caused the crowd at the Academy of Music
Assembly Rooms, as well as the management and players, to experience misgivings in plenty
before the wind up. The unexpected always happens, and that was the case several times
yesterday during the progress of the afternoon’s play. Some of the occurrences, in fact, were so
startling that everybody had his heart in his mouth, and at one time things looked so blue that the
Newnes trophy was considered lost. Happily, however, everything ended well. The Americans
finished with six points to their credit, repeating their victory of last year, and, incidentally,
tallied two of the necessary straight wins required to secure permanent possession of the prize at
stake. [...]

Though favors were for the most part fairly well distributed, chief interest centralized in the
contest on the first table between Pillsbury and Blackburne, which proved to be a veritable battle
of giants. It came very near being another Waterloo for the American, but he had his nerve with
him and he emerged, after a splendid struggle, with a draw. [...]

It was close on to 7 o’clock when the match ended, and little time was left for the usual
courtesies and bandying of compliments across the wire, aside from saying good night and

exchanging final salutations.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.25, p8

1900.03.25 Sun: Brooklyn, NY (Brooklyn Chess Club)
e Evening: Consultation game

Pillsbury, when speaking of the game on Sunday, stated that he attributed his failure to beat the
Englishman, after getting a pawn the better of him, to loss of time incurred in his endeavor to get
rid of one of the black bishops. This he accomplished by effecting an exchange with one of his

knights; but meanwhile his opponent had gained much headway in his development.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.27, p17

The night after the tourney there was quite a gathering of experts at the Brooklyn club, including
Messrs. Pillsbury, Showalter and Barry, and an off-hand game was played in which Showalter
and Barry consulted against Pillsbury and Secretary Chadwick, the result being a victory for the

former after a close contest.
Brooklyn Daily Standard Union, 1900.03.31, p12 (courtesy Patsy A. D’Eramo, Jr.)

The following game was played at the Brooklyn Club’s rooms the day after the cable match.

Showalter and Barry, a fine combination, were up against Pillsbury, Elwell and others.
Washington Evening Star, 1900.04.19, p9

Date: 1900.03.25 (739)
Site: USA Brooklyn, NY (Brooklyn Chess Club)

Event: Consultation Game

White: Showalter,JW + Barry,JF

Black: Pillsbury,HN + Chadwick,SH + Elwell,JD

Opening: [B72] Sicilian

1l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nc3 d6 6.Be2 g6 7.Be3 Bg7 8.h3 Bd7
9.Qd2 0-0 10.g4 Nxd4 11.Bxd4 Bc6 12.f3
Qab 13.a3 Rfd8 14.b4 Qc7 15.b5 e5 16.Bf2
d5 17.bxc6 dxed 18.Qe3 exf3 19.cxb7
Rab8 20.Qxf3 e4 21.Qg3 Nd5 22.Nxd5

Qab+ 23.c3 e3 24.Bxe3 Qxd5 25.0-0 Bxc3
26.Bf3 Qd3 27.Bxa7 Bxal 28.Bxb8 Bd4+
29.Kg2 Bb6 30.Be5 Qc2+ 31.Khl Qc4
32.Bg2 Ba7 33.b8Q Bxb8 34.Bxb8 Rd3
35.Qf4 Qxf4 36.Rxf4 Rxa3 37.Be5 @5
38.Rd4 h5 39.Rd8+ Kh7 40.Be4+ 1-0

Brooklyn Daily Standard Union, 1900.03.31, p12 (courtesy Patsy A. D’Eramo, Jr.)
Washington Evening Star, 1900.04.19, p9 (gives 8...0-0 9.Qd2 Bd7; 31...Ba7 32.b8Q Bxb8 33.Bxb8 Qc4 34.Bg2 Rd3 35.Qf4 1-0)
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1900.03.27 Tue: Brooklyn, NY
e Still in New York

Pillsbury may leave for Philadelphia to-day and will there make arrangements for another
Western trip to extend as far as Chicago. The champion expects to soon try his hand at a

blindfold seance against twenty players, simultaneously.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.03.27, p17

1900.03.31 Sat: Philadelphia, PA (University of Pennsylvania)
e Evening: Blindfold Simulatneous
12 games: 12 chess [+7=4-1]

The college match of the University of Pennsylvania vs. Cornell was a very enjoyable affair. It
was played on six boards, and consisted of two rounds, with this result: [...]

After the termination of the match Champion Pillsbury gave a seance of twelve simultaneous
blindfolded games to the two teams. It was a grand exhibition of skill, and only in a single
instance did the unseeing player make a fluke. Mr. Pillsbury won seven—from Alexander,
Gallagher, Griffith, Badenhausen, Boice, Karpenski [sic; Karpinski] and Jones. He lost one—to
Storey.

Four games were adjudicated drawn, namely, with Fisher, Heuser, Riedel and Scripture.
Mr. Pillsbury has in contemplation a grand seance of twenty simultaneous games to come off

shortly at the Franklin Chess Club.
Philadelphia Times, 1900.04.08, p9

Philadelphia, April 1.—Pillsbury last evening gave a blindfold exhibition at the University Chess
Club, Houston Hall. He met twelve opponents, winning seven, losing one and drawing four
games. Pillsbury in the draw had the advantage in position, but it was not sufficient to adjudicate

awin.
New York Sun, 1900.04.02, p5

Date: 1900.03.31 (740)
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Storey,FS

Opening: [C30] King’s Gambit Declined

1.e4 €5 2.f4 Bc5 3.Nc3 d6 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.Bb5 15.Bf4 Rc8 16.g4 Qh4+ 17.Bg3 Qg5
Nge7 6.fxe5 dxe5 7.Nxe5 Bd7 8.Nxd7 18.Kd1 a6 19.Nxc7 Rxc7 20.Bxc7+ Kxc7
Qxd7 9.d3 0-0-0 10.Qf3 Qe6 11.Bc4 Qd6 21.c3 Nd8 22.h4 Qf4 0-1

12.Nb5 Qe5 13.Qxf7 Kb8 14.Qe6 Qhs

Jacques N. Pope’s handwritten notes from White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook

Champion chess player Henry N. Pillsbury will visit Baltimore today, and to-night will play
simultaneous games with members of the Baltimore Chess Club.

Mr. Pillsbury will meet the City College Chess Club members at the college this afternoon.
Nearly 30 games will be played. The collegians have invited a few players from the Baltimore
Chess Club, Johns Hopkins and West Branch Y. M. C. A. to meet the champion with them. A
number of the college faculty will also probably be present.

The game of Benjamin A. Bernstein, champion of the club, will be watched with much interest,

as he was the only player in the city who defeated Pillsbury last year.
Baltimore Sun, 1900.03.31, p6

Champion chess player Henry N. Pillsbury, who on Saturday night was to have played
simultaneous chess with members of the Baltimore Chess Club and on Saturday afternoon with
the City College players, telegraphed that he would not be able to come to Baltimore because of

business engagements.
Baltimore Sun, 1900.04.02, p6

April, 1900
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1900.04.18 Wed: Syracuse, NY
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
10 games: 6 chess [+4=1-1], 3 checkers [+2=1-0], 1 whist [+1]

Harry N. Pillsbury of Philadelphia the American chess champion gave one of his wonderful
exhibitions at blindfold chess and checkers at the Citizens Club last evening. While taking part in
a game of duplicate whist he at the same time played six games of blindfold chess and three
games of blindfold checkers.

E. I. White who played chess, was the only contestant to defeat Mr. Pillsbury. In the later part of
the game Dr. S. R. Calthrop and G. N. Cheney consulted with Mr. White.

A game of chess with James Cantwell was a draw as was also a game of checkers with W. H.
Brennan.

These Were Defeated

W. J. Fredrick and James Randall were defeated at checkers. E. C. Wright, D. P. Rhodes, G. N.
Cheney and Dr. Calthrop each lost a game of chess.

In the duplicate whist play Samuel Morris was Mr. Pillsbury’s partner and they won by two
tricks from H. W. Wells and W. F. Timmerman.

Mr. Pillsbury is on his way West giving exhibitions. In May he will leave for Paris to take part in

the Exposition tournament.
Syracuse Post-Standard, 1900.04.19, p6

Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess champion stopped over in Syracuse yesterday on his way West.
Last evening he gave exhibitions at blindfold chess and checkers at the Citizens’ club. He played
six games blindfolded chess and three games of blindfolded checkers, at the same time taking
part in a game of duplicate whist.

E. I. White defeated the champion in a game of chess. James Cantwell drew at chess and W. H.
Brennan at checkers with Mr. Pillsbury. Those who were defeated at checkers were W. J.
Fredrick and James Randall, and the losers at chess were E. C. Wright, D. P. Rhodes, G. N.
Cheney and Dr. Calthrop. At duplicate whist Mr. Pillsbury and Samuel Morris defeated H. W.

Wells and W. F. Timmerman by two tricks.
Syracuse Journal, 1900.04.19, p8

1900.04.19 Thu: Cleveland, OH
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
12 games: 12 chess [+9=0-2~1]

The most remarkable chess playing ever seen in Cleveland was done last night at the rooms of
the Cleveland Chess Club in the Y. M. C. A. building, when H. N. Pillsbury, of Philadelphia, the
champion chess player of the United States, and probably the finest player of unseen
simultaneous games in the world, played against twelve excellent Cleveland players at the same
time.

Mr. Pillsbury sat at one side of the room with his back to the boards on which the games were
played, and did not see any of the boards or games until they were finished. He remembered the
positions of the men on all of the twelve boards, almost 200 separate men arranged on boards
having in all 768 squares. The champion was in Cleveland a few years ago, and at that time
played twenty-four games simultaneously, but in that contest he looked at the boards as he
played. It had been intended that Mr. Pillsbury should play twenty unseen games simultaneously
last evening, as he had proposed, but it was impossible in the short time allowed for the
preparations for his coming to get the players. A dozen was all that could be got to meet him.
American chess players regard him as the coming champion of the world.

The Cleveland players against Mr. Pillsbury were W. G. Amor, who gave the champion most
trouble, A. Tozer, A. E. Russ, W. J. Mahoney, M. Fridel [sic; Friedel], W. L. Greer, Dr. W. A.
Phillips, J. P. Sobey, L. Herman, A. D. Hillyar, Frederick C. Howe, and B. O. Squier. Mr. Greer
was the first to stop, resigning after the eighteenth move, as he saw he was beaten. The
remainder resigned from time to time or won their games, as was the case with two, in which Mr.
Pillsbury said that he had made mistakes in remembering the position of the men on the boards,
Mr. Sobey and Dr. Phillips winning. It was Mr. Armor, who is regarded as one of the best chess
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players in Cleveland, who lasted longest. Mr. Pillsbury won nine games, lost two, and at a late

hour that with Mr. Amor was unfinished.
Cleveland Leader, 1900.04.20, p8

H. N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of the United States, visited the Cleveland Chess club
last night. He played twelve games blindfolded against the best chess players in Cleveland. The
games started at 8 o’clock and at 1 o’clock Pillsbury had won nine games, lost two games and
the other game was still on with the result in doubt.

Pillsbury did not see any of the boards and sat in a chair calling out his moves. The exhibition is

regarded as being marvelous.
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 1900.04.20, p3

1900.04.20 Fri: Cleveland, OH
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes
e Morning: Left for Detroit

The games started at 8 o’clock and at 1 o’clock Pillsbury [...]

Mr. Pillsbury left for Detroit early this morning.
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 1900.04.20, p3

1900.04.20 Fri: Detroit, MI (Detroit Club)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (Chess and Whist)

H. N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of the United States, who astonished the chess public
of this city a few months ago by his wonderful performance, will appear at the Detroit Club
rooms this evening and play as many as twenty simultaneous chess games blindfolded, at the

same time playing duplicate whist. The performance will commence at 8 o’clock sharp.
Detroit Free Press, 1900.04.20, p6

Chess Champion Pillsbury played chess and whist simultaneously at the Detroit club last night,

and will be at the Michigan club this evening.
Detroit Evening News, 1900.04.21, p9

1900.04.21 Sat: Detroit, MI (Michigan Club)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
16 games: 16 chess [+14=1-1]

In the Michigan club rooms last night, H. N. Pillsbury, the famous chess player, gave another
exhibition of his wonderful skill. There were 16 boards used and Mr. Pillsbury played from 8
o’clock until 11 o’clock blindfolded and from that hour until 1 o’clock this morning over the
board. He won over boards 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16; lost the game on No. 4
and drew on No. 10.

The 16 boards were occupied as follows: No. 1, Duncombe; 2, Dr. Mann; 3, Cummings; 4, L. W.
Penny, who won; 5, F. L. Brooks; 6, H. C. Sullivan; 7, F. Rosenfield; 8, Von Schorn and Prof.
Wheeler; 9, R. B. Oberteuffer; 10, L. W. Beckwith, who drew; 11, H. B. Graves; 12, Bacon; 13,
Michael [sic; Michaels]; 14, Wallich; 15, Widdows; 16, Solomon and Bush [sic; Busch].

Mr. Pillsbury will play in Cincinnati tomorrow night and next Saturday he will play 20
simultaneous games while blindfolded, which will break the present record of 16 games. He will

sail for the Paris tournament on May 2.
Detroit Evening News, 1900.04.22, p3

The following is one of 16 blindfold games played recently by Mr. Pillsbury at Detroit:
London Morning Post, 1900.05.28, p3

Pillsbury’s opponent was C. R. Duncombe, a member of the Detroit Chess Club and faculty
member at the Hanmer School of Music and Languages in Detroit. It is unclear if the
performance given on April 20th was also of 16 boards and if Duncombe participated.
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Date: 1900.04.21 (741)
Site: USA Detroit, Ml

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Duncombe,CR

Opening: [C66] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 d6 5.d4 Be7 16.e6 0-0 17.exf7+ Rxf7 18.Qb3 Bd6
Bg4 6.dxe5 Bxf3 7.Qxf3 dxe5 8.Bg5 Be7 19.Nxd6 cxd6 20.Rf3 Raf8 21.Rafl Qh5
9.Qc3 Qd6 10.Bxc6+ bxc6 11.Bxfé Qxf6 22.Rxf7 1-0

12.Na3 c5 13.Nc4 Bd6 14.f4 Qg6 15.fxe5
London Morning Post, 1900.05.28, p3 (gives Dunscombe)

1900.04.22 Sun: Detroit, MI (Michigan Club)
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes lam
16 games: 16 chess [+14=1-1]

There were 16 boards used and Mr. Pillsbury played from 8 o’clock until 11 o’clock blindfolded

and from that hour until 1 o’clock this morning over the board.
Detroit Evening News, 1900.04.22, p3

1900.04: Louisville, KY
e Scheduled to appear

Pillsbury and Showalter, America’s champion chess players, fill an engagement at Louisville this
week. At Cincinnati Wednesday evening Mr. Pillsbury will perform the remarkable feat of playing

twelve chess and six checker games simultaneously, being blindfolded throughout the contest.
Maysville Evening Bulletin, 1900.04.24, p2

1900.04.25 Wed: Cincinnati, OH (Germania)
e Afternoon: Simultaneous

40 games: chess [=1], checkers [-1]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous

15 games: 11 chess [+10=0-1], 4 checkers

H. N. Pillsbury, the great chess master, played twenty games yesterday afternoon at Kammeron’s
Germania Hall, and, although blindfolded, Mr. Pillsbury easily beat his opponents. He was not so
successful, however, in a game of checkers with H. Hutzler, for the ex-champion beat him easily.
In the evening Mr. Tillsbury [sic] played sixteen games of chess and won all but one, the

exception being a game with O. Evans.
Cincinnati Commercial Tribune, 1900.04.26, p5

H. N. Pillsbury, the chess master, did not defeat all the players he went against in the tournament
played Wednesday at Kammeron’s. One game was drawn by William M. Dunbar, a local chess
player, with whom Pillsbury played. Also, at the Young Men’s Mercantile Library, Dunbar, De

Kenney and O. Evans played Pillsbury, and he resigned on the fifty-fourth move.
Cincinnati Commercial Tribune, 1900.04.27, p5

The Pillsbury chess exhibition at the Germania, Twelfth and Walnut, yesterday afternoon and
evening was largely attended, but there were not enough players present to furnish the record-
breaking which had been anticipated. Mr. Pillsbury was to have played blindfolded 20 chess and
checker games, thereby beating his present world’s record by three games. Instead, he played 11
chess and 4 checker games simultaneously, blindfolded. His moves throughout the arduous three
hours required for the execution of the games were all quick and well guarded, showing that on each
board he retained the exact status of each contest as it progressed. It was conceded by all present to
be one of the most marvelous exhibitions of acute mentality ever witnessed. The same superiority
would, if developed in a professional way, make Mr. Pillsbury thousands of dollars a year.

Nearly all the expert chess and checker players of the city were present. In the afternoon he
played about 40 simultaneous games, losing only one game of checkers, while one of the chess
games was a draw. Mr. Showalter will join Mr. Pillsbury in Philadelphia next Friday, where the
latter is to play blindfolded 20 simultaneous games of chess and checkers with members of the
Franklin Chess Club, and on May 1 they will sail for Paris.

Cincinnati Enquirer, 1900.04.26, p12
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1900.04.26 Thu: Pittsburg, PA

e Afternoon: Offhand game with Lutton

e Evening: Simultaneous (boards: 7 chess, 4 checkers)
16 games: 7 chess [+6=0-1], 8* checkers [+4=4-0]

*Pittsburg Post says nine games played and gives results for 8 games

H. N. Pillsbury, the celebrated chess master, was too much for the local talent last evening. The
knight of the “silent pastime” easily defeated the best players of the Pittsburg Chess and Whist
Association at its rooms, 305 Smithfield street, last evening. Mr. Pillsbury played eleven games
of chess and checkers simultaneously against 16 opponents. He won six games of chess, losing
the seventh to B. R [sic; H]. Lutton and H. C. Everts [sic; Evert], partners at table No. 7. At the
checkers he was not so fortunate, winning only four of the nine played.

This evening Mr. Pillsbury will play chess, checkers and whist simultaneously, and will also play
chess blindfolded against a combination of opponents.

The results of last evening’s games follow. At the chess tables:

Table No. 1-Pillsbury won against J. J [sic; G]. Stevens and Dr. T. Davis.
Table No. 2—Pillsbury won against Prof. J. H. Logan.

Table No. 3—Pillsbury won against J. Emory [sic; Emery] and J. J. Batty.
Table No. 4-Pillsbury won against S. A. Rankin and C. J. Wilson.

Table No. 5-Pillsbury won against S. W. Mendal [sic; Mendel].

Table No. 6—Pillsbury won against H. T. Kunkel and Richard Arter.

Table No. 7—-Pillsbury lost against B. H. Lutton and H. C. Everts.

The result of the checkers games were as follows:

Table No. 1-Pillsbury won two games from O. A. Burtner.
Table No. 2—-Pillsbury against G. L. Ellis, four draws.
Table No. 3—Pillsbury won against A. H. Jeremy and T. N. Miller.
Table No. 4-Pillsbury won against E. T. Smith.
Pittsburg Post, 1900.04.27, p6

Modesty is a charming attribute, but when a real good chess player hides his light under a bushel
the chess world in general is deprived of the benefits of a light that should be set on a hill.
Benjamin Howard Lutton, of Pittsburg, Pa., is seldom heard of outside of his native city and
State; nevertheless competent critics pronounce Mr. Lutton the peer of any chess player in the
Keystone State. In manner he is quiet, modest and unassuming, and he is held in high esteem by
all who have the pleasure of his acquaintance. In chess he is a genius and possesses all the
characteristics of the finished master of the game. His style of play is aggressive, fearless and
correct, and fortunate indeed is the man who “lowers the colors” of this gallant Knight of the
chess arena. Champion Pillsbury visited Pittsburg the latter part of April and in three encounters
with Mr. Lutton, Champion Pillsbury went “down and out” three times consecutively. Two of

the games were played in simultaneous exhibitions and one of the games was off-hand.
White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook, unidentified clipping

Off-hand game played April 26, 1900, at Pittsburg Chess Club.

White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook, unidentified clipping

Date: 1900.04.26 (742)
Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Offhand Game

White: Lutton,BH

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [D20] Queen’s Gambit

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.e3 e5 4.Bxc4d exd4 27.Kd2 Rhl 28.Rb3 Kh7 29.Rg3 Rbl
5.0xd4 Qxd4 6.exd4 Nf6 7.Nc3 c6 8.Be3 30.Kc2 Rfl 31.Rf3 Kg6 32.b4 Rel 33.b5
Nbd7 9.Nf3 Bd6 10.0-0-0 Nb6 11.Bb3 Bg4 Re6 34.Kc3 Re4 35.Kb3 d4 36.Ka3 d3
12.Rdel 0-0 13.Ne5 Bf5 14.h3 Ne4d 15.g4 37.Rxd3 Kxf6 38.b6 Re6 39.b7 ReS8
Nxc3 16.gxf5 Ncd5 17.Rhgl Kh8 18.f6 40.Rf3+ Kg6 41.Rb3 Rb8 42.Ka4 Kgb
Bxe5 19.dxe5 gxf6 20.exf6 Rg8 21.Bxb6 43.Rb4 15 44.h4+ Kf6 45.Ka5 Keb 46.Ka6
axb6 22.Bxd5 cxd5 23.Rxg8+ Kxg8 f4 47.f3 1-0

24.Re7 h5 25.Rxb7 Rxa2 26.Rxb6 Ral+

White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook, unidentified clipping
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Played between Mr. A. H. Jeremy (Black) and Mr. H. Pillsbury (White), the American Chess
Champion. The Pittsburg “Dispatch” says: “A game with a history of 100 years behind it”:—

Brisbane Queenslander, 1900.09.22, p622

Date: 1900.04.26

Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
Black: Jeremy,AH

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [126] Glasgow

(743)

1.11-15 23-19 2.8-11 22-17 3.11-16 24-20
4.16x23 27x11 5.7x16 20x11 6.3-7 28-24
7.7x16 24-20 8.16-19 25-22 9.10-15 17-13
10.2-7 30-25 11.4-8 22-18 12.15x22 25x18

13.7-10 32-28 14.10-14 18-15 15.14-17
21x14 16.9x18 31-27 17.5-9 29-25 18.9-14
25-21 19.1-5 20-16 20.6-10 15x6 21.5-9
27-24 0-1

Brisbane Queenslander, 1900.05.12, p876

1900.04.27 Fri: Pittsburg, PA
e Afternoon: Simultaneous

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (boards:
15 games: 9 chess [+9=0-0], 6 checkers

9 chess, 5 checkers)

[+1=4-1]

Simultaneous game played April 27, 1900, at Pittsburg Chess Club.

White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook, unidentified clipping

Date: 1900.04.27

Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Lutton,BH

Opening: [C41] Philidor

(744)

le4 e5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 4.Qxd4 Nf6
5.Nc3 Be7 6.Be3 0-0 7.Bc4 a6 8.h3 Nc6
9.Qd2 Ne5 10.Nxe5 dxe5 11.Qe2 Bb4
12.Rd1 Bxc3+ 13.bxc3 Qe7 14.0-0 Nxe4

18.0Qxc3 Rh8 19.Rfel Rae8 20.Bc5 Qeb
21.Qb3 b6 22.Ba3 Qg6 23.Rd2 Bed 24.f3
Bf5 25.Kh2 Kg8 26.Qc3 Qg5 27.Rde2
Bxh3 28.gxh3 Rxh3+ 29.Kxh3 Re6 0-1

15.Bd3 Nxc3 16.Bxh7+ Kxh7 17.Qd3+ Bf5

White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook, unidentified clipping

H. N. Pillsbury, the celebrated chess master, still continued to baffle the combined mental efforts
of 26 players at games of chess and checkers while blindfolded last night. Mr. Pillsbury won nine
games of chess, and drew three, won one, and lost one in checkers to P. W. Patton [sic; R. W.
Patterson] and Dr. T. N [sic; D]. Davis. The Pittsburg tournament closed last evening, and Mr.
Pillsbury leaves to-night for Philadelphia, where he will play before the Franklin Chess and
Whist club. On May 2 he will go to Paris, where he will contest in the world’s chess tournament,
to be held in July at the exposition.

The results of the chess games are as follows:

Table No. 1-Dr. C. C. Rhinehart lost.

Table No. 2—R. J. Hook and J. W. Beatty lost.

Table No. 3—G. A. Chalfant and A. Y. Hesse lost.

Table No. 4—H. Stein and W. D. Kruse lost.

Table No. 5-L. R. and T. F. Dasheill [sic; Dashiell], and W. E. Sparrow lost.
Table No. 6—S. A. Rankin and C. J. Wilson lost.

Table No. 7—H. C. Phillips and H. A. Schaffer lost.

Table No. 8—J. H. Lamb and E. E. McGill lost.

Table No. 9—H. C. Everts, H. W. Keating and William Short lost.

The results of the checker games were as follows:

Table No. 1—P. W. Patton [sic; R. W. Patterson] and Dr. T. D. Davis won.
Table No. 2—I [sic; J]. H. Jones, two draws.

Table No. 3—Y ([sic; E]. Smith lost.

Table No. 4-I. H. Inery [sic; A. H. Jeremy], draw.

Table No. 5—H. C. Ewalt, draw.

Pittsburg Post, 1900.04.28, p3

The five games which follow are the checker portion of H. N. Pillsbury’s remarkable blindfold
performance at the rooms of the A.C.C.C. and W. Club, April 27, 1900, when he conducted nine
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games of chess and five games of checkers against 30 opponents in consultation, with everybody
at liberty to ask advice from anybody, and with full permission to make experimental moves in
advance of the “Herald” making his rounds. Time of play, 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. Result of play:

Chess—Pillsbury, 8; drawn 0; lost 1. Checkers—Pillsbury, 1; drawn 3; lost 1.
White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

Date: 1900.04.27

Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

(745)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 1)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Patterson,RW + Davis, TD
Opening: [128] Fife

1.11-15 23-19 2.9-14 22-17 3.5-9 26-23
4.9-13 24-20 5.15x24 28x19 6.13x22 25x9
7.6x13 29-25 8.8-11 25-22 9.11-15 32-28
10.15x24 28x19 11.4-8 22-18 12.1-5 31-26
13.2-6 26-22 14.6-9 18-15 15.10-14 22-18

16.13-17 30-26 17.7-11 15-10 18.17-22
26x17 19.9-13 18x9 20.5x14 10-6 21.13x22
6-2 22.22-25 2-6 23.25-30 6-9 24.14-18
23x14 25.30-26 27-24 0-1

White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

J. H. Jones and Mr. Farren (White in consultation), against H. N. Pillsbury.
White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

Date: 1900.04.27

Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

(746)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Jones,JH + Farren
Opening: [000] Whilter

1.11-15 23-19 2.7-11 22-17 3.11-16 26-23
4.8-11 17-14 5.9x18 23x7 6.16x23 27x18
7.15x22 25x18 8.3x10 29-25 9.5-9 30-26
10.4-8 31-27 11.12-16 27-23 12.8-12 32-27
13.10-14 18-15 14.11x18 26-22 15.16-20
22x15 16.2-7 25-22 17.9-13 22-18 18.14-17

21x14 19.6-10 15x6 20.1x17 23-19 21.17-22

18-14 (...)
And after black man was crowned on
30, white man crowned on 5 and
black man advanced to 23 the game
was given up as a draw.

15-1

White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

J. Tims and T [sic; E]. T. Smith (White in consultation), against H. N. Pillsbury.
White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

Date: 1900.04.27

Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

(747)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 3)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Tims,J + Smith,ET
Opening: [039] Double Corner

1.9-14 22-17 2.11-16 24-19 3.8-11 25-22
4.11-15 17-13 5.15x24 28x19 6.4-8 29-25
7.8-11 22-17 8.11-15 25-22 9.15x24 27x11
10.7x16 31-27 11.3-8 22-18 12.5-9 26-22
13.16-19 23x16 14.12x19 27-23 15.19x26

30x23 16.8-11 32-28 17.11-16 28-24
18.16-20 24-19 19.20-24 18-15 20.24-27
15-11 21.27-31 11-8 22.31-27 22-18
23.27-24 18-15 24.24-27 1-0

White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

A. H. Jeremy (white), Pillsbury (black).

White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

Date: 1900.04.27

Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

(748)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 4)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Jeremy,AH
Opening: [116] Maid of the Mill

1.11-15 22-17 2.8-11 17-13 3.15-18 23x14
4.9x18 24-19 5.11-16 27-23 6.18x27 32x23

7.4-8 25-22 8.8-11 22-18 9.10-15 19x10
10.6x22 26x17 11.11-15 29-25 12.1-6 30-26
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13.16-19 23x16 14.12x19 25-22 15.5-9 23-18 19.6-10 13x6 20.2x9 17-14 21.10x17
31-27 16.3-8 28-24 17.19x28 27-23 18.8-11 21x5 Yo-Y2

White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

H. C. Ewalt (White and the other 29) against H. N. Pillsbury.
White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

Date: 1900.04.27 (749)
Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 5)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

White: Ewalt,HC

Opening: [120] Single Corner

1.11-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.12-16 29-25 18-14 24.26-31 13-9 25.31-26 9-6 26.26-22
4.10-14 18-15 5.16-20 23-19 6.7-10 19-16 6-1 27.22-18 14-10 28.16-19 10-6 29.19-23
7.10x19 24x15 8.8-12 27-23 9.12x19 23x16 6-2 30.23-26 1-6 31.18-15 32-27 32.26-31
10.6-10 15x6 11.1x10 25-22 12.4-8 26-23 27-24 33.31-27 24-19 34.15%x24 2-7 35.3x10
13.2-7 16-12 14.8-11 22-17 15.9-13 30-26 6x8 36.24-19 20-16 37.27-23 16-11
16.13x22 26x17 17.11-16 17-13 18.14-17 38.23-18 8-3 39.18-14 12-8 40.14-10 8-4
21x14 19.10x17 28-24 20.20x27 31x24 41.19-16 11-7 42.16-11 7-2 43.10-6 Y2-Y2
21.17-22 24-20 22.7-11 23-18 23.22-26

White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.10)

Mr. Pillsbury’s flying visit to Pittsburg prior to his departure for the international chess
tournament was much enjoyed by the local lovers of Dameh and Cassia. Mr. Pillsbury, during
the afternoon and evening of the 26th and 27th engaged the strongest exponents of the sister
games at the rooms of the Allegheny County Chess and Checker Club. Pillsbury’s total chess
games were 34, and of these he won 32, lost 2 and drew none. He played 40 games of checkers
and these resulted as follows: Pillsbury 28, drawn 10, all comers 2. The fortunate scorers were J.
W. Benny and R. W. Patterson, in consultation with Dr. Davis.

Mr. Pillsbury’s score with the strongest players of Pittsburg and environs being:

Pillsbury 2 Ellis 0 drawn 5
Pillsbury 1 R. W. Patterson 1 drawn 1
Pillsbury 0 Dr. Chambers 1 drawn O
Pillsbury 0 J. Maize 0 drawn 2
Pillsbury 1 A. H. Jeremy 0 drawn 1

Mr. Pillsbury’s blindfold exhibition was a most astonishing exhibition, he conducting nine games
of chess, in consultation, against 21 strong players, and five games of checkers against nine
players, making a total of 14 games against 30 players. The solitary player won one checker

game, lost one and drew three; his chess score being won, 8; lost, 1; drawn, 0.
White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.03)

The following game was most likely played on April 27th as Jones was at that exhibition. It is
unclear when it was played as the reports give Jones two draws against Pillsbury. Perhaps this is
a third game?

Played at Pittsburg, April 25 [sic], between H. N. Pillsbury (blindfold) and J. H. J. Pillsbury’s

move.
White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.03)

Date: 1900.04 (750)
Site: USA Pittsburg, PA

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

White: Jones,JH

Opening: [038] Double Corner

1.9-14 22-17 2.11-15 23-19 3.5-9 17-13 15.2-7 3x10 16.6x24 21-17 17.12x19 17-14
4.14-18 21-17 5.9-14 25-21 6.8-11 29-25 18.8-11 14-10 19.11-15 32-28 20.4-8 10-7
7.3-8 26-22 8.11-16 30-26 9.16x30 24-19 21.8-11 7-3 22.11-16 3-7 23.24-27 31x24
10.15x24 22x15 11.10x19 17x3 12.30-26 24.16-20 1-0

27x20 13.26-23 20-16 14.19-24 28x19
White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p40 (column dated 1900.05.03)
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1900.04.28 Sat: Philadelphia, PA (Franklin Chess Club)
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
20 games: 20 chess [+14=5-1]

The American champion, Pillsbury, will play twenty games simultaneously without sight of men
or boards at the Franklin Chess Club, Philadelphia, next Saturday, and the week following he

will meet sixteen members of the Brooklyn Chess Club in a similar performance.
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.04.23, p5

Philadelphia, April 28.—H. N. Pillsbury, the American chess champion, to-day attempted the
difficult feat of playing twenty games simultaneously against the most expert players of this city
with the boards of his opponents placed where he was unable to see them. This is the first time
such an effort has been made. Late to-night Pillsbury had won seven games and lost one to L. S.
Landreth. The players against the champion occupied tables in a side room of the Franklin Chess
Club, and Pillsbury was seated in an adjoining room. Every move made by the players was
announced loud enough for the champion to hear, and he followed with the return move,

mentioning the piece and the squares.
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.04.29, p8

Mr. Pillsbury’s simultaneous seance of twenty blindfold games at the Franklin Chess Club was a
wonderful success and the following table presents the complete data of the performance, giving
on each line name of opponent, opening selected, number of moves made and result obtained:

1. S. W. Bampton, Ruy, 42 Pillsbury
2. M. Morgan, Sicilian, 20 Pillsbury
3. D. Stuart, French, 44 Pillsbury
4. C. J. Newman, P Q 4, 20 Pillsbury
5. J. F. Magee, Jr., Sicilian, Draw

6. J. A. Kaiser, French, 24 Pillsbury
7. A. C. Barclay, Chetto, 30 Draw

8. W. Himmelbach [sic; Himmelsbach], Pillsbury
9. W. P. Shipley, Petroff, 16 Draw

10. L. S. Landreth, Vienna, 19 Landreth
11. J. F. Roski [sic; Roeske], Two Kts., 29 Pillsbury
12. J. S. McConnell, P Q 4, 47 Pillsbury
13. F. W. Doerr, Ruy, 28 Pillsbury
14. J. H. Rhoads, Vienna, 34 Draw

15. W. O. Dunbar, Lange, 19 Pillsbury
16. Dr. J. T. Wright, P Q 4, 35 Draw

17. W. J. Ferris, French, 36 Pillsbury
18. R. R. Dearden, Sicilian, 35 Pillsbury
19. S. L. Stadelman, Petroff, 27 Pillsbury
20. Otto Hesse, P Q 4, 34 Pillsbury

Result—RPillsbury, 14; adversaries, 1; drawn, 5. The seance lasted from 3 P.M. to 6:30 and then
from 8:15 to 11 P.M., Saturday, April 28, 1900. The games averaged 29 moves apiece—a
Morphy-like brevity.

Philadelphia Times, 1900.05.06, p10

Champion Pillsbury gave a remarkable exhibition of blindfold chess at the Franklin C. C.,
Philadelphia, on April 28, far distancing all previous records by contesting twenty games
simultaneously against the strongest team the Quaker City could put up. The result was that the
blindfolded player won 14, lost 1, and drew 5 games. This stupendous feat is without a parallel in
the annals of chess, and the nearest approach to it by other players was when Zukertort,
Blackburne, and Paulsen, on separate occasions, essayed sixteen games without sight of boards
or men. None of these contests was satisfactorily concluded. Pillsbury himself several times has
played sixteen games in this manner, his best performance being on Feb. 10 in Chicago against
strong local talent. His score on that occasion was: Won 11, lost 1, drew 4, in five and one-half
hours. About a month later he beat his record by contesting seventeen simultaneous games sans
voir at New Orleans with the excellent score of 10 won, 2 lost, and 5 drawn in a session lasting
less than eight hours.

Last week’s feat was by no means an easy one for Mr. Pillsbury. At the start (3 o’clock) play was
rather slow, the champion apparently laboring under great difficulties in recalling the exact
positions on the various boards. As the games progressed and they assumed a marked
individuality he called out the moves more rapidly. At 6:30 a recess was taken for dinner and on
resumption of play Mr. Pillsbury continued without hesitation to the end, the last game being
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concluded at 11:15 p.m. Here is a list of his opponents, with the openings selected on each board
and the results:

1. S. W. Bampton, Ruy Lopez, lost.

2. Mordecai Morgan, Sicilian, lost.

3. D. Stuart, French defense, lost.

4. C. J. Newman, QP opening, lost.

5. J. F. Magee Jr., Sicilian, drew.

6. J. A. Kaiser, French defense, lost.

7. A. C. Barclay, double Fianchetto, drew.

8. W. Himmelsbach, QP opening, lost.

9. W. P. Shipley, Petroff defense, drew.

10. L. S. Landreth, Vienna game, won.

11. G [sic; J]. F. Roeske, two Kts defense, lost.
12. G [sic; J]. S. McConnell, QP opening, lost.
13. F. W. Doerr, Ruy Lopez, lost.

14. J. H. Rhoads, Vienna, drew.

15. W. O. Dunbar, Max Lange, lost.

16. Dr. J. T. Wright, Dutch defense, lost.

17. W. G [sic; J]. Ferris, French defense, lost.
18. R. R. Deardon [sic; Dearden], Sicilian, lost.

=
NeJ

. S. L. Stadelman, Petroff, lost.
. Otto Hesse, QP opening, lost.

N
(@)

Chicago Tribune, 1900.05.06, p20

To break a world’s record at chess is a rare occurrence, but to break it as Pillsbury did at
Philadelphia Saturday week, when he played twenty games simultaneously against the strongest
team the Franklin Chess Club could muster, is a feat next to miraculous. Still, the feat would not
have been so extraordinary but for the fact that he lost only one game by a fluke, that he won

fourteen games and drew the remainder.

New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.05.07, p5

The play on board one was one of the best of the lot. Here it is:

Philadelphia Times, 1900.05.06, p10

Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(751)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 1)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Bampton,SW
Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxes
5.d4 Nd6 6.Ba4 e4 7.Rel Be7 8.Ne5 0-0
9.Nc3 Bf6 10.Bf4 Re8 11.Ng4 Bxd4
12.Nd5 Be5 13.Nxe5 Nxe5 14.Qh5 f6
15.Bb3 Kh8 16.Re3 g6 17.Qh4 Re6
18.Rh3 h5 19.Nxf6 Nf5 20.Qg5 Nf7
21.Qxg6 Qxf6 22.Rxh5+ N7h6 23.Qxf6+

Rxf6 24.Be5 Kg7 25.94 Nxg4 26.Rg5+
Kh6 27.Bxfé Nxf6 28.Rxf5 Kg6 29.Re5 d6
30.Re7 Bh3 31.Khl Rf8 32.Rgl+ Ng4
33.Rxe4 Kf5 34.Re2 Re8 35.Rgel Ne5
36.f4 Kxf4 37.Rf2+ Kg5 38.Bd5 c6
39.Rgl+ Ng4 40.Bf3 Re3 41.Bxg4 Bxg4

42 Rfg2 1-0
Philadelphia Times, 1900.05.06, p10
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1900.05.13
Washington Evening Star, 1900.05.19, p7 (cites Philadelphia Press)

Pillsbury’s Chess Career, Sergeant and Watts, London, Printing Craft, Ltd., 1922, pp201-202

Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(752)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Morgan,M
Opening: [B34] Sicilian

l.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 g6
5.Nxc6 dxc6 6.Qxd8+ Kxd8 7.Bc4 Ke8
8.Bd2 Bg7 9.Bc3 Bxc3+ 10.Nxc3 e5
11.0-0-0 Ke7 12.Rd2 Nf6 13.Rhdl Be6

14.Bxe6 fxe6 15.f3 Rhd8 16.Rxd8 Rxd8
17.Rxd8 Kxd8 18.Kd2 Kc7 19.Ke3 Kd6
20.Nb1 Nd7 21.Nd2 1-0

White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook, unidentified clipping
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Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(753)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 3)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Robinson,DS
Opening: [C10] French

l.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxed Nd7
5.Nf3 Ngf6é 6.Bd3 Nxe4 7.Bxe4 Nf6 8.Bg5
Be7 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.Qd3 h6 11.Bxb7 Bxb7
12.Qb5+ Qd7 13.Qxb7 0-0 14.Qed4 Qb5
15.0-0-0 Rab8 16.b3 Qa5 17.Kbl c5
18.Ne5 Rb6 19.Nc4 Qb4 20.Nxb6 axb6
21.Qel Qa3 22.c3 cxd4 23.cxd4 Ra8

24.Qe2 Qb4 25.Qd2 Qb5 26.Qd3 Qa5
27.Rd2 Rd8 28.Rhdl Bxd4 29.Qc4 Qf5+
30.Qc2 Qf6 31.Qed e5 32.f4 Rc8 33.Re2
Rc5 34.fxe5 Rxe5 35.Qa8+ Kh7 36.Rxe5
Qxe5 37.Qf3 Bc5 38.Qd3+ Kg8 39.9g3 Be7
40.Qd5 Qe3 41.Rcl Bf6 42.Rc8+ Kh7
43.Qf5+ g6 44.Qxf6 1-0

White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook, unidentified clipping

The following game was played on board 4. Black’s nineteenth move was ill-considered,

although Mr. Pillsbury had a decided advantage:

Chicago Tribune, 1900.05.06, p20

Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(754)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 4)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Newman,CJ
Opening: [D53] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3
Nbd7 6.Nf3 b6 7.cxd5 exd5 8.Bb5 Bb7
9.Ne5 0-0 10.Bc6 Rb8 11.Bxb7 Rxb7

12.Nc6 Qe8 13.Nxe7+ Qxe7 14.Nxd5 Qe4
15.Nxf6+ gxf6 16.Bh6 Qxg2 17.Kd2 Qxf2+

18.Kcl Kh8 19.Rg1 Ne5 20.dxe5 1-0
New York Sun, 1900.04.30, p5
Chicago Tribune, 1900.05.06, p20
Philadelphia North American, 1902.01.06

Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(755)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 7)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Barclay,AC
Opening: [B06] Double Fianchetto Defense

Annotations: Kemeny (Philadelphia Public Ledger)

1.e4 b6 2.d4 Bb7 3.Bd3 g6 4.Ne2 Bg7 5.0-0
e6 6.c3 Ne7 7.f4 15
Necessary, to prevent White from
playing 5, which would lead to a
strong attack.
8.Ng3 0-0 9.exf5 exf5 10.Nd2 Nd5 11.Nf3
d6 12.Ng5 Qd7 13.Rel Nf6 14.Bd2 hé6
15.Ne6 Re8 16.Nxg7 Rxel+ 17.Qxel Kxg7
18.h4 h5 19.Nfl ¢5 20.dxc5 dxc5 21.Bc2
Nc6 22.Nh2 Re8 23.Qf2 Re6 24.Rel
Rxel+ 25.Qxel Nd8 26.Nf3 Nf7 27.Ng5
Nd6 28.Qe5 Nc4

He could have played ...Nxg5 and
...Ne4. The move selected, however,
seems safer, attacking Queen and
bishop, and White is obliged to draw
the game by perpetual check.
29.Ne6+ Kf7 30.Ng5+
Black must play ...Kf7 and ...Kg7,
otherwise Qxf6 would give White an
advantage.
Yo-Yo

John S. Hilbert (cites Philadelphia Public Ledger, 1900.05.25, p14)

Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(756)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 10)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Landreth,LS
Opening: [C29] Vienna

Annotations: Kemeny (Philadelphia Public Ledger)

l.ed e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.f4 d5 4.fxe5 Nxe4d
5.Qf3 Nxc3

Better was ...f5. 5..Nxc3 should
have been delayed until White plays
ds.
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6.bxc3 Nc6 7.d4 Be6 8.Qg3 Ne7 9.Bd3 Nf5 18.Bf6
10.Qf2 Ne7 11.Nf3 Ng6 12.Rb1 Rb8 13.0-0
Be7 14.Qg3 ¢6 15.Ng5 Bxg5 16.Bxg5 Qc7
17.h4 Ne7
He had hardly any better play, for h5
was threatening. The text move
should lose a pawn, for Bxe7 and
Qxg7 may be played quite safely by
White.

The blindfold player was under the
impression that Black had castled, in
which case this would have been the
proper play. In the present position it
causes the loss of the bishop and of
the game.

18...gxf6 19.exf6 Qxg3 0-1

John S. Hilbert (cites Philadelphia Public Ledger, 1900.05.25, p14)

Mr. Pillsbury’s twenty blindfold seance, now famous as the record performance, embodied a
beautiful trap on Board No. 14, against Jacob H. Rhoads. It was a well-played partie and here are
the moves leading up to the trap and the trap itself:

Philadelphia Times, 1900.05.13, p13

Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(757)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 14)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Rhoads,JH
Opening: [C25] Vienna

l.ed e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.g3 Bc5 4.Bg2 d6
5.Na4 Bb6 6.Nxb6 axb6 7.Ne2 Nf6 8.d3
Be6 9.h3 h6 10.Be3 d5 11.0-0 dxe4 12.dxe4
0-0 13.Qxd8 Rfxd8 14.a3 Bc4 15.Rfel
Bxe2 16.Rxe2 Ne8 17.Rd2 Rxd2 18.Bxd2

Nd4 19.f4 Rd8 20.Bc3 Nxc2 21.Rcl Nd4
22.Kf2 f6 23.Bfl c5 24.b4 Kf8 25.Bxd4
cxd4 26.a4 Nd6 27.Bd3 Rc8 28.Rxc8+
Nxc8 29.Bc4 Ke7 30.Bd5 Nd6 31.a5 bxab

32.bxa5 Kd7 33.Bxb7 Kc7 34.Bd5 Y2-%-

New York Sun, 1900.04.30, p5
Philadelphia Times, 1900.05.13, p13

White Collection Scrapbook, Philadelphia Times (undated miscellaneous column)

Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(758)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 15)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Dunbar, WO
Opening: [C55] Two Knights

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.d4 exd4
5.0-0 Bcb 6.e5 d5 7.exf6 dxc4 8.Rel+ Beb
9.Ng5 Qd5 10.Nc3 Qf5 11.Nce4 Bb6 12.g4

Qxg4+ 13.Qxg4 Bxg4 14.fxg7 Rg8 15.Nf6+
Kd8 16.Nxf7+ Kc8 17.Nxg8 Bh5 18.Re8+

Nd8 19.Rxd8# 1-0
Philadelphia Times, 1900.05.20, p11

Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(759)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 17)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Ferris,WJ
Opening: [C11] French

l.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e5 Nfd7 5.f4
c5 6.dxc5 Bxc5 7.Qg4 0-0 8.Bd3 Nc6 9.Nf3
f5 10.Qh3 h6 11.a3 Nd4 12.Nxd4 Bxd4
13.Ne2 Bb6 14.Be3 Rf7 15.0-0-0 Nc5
16.Bxc5 Bxc5 17.g4 Bd7 18.Qg3 Kf8 19.h4
Ke7 20.gxf5 exf5 21.Nc3 Be6 22.Be2 Qa5

23.Bh5 g6 24.Bxg6 Rg7 25.h5 Kf8 26.Nb1
Qb6 27.Rh3 Rc8 28.Qd3 Be7 29.Bxf5 Rg2
30.Nd2 Rgl 31.Bxe6 Rxdl+ 32.Kxdl
Qxe6 33.Rg3 Qb6 34.Qh7 Ke8 35.Rg8+
Kd7 36.Qf5+ 1-0

White Collection Miscellaneous Scrapbook, unidentified clipping

The game played on board 20 in Pillsbury’s recent blindfold exhibition, was a Queen’s Pawns
Opening. The champion succeeded in obtaining the preferable development, and soon
established a powerful kingside attack. Hesse defended as well as he could, but the blindfold
player continued the attack most vigorously, and, when 34 moves were made, Hesse was obliged

to acknowledge defeat.
John S. Hilbert (cites Philadelphia Public Ledger, 1900.05.21, p19)
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Date: 1900.04.28
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA

(760)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 20)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Hesse,LO
Opening: [D05] Queen’s Pawn

Annotations: Kemeny (Philadelphia Public Ledger)

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e3 e6 4.Bd3 Bd6
5.Nbd2 0-0 6.0-0 Nbd7 7.e4 dxe4 8.Nxe4
Nxe4
Better perhaps was 8...e5. The text
move, in connection with ...Nf6 does
not seem satisfactory.
9.Bxe4 Nf6 10.Bgs h6 11.Bxfé Qxf6
12.Rel
Prevents Black from playing ...e5,
which would fairly equalize the
position. Should Black play ...e5,
then 13. dxe5 Bxe5 14. Nxe5 Qxe5
15. Bh7+ would win for White.
12...Rd8
Better was 12...Re8. The square d8
should be held for the other rook.
13.Qe2 c6 14.Radl Bd7 15.c3 Re8 16.Bc2
Rad8 17.Qe4 Kf8 18.Ne5
18. Qh7 would hardly have proved a

18...Bc8 19.f4 Qf5 20.Qe2 Qf6 21.94 Bxe5

22.fxe5 Qh4 23.Rf1 b6
In order to develop the Queen
bishop. The Black position, however,
is badly compromised, and White
will establish a winning attack on the
kingside.

24.Rf4 Re7 25.Rdfl Bd7 26.Qf3 Be8

27.Bg6 Rdd7 28.Kh1 Qg5 29.Be4 Rc7
Necessary to make room for the
Queen, White threatening h4.

30.Qg3 Red7 31.h4 Qd8 32.g5 h5 33.96 f5
There was no valid defense. White
threatened gxf7 and Bg6. The text
move loses at once. White replies
exf6. If then ...gxf6 is played by
Black, White continues Rxf6+ and
eventually Qe5.

34.exf6 1-0

success, Black may play ..Ke7
followed eventually by ...Rh8.

John S. Hilbert (cites Philadelphia Public Ledger, 1900.05.21, p19)

1900.04.30 Mon: Brooklyn, NY (Brooklyn Chess Club)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
12 games: 12 chess [+10=0-2]

Not satisfied with his record breaking feat in Philadelphia on Saturday, when he played twenty
games blindfolded and lost one, Chess Champion Pillsbury came to Brooklyn yesterday and
made a try for the speed record in twelve games, played under similar conditions at the Brooklyn
Chess Club. In this he likewise succeeded and in most impressive fashion, too, for starting at
8:45 o’clock, he wound up the last game two minutes before midnight, thus completing his task
in the remarkable fast time of three hours and thirteen minutes. His score was equally fine,
inasmuch as he won no less than ten of the games, losing the other two. In all, twenty players
opposed him, there being eight consulting pairs at that number of boards. One of the single
players, at Board No. 2, was young Howell, the Dutch Arms Club champion and against him
Pillsbury was seen at his best, as far as brilliancy and fast powers of combination are concerned.
Pillsbury selected an opening, involving the sacrifice of a Knight, and got up a grand attack, in
the course of which he simply toyed with the local expert.

There was a notable gathering of chess players present to witness the exhibition, including J. W.
Showalter, the Kentucky expert, who will accompany Pillsbury to Paris on Wednesday; Frank J.
Marshall, Brooklyn’s representative at the Paris tourney, and W. E. Napier, just back from
Europe. The last named, famous as the “boy champion,” has grown remarkably in height and is

now well over six feet tall.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.05.01, p18

H. N. Pillsbury, the American chess champion, gave a blindfold exhibition at the Brooklyn Chess
Club last night, wherein he conducted twelve games. At nearly every board he was opposed by
two or more players, consulting with each other, which naturally increased the difficulty of his
task. Exactly at 12 o’clock all was over. Pillsbury won ten games, losing on the seventh and
twelfth boards.

The single player called out his moves with lightning rapidity, and now and then verbally disclosed
some of his own designs or those of his opponents, greatly to the delight of the audience.
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The appended table gives the names of the players and the opening on each board.

1. Elwell and Napier Ruy Lopez.

2. Howell Hampee Allgaier.

3. A. Avery and Chase Queen's Gambit Declined.
4. Stevens and Corack French Defence.

5. Limbeck Sicilian.

6. Spowers Vienna.

7. Heuser and Rand Queen's Pawn Opening.

8. Russell and H. Avery King's Knight's Opening.
9. C. Helms and Linau Ruy Lopez.

10. Dr. Avery and Cosulick Vienna.

Queen's Gambit Declined.
King's Gambit Declined.

11. Murray and Slote
12. Bowman
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.05.04, p4

His performance last Monday in the Brooklyn Chess Club, when he conducted twelve games
without sight of men or boards against twenty men, was mere child’s play in comparison with his
record at Philadelphia. Now the American champion, in company with Showalter, has started for
the Paris tournament, which will begin on May 15. While the former represents the Franklin
Chess Club in the French metropolis, Showalter went as the candidate for the Manhattan Chess
Club, Marshall, the young champion of the Empire State, being sent by the Brooklyn Chess

Club.
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.05.07, p5

Scarcely taking time to rest after his record-breaking performance of twenty blindfold games at
Philadelphia, Harry N. Pillsbury journeyed to Brooklyn April 30 and engaged in a novel sans
Voir contest against twenty opponents at twelve boards—four single players and eight pairs. He
won 10, lost 2, in the remarkable time of three hours and thirteen minutes. A notable gathering of
chess players witnessed the exhibition, among them J. W. Showalter, the Kentucky expert, and
F.J. Marshall, the Brooklyn crack. At board 2 was C. S. Howell, the young champion of the
Dutch Arms club, and against him Pillsbury was seen at his best for brilliancy and rapid power of
combination. The opening selected involved the sacrifice of a knight, and a grand attack
followed, in which Pillsbury simply toyed with his opponent. The game (Hampee-Allgaier-

Thorold gambit) follows:
Chicago Tribune, 1900.05.13, p20

Date: 1900.04.30 (761)
Site: USA Brooklyn, NY

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Howell,CS

Opening: [C25] Vienna

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.h4
g4 6.Ng5 h6 7.Nxf7 Kxf7 8.d4 d5 9.Bxf4
Bg7 10.Be3 Bf6 11.g3 dxe4 12.Bc4+ Kg7
13.0-0 Bxd4 14.Rf7+ Kg6 15.h5+ Kxh5

16.Rg7 Ne5 17.Bxd4 Ng6 18.Kg2 Rh7
19.Qh1+ Nh4+ 20.Qxh4+ Qxh4 21.Bf7#
1-0

Brooklyn Daily Standard Union, 1900.05.01, p9
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.05.01, p18

Date: 1900.04.30
Site: USA Brooklyn, NY

(762)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 6)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Spowers,JJ
Opening: [C25] Vienna

1l.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 exfd 4.Nf3 Be7
5.Bc4 Bh4+ 6.93 fxg3 7.0-0 gxh2+ 8.Khl
Nh6 9.d4 Na5 10.Bd3 0-0 11.Nd5 Ng4
12.e5 Nf2+ 13.Rxf2 Bxf2 14.Bxh7+ Kh8

15.Ng5 g6 16.Qfl Bh4 17.Qh3 Kg7
18.Qxh4 Rh8 19.Ne6+ fxe6 20.Qh6+ Kf7
21.Qxg6+ Kf8 22.Bh6# 1-0

Brooklyn Daily Standard Union, 1900.05.01, p9
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Date: 1900.04.30
Site: USA Brooklyn, NY

(763)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 12)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Bowman,JHF
Opening: [C34] King’s Gambit

1.e4 e5 2.f4 Nc6 3.Nf3 exf4 4.d4 d5 5.exd5
Qxd5 6.Nc3 Bb4 7.Bxf4 Nge7 8.Bd3 0-0
9.0-0 Bxc3 10.bxc3 Bg4 11.Bxc7 Rac8
12.Bg3 Nf5 13.Bxf5 Bxf5 14.Nel Na5
15.Nd3 Rxc3 16.Qd2 Rfc8 17.Qg5 Qxd4+

21.cxd3 R3c5 22.Rb1 b6 23.Rf4 Nc6 24.a4
Rd5 25.Rc4 Rxd3 26.Rbcl Rd6 27.a5
bxa5 28.Bxa5 h6 29.Bb4 Re6 30.Bc5 Nab
31.Ra4 Nb3 32.Rc3 Nxc5 33.Rxa7 Rel+
34.Kf2 Ne4+ 35.Kxel Nxc3 0-1

18.Bf2 Qf6 19.Qxf6 gxf6 20.Bel Bxd3
Brooklyn Daily Standard Union, 1900.05.01, p9

May, 1900

1900.05.02 Wed: New York, NY
e Afternoon: Sails for Antwerp on the Noordland

The three American chess experts who will represent this country in the international chess
masters’ tournament, beginning at Paris on May 15, Harry N. Pillsbury, Jackson W. Showalter
and Frank J. Marshall, sailed for Europe to-day. The last named, who goes as the representative
of the Brooklyn Chess Club, was a passenger on board the steamship St. Louis of the American
line, which left her pier at 10 A.M. [...]

Two hours later Pillsbury and Showalter, who are booked by the steamship Noordland of the
Red Star line, followed Marshall to the scene of the contest. Pillsbury is going as the
representative of the Franklin Chess Club of Philadelphia. On every previous occasion the

champion has gone under the auspices of the Brooklyn Chess Club.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.05.02, p3

H. N. Pillsbury and J. W. Showalter, the chess experts, sailed for Europe yesterday on the steamer
Noordland. Marshall went on the St. Louis. All three are bound for Paris to take part in the

international chess tournament, which is open to twenty-four recognized master chess players.
New York Times, 1900.05.03, p13

1900.05.12 Sat: Atlantic Ocean (Noordland)
e Morning: Noordland passes Lizard Point en route to Antwerp

Lizard, May 12—Noordland, New York for Antwerp, passed this morning.
London Daily News, 1900.05.14, p7

1900.05.13 Sun: Antwerp, Belgium
e Arrives in Antwerp

Movements of Ocean Steamships.
Special Dispatch to The Inter Ocean.
New York, May 13.—...]

Arrived out: [...] Noordland, from New York, at Antwerp.
Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 1900.05.14, p3

1900.05.15 Tue: Paris, France
e Afternoon: Paris Exposition Tournament meeting

Paris, May 16—Seventeen of the world’s leading chess masters were on hand yesterday
afternoon at the time that the Paris International tournament was scheduled to began [sic; begin].
Owing to the fact, however, that the code of rules to govern the contest had first to be submitted
to the approval of the competitors, and inasmuch as Wednesday is not a regular play day, it was

decided to postpone the opening of the event until 2 o’clock to-morrow afternoon.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.05.16, p16
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The entries to the Paris International Tourney (commencing May 14th) up till last Saturday
were.—Lasker, Pillsbury, Janowski, Tschigorin, Schlechter, Burn, Maroczy, Alapin, Mieses,
Mason, Lee, Marshall, Marco, Mortimer, Dr Brody, Didier, Lebedieff, Showalter, Rosen, and
Sterling. There are several new names amoungst these, and the most conspicuous absentees are
Blackburne and Steinitz. Play takes place each Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, at the
Grand Cercle, 16 Boulevard Montmartre, between the hours of 2 and 7 P.M., and 9 and
midnight. Chief prizes are:—4 Sevres vases presented by Government, with 5000, 2500, 2000,

and 1500 francs respectively in addition. The fifth prize is 1500 francs, and the sixth 1000 francs.
Falkirk Herald and Midland Counties Journal, 1900.05.16, p8

1900.05.17 Thu: Paris, France
e Afternoon: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 1)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, May 17.
The players in the International Chess Tournament in the first day’s play were pitted against each
other in the following manner:—{...]

Pillsbury (White) against Showalter (Black). [...]

Play began at three and lasted till a quarter-past seven, when it was adjourned till half-past nine.
Only one game was decided, that of Mortimer against Marschall [sic; Marshall], in which

Mortimer lost, after a brilliant defence.
London Standard, 1900.05.18, p5

(From our correspondent.)

Paris, May 18.
Seventeen players are competing in the International Tournament, organised under the auspices
of the Grand Cercle, who have added money prizes to four Sévres vases given by the French
Government. The players have been received with great courtesy by the members of the Cercle
and M. Alfred Geibel (President). At a meeting which has been held, the players were present to
discuss and modify the rules of the programme; and at an inaugural dinner, which was
numerously attended, the President welcomed the players in the Salon. M. Moysen proposed the
toast of the evening, to which Mr. Mortimer, the senior competitor, replied. The orchestra of the
Garde Républicaine, under the direction of M. H. J. Pares, was in attendance.

Play commenced yesterday. Although the pairing for the whole tournament has been made out,
the round for each day is only posted at one o’clock, an hour before play begins. The following is
the result of the First Round:—...] Pillsbury v. Showalter (Queen’s Gambit declined),
draw; [...]

The drawn games under the rules have to be played over again to-morrow (an off day), and the
second draw only counts one-half each. There is no doubt that this rule works in favour of the
favourites. Burn, for instance, offered a draw to Brody three times, but the latter declined and
tried for a win, so as to avoid playing a second game, in which Burn would have been White; and
Schlechter could draw easily with Lasker, and tried to win for the same reason, and with similar

result, Showalter had the best of it with Pillsbury, but after a hard fight a draw was the result.
London Standard, 1900.05.21, p2

Last night Pillsbury and Showalter played a drawn game after eight hours’ play and seventy-one moves.
London Standard, 1900.05.19, p5

Date: 1900.05.17 (764)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 1)

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Showalter,JW

Opening: [D60] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3
0-0 6.Nf3 Nbd7 7.Bd3 c6 8.0-0 h6 9.Bh4
dxc4 10.Bxc4 Nd5 11.Bg3 N7b6 12.Bb3
Bd6 13.Bxd6 Qxd6 14.Ne4 Qe7 15.Rcl
Nd7 16.Nc5 N5f6 17.Nxd7 Bxd7 18.Qd3
Rfd8 19.Bc2 Be8 20.Bbl Rac8 21.e4 Nd7
22.e5 Nf8 23.Qc3 b6 24.b4 c5 25.dxc5
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bxc5 26.bxc5 Rd5 27.Be4 Rdxc5 28.Qa3
Bb5 29.Rfel Qc7 30.Rxc5 Qxc5 31.Qxc5
Rxc5 32.Nd2 g5 33.g3 Kg7 34.f4 gxf4
35.gxf4 Ng6 36.Nb3 Rc3 37.Nd4 Bc4
38.Bxg6 Kxg6 39.Kf2 Rd3 40.Rgl+ Kh7
41.Nc6 Bd5 42.Ne7 Ra3 43.Nxd5 exd5 44.f5
Rxa2+ 45.Ke3 Ra4 46.f6 Re4+ 47.Kf3 Rxeb



Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

48.Rg7+ Kh8 49.Rxf7 Rf5+ 50.Kg4 Rf2 | 51.Rxa7 Rxf6 52.Rd7 (...) ¥2-%
Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp292-293

1900.05.18 Fri: Paris, France
e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 2)

(From our correspondent.)
Paris, May 18.
The following is the result of the Second Round up to the first adjournment at 6.30:—...]

Tchigorin v. Pillsbury (Petroff’s Defence).
London Standard, 1900.05.21, p2

Paris, May 18.
The players pitted against each other to-day in the International Chess Tournament were [...]
Tchigorin against Pillsbury [...]

By six o’clock, when playing was interrupted, four games had been decided, Lasker defeating
Didier, Janowski defeating Mortimer, Pillsbury defeating Tchigorin, and Burn defeating
Sterling. [...]

Pillsbury, who won in forty-five moves, used Petroff’s Defence. [...]
The rules of the tournament are that thirty moves must be made within the first two hours, and

fifteen moves in the following and successive hours.—Reuter.
London Standard, 1900.05.19, p5

(From our correspondent.)
Paris, May 18.
Continuing the Second Round, which was left at the midday adjournment [...]

Tchigorin could have drawn his game without much difficulty. He selected, however, a variation
which, as he thought, gave him a double chance, and he also lost. Pillsbury admitted drawing

chances.
London Standard, 1900.05.22, p4

Date: 1900.05.18 (765)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 2)

White: Chigorin,MI

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C43] Russian

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6é 3.d4 Nxed4 4.Bd3 d5
5.Nxe5 Bd6 6.0-0 0-0 7.c4 c6 8.Nc3 Nxc3
9.bxc3 Nd7 10.f4 Nfé 11.Qc2 dxcd
12.Nxc4 Be6 13.Nxd6 Qxd6 14.f5 Bd5
15.Bf4 Qd7 16.c4 Bed4 17.Be5 Bxd3
18.Qxd3 Ng4 19.Qg3 Nxe5 20.dxe5 Qd4+

21.Kh1 Kh8 22.Radl Qxc4 23.Rf4 Rad8
24Rel Rd4 25f6 Rg8 26.Rxd4 Qxd4
2766 fxe6 28.f7 RS 29.RfL Qd8 30.Qe3 5
31.Qxa7 Qe7 32.h3 g6 33.Qa5 Kg7 34.Rel
Rxf7 35.Rxe5 RfL+ 36.Kh2 Qd6 0-1

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.06.17, p9

(gives 26.e6 fxe6 27.Rxd4 Qxd4; ends 37.g3 Rf2+ 38.Kh1 Qd1+ 39.Rel Qf3+)

New York Sun, 1900.06.17, Section 11, p11 (same as Eagle)
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.06.17, p7 (same as Eagle)
Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp144-145

1900.05.19 Sat: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (replay day)

(From our correspondent.)

Paris, May 109.

[...] Only draws and adjourned games are being played to-day. [...]

Showalter and Pillsbury adjourned in a position each two Rooks and an equal number of Pawns.
Pillsbury defended the Ruy Lopez with L’Hermet’s variation.

London Standard, 1900.05.22, p4
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(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Paris, May 19.

Only five games were begun to-day, and three decided, at the International Chess

Tournament. [...]

The games of Showalter against Pillsbury and Didier against Rosen will be resumed at nine.

There will be no play to-morrow.

London Standard, 1900.05.21, p2

Date: 1900.05.19
Site: FRA Paris

(766)

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 1 replay)

White: Showalter,JW
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxe4
5.d4 Nd6 6.dxe5 Nxb5 7.a4 d6 8.e6 Bxe6
9.axb5 Ne5 10.Ng5 Bc4 11.Rel Be7
12.Na3 Bxg5 13.Nxc4 Bxcl 14.Nxe5 0-0
15.Rxcl dxe5 16.Qxd8 Rfxd8 17.Rxe5 Kf8
18.Rc5 Rd7 19.g3 a5 20.Ral b6 21.Rc6
Re8 22.Ra4 Rel+ 23.Kg2 Ke8 24.b4 Re5

25.c4 axb4 26.Rxb4 Re6 27.c5 bxch
28.Rxc5 Kd8 29.Ra4 Kc8 30.Rc6 Rdd6
31.Rc2 Kb7 32.Rca2 Kb6 33.Ra7 Rd7
34.R2a5 Rde7 35.R7a6+ Kb7 36.Ra7+
Kc8 37.Ra8+ Kd7 38.Rh8 Rh6 39.Raa8
Rb6 40.Rhd8+ Ke6 41.Ra6 Rxab 42.bxab
c6 43.Ra8 Kdb6 44.Rd8+ Kc5 45.Rb8 ¥2-Y»

Wiener Schachzeitung, v3 n6, June 1900, pp123-124 (misdated 5/17)

Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp74-75

1900.05.21 Mon: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 3)

Paris, Monday.

Pillsbury had to stand by to see some of his rivals score in the third round of the tournament

played to-day.

Yorkshire Post, 1900.05.22, p9

1900.05.22 Tue: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 4)

(From our correspondent.)

Paris, May 22.

The result of the fourth round, played to-day, is as follows:—]...]

Pillsbury v. Schlechter (Ruy Lopez)—adjourned. [...]

By six o’clock only three games were going—Maroczy’s, Pillsbury’s and Lasker’s [...]

There will be on play on Ascension-day.

London Standard, 1900.05.24, p6

Date: 1900.05.22
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 4)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Schlechter, CAH
Opening: [C84] Spanish

(767)

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bad Nf6
5.0-0 Be7 6.Nc3 b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.d3 Na5
9.h3 0-0 10.Ne2 ¢5 11.c3 Nxb3 12.axb3 d5
13.Qc2 Qc7 14.Ng3 dxe4 15.dxe4 h6
16.Nh4 Re8 17.Nhf5 Bf8 18.c4 Bb7 19.Ne3
g6 20.Nd5 Nxd5 21.cxd5 c4 22.Be3 Rac8
23.Rfcl Qd7 24.bxc4 Rxcd 25.Qd2 Rxcl+

26.Rxcl h5 27.Bc5 Bg7 28.b4 Kh7 29.Rc3
Rc8 30.Ne2 Qd8 31.Ncl a5 32.Nb3 axb4
33.Bxb4 Rc4 34.Rxc4 bxcd 35.Na5 Bab
36.d6 Qd7 37.Qd5 Bb5 38.Nxc4 Bc6
39.Nb6 Qb7 40.Qc5 Bxe4 41.d7 Bf6
42.Qf8 Qxb6 43.Qxf7+ Kh6 44.Bf8+ 1-0

Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp106-107

1900.05.25 Fri: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 5)
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(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, May 25.
The following games in the International Chess Tournament were played to-day:—{...]

Didier against Pillsbury [...]

Didier, who opened with the Ruy Lopez, had a winning game until, through an oversight, he got
his Queen into danger, and Pillsbury seizing the opportunity, obtained such an advantage that

Didier resigned at the twenty-ninth move.
London Standard, 1900.05.26, p5

(From our correspondent.)
Paris, May 25.
To-day the fifth round is in progress. The most interesting game has been between Didier and
Pillsbury. The impetuous Frenchman sacrificed a Pawn for the attack, and played with lightning
rapidity. While Lasker v. Maroczy, Showalter v. Burn, and Marshall v. Brody, toiled through
five moves, Didier and Pillsbury were at their twentieth! Didier has a fine attack, but Pillsbury a
Pawn plus; but the position must be worth more than the Pawn. [...]

Didier, with a dead-man game, left his Queen en prise in the heat of the attack, and resigned
immediately. [...] Didier was, naturally, much disconcerted at first, but consoled himself with

the moral victory.
London Standard, 1900.05.28, p9

Date: 1900.05.25 (768)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 5)

White: Didier,L

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxe4 5.d4 20.Ra6 Qc8 21.Bxf6 gxf6 22.Ra3 Re8
Nd6 6.dxe5 Nxb5 7.a4 d6 8.e6 Bxe6 9.axb5 23.Rf1 Re4 24.Qh5 Qf8 25.Ne2 d5 26.Ng3
Ne5 10.Nd4 Bd7 11.Nc3 Be7 12.f4 Ng4 Re5 27.Qh4 Qc5+ 28.Khl Qc4 29.Raf3
13.Nd5 0-0 14.f5 Nf6 15.Nxe7+ Qxe7 16.Rel Qxh4 0-1

Qd8 17.Bg5 h6 18.Bh4 c5 19.bxc6 bxc6

_ London Standard, 1900.05.28, p9
Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, p101

1900.05.28 Mon: Paris, France
e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 6)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, May 28.

The players to-day were Pillsbury against Maroczy |[...]
London Standard, 1900.05.29, p3

(From our correspondent.)
Paris, May 28.
The Sixth Round in the International Tournament at the Paris Grand Cercle, is being played to-
day in the following order:—Pillsbury v. Maroczy (French Defence) [...]

At the time of writing (close upon six o’clock) [...] Pillsbury has a strong attack, Maroczy

defending well [...]
London Standard, 1900.05.30, p8

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, May 29.
In yesterday evening’s play, Pilsbury [sic; Pillsbury], Tschigorin, Mason, Burn, and Marshall
won the games which they were playing against Maroczy, Marco, Sterling, Schlecter [sic;

Schlechter], and Lasker respectively.
London Standard, 1900.05.30, p8

(From our correspondent.)
Paris, May 29.
The games adjourned when yesterday’s report was despatched resulted:—

Pillsbury beat Maroczy [...]

111



Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Pillsbury let Maroczy off after the adjournment, and the latter had a fair chance of winning; but,
having exhausted his time, he had to move without reflection, and Pillsbury got him into a forced

mating position.

London Standard, 1900.05.31, p8

Date: 1900.05.28
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 6)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Maréczy,G
Opening: [CO5] French

(769)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.e5 Nfd7 5.f4
c5 6.c3 Nc6 7.Ngf3 Be7 8.Bd3 Qb6 9.dxc5
Nxc5 10.Nb3 Nxb3 11.axb3 Bd7 12.b4 Rc8
13.Qe2 a6 14.Be3 Qc7 15.Qf2 Nb8 16.Bb6
Qc6 17.0-0 0-0 18.Ra5 5 19.Khl Rce8
20.Bc5 Qc7 21.Bxe7 Rxe7 22.g4 Nc6
23.Raal fxg4 24.Qh4 g6 25.Qxg4 Rg7

26.h4 Ne7 27.Nd4 Nf5 28.Bxf5 gxf5
29.0h5 Qd8 30.Rgl Rff7 31.Qh6 Qe7
32.Nf3 Kh8 33.Kh2 Rf8 34.h5 Rg4 35.Ng5
Rxf4 36.Nf7+ Qxf7 37.Qxf4 Qxh5+
38.Kg3 Qe2 39.Kh4 Rc8 40.Rael Qxb2
41.Kh3 Rxc3+ 42.Rg3 Rc2 43.Rhl Rc8

44.Qh6 1-0
Wiener Schachzeitung, v3 n6, June 1900, pp128-129

Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp256-257 (gives the mate; dated 25th)

1900.05.29 Tue: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 7)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Paris, May 29. [...]
7.0 P.M.

The players to-day were:—...] Pillsbury against Mason [...]

London Standard, 1900.05.30, p8

(From our correspondent.)

Paris, May 29.

[...] The following is the pairing of the Seventh Round, now in progress:—I...]

Pillsbury v. Mason (French Defence). [...]

London Standard, 1900.05.31, p8

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Paris, May 30.

In yesterday evening’s play Pillsbury, Schlechter, and Lasker won the games which they were
playing against Mason, Janowsky, and Rosen respectively.

London Standard, 1900.05.30, p8

Date: 1900.05.29
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 7)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Mason,J
Opening: [C13] French

(770)

1.d4 e6 2.e4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7
5.Bxf6 Bxf6 6.Nf3 0-0 7.Bd3 dxe4 8.Bxed
c5 9.dxc5 Qa5 10.0-0 Qxc5 11.Qd3 g6
12.Ne2 Bg7 13.Qb3 Nd7 14.c3 Nf6 15.Ng3
Rb8 16.Radl Bd7 17.Rfel Rfd8 18.h3 Qa5
19.Bc2 Qc7 20.Ne5 Be8 21.Ng4 Nxg4
22.hxg4 Rxdl 23.Bxdl Be5 24.Nfl Bc6
25.Qc4 Qd6 26.Bf3 Bxf3 27.gxf3 Bf4
28.Qa4d a6 29.Rd1 Qe5 30.Rd4 g5 31.Kg2
Qc7 32.Qd1 Qb6 33.Nd2 Rd8 34.Nb3

Rxd4 35.Qxd4 Qxd4 36.Nxd4 Kf8 37.Nb3
b6 38.a4 Ke8 39.a5 bxa5 40.Nxab Kd7
41.Kfl Bcl 42.Nc4 Kc6 43.Ne5+ Kdb5
44.Nd3 Bf4 45.Nxf4+ gxf4 46.b3 h6
47.Kg2 e5 48.Kh3 e4 49.c4+ Ke5 50.fxe4
Kxe4 51.c5 Kd5 52.b4 a5 53.bxa5 Kxc5
54.Kh4 Kb5 55.Kh5 Kxa5 56.Kxh6 Kb5
57.Kgs Kc5 58.Kxf4 Kdé6 59.Kf5 Ke7
60.g5 1-0

Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp251-253

1900.05.31 Thu: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 8)
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(From our special correspondent.)
Paris, May 31.
Some surprises are in store in to-day’s round, the eighth; anyhow, there are indications of
doubtful issues at the boards of Lasker and Pillsbury. The following is the pairing:—{...]

Pillsbury v. Mieses (Sicilian Defence). Draw. [...]

Mieses sacrificed the exchange with Pillsbury for the attack. It looked gloomy for a time, but he
gave the exchange back, and the position is now (close upon five o’clock), Q, R, and Kt, against
Q, R. and B, and even Pawns; Pillsbury’s position is a shade preferable. It was a fine game,
which Mieses could have drawn at one stage. [...]

Pillsbury had to draw with Mieses at half-past five, the game to be replayed on Saturday.
London Standard, 1900.06.02, p9

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 1.
Yesterday evening Lasker and Marshall won the games which they were playing against Marco
and Sterling respectively.

The games between Tchigorin and Burn, and between Pillsbury and Mieses, resulted in draws,

which will be replayed to-morrow.
London Standard, 1900.06.02, p9

Date: 1900.05.31 (771)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 8)

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Mieses,J

Opening: [B45] Sicilian

l.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 18.Ra2 Be6 19.Rd2 Re8 20.0-0 Bb3
5.Nc3 Nc6 6.Ndb5 Bb4 7.a3 Bxc3+ 8.Nxc3 21.Qb1 Bd5 22.Bd1l Bxg2 23.Kxg2 Qg5+
d5 9.exd5 exd5 10.Bgs 0-0 11.Be2 d4 24.Khl Qxd2 25.Bg4 Qf4 26.Rgl f5
12.Ne4 Qab+ 13.b4 Qe5 14.Nxf6+ gxf6 27.Bh5 Nf3 28.Bxf3 Qxf3+ 29.Rg2 Re2
15.Bh6 d3 16.cxd3 Nd4 17.Bxf8 Kxf8 30.Qcl1 Qxd3 31.Qc5+ Re7 32.Qc8+ Y-

Wiener Schachzeitung, v3 n8/9, August-September 1900, pp163-164
Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp234-235 (ends 32...Re8)

June, 1900

1900.06.01 Fri: Paris, France
e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 9)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 1. [...]
Evening.
The players to-day were:—...] Mortimer against Pillsbury [...]

Pillsbury won in 31 moves against Mortimer, who played the Petroff Defence.
London Standard, 1900.06.02, p9

(From our correspondent.)
Paris, June 1.
The Ninth Round in the Paris Tournament to-day resulted as follows:—

Mortimer v. Pillsbury (Sicilian Defence), Pillsbury won. [...]

Mortimer made a bad stand against Pillsbury, so there was little sport in the game.
London Standard, 1900.06.04, p8

Date: 1900.06.01 (772)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 9)

White: Mortimer,J

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [B33] Sicilian
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1.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.Nc3 e5 7.a3 Bc5 8.Bd3 0-0
9.0-0 d5 10.Bg5 Be6 11.Qf3 h6 12.Bxf6
Qxf6 13.Qxf6 gxf6 14.Ne2 a5 15.Khl
Rab8 16.b3 Rfd8 17.f4 dxe4 18.Bxe4 f5

19.Bd3 e4 20.Bc4 Rd2 21.Ng3 Rxc2
22.Rfd1 Bxc4 23.bxc4 Rbb2 24.Rd8+ Kh7
25.Nh5 Kg6 26.h3 Kxh5 27.Rg8 Be3
28.Rf1 Kh4 29.Rh8 Rxg2 30.Rxh6+ Kg3
0-1

Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp212-213

1900.06.02 Sat: Paris, France
e Paris Exposition Tournament (replay day)

(From our correspondent.) [...]

June 2.
Three draws from the Eighth Round, Lasker v. Marco, Mieses v. Pillsbury, and Burn v.
Tchigorin are being played to-day, as well as one game from yesterday’s round, Brody v. Rosen.
Mieses played his favourite Vienna opening, allowing Pillsbury to leave him with a triple Pawn
on the QB file. This must be an inferior variation, on principle anyhow, if it comes to an end
game. The three other games are all heavy Queen’s Pawn openings. Close upon five o’clock
Mieses had lost two of his triple Pawns, and fought a hopeless ending with four Pawns and

Bishop against six Pawns and Knight. [...] By 6.30 both Burn and Mieses resigned.
London Standard, 1900.06.04, p8

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 2. [...]
In the International Chess Tournament to-day the players were:—Mieses against Pillsbury [...]

Mieses opened with the Giuoco Piano, but he was unsuccessful, and Pillsbury won at the 47th

move.
London Standard, 1900.06.04, p8

Date: 1900.06.02 (773)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 8 replay)

White: Mieses,J

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C26] Vienna

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.Bc4 Bb4 4.d3 Nc6
5.Nge2 d5 6.exd5 Nxd5 7.0-0 Be6 8.f4
Nxc3 9.Nxc3 Bxc4 10.dxc4 Bxc3 11.bxc3
Qxd1 12.Rxd1 0-0 13.Rb1 b6 14.Rd7 Rac8
15.Rb5 Rfe8 16.Ba3 exf4 17.Rf5 Ne5
18.Rd4 c¢5 19.Rdxf4 Rcd8 20.Re4 f6
21.Rf2 Rd1+ 22.Rfl Red8 23.Bcl Rxfl+

24 Kxfl Rd1+ 25.Rel Rxel+ 26.Kxel Kf7
27.Bf4 Ke6 28.Ke2 g5 29.Bcl Kf5 30.h3
Ke4 31.Be3 Nxc4 32.Bf2 f5 33.h4 g4 34.g3
h5 35.Bel Ne3 36.Bd2 Nxc2 37.Bf4 Na3
38.Bb8 a6 39.Ba7 Nc4 40.Bb8 Ne5 41.a4
Nc4 42.Ba7 a5 43.Bb8 Nb2 44.Kd2 c4
45.Bc7 Nxa4 46.Kc2 Kf3 47.Kd2 Nc5 0-1

Wiener Schachzeitung, v3 n7, July 1900, pp148-149 (misdated 6/9)
Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp198-199 (ends 44.Kd2 Nxa4)

1900.06.05 Tue: Paris, France
e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 10)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 5.

The players to-day were:—]...] Janowsky against Pillsbury [...]
London Standard, 1900.06.06, p4

(From our correspondent.) [...]

Paris, June 5.
Yesterday there was no play. To-day the Tenth Round was played in a broiling hot atmosphere,
regular Paris weather for the first time. In spite of the two days’ rest, some of the players were
very late, and when time was called only three boards were complete. The stragglers put in
appearance gradually, and by 2.30 everything was in full swing. The following is the

pairing:—{...]
Janowsky v. Pillsbury, Petroff’s Defence. [...]
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Up to close upon six o’clock only two games were finished, Lasker v. Sterling and Tchigorin v.
Mason; but at the last moment three more were concluded—Mortimer v. Didier, Burn v.

Maroczy, and Showalter v. Brody. [...] Janowsky has the inferior game with Pillsbury [...]
London Standard, 1900.06.07, p6

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 6.
In yesterday evening’s play James [sic; Georg] Marco and Pillsbury won the games in which

they were engaged with Mieses and Janowsky respectively.
London Standard, 1900.06.07, p6

Date: 1900.06.05 (774)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 10)

White: Janowski, DM

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C49] Four Knights

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nfé 3.Nc3 Nc6 4.Bb5 Bb4
5.0-0 0-0 6.d3 Bxc3 7.bxc3 d6 8.Rel Bd7
9.Rbl Re8 10.Bg5 h6 11.Bh4 a6 12.Ba4
Rb8 13.Kh1l Ne7 14.Bb3 Ng6 15.Bg3 Bg4
16.h3 Bh5 17.Re3 Nf4 18.Bxf4 exf4 19.Rel
Qd7 20.Kh2 Kh8 21.Qd2 Bxf3 22.gxf3
Re5 23.Rhl Rh5 24.Kg2 Rh4 25.Rbgl

Nh7 26.Kfl Ng5 27.Rg4 Rxh3 28.Rxh3
Nxh3 29.Rh4 g5 30.Rh5 g4 31.Rxh6+ Kg7
32.Rh5 gxf3 33.Rf5 6 34.c4 Re8 35.Qb4
c5 36.Qb6 Kf7 37.Rd5 Qg4 38.Kel Nxf2
39.Rxd6 Rxed+ 40.Kd2 Re2+ 41.Kcl Re6
42.Qxb7+ Re7 43.Qd5+ Kg7 44.Rd8 Qe6

45.0Qh5 Qel+ 0-1
Wiener Schachzeitung, v3 n7, July 1900, pp147-148

Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp141-143 (gives the mate)

1900.06.07 Thu: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 11)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Paris, June 7.

The players to-day were:—...] Pillsbury against Marshall [...]

The following games were finished:—][...] Pillsbury, who played the Petroff Defence against

Marshall, won in 31 moves [...]

London Standard, 1900.06.08, p3

(From our correspondent.)

Pairing of the Eleventh Round:—...]

Paris, June 7.

Pillsbury v. Marshall, Petroff’s Defence. Marshall won. [...]

Almost every game in the above round presented some interesting feature. In the first instance
the game between Tchigorin and Janowsky, which terminated so suddenly in favor of Tchigorin,
was lost by Janowsky in the opening [...] and Pillsbury lost with Marshall, also, through a weak

move in the opening [...]

London Standard, 1900.06.12, p8

Date: 1900.06.07
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 11)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Marshall,FJ
Opening: [C43] Russian

(775)

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.d4 d5 4.exd5 exd4
5.Bc4 Bb4+ 6.c3 Qe7+ 7.Be2 dxc3 8.bxc3
Bc5 9.0-0 0-0 10.c4 Re8 11.Bd3 Bg4
12.Bb2 Ned 13.Nbd2 Nxf2 14.Rxf2 Bxf2+
15.Kxf2 Qe3+ 16.Kg3 Qxd3 17.Kxg4 Re2

18.Kh3 Nd7 19.Rcl h5 20.Qc2 Nc5 21.g3
g5 22.g4 Rxd2 23.Qxd3 Rxd3 24.Rc3 f5
25.Kg2 fxg4 26.Nxg5 Rd2+ 27.Kg3 Rxb2
28.h3 Rf8 29.hxg4 hxg4 30.Kxg4 Rff2 0-1

Wiener Schachzeitung, v3 n6, June 1900, pp130-131
Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp135-136

1900.06.08 Fri: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 12)
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(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 8. [...]
The players this afternoon were:—{...] Pillsbury against Marco.

The following games were finished:—...] Pillsbury, who also played the Queen’s opening, beat

Marco in 24 moves.
London Standard, 1900.06.09, p3

(From our correspondent.) [...]
June 8.
Pairing in the Twelfth Round:—...] Pillsbury v. Marco (QP Opening), Pillsbury won. [...]

Brody had no difficult task to beat Sterling, and Marco was caught napping for the first time in
this tournament, Pillsbury alluring him into a pretty variation, and Marco walked unsuspectingly
into the trap, finding it out when too late to escape. Pillsbury played the same variation against

Lipke in Vienna.
London Standard, 1900.06.12, p8

Date: 1900.06.08 (776)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 12)

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Marco,G

Opening: [D55] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3 17.Qh4 bxc3 18.Nxd7 Qxd7 19.Rxf6 a5
0-0 6.Nf3 b6 7.Bd3 Bb7 8.cxd5 exd5 9.Ne5 20.Rafl Ra6 21.Bxg6 fxg6 22.Rxf8+ Bxf8
Nbd7 10.f4 c5 11.0-0 c4 12.Bc2 a6 13.Qf3 23.Rxf8+ Kxf8 24.Qh8+ Kf7 25.Qh7+ 1-0

b5 14.Qh3 g6 15.f5 b4 16.fxg6 hxgé

Wiener Schachzeitung, v3 n8/9, August-September 1900, pp167-168
Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, p315 (ends 23.Rxf8+)

1900.06.11 Mon: Paris, France
e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 13)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 11.

The players in the International Chess Tournament to-day were:—{...] Burn against Pillsbury.
London Standard, 1900.06.12, p8

(By our correspondent.)
Paris, June 11.
The tournament drawing to a close, spectators have arrived early in the expectation that Pillsbury
and Lasker would be drawn as opponents. This was also the case this morning; but Lasker was
drawn against Mortimer, and Pillsbury v. Burn, so they consoled themselves with the following
menu:—{...]

Burn v. Pillsbury (Queen’s Gambit declined). [...]

Pillsbury took the counter attack with Burn early in the game, and kept it up by sacrificing the
exchange so as to fix Burn’s King at K sq. [...]

Later.
The games were adjourned as anticipated, Pillsbury’s position in the meantime becoming worse.

He is now trying for a draw with a Rook behind.
London Standard, 1900.06.13, p3

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 12.

In yesterday evening’s play [...] Burn won his game against Pillsbury [...]
London Standard, 1900.06.13, p3

(By our correspondent.)
Paris, June 12. [...]
The following is the result of yesterday’s adjourned games:—Pillsbury lost with Burn, as

expected. The game was over soon after resuming play.
London Standard, 1900.06.14, p2
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Date: 1900.06.11
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 13)

White: Burn,A
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [D55] Queen’s Gambit Declined

(777)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 Be7 5.Bg5
0-0 6.3 Ne4 7.Bf4 f5 8.Rc1 c6 9.Qb3 Nd7
10.h3 g5 11.Bh2 Bf6 12.Bd3 Kh8 13.g4
Bg7 14.cxd5 exd5 15.gxf5 Qe7 16.Bxe4
dxe4 17.Nd2 Nb6 18.Ndxe4 Bxf5 19.Bd6
Qd7 20.Bxf8 Rxf8 21.Nxgb Qe7 22.h4
Bxd4 23.Ne2 Be5 24.e4 Bg4 25.f3 Bh5
26.f4 Bxf4 27.Nxf4 Rxf4 28.Qc3+ Kg8
29.Rgl Bg4 30.Qb3+ Kh8 31.Rfl Nd5

32.Rxf4 Nxf4 33.Qc3+ Kg8 34.Qc4+ Beb
35.Nxe6 Qxh4+ 36.Kd2 Qf2+ 37.Kc3
Qg3+ 38.Kc2 b5 39.Qd4 Nxe6 40.Qgl
Qxgl 41.Rxgl+ Kf7 42.Rfl+ Ke7 43.Kd3
ab 44.Ke3 Nc5 45.Rh1 Na4 46.Rxh7+ Kd6
47.Rh2 c¢5 48.Kf4 c4 49.e5+ Kd7 50.Kf5
b4 51.Rh7+ Kd8 52.e6 Nc5 53.Kf6 Ne4+
54.Ke5 Nf2 55.Ra7 ¢3 56.e7+ 1-0

Wiener Schachzeitung, v3 n7, July 1900, pp153-154
Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp294-296

1900.06.12 Tue: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 14)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Paris, June 12. [...]
Evening.

The players this afternoon were:—Sterling v. Pillsbury [...]

The following games were finished:—Pillsbury won, Sterling resigning at the thirty-ninth move

(Sicilian Defence) [...]

London Standard, 1900.06.13, p3

(By our correspondent.)

Paris, June 12. [...]

The following is the pairing and result of the Round (the 14th):—Sterling v. Pillsbury (Sicilian

Defence); Pillsbury won; [...]

London Standard, 1900.06.14, p2

Date: 1900.06.12
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 14)

White: Sterling, MM
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [B56] Sicilian

(778)

1.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nc3 d6 6.Bb5 Bd7 7.0-0 g6 8.Be3 Bg7
9.Nxc6 bxc6 10.Bd3 0-0 11.Qd2 Ng4 12.f3
Nxe3 13.Qxe3 Qa5 14.Ndl1 Rab8 15.c3
Rb7 16.a3 Rfb8 17.Rb1l Be6 18.Qe2 Ba2
19.Ral Bb3 20.Rb1 Qa4 21.Kf2 ¢5 22.Qd2

c4 23.Be2 Qa5 24.Kgl Bxdl 25.Rfxdl
Bxc3 26.Qd5 Qxd5 27.exd5 Bxb2 28.Kh1l
c3 29.Bd3 Bxa3 30.h3 Bb2 31.Bc2 Rb4
32.Rd3 a5 33.Rel Kf8 34.Re2 a4 35.Bbl
Bcl 36.Ba2 Bd2 37.Rexd2 cxd2 38.Rxd2

Rb2 0-1
Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp222-223

1900.06.14 Thu: Paris, France
e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 15)

(From our correspondent.)

Paris, June 14.
The best round of the tournament is being played to-day. All the masters are engaged in decisive
games the result having an important bearing upon the order of merit in which they are to emerge
from the contest. The rooms were more crowded than usually, so that the artist of the Monde
Illustre in the act of taking a sketch of the battlefield could only catch a glimpse of the players,
his view being obstructed by anything but transparent amateurs. The following is the pairing of
the interesting round—the fifteenth:—[...]

Lasker v. Pillsbury (Queen’s Pawn Opening). [...]
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This report is written at six o’clock, when the other games are still in progress, and not likely to
be finished by the time of adjourning. Pillsbury replied 1...P to KB4 to Lasker’s 1. P to Q4,
Lasker replying with 2. P to K4. A lively skirmish ensued in favour of Lasker, but Pillsbury

managed to exchange Queens and is now a Pawn behind, with chances of a draw.

London Standard, 1900.06.16, p2

Date: 1900.06.14 & 1900.06.16
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 15)

White: Lasker,Em
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [A83] Dutch

(779)

1.d4 15 2.e4 fxed4 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 c6 5.f3
exf3 6.Nxf3 e6 7.Bd3 Be7 8.Ne5 0-0 9.Bxf6
Rxf6 10.Qh5 g6 11.Nxg6 Qe8 12.Nxe7+
Qxe7 13.0-0-0 d5 14.Rdel Nd7 15.Re3 Rf7
16.Rg3+ Kh8 17.Bg6 Rg7 18.Rfl Nf6
19.Q0h4 Ng8 20.Qxe7 Rxe7 21.Bd3 Bd7
22.Nbl Rae8 23.Nd2 e5 24.dxe5 Rxe5
25.Nf3 Re3 26.Ng5 Rxg3 27.hxg3 h6
28.Nf7+ Kg7 29.Nd6 Re7 30.Nxb7 Nf6
31.Nc5 Bg4 32.Rf4 Bc8 33.Ra4 Ng4
34.Ba6 Bf5 35.Rf4 Ne3 36.c3 Kg6 37.Rf2
Be4 38.b3 Bxg2 39.Bd3+ Kg5 40.Rf8 Kg4
41.Rg8+ Kf3 42.Rg6 Ng4 43.Bf5 h5
44.Rg5 Rel+ 45.Kb2 Rhl 46.Bg6 Kxg3

47.Bxh5 Bf3 48.Bxg4 Bxg4 49.Rg6 Rh2+
50.Ka3 Rf2 51.Nd3 Kh4 52.Ne5 Bf5
53.Rxc6 Kg3 54.Rc5 Rd2 55.Nc6 Kf4
56.Nb4 d4 57.cxd4 Rxd4 58.Ra5 Rd7
59.Nc6 Be4 60.Nxa7 Rdl 61.Nb5 Rd5
62.Kb4 Bd3 63.Nc7 Rxa5 64.Kxa5 Ke5
65.Kb4 Kd6 66.Nb5+ Kc6 67.a4 Kb6
68.Na3 Be2 69.Nc4+ Kab6 70.Kc3 Bdl
71.Nb2 Bh5 72.b4 Be8 73.Kb3 Bc6 74.Kcd
Bd7 75.Kc5 Bg4 76.Nc4 Bdl 77.b5+ Ka7
78.a5 Bf3 79.Ne5 Bb7 80.Nc6+ Ka8
81.Kb6 Ba6 82.Nb4 Bb7 83.Na6 Bf3
84.Nc7+ Kb8 85.a6 1-0

Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp330-332

1900.06.15 Fri: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 16)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Paris, June 15. [...]
Evening.

The players to-day were:—...] Brody v. Pillsbury. [...]

Pillsbury, playing the Sicilian Game, won against Brody at the 18th move.

London Standard, 1900.06.16, p2

(From our correspondent.)

Paris, June 16. [...]

The Sixteenth Round was played yesterday, with the following results:—...]

Brody v. Pillsbury (Sicilian Defence), Pillsbury won.

London Standard, 1900.06.19, p8

Date: 1900.06.15
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 16)

White: Brody,N
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [B73] Sicilian

(780)

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.d4 cxd4
5.Nxd4 d6 6.Be2 g6 7.Be3 Bg7 8.0-0 Bd7
9.h3 Qa5 10.Qd2 Nxe4 11.Nxc6 Qxc3

12.Qxc3 Nxc3 13.bxc3 Bxc6 14.Bd4 0-0
15.f4 Rfc8 16.Bd3 e5 17.fxe5 dxe5 18.Be3
Bd5 0-1

Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, p219

1900.06.16 Sat: Paris, France

e Paris Exposition Tournament (adjourned games play day)
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(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 16. [...]

The players to-day are Schlechter against Mieses, Maroczy against Tchigorin, Rosen against
Mason, Lasker against Pillsbury.

Evening.
The game between Lasker and Pillsbury (Queen’s Pawn opening), which was adjourned from

Thursday, was concluded this afternoon. Lasker winning at the 85th move.
London Standard, 1900.06.18, p5

(From our correspondent.)
Paris, June 16.
Two games standing over from the Fifteenth Round are remarkable, so far that it is, perhaps, the
first time in the history of chess tournaments that two new positions contested against different
opponent’s should repeat themselves. These are the games between Lasker and Pillsbury, which
turned out identical with the ending between Lasker and Marco in the Eighth Round, and Burn v.
Mason, which is a replica of the ending between Showalter and Marshall. [...]

To-day four boards are going [...] Lasker v. Pillsbury, the ending alluded to above. Lasker, as a

matter of course, won it after a short fight, and so secured the first prize.
London Standard, 1900.06.19, p8

1900.06.19 Tue: Paris, France
e Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 17)

Paris, June 19. [...]

The players to-day were:—]...] Pillsbury v. Rosen [...]—Reuter.
London Standard, 1900.06.20, p8

(From our correspondent.)
Paris, June 19. [...]

The final round was played to-day as follows:—...]
Pillsbury v. Rosen (Sicilian Defence). [...]
Pillsbury came 57 minutes late, and nearly lost the game by forfeit; but he soon got the best

game.
London Standard, 1900.06.21, p8

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 20.
Maroczy, Pillsbury, and Burn won the games begun yesterday against Marshall, Rosen, and

Janowski respectively.
London Standard, 1900.06.21, p8

Date: 1900.06.19 (781)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Paris Exposition Tournament (Round 17)

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Rosen,L

Opening: [B44] Sicilian

l.e4 c¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 e6
5.Nb5 d6 6.N1c3 a6 7.Nd4 Nf6 8.Be2 Bd7
9.0-0 Be7 10.Be3 0-0 11.Qd2 Qc7 12.Radl
Rad8 13.f4 b5 14.Bf3 Na5 15.b3 Rc8
16.Nb1 e5 17.Ne2 Bc6 18.Ng3 Nb7 19.Qf2
Nc5 20.Nd2 Rfe8 21.fxe5 Nfd7 22.Bh5
Nxe5 23.Bxf7+ Kh8 24.Bxe8 Rxe8 25.Bg5

h6 26.Bxe7 Qxe7 27.Nf5 Qc7 28.Qf4 Re6
29.Nd4 Rg6 30.Nxc6 Qxc6 31.Nf3 Nxe4
32.Nxe5 dxe5 33.Rd8+ Kh7 34.Qf8 Qb6+
35.Khl Rg5 36.Rf3 b4 37.h4 Ng3+
38.Rxg3 Rxg3 39.h5 Qxd8 40.Qxd8 e4
41.Qe8 Rg4 42.Kgl 1-0

Traité des Echecs, S. Rosenthal, Paris 1901, pp240-242
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(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Paris, June 20. [...]

The following is the list of prizes awarded:—First prize of 5000 francs and a Sévres vase
presented by the President of the Republic won by Lasker, with 14% points; second prize of 2500

francs and a vase won by Pillsbury with 12%% points.
London Standard, 1900.06.21, p8

A letter from Paris states that Lasker, Pillsbury, Showalter, Schlechter and Maroczy have made
arrangements for a tour through the principal chess centres in Europe and America. [...]

Before going on tour these players, together with most of the other contestants in the Paris
international tourney, will play in an international salta (bridge) tournament at Paris, for which
3,000f. are offered in eleven prizes. Salta is a new game, played on a board of 100 squares, with
fifteen pieces for each player. Two can play a game, and the object of the game is to bring your
pieces by means of checker moves to the squares of your opponent. He who accomplishes that
first wins the game, but all remain on the board. The game has become very popular in Europe.

The tourney was scheduled to begin to-day.
New York Times, 1900.06.20, p8

1900.06.21 Thu: Paris, France
e Paris Exposition Tournament prize distribution
e Consultation game (Association Francaise des Echecs)

After the distribution of the prizes on Thursday, the competitors were the guests of the
Association Francaise des Echecs, and a couple of consultation games were played, Pillsbury
and Forzy [sic; Fazy] against Brody and Rosen. This game was won by the latter; while another
between two masters against two masters was drawn at a late hour. On Friday the Cercle Philidor
gave a farewell dinner to the masters at the Swiss Village in the Exhibition, and to-day they will
disperse, Lasker to Switzerland to recruit [sic; recreate], Pillsbury and Marshall to London, and

the others to their homes.
London Standard, 1900.06.25, p9

Date: 1900.06.21 (782)
Site: FRA Paris

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Consultation Game

White: Brody,N + Rosen,L

Black: Pillsbury,HN + Fazy,E

Opening: [B73] Sicilian

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.d4 cxd4 Be5 20.Rf3 Na6 21.Nb5 Qc8 22.Rdfl Rg8
5.Nxd4 d6 6.Be2 g6 7.Be3 Bg7 8.0-0 Bd7 23.Rxf7 Bxh3 24.Qf2 Qg4 25.Rxe7+ Kxe7
9.h3 Qa5 10.Nb3 Qc7 11.Qd2 h5 12.f4 h4 26.Qf7+ Kd8 27.Bb6+ Kc8 28.Bf5+ Qxf5
13.Radl a6 14.Nd5 Nxd5 15.exd5 Nb8 29.Qxg8+ Kd7 30.Qxa8 Bh2+ 31.Kxh2
16.Nd4 a5 17.f5 gxf5 18.Bd3 f4 19.Rxf4 Qe5+ 32.Kgl Qxd5 33.Qd8+ 1-0

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.07.15, p9

1900.06.22 Fri: Paris, France
e Salta tournament begins
e Farewell banquet (Cercle Philidor)

[...] On Friday, June 22nd, the Cercle Philidor of the Café du Globe Boulevard de Strasbourg
gave a banquet in the Village Swiss, in the Exposition, in honour of the masters. Seventy persons
sat down to the banquet, which was presided over by Monsieur A. de Riviére. The company
included Messrs. Lasker, Janowski, Tchigorin, Rosen, Mieses, Burn, Pillsbury, Marshall, and
most of the strongest Parisian amateurs. At the close of the banquet the chairman in his speech
welcomed all the foreign players, and hoped it would tend to bring closer and more cordial
relations between the different nations the players so aptly represented. Messrs. Lasker and
Pillsbury replied. Monsieur Delarie [sic; Delaire], president of the Philidor Club, announced that
Mr. Pillsbury would give at the club’s head-quarters a display of blindfold chess, playing 12
boards and allowing consulting. The Cercle de I’Association Francaise des Echecs was
associating itself with the Philidor Club in this matter, and it was hoped that Parisian chess

would benefit accordingly.
British Chess Magazine, v20, July 1900, pp268-269
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Paris, June 22.—Thirty chess experts and some well known checker players are now engaged in
this city in an international “salta” tournament. The competitors are Pillsbury, Showalter,
Marshall, Janowski, Barteling, Weiss, Brody, Maroczy, Schlechter, Tschigorin, Rosen, Marco
and Mieses. Marshall at the conclusion of the second round this evening was leading, with

Showalter, Pillsbury, Brody and Schlechter following.
St. Paul Globe, 1900.06.23, p5

We have received the following from the executive of the Paris Salta Tournament:—“To-day, in
the elegant saloons of the ‘Cafe du Globe,” Boulevard de Strasbourg, commenced the first
International Salta Tournament, in which took part the following gentlemen:—Louis Barteling, J
[sic; 1]. Weiss, D. Janowsky, and L. Rosen, of Paris; F. G [sic; J]. Marshall, H. N. Pillsbury, J.
W. Showalter, of America; G. Marco, and C. Schlechter, of Vienna; G. Maroczy, and N. Brody,
of Hungary; M. Tchigorin, as representative of Russia, and J. Mieses, also H. Kriegeskotte, as
representatives of Germany. Many Press representatives and well-known chess players were
present. The first round gave the following results:—Tchigorin won against Kriegeskotte, Brody
against Mieses, Weiss against Rosen, Marshall against Pillsbury, Barteling against Marco,
Schlechter against Maroczy, Showalter against Janowsky. In the second round Kriegeskotte had
the victory over Mieses, Schlechter over Tchigorin, Rosen over Janowsky, Brody over Marco,
Maroczy over Pillsbury, Weiss over Showalter, and Marshall over Barteling. Consequently,
Brody, Marshall, Schlechter, and Weiss are the leaders with two points, after this follow
Barteling, Kriegeskotte, Maroczy, Rosen, Showalter, Tchigorin, with one point, and Janowsky,
Marco, Mieses, Pillsbury with none. Exceptionally interesting was among the players of to-day
the partie between Marshall against Barteling, which distinguished itself by attacks profoundly
calculated by these two players. The tournament finishes to-morrow, and the issue of the battle is

expected with the greatest impatience.”
Nottinghamshire Guardian, 1900.06.30, p2

1900.06.25 Mon: Paris, France
e Salta tournament concludes

Paris, June 25.—The International Salta Tournament, in which thirteen players participated, and
which was played in groups, was concluded to-day, with the following results. Brody and
Schlechter divided first and second prizes, (1,500f.,) Barteling, Maroczy, Marshall, Tschigorin,
and Weiss divided the next five, and Pillsbury, Showalter, Janowski, Kriegskotte [sic;

Kriegeskotte], Marco, and Mieses divided the remaining prizes.
New York Times, 1900.06.26, p8

We have received the following report of the “International Tournament of Salta in Paris”:—

The last round of the Salta Tournament was the most excitable, the drawing to lot having brought
together for the battle, the players being the most entitled to the first prize.

Brody has beaten the master of the “Seu de Dames” Weiss by a first class strategy and
Schlechter understood in his match against Marshall to take so well the attacking part, that the
American, notwithstanding his genious defense was obliged to give up after 115 points.

Consequently the result was as follows:—Brody, Schlechter divided among each other the 1st
and 2nd prizes of 1500 francs.

Barteling, Maroczy, Marshall, Tschigorin, Weiss divided the 3rd to 7th prizes, and Janowsky,
Kriegbotze [sic; Kriegeskotte], Pillsbury, Showalter, Rosen, Marco, Mieses the 8th to 14th prize.

The tournament turned out a real success in every respect owing to the direction absolutely
excellent of Mr G. Bartmann, president of the Wiesbaden Chess Club, and to Mr Arnous de
Riviere, the Nestor of the chess game in France.

The tournament has furnished to all present as also to the mastres [sic; masters] of chess play the
opportunity to learn the variety of combinations possibly [sic; possible] in the Salta game.

This game met with the favour of “Toueur de Dames” and chess to such as extend [Sic; an
extent], that further National Tournaments of Salta were decided upon.

To conclude we would like to add that the managers of the tournament have not neglected the
agreeable side for the players and finished [sic; furnished] besides banquets, distractions of

various kinds by an excursion to Versailles.
Bristol Mercury, 1900.07.07, p8
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International Salta Tournament, Paris, 1900

Standing (left to right): de Riviere; Bartmann; NN; Kriegeskotte;
NN; Marshall; NN; NN; Janowski; Chigorin.
Seated (left to right): Marco; Mieses; Schlechter; Rosen; Weiss; Maroczy;
Barteling; Brody; Pillsbury; Showalter; de Weerth.

Jacques N. Pope (Image Collection)

After the Paris Tournament, Pillsbury, Janowsky, Marshall, Showalter, Tchigorin, Brody,
Schlechter, Rosen, Marco, and Maroczy took part, together with a number of other gentlemen
unknown to chess fame in a “Salta” match. It was an all prize and no blank tournament organised
by the proprietors (a German Company) for the purpose of introducing the new game to the
public. The first prize of 1,000fr., and the second prize 500fr. was divided equally between
Brody and Schlechter, who scored the highest points. Mr Pillsbury, who arrived in London
during the week, thinks there is a good deal in this new invention. It is played on a chequered
board (ten by ten), and Mr Pillsbury describes the game as a combination of chequers and Alma,
the principal object being to plant your forces in the adversary’s camp, wherein it differs from

chequers rather markedly.
Newcastle Courant, 1900.07.14, p6

1900.06.27 Wed: Paris, France
e Blindfold Simultaneous
12 games: 12 chess [+8=3-1]

The blindfold exhibition took place on 27th June. Twelve chess-boards were set up, at each with
one or two opponents having in addition the right to consult spectators but without moving the
pieces on the board, arranged in two rows in the middle of which Arnous de Riviere circulated,
calling out the moves in English. Pillsbury, seated on a platform at the back of the hall, replied
with speed and extraordinary precision. Contrary to the games of the tournament, which were
played before a limited audience, numerous invitations were sent out; more than 250 people
applauded the American master when Board One resigned, this board was occupied by Monsieur
Chatard, one of the strongest players of the team, who tried to exploit the voluntary blindness of
the master by leaving the beaten track... and who lost a piece on the 19th move.

After beginning at 8.30 in the evening, the contest was finished at 2 in the morning, without any
break. The duration of 5% hours was played entirely blindfolded and the end Pillsbury did not
appear to be tired at all! This exhibition remains in the Parisian annals as one of the most

amazing and to perpetuate the memory of it we give the twelve games played.
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p168
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Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(783)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 1)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Chatard,E
Opening: [B02] King’s Pawn

1.e4 Nh6 2.e5 Ng8 3.d4 Nc6 4.f4 d5 5.c4
Bf5 6.Nc3 Nb4 7.Qa4+ Nc6 8.cxd5 Bd7
9.dxc6 Bxc6 10.Bb5 Qd7 11.d5 Bxb5

12.Nxb5 Rc8 13.Be3 a6 14.Nc3 Nh6
15.Qxd7+ Kxd7 16.Nf3 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, p197
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p169 (cites La Stratégie)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(784)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Debost,P
Opening: [B34] Sicilian

1.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 g6
5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.Qd4 Nf6 7.e5 Nh5 8.e6 f6
9.exd7+ Qxd7 10.Qxd7+ Bxd7 11.Nc3 f5
12.Be2 Nf6 13.Bf4 Bg7 14.0-0-0 0-0 15.Be5

Bc8 16.Bf3 Bb7 17.Na4 Ne4 18.Bxg7 Kxg7
19.Bxed fxed 20.Nc5 Bc8 21.Nxed Rf4
22.f3 Bf5 23.Nc3 h5 24.Rhel Kf6 25.b3

Rb4 26.a3 Rb7 27.Ne4+ Bxe4 28.Rxe4 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, pp197-198
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p169 (cites La Stratégie)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(785)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 3)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Guyard + Lemarchand
Opening: [E51] Indian

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.e3
Nf6 6.Bd3 0-0 7.0-0 a6 8.Ne2 dxc4 9.Bxc4
Ne7 10.Qc2 Ng6 1l.e4 Be7 12.Be3 b5
13.Bd3 Bb7 14.Racl Rc8 15.a3 Nd7 16.b4
e5 17.dxe5 Ndxe5 18.Nxe5 Nxe5 19.Rfd1l
Bd6 20.Ng3 Nxd3 21.Qxd3 Qh4 22.Bc5
Rfd8 23.Bxd6 Rxd6 24.Qe3 Rxdl+
25.Rxd1l Rd8 26.Rxd8+ Qxd8 27.h3 g6

28.f3 f6 29.Ne2 Bc8 30.Qd4 Qxd4+
31.Nxd4 Bd7 32.Kf2 Kf8 33.Nb3 Bc8
34.Ke3 Ke7 35.Kd4 Kd6 36.Nc5 g5 37.g4
c6 38.Nd3 Be6 39.f4 Bc4 40.e5+ fxe5+
41.fxe5+ Ke7 42.Nc5 Bfl 43.Ke3 Bxh3
44 Kf3 Bfl 45.Ke4 Be2 46.Kf5 h6 47.Kg6
Bxg4 48.Kxh6 Bc8 49.Kxg5 Be6 50.Nxab

Bc8 51.Nc5 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, pp198-199
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, pp169-170 (cites La Stratégie)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(786)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 4)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Fazy,E
Opening: [C78] Spanish

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bad Nf6
5.0-0 Bc5 6.c3 b5 7.Bc2 d6 8.d4 Ba7
9.dxe5 Nxe5 10.Nxe5 dxe5 11.Qxd8+
Kxd8 12.Bg5 Ke7 13.Nd2 Bb7 14.Nf3 h6
15.Bh4 ¢5 16.Nxe5 g5 17.Bg3 h5 18.h4
Rhg8 19.hxg5 Rxg5 20.Nf3 Rxg3 21.fxg3
c4+ 22.Kh2 Ng4+ 23.Kh3 Rg8 24.Nd4

Bxd4 25.cxd4 Bc8 26.Kh4 Nf6 27.Rf4 Ng4
28.Rafl Ne3 29.R1f2 Ng4 30.Rxf7+ Ke8
31.R2f3 Ne3 32.Rxe3 Kxf7 33.Rf3+ Ke7
34.Rf4 Bg4 35.e5 a5 36.d5 Rc8 37.Bed b4
38.Rf6 ¢3 39.bxc3 bxc3 40.d6+ Kd8 41.e6
Bxe6 42.Rxe6 c2 43.Bxc2 Rxc2 44.Kxh5

Rxg2 45.94 Rxa2 46.95 1-0
La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, pp199-200
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, pp170-171 (cites La Stratégie)
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Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(787)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 5)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Pape,E
Opening: [C29] Vienna

l.ed e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.f4 d5 4.fxe5 Nxe4d
5.Qf3 5 6.Nce2 Nc6 7.d4 Be7 8.Nh3 Nb4

9.Qb3 c5 10.dxc5 Nxc5 11.Qc3 d4 12.Qd2
Ne4 13.Qd1 d3 0-1

La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, pp200-201
Wiener Schachzeitung, v5 n1, January 1902, p16
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p171 (cites La Stratégie)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(788)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 6)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Grommer,J
Opening: [BO6] Double Fianchetto Defense

1.e4 b6 2.d4 Bb7 3.Bd3 g6 4.Ne2 Bg7 5.0-0
e6 6.Be3 Ne7 7.Nd2 d6 8.f4 f5 9.Ng3 0-0
10.c3 d5 11.exf5 Nxf5 12.Qf3 Nd7 13.Rael
c5 14.Nxf5 exf5 15.Bf2 cxd4 16.Bxd4 Nf6
17.Bxf6 Bxf6é 18.Nb3 Qd7 19.Qf2 Rae8
20.Nd4 a6 21.h4 Rxel 22.Rxel Re8
23.Rxe8+ Qxe8 24.Kh2 b5 25.Nb3 Qd8
26.93 d4 27.cxd4 Qd5 28.Qgl Qf3 29.Bf1

Bxh4 30.gxh4 QOxf4+ 31.Qg3 Qxfl
32.Qb8+ Kg7 33.Qxb7+ Kh6 34.Qg2 Qf4+
35.Q03 Qe4 36.Kgl Qbl+ 37.Kg2 Qxb2+
38.Qf2 Qbl 39.Qd2+ Kg7 40.d5 Qe4+
41 Kfl Qf3+ 42.Kel Qed+ 43.Kdl Qhl+
44 Kc2 Qxh4 45.d6 Qc4+ 46.Kb2 Qc8
47.d7 Qd8 48.Nc5 Kf7 49.Qd5+ Ke7

50.Qe6+ 1-0
La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, pp201-202
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p171 (cites La Stratégie)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(789)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 7)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Clérissy,P
Opening: [D05] Queen’s Pawn

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e3 e6 4.Bd3 Bd6
5.Nbd2 c5 6.b3 Nc6 7.Bb2 cxd4 8.exd4
Bd7 9.0-0 Rc8 10.a3 0-0 11.Ne5 Qbb6
12.Ndf3 h6 13.Qe2 a6 14.Nxd7 Nxd7
15.Kh1l Ne7 16.Ne5 Bxe5 17.dxe5 Nc6
18.f4 Nd4 19.Qd2 Nc6 20.Radl Qc7

21.Qe2 Ncb 22.f5 Nxd3 23.cxd3 exf5
24.Rxf5 Rce8 25.d4 Ne7 26.Rf3 Ng6
27.Qf2 Qe7 28.Rfl Qh4 29.Rxf7 Qxf2
30.R7xf2 Rxf2 31.Rxf2 Rf8 32.Kgl Rxf2
33.Kxf2 Nf4 34.Bc3 Kf7 35.Ke3 Neb6 36.93

g6 37.h4 h5 %-%

La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, pp202-203
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p172 (cites La Stratégie)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(790)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 8)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Herzfeld
Opening: [C30] King’s Gambit Declined

1.e4 e5 2.f4 d6 3.Nf3 Nd7 4.Nc3 Be7 5.d4
exd4 6.Qxd4 Ngfé 7.Bc4 0-0 8.Be3 c5
9.Qd2 Nb6 10.Bd3 a6 11.0-0 Ng4 12.Kh1l
Nxe3 13.Qxe3 Bd7 14.Radl Bc6 15.f5 Qc7
16.Qf4 Nd7 17.Bc4 Kh8 18.Bd5 Ne5

19.Bxc6 bxc6 20.Nxe5 dxe5 21.Qe3 Rab8
22.b3 Rb4 23.Na4 Rd4 24.c3 Rxdl
25.Rxd1 Rd8 26.Rxd8+ Qxd8 27.Qc1 Qd3
28.Qel Qc2 29.h3 Qxa2 30.Qdl1 Qf2

31.Qd7 Qfl+ 32.Kh2 Qf4+ ¥-Y
La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, p203
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p172 (cites La Stratégie)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(791)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 9)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Doderisso
Opening: [C62] Spanish
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l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 d6 4.d4 Bd7
5.Nc3 Nxd4 6.Bxd7+ Qxd7 7.Nxd4 exd4
8.Qxd4 Nf6 9.0-0 ¢5 10.Qd3 Be7 11.Bf4 a6
12.Radl Rd8 13.Rfel 0-0 14.b3 b5 15.Qf3

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Qg4 16.0xg4 Nxg4 17.Nd5 Bf6 18.Nxf6+
Nxf6 19.Bxd6 Rfe8 20.e5 Ng4 21.h3 Nxe5
22.Bxe5 Rxd1 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, p204

Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, pp172-173 (cites La Stratégie; gives 23.Rxd1)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(792)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 10)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: David
Opening: [C25] Vienna

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 c6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 f6 5.d4
Bb4 6.Bxf4 Bxc3+ 7.bxc3 d5 8.Bd3 Bg4
9.0-0 Ne7 10.Rb1 b5 11.exd5 Qxd5 12.Qe2
Be6 13.Rbel Kf7 14.Bxb8 Raxb8 15.Ng5+

Ke8 16.Nxe6 Rb7 17.Nxg7+ Kd8 18.Rxf6
Kc8 19.Qf2 Rd7 20.Rf8+ Rxf8 21.Qxf8+
Kc7 22.Rxe7 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, p204
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p173 (cites La Stratégie)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(793)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 11)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Du Bois + Lazard,G
Opening: [D60] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3
Nbd7 6.Nf3 0-0 7.Bd3 c5 8.0-0 cxd4 9.exd4
b6 10.Rcl Bb7 11.cxd5 Nxd5 12.Nxd5 Bxd5
13.Bxe7 Qxe7 14.Rc7 Rfc8 15.Bxh7+ Kif8

16.Rxc8+ Rxc8 17.Bbl Qf6 18.h3 Bxf3
10.0xf3 Qxf3 20.gxf3 Nf6é 21.Kg2 Rd8
22.Rd1 €5 23.f4 Rxd4 24.Rxd4 exd4 25.Kf3

Ke7 26.Bd3 a5 27.Bc4 Yo-Y»

La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, p205
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p173 (cites La Stratégie)

Date: 1900.06.27
Site: FRA Paris

(794)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 12)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Lochard
Opening: [C30] King’s Gambit Declined

1.e4 €5 2.f4 Bc5 3.Nc3 d6 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.Bb5
Bg4 6.h3 Bxf3 7.Qxf3 exf4 8.Qxf4 a6
9.Bxc6+ bxc6 10.Ne2 Nf6é 11.d4 Bb6
12.Qf3 0-0 13.Bgs Qe7 14.Bxf6 Qxf6
15.Qxf6 gxf6 16.0-0-0 Rae8 17.Ng3 Kh8

18.Rhfl Rg8 19.Nh5 Rxg2 20.Nxf6 Re6
21.c3 Rg6 22.e5 dxe5 23.dxe5 Be3+
24.Kbl Bg5 25.Rd8+ Kg7 26.Rg8+ Kh6
27.Ng4+ Kh5 28.Rf8 Kh4 29.R8xf7 h5

30.Nh2 Rxe5 31.Nf3+ 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n7, 15 July 1900, pp205-206
Paris 1900, Nottingham 1986, p173 (cites La Stratégie)

On July 21st a master’s tournament will commence at Munich. Burn, Janowskie [sic; Janowski],
Schlechter, Marco, Marshall, Showalter, and several others have accepted the invitation of the
German Chess Association. Messrs Lasker and Pillsbury, however, will not compete. The first
prize will be a silver cup, presented by the Prince Regent of Bavaria, and £50. Baron Rothschild

has also offered a prize.
Newcastle Courant, 1900.06.30, p2

July, 1900

1900.07: London, England
e Arrived in London

The programme of the forthcoming international tournaments in connection with the German
Chess Association has been issued. It is the twelfth meeting, and commences on the 21st inst. at
Munich. Most of the masters which contended at the Paris tourney have consented to take part,
the principal absentees being Dr. E. Lasker, who is going to Switzerland, and Pillsbury, who

objects in consequence of the prizes not being sufficiently tempting.
Belfast News-Letter, 1900.07.05, p3
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Mr Pillsbury, who arrived in London during the week [...]
Newcastle Courant, 1900.07.14, p6

1900.07.02 Mon: London, England
e Attended annual meeting of the Metropolitan Chess Club

The annual meeting of the Metropolitan Chess Club took place on Monday, the Earl of
Westmeath presiding. [...]

Mr. H. N. Pillsbury was present, and, at Lord Westmeath’s invitation, consented to give one of
his unique blindfold displays on Thursday evening next at the club quarters, Wool Exchange,
Coleman-street, when visitors will be welcome. Mr. Pillsbury contemplates taking part in the

Munich Tourney, which is fixed to commence on July 21.
London Morning Post, 1900.07.09, p6

Mr. Pillsbury informs us that he might probably take part in the forthcoming International
Tournament at Munich, and that he will play twelve games, simultaneously and blindfold, at the

Metropolitan Chess Club, on Thursday, commencing at half past six p.m.
London Standard, 1900.07.09, p8

1900.07.12 Thu: London, England (Metropolitan Chess Club)
e Blindfold Simultaneous
12 games: 12 chess [+8=2-2]

Mr. Pillsbury on Thursday played 12 games blindfold at the Metropolitan Chess Club against a
strong team, who were assisted by consultation with other members of the club. But
notwithstanding that he allowed his opponents this advantage, Mr. Pillsbury made the creditable
score of eight wins and two draws to two losses. His play was exceedingly rapid, as may be
judged by the fact that he made 144 moves in the first hour. After the second hour there was an
interval for rest, and this was employed by Mr. Pillsbury in giving another proof of his
extraordinary memory. He invited the members to write out thirty names together with thirty
numbers, and on these being read over to him, he repeated them in order and in disorder, much to

the astonishment of those present. After this period of “rest” the blindfold play was resumed.
London Morning Post, 1900.07.16, p3

Mr. Pillsbury’s blindfold performance, at the Metropolitan Chess Club on Thursday, was both
entertaining and instructive, and, in spite of the intense heat, a goodly number of members and
visitors were present. Mr. Pillsbury had twelve opponents, recruited from various classes; he
started at 6.45, and concluded in the short space of a little over four hours by winning eight
games; two he lost, and two were drawn. Mr. Pillsbury has no teller; each player calls out his
move, and he immediately replies, allowing every player to make as many moves in succession
as he likes. There is, however, a good deal of time lost with this process. Players will call KKt to
B3, if the QK is already developed, and not mention this fact, when both Knights are still at
home. With an experienced teller, this disturbing element is obviated. Mr. Pillsbury played

rapidly, and with precision.
London Standard, 1900.07.17, p8

Pillsbury’s blindfold play at the Metropolitan Chess Club on Thursday against twelve boards,
only took four and a half hours. The result was that Pillsbury won eight, drew two, and lost two.
Players were consulting on most of the boards. In the game given below, played on board No. 1,
there were Messrs. Allcock, Gibbs, and Passmore interested. Of course a brilliant young
champion likes to shine, but we would much rather see young men not put too great a strain on
themselves. To play twelve games blindfold is enough, in all conscience, without making them
consultation games.

One of the twelve blindfold games, played by Mr. Pillsbury at the Metropolitan Chess Club, on

the 12th inst..—
London Pall Mall Gazette, 1900.07.17, p8

Date: 1900.07.12 (795)
Site: ENG London

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 1)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Allcock,JF + Gibbs + Passmore,S

Opening: [B19] Caro-Kann
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l.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxed Bf5
5.Ng3 Bg6 6.h4 h6 7.Nf3 e6 8.Ne5 Bh7
9.Be3 Nfé 10.Bd3 Bxd3 11.Qxd3 Nbd7
12.f4 Bd6 13.0-0-0 Qe7 14.Rhfl Nb6 15.f5
0-0-0 16.Qb3 Nfd5 17.fxe6 Bxe5 18.dxe5

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Nxe3 19.Rxd8+ Rxd8 20.Qxe3 Qxeb
21.Nf5 g6 22.Nd4 Qxa2 23.Rdl Qal+
24.Kd2 Nc4+ 25.Kc3 Nxe3 26.Rxal Rxd4
27.Kxd4 Nxc2+ 0-1

London Pall Mall Gazette, 1900.07.17, p8
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.08.02, p6

One of twelve games played at the Metropolitan C.C.
Pillsbury’s Chess Career, Sergeant and Watts, London, Printing Craft, Ltd., 1922, p211

Date: 1900.07.12
Site: ENG London

(796)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: NN
Opening: [CO7] French

led4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.dxc5 Bxc5
5.Nb3 Bb6 6.exd5 Qh4 7.Bb5+ Bd7
8.Bxd7+ Nxd7 9.Qe2 Qf6 10.dxe6 fxe6
11.Nf3 h6 12.0-0 Rc8 13.c3 Ne7 14.Rel
Kf7 15.Be3 Nd5 16.Bxb6 N7xb6 17.Nbd4

Rhe8 18.Ne5+ Kg8 19.g3 Re7 20.Radl
Rce8 21.Rd3 g6 22.Rf3 Qg5 23.h4 Qh5
24.94 Qxh4 25.Nxg6 Qg5 26.Nxe7+ Rxe7
27.Nxe6 Nf4 28.Rxf4 Qxf4 29.Nxf4 Rxe2

30.Rxe2 1-0
London Standard, 1900.07.17, p8

Pillsbury’s Chess Career, Sergeant and Watts, London, Printing Craft, Ltd., 1922, p211

Date: 1900.07.12
Site: ENG London

(797)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 3)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: NN
Opening: [C30] King’s Gambit Declined

1l.e4 e5 2.f4 Bc5 3.Nc3 d6 4.Nf3 Bg4 5.h3
Bxf3 6.Qxf3 Nf6 7.Bc4 Nc6 8.Ne2 Qe7
9.d3 Na5 10.f5 Nxc4 1l.dxc4 h6 12.g4
0-0-0 13.g5 Nd7 14.Bd2 hxg5 15.0-0-0 f6
16.Bel Qf7 17.h4 gxh4 18.Bxh4 Qxc4d

19.Nc3 Bd4 20.Nd5 Qxa2 21.c3 Bb6
22.Kc2 Nc5 23.Ral Qb3+ 24.Kbl a6
25.Nxb6+ cxb6 26.Ra3 Qc4 27.Bf2 Nxed
0-1

London Standard, 1900.07.17, p8

The following is one of the games—a good example of careful and well-judged play of a kind
that is not very usual in blindfold exhibitions, which are more frequently marked by sudden
terminations resulting either from decisive combinations or from the errors of inexperience.

London Morning Post, 1900.07.16, p3

Date: 1900.07.12
Site: ENG London

(798)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 9)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Potter
Opening: [C10] French

led4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 c5 4.exd5 exd5
5.dxc5 d4 6.Bb5+ Nc6 7.Qe2+ Be6 8.Ned
Nf6 9.Bg5 Be7 10.Bxf6 Qa5+ 11.c3 gxf6
12.Nf3 dxc3 13.0-0 0-0 14.Bxc6 bxcb
15.Nd4 Bd7 16.bxc3 f5 17.Ng3 Qxc5

18.Ndxf5 Bxf5 19.Nxf5 Qxf5 20.Qxe7 Rfe8
21.Qb7 Qe6 22.Radl Rec8 23.Rfel Qxa2
24.Ral Qd2 25.Re3 a5 26.Qe7 Qd8
27.Rg3+ Kh8 28.Qxf7 1-0

London Morning Post, 1900.07.16, p3

so.—Faithfully yours,

Dear Sir,—Referring to your remarks re Pillsbury’s marvellous blindfold play, I give
you below a game played by Mr. Dickenson and myself in consultation against him on
July 12 last at the Metropolitan. It was one of twelve games played simultaneously
without sight of men or board, and if you think it worth publishing, by all means do

11, Upper George-street, Bryanton-square, December 8.

Frederick Brown.

Westminster Gazette, 1900.12.15, p3
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Date: 1900.07.12 (799)
Site: ENG London

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Brown,F + Dickenson

Opening: [C34] King’s Gambit

l.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 d6 4.d4 g5 5.h4 16 16.dxe5 Nxe5 17.Qf2 b6 18.hxg5 hxg5
6.Bc4 Qe7 7.Nc3 c6 8.Qe2 Bg4 9.Bd2 h6 19.Rxh8 Bxh8 20.g3 3 21.Qf1 g4 22.Qhl
10.0-0-0 Nd7 11.Qf2 Bg7 12.Rdel 0-0-0 Yo-Y5

13.e5 d5 14.Bb3 Bxf3 15.Qxf3 fxeb
Westminster Gazette, 1900.12.15, p3

Michael McDowell (Westcliff-on-sea, England) sends us a fourth Pillsbury problem, from
Womanhood, August 1900 (where it was marked ‘original’):

Mate in seven.
Chess Notes, n3751, Edward Winter (cites Womanhood, v4 n21, August 1900)

This basic account of Pillsbury’s blindfold system of play originally appears in the August 1900
chess column of Womanhood, then the October 1900 British Chess Magazine, then in the Pall
Mall Gazette for May 1902, and then once again in the British Chess Magazine for August 1902.

We extract from Mrs. Rhoda A. Bowles’ chess column in Womanhood for August the following
interesting account of the system adopted by Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, in his exhibitions of chess sans
Voir:—

Mr. Pillsbury had accepted Lord Westmeath’s invitation to give one of his wonderful
performances of blindfold play at the Metropolitan Chess Club, and, feeling that |
was in a position to obtain some unique information regarding his method for these
séances, | invited him to give me some particulars for the readers of Womanhood,
and, knowing what strong opponents he would have pitted against him in the
evening, | quite expected that he would have studied a little during the day. The
hours slipped merrily by, however, with no sign of preparation, until it wanted but
half an hour to the time for starting. When | said “Are you not going to prepare some
opening for this evening’s play?” he laughed, and replied, “Blindfold play don’t need
preparation; | only have to think out, and decide beforehand, which of my systems |
will adopt.” Any lying dreamily back in an armchair, he mentally made up his
mind—while clouds of smoke issued from his inevitable cigar—as to his modus
operandi for that evening. This took about five minutes to do. He then said, “I guess
I’m ready now; ask what you like.” “First, | want you to tell me how you fix the
boards in your memory? and then, what openings you mean to play?”

“My first object will be to take the twelve boards I have to play tonight and mentally
group them in fours, No. 1 being boards 1, 4, 7, and 10; Group 2 will consist of 2, 5,
8, and 11; Group 3 of 3, 6, 9, 12; leaving, as you will see, a space of 3 between each
number in the different groups. | shall play P to K4 on all boards of Group 1, and if
the usual reply of P to K4 be made my second move will be Kt to KB3. Should they
continue in the usual line of this opening by playing Kt to QB3 my third move will
be on 1, 4, and 10, B to QKt5, whereas on No. 7 | shall play B to B4.” Here |
interrupted by asking, “Why this diversion?” “Because,” he replied, “I have now to
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begin to individualise the games.” “And do you treat each group alike?”” “Oh, no. In
Group No. 2 | want, if possible, to get two Q’s Gambits, and so for this purpose |
shall play on boards 5 and 11, P to Q4, and subdivide this group by playing P to K4
on 2 and 8, and, if possible, turn these into the “Vienna opening.” The third group I
shall open with P to K4 right along and try to offer the King’s Gambit on each of
these boards.” “But what will you do if your opponents do not reply as you
anticipate?” | ask. “Oh, well, it’s easy enough, if, for instance,” said Mr. Pillsbury,
“three people elect to play the French Defence against me. We’ll say, for instance,
one from each group. Well, I mentally form these into a new group altogether, and
entirely eliminate them from the other groups.” “But do you not find that as play
proceeds and the games begin to form themselves into intricate complications that
you have greater difficulty in distinguishing them from each other?” “Why, no. It’s
not in the middle or end game that the difficulty lies, for then each has its individual
characteristics, and are quite clear before you as you are at this moment. The critical
stage of the game is quite in the opening moves, for one stitch dropped there would
spoil the whole fabric.”

Thus his mind was clear on every point before starting play, and when he took his
seat at the Metropolitan Club, with face to the wall and back toward the twelve
games he had to play, his first observation to his opponents (after the natural
introductory remarks) was, “I play P to K4 on every board except 5 and 11; there |
play P to Q’s 4; and with rapid succession move followed move, until at the end of
the first half-hour it was found that Mr. Pillsbury had made no less than 96 moves!
His opponents had answered pretty nearly as he had anticipated; there were
unexpected moves made on boards Nos. 1, 2, and 9, however, and these, he
afterwards told me, he mentally formed into a group of “irregular” openings.

He played very rapidly for about 2% hours, when he suggested a slight rest for the
players, and invited them to write on a slip of paper 30 words numbered. When this
was done, Mr. H. L. Bowles (Vice-President) read the list aloud to Mr. Pillsbury, who
memorised them in groups of five. Taking about ten minutes to complete the number,
the paper was then handed to Mr. Winter-Wood, who invited Pillsbury to give the
number of a word, or the word of a number, jumble fashion. These he answered
correctly. He then went through the whole list backwards, giving the names and
numbers correctly, and much to the astonishment of the people who had tried to puzzle
him by writing some outlandish names, &c. After this “rest” play commenced again on
the eleven remaining boards—for Mr. Pillsbury had demolished his opponents (for
three or four consulted at each board) on board No. 10 in very pretty style previous to
the “rest”—and continued till 11 p.m., the final score being to Mr. Pillsbury 8 wins, 2
draws, and 2 losses. A truly wonderful performance, though not so good a result as
when he recently played twenty games blindfold in Philadelphia against their strongest

players, and won 14, drew 5, and lost only 1, in seven hours!
British Chess Magazine, v20, October 1900, pp398-400

1900.07: London, England (Wanderers’ Club)
e Checker Games against Atwell*

* Pillsbury won 4, lost 2, with several draws

An encounter at draughts recently took place between Mr. R. Atwell, the well-known London
expert, and Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, the chess master, the score being Pillsbury four wins, Atwell two
wins, and several games drawn. Pillsbury, as is well known, is one of the most accomplished

checkerists in America, and his defeat of Atwell occasions no surprise.
Manchester Times, 1900.08.24, p6

Played at the Wanderers’ Club, London, between Mr H. N. Pillsbury, the great chess master, and

Mr R. Atwell, and is taken with notes from the “Liverpool Weekly Mercury.”
Bristol Mercury Supplement, 1900.07.21, p16
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Date: 1900.07

Site: ENG London (Wanderers’ Club)
Event: Casual Series

Black: Atwell,R

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [097] Kelso

(800)

Annotations: Bristol Mercury Supplement (citing Liverpool Weekly Mercury)

1.10-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.11-16 29-25
4.8-11 24-20 5.6-10 25-22 6.10-15 21-17
7.9-13 17-14 8.16-19 23x16 9.12x19 27-24
Mr. Pillsbury despaired of his game
after making this move, which was a
slip, as they were playing rapidly.
10.1-6 32-27
It requires unusual foresight to see
the draw as White did from this
point. Subsequently the ending was

tried over in various ways, but Black

could get nothing more than a draw

from the position.
11.3-8 27-23 12.8-12 23x16 13.12x19 31-27
14.13-17 22x13 15.15x31 24x8 16.4x11
30-25 17.31x24 28x19 18.6-10 25-21
19.10x17 21x14 20.2-6 19-16 21.6-10 14-9
22.5x14 13-9 23.10-15 9-6 24.15-19 6-2
25.19-24 16-12 Y-

Bristol Mercury Supplement, 1900.07.21, p16

The following checker game would appear to be from this casual encounter. | suspect Pillsbury
and Atwell were only counting decisive games, so the sixth and final decisive game would give
Pillsbury four wins against Atwell’s two. This would appear to explain the disparity between
Atwell’s recollection below and the report made in the Manchester Times which included
“several games drawn.”

When asked as to the relative merits of both games, he used to make the non-committal reply that in
either game there was sufficient to last the average man a lifetime. We played him on one occasion,
and after five games Pillsbury was leading by three wins to two. He informed us that owing to
another engagement the sixth game must be the last, so we made a strenuous effort to equalise.
About mid-game we obtained such a commanding position that we imagined after a few more moves
our opponent would gracefully resign; but he demonstrated a draw, which he afterwards stated he

had clearly seen [...] and which necessitated looking no less than forty moves ahead.
London Daily News, 1906.06.27, p2

Date: 1900.07 (801)
Site: ENG London (Wanderers’ Club)

Event: Casual Series

Black: Atwell,R

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [174] Dundee

1.12-16 24-20 2.10-15 22-18 3.15x22 25x18
4.6-10 29-25 5.8-12 25-22 6.10-15 21-17
7.9-13 17-14 8.16-19 23x16 9.12x19 27-24
10.1-6 32-27 11.3-8 27-23 12.8-12 23x16
13.12x19 31-27 14.13-17 22x13 15.15x31

24x8 16.4x11 30-25 17.31x24 28x19 18.6-10
25-21 19.10x17 21x14 20.2-6 19-16 21.6-10
14-9 22.5x14 13-9 23.14-17 9-6 24.17-21 6-2
25.10-14 2-6 26.14-17 6-2 27.17-22 16-12
28.22-26 12-8 29.26-31 8-3 30.7-10 3-7 ¥2-Y2

Brighton Gazette, Hove Post, Sussex & Surrey Telegraph , 1902.05.03, p7 (position after 10.1-6)
Scientific Draughts, Atwell, n2, 1905, p128 (ends 22...13-9; credit Jim Loy)
London Daily News, 1906.06.27, p2

The Munich International Congress commences, as previously announced, on the 21st instant.
Two days will be devoted to the business transactions of the German Chess Association, and
play begins on Monday.

The following are the entries for the Masters’ Tournament.—Burn and Tinsley (England),
Billecard and Janowsky (France), Alapin (Russia), Berger, Marco, Maroczy, Schlechter, Popiel,
Weydlich [sic; De Weydlich], and Wolf (Austria-Hungary), Jakob, Bardeleben, Cohn,
Gottschall, and Scheve (Germany), Showalter and Pillsbury (America). Seven of this list

competed in the recent Paris Tournament.
London Standard, 1900.07.17, p8

We gave the names of the competitors in the Tournament of the German Chess Association on
Tuesday. Play in all the events enumerated in the programme commenced on Saturday at the

Hotel Kreuzbrau, Munich.
London Standard, 1900.07.23, p8
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1900.07.23 Mon: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 1)

Munich, July 23.

As Tinsley failed to put in an appearance at the International Tournament to-day fresh pairing
was necessary. The following games were played:—...]

Marco against Pillsbury (Sicilian Defence). Drawn in 45 moves. [...]—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.07.24, p3

Date: 1900.07.23
Site: GER Munich

(802)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 1)

White: Marco,G
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [B73] Sicilian

1.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nc3 d6 6.Be2 g6 7.0-0 Bg7 8.Be3 Bd7
9.h3 0-0 10.Qd2 Nxd4 11.Bxd4 Bc6 12.Bf3
Qa5 13.Radl Rfd8 14.Nd5 Qxd2 15.Rxd2
Bxd5 16.exd5 Nd7 17.Be3 Rdc8 18.c3 Ne5
19.Be2 Nc4 20.Bxc4 Rxc4 21.Bg5 Kif8
22.Rel Re8 23.Rde2 Rc7 24.Bf4 Rd8

25.Be3 b6 26.Bg5 Rdd7 27.Re4 h6 28.Be3
b5 29.Kfl Rc4 30.Rxc4 bxc4 31.Rd1l Rb7
32.Rd2 15 33.h4 Kf7 34.Ke2 e5 35.dxe6+
Kxe6 36.Kdl h5 37.Kc2 Be5 38.f4 Bf6
39.9g3 a5 40.Bd4 Bxd4 41.Rxd4 Rc7 42.b3
d5 43.bxc4d Rxcd4 44.Rxc4 dxcd 45.Kd2
Yo-Ya

Der Zwblfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp27-28

1900.07.24 Tue: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 2)

Munich, July 24.

At the International Chess Tournament to-day, the following games were played:—...]

Pillsbury beat Gottschall (Queen’s Pawn Opening) in 20 moves. [...]—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.07.25, p3

Date: 1900.07.24
Site: GER Munich

(803)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 2)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Gottschall,H
Opening: [D55] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3
0-0 6.Nf3 b6 7.Bd3 Bb7 8.cxd5 exd5 9.Ne5
Nbd7 10.f4 Ne4 11.Bxe7 Qxe7 12.0-0 c5
13.Bxe4 dxed4 14.Nxd7 Qxd7 15.dxc5 Qc6

16.cxb6 Rfd8 17.Qe2 Qxb6 18.Rfdl Rd3
19.Rxd3 exd3 20.Qd2 Rd8 21.f5 Qc5
22.Qf2 6 23.Rd1 a5 24.e4 Rd4 25.Rxd3
1-0

Der Zwblfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp37-38

1900.07.26 Thu: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 3)

Munich, July 25 [sic; 26].

The third round of the International Chess Tournament resulted as follows:—[...] Maroczy v.
Pillsbury, Ruy Lopez, was drawn after 57 moves. [...]—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.07.27, p7

Munich, Thursday Evening.

The pairing for the third round of the tournament was as follows: [...]

Maroczy v. Pillsbury. [...]

The principal encounter was, of course, between Maroczy and Pillsbury. The opening was a Ruy
Lopez, which resulted in a steady game. At one time it seemed as if Pillsbury was getting the
better game, but the advantage, if any, did not prove sufficient to win, and a draw resulted.

London Daily News, 1900.07.27, p3

131




Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Date: 1900.07.26
Site: GER Munich

(804)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 3)

White: Maroczy,G
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxed
5.d4 Nd6 6.Bxc6 dxc6 7.dxe5 Nf5 8.Qxd8+
Kxd8 9.Rd1+ Ke8 10.Nc3 h6 11.b3 Bb4
12.Bb2 Bxc3 13.Bxc3 Be6 14.Nd4 Nxd4
15.Rxd4 c¢5 16.Rd2 Rd8 17.Radl Ke7
18.Kfl Rxd2 19.Rxd2 b6 20.Ke2 a5
21.Ke3 Ra8 22.a3 g6 23.Rd1 Bf5 24.Rd2
a4 25.b4 cxb4 26.Bxb4+ c5 27.Bc3 Rd8
28.f3 Rxd2 29.Kxd2 h5 30.Bb2 b5 31.c4

b4 32.Bcl Ke6 33.Bb2 Bbl 34.g3 Kf5
35.Ke2 Ba2 36.Kd3 Bb3 37.Bal bxa3
38.Bc3 Keb6 39.Bal Bdl 40.Ke3 Bc2 41.h3
Kf5 42.h4 Bb3 43.Kd3 g5 44.hxg5 Kxg5
45.Bc3 h4 46.gxh4+ Kxh4 47.f4 Kgb
48.Ke4 Bxc4 49.f5 Kg5 50.e6 fxe6 51.fxe6
Bxe6 52.Ke5 Bb3 53.Kd6 c4 54.Kc5 Kf5
55.Kb4 a2 56.Ka3 Ke4 57.Kb2 Kd3
58.Kal ¥-%

Der Zwélfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp41-42 (gives 1900.07.26)

1900.07.27 Fri: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 4)

[Reuter’s Telegram.]

Munich, July 27.

At the International Chess Tournament to-day the following games were played: [...]

Pillsbury beat Showalter (Queen’s Pawn opening) in 45 moves.

London Morning Post, 1900.07.28, p3

Date: 1900.07.27
Site: GER Munich

(805)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 4)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Showalter,JW
Opening: [D60] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3
Nbd7 6.Nf3 0-0 7.Bd3 c6 8.0-0 dxc4
9.Bxc4 Nd5 10.Bxe7 Qxe7 11.e4 N5b6
12.Bb3 e5 13.Nxe5 Nxe5 14.dxe5 Qxeb
15.f4 Qc5+ 16.Khl Be6 17.Bxe6 fxe6
18.Qg4 Rf6 19.e5 Rg6 20.Ne4 Qc2 21.Ng5

Rf8 22.Qh3 Rh6 23.Qb3 Qxb3 24.axb3 a6
2593 Rd8 26.Rfdl Rd5 27.h4 Kf8
28.Rxd5 exd5 29.Kg2 Ke7 30.f5 Nd7
31.Rel Nf8 32.b4 a5 33.bxa5 c5 34.66 Rf6
35.Re5 g6 36.fxg6 hxgé 37.Rxd5 Rf5
38.Rxf5 gxf5 39.h5 Kf6 40.Kf3 1-0

Der Zwblfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, p49

1900.07.28 Sat: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 5)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Munich, July 28.

The following games were played at the International Chess Tournament to-day:—...] Cohn

lost to Pillsbury (Petroff Defence) in 55 moves [...]

London Standard,, 1900.07.30, p7

Date: 1900.07.28
Site: GER Munich

(806)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 5)

White: Cohn,W
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C42] Russian

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Bc4 d6 5.d3
Nc6 6.a3 Bxc3+ 7.bxc3 0-0 8.Bg5 Beb6
9.Nd2 h6 10.Bxf6 Qxf6 11.0-0 Ne7 12.g3
Bh3 13.Rel Qg5 14.Nf3 Qh5 15.Nh4 Bg4
16.f3 Be6 17.Bb3 Kh7 18.Rfl Bh3 19.Rf2
Ng6 20.Ng2 Qg5 21.Qd2 Qxd2 22.Rxd2 f5

132

23.exf5 Bxf5 24.Bd5 c6 25.Be4 d5 26.Bxf5
Rxf5 27.Rf2 Raf8 28.Rafl d4 29.c4 c5
30.Rb1 Rxf3 31.Rxf3 Rxf3 32.Rxb7 e4
33.Nel Re3 34.Kfl Ne5 35.Re7 exd3
36.cxd3 Nxc4 37.Rxa7 Nd2+ 38.Kf2 c4
39.dxc4 Ned+ 40.Kfl d3 41.Nxd3 Rxd3




42.a4 Rd4 43.Ke2 Rxc4 44.a5 Ra4 45.Ra8

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Nc5 46.Kf3 Nb3 47.a6 Nd4+ 0-1

Der Zwblfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp54-55

1900.07.30 Mon: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 6)

Munich, July 30.

The following is the result of the Sixth Round of the International Chess Tournament.—...]
Pillsbury beat Popiel (Carolann [sic; Caro-Kann] Defence) in 74 moves [...]—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.07.31, p7

Date: 1900.07.30
Site: GER Munich

(807)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 6)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Popiel,l
Opening: [B18] Caro-Kann

l.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxed 4.Nxe4 Bf5
5.Ng3 Bg6 6.Nf3 e6 7.Ne5 Bd6 8.Nxg6
hxg6 9.Ne4 Nf6 10.Bd3 Nxe4 11.Bxe4 Nd7
12.93 Qe7 13.Qe2 Nf6 14.Bg5 Qc7 15.Bg2
0-0-0 16.a3 e5 17.0-0-0 exd4 18.Rxd4
Rhe8 19.Qc4 Be5 20.Rxd8+ Rxd8 21.Rel
Qa5 22.Bh3+ Nd7 23.c3 f6 24.Be3 f5
25.Bg2 Bf6 26.Rd1 g5 27.f4 gxf4 28.Bxf4
Nc5 29.Rxd8+ Kxd8 30.Bd6 Na4 31.Bh3
Kd7 32.Bf4 Ke7 33.Qd3 g5 34.Qe3+ Kf7
35.Bxg5 Qb5 36.Bxf6 Qxb2+ 37.Kdl
Qb3+ 38.Kel Kxf6 39.Qh6+ Ke7 40.Qg7+

Qf7 41.Qd4 Qe6+ 42.KFfL Qe4d 43.Qg7+
Kd6 44.Qf6+ Kc7 45.Qxf5 Qxf5+ 46.Bxf5
Nxc3 47.h4 Kd6 48.h5 Ke5 49.h6 Kf6
50.94 Nd5 51.g5+ Kf7 52.g6+ Kf6 53.g7
Ne7 54.98Q Nxg8 55.h7 Kg7 56.hxg8Q+
Kxg8 57.Bc8 b6 58.Bb7 Kf7 59.Bxc6 Keb
60.Ke2 Kd6 61.Be8 Kc5 62.Kd3 b5
63.Bd7 a5 64.Be6 Kd6 65.Bg8 Kc5 66.Bf7
b4 67.a4 Kdé 68.Kc4 Kcb 69.Bh5 Kb
70.Bd1l Kc6 71.Bb3 Kb6 72.Kd5 Kb7
73.Kc5 Kab 74.Bd5 1-0

Der Zwélfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, p59

1900.07.31 Tue: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 7)

Munich, July 31.

The following games were played at the International Chess Tournament to-day:—{...] Jacob
lost to Pillsbury (Giuoco Piano) in 38 moves [...]—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.08.01, p6

Date: 1900.07.31
Site: GER Munich

(808)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 7)

White: Jacob,FG
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C55] Two Knights

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.d3 Bch
5.Bg5 h6 6.Be3 Bb6 7.Nbd2 0-0 8.c3 d5
9.exd5 Nxd5 10.Nfl Nf4 11.Rgl Bg4
12.Bxb6 axb6 13.Ne3 Be6 14.Kfl Bxc4
15.dxc4 Qxdl+ 16.Nxdl Rfd8 17.Ne3 e4
18.Nel Rd2 19.g3 Nd3 20.Nxd3 exd3

21.Nd1 Ne5 22.Kg2 Nxc4 23.b3 Na3
24.Ne3 Nc2 25.Nxc2 Rxc2 26.c4 Raxa2
27.Rxa2 Rxa2 28.Rdl d2 29.Kf3 Kf8
30.Ke3 Ke7 31.Rxd2 Rxd2 32.Kxd2 c5
33.Kc3 Kd6 34.f4 Kc6 35.g4 6 36.h4 b5
37.cxb5+ Kxb5 38.f5 Kc6 0-1

Der Zwélfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Munchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, p68

August, 1900

1900.08.01 Wed: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 8)

Munich, August 1.

The following games were played at the International Chess Tournament to-day:—Pillsbury beat
Biliecard [sic; Billecard] (Ruy Lopez) in 53 moves [...]—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.08.02, p6
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Date: 1900.08.01
Site: GER Munich

(809)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 8)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Billecard,M
Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxed
5.d4 Nd6 6.Ba4 e4 7.Rel Be7 8.Ne5 0-0
9.Nc3 5 10.f3 exf3 11.Bb3+ Kh8 12.Qxf3
Nxe5 13.dxe5 Ned 14.Nxed fxed 15.Qxed
d6 16.Bf4 d5 17.Qe3 Be6 18.Radl c6
19.Kh1l Qb6 20.Qxb6 axb6 21.Be3 Bcb
22.Kgl Kg8 23.c3 Bxe3+ 24.Rxe3 b5 25.a3
Bf5 26.Rf1 Rae8 27.h3 h5 28.Rf4 g6 29.a4

bxa4 30.Rxa4 Ra8 31.Rf4 b5 32.Kh2 Rae8
33.04 hxg4 34.hxgd Bd7 35.Kg3 Kg7
36.Bc2 Be6 37.b4 Rxf4 38.Kxf4 Bf7
39.Bd3 Re7 40.Re2 Re8 41.Rel Re7
42.Ral Re8 43.Ra7 KIf8 44.Rd7 Reb6
45.Rd6 Ke7 46.Rxe6+ Kxe6 47.g5 Be8
48.Bf1 Bd7 49.Bh3+ Ke7 50.Bxd7 Kxd7
51.Ke3 Ke6 52.Kd4 Kf5 53.Kc5 1-0

Der Zwblfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp72-73

1900.08.03 Fri: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 9)

Munich, August 3.

The following is the result of the ninth round of the International Chess Tournament:—{...]

Schlechter drew with Pillsbury, Queen’s Pawn opening, after 44 moves.—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.08.04, p6

Date: 1900.08.03
Site: GER Munich

(810)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 9)

White: Schlechter, CAH
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [D37] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 Be7 5.e3
0-0 6.Bd3 ¢5 7.0-0 Nc6 8.dxc5 Bxc5 9.a3
a5 10.Qc2 Qe7 11.b3 dxc4 12.bxc4 Rd8
13.Bb2 Bd7 14.Rfdl h6 15.Ne4 Nxe4d
16.Bxe4 f5 17.Bd3 Be8 18.e4 Bh5 19.Be2
f4 20.e5 Rxdl+ 21.Rxdl Bxa3 22.Bxa3
Qxa3 23.Qe4 Rd8 24.Bd3 Bxf3 25.gxf3

Qf8 26.Rb1 Qf5 27.Qxf5 exf5 28.Bxf5 Nb4
29.Ral Re8 30.Rxa5 Nc6 31.Ral Rxeb
32.Be4 Kf7 33.Rd1 Re7 34.Rd6 Ne5
35.Rb6 Ke8 36.c5 Nd7 37.Rb5 Re5
38.Rxb7 Rxc5 39.Ra7 Ke7 40.Kg2 Rg5+
41.Kfl Kd6 42.Ra6+ Ke7 43.Ra7 Kd6
44.Rab+ Y2-%

Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten, 1900.08.06, p3 (courtesy Michael Kiihl)

Der Zwélfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp82-84

1900.08.04 Sat: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 10)

Munich, August 4.

The results of the tenth round of the International Chess Congress were as follows:—Pillsbury
beat Bardeleben, Ruy Lopez, 31 moves; [...]—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.08.06, p7

Date: 1900.08.04
Site: GER Munich

(811)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 10)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Bardeleben,C
Opening: [C65] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Be7
5.Nc3 d6 6.d4 Bd7 7.Bxc6 Bxc6 8.Qd3
exd4 9.Nxd4 Bd7 10.b3 0-0 11.Bb2 Re8
12.Rael Bf8 13.f4 Qe7 14.h3 c5 15.Nf3
Bc6 16.Nd5 Bxd5 17.exd5 Qd7 18.Bxf6

gxfé 19.Nh4 b5 20.Qf5 Qxf5 21.Nxf5 Reb8
22.h4 a5 23.h5 h6 24.Rf3 a4 25.Kh2 axb3
26.axb3 Ra2 27.Re2 c4 28.bxcd bxch
29.Rc3 Rb4 30.Re8 Rb7 31.Rg3+ 1-0

Der Zwélfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Minchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp86-87
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1900.08.06 Mon: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 11)

Munich, August 6.

The following is the result of the eleventh round of the International Chess Tournament.—...]

Burn against Pillsbury (Queen’s Gambit Declined), 32 moves [...]—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.08.07, p8

Date: 1900.08.06
Site: GER Munich

(812)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 11)

White: Burn,A
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [D31] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.Nf3 dxc4 5.a4
Bb4 6.Bd2 c5 7.e3 cxd4 8.Nxd4 e5 9.Nf3
Nc6 10.Bxc4 Nf6é 11.Qb3 0-0 12.Nxe5
Nxe5 13.Qxb4 a5 14.Qb5 Qc7 15.Be2 Bd7
16.Qb3 Be6 17.Qc2 Rfd8 18.0-0 Nfg4 19.f4

Nc4 20.Bxc4 Bxcd 21.Rf3 Qb6 22.h3 Bb3
23.Qcl Nf6é 24.Qel Rd6 25.Qf2 Rad8
26.Bel Qc6 27.Ra3 Bdl 28.Rg3 h6 29.e4
Nxe4 30.Nxe4 Qxed Y2-Y>

Der Zwdlfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp106-107

1900.08.07 Tue: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 12)

Munich, August 7.

The following is the result of the twelfth round of the International Chess Tournament:—...]

Wolf lost to Piilsbury [sic; Pillsbury] (Ruy Lopez) in 40 moves.

London Standard, 1900.08.08, p6

Date: 1900.08.07
Site: GER Munich

(813)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 12)

White: Wolf,H
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxe4d
5.d4 Nd6 6.dxe5 Nxb5 7.a4 d6 8.e6 fxeb
9.axb5 Ne7 10.Nc3 Ng6 11.Ng5 Be7
12.Qh5 Bxg5 13.Bxg5 Qd7 14.Ra3 0-0
15.Ne4 Nf4 16.Bxf4 Rxf4 17.Rh3 h6
18.Rel Qf7 19.Qe2 b6 20.Ra3 Bb7 21.Ng3
e5 22.Real Qd5 23.f3 Qd4+ 24.Qf2 Qxb2

25 Rxa7 Qxal+ 26.Rxal Rxal+ 27.Nfl
Bd5 28.Qe3 Bc4 29.h3 Rxfl+ 30.Kh2 h5
31.Qa3 h4 32.Qa8+ Kh7 33.Qe8 Bf7
34.Qe7 Bh5 35.Qg5 Bxf3 36.gxf3 R1xf3
37.Qh5+ Kg8 38.Qe8+ Rf8 39.Qe6+ Kh7
40.Qc4 Rf2+ 0-1

Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten, Morning Edition, 1900.08.10, p3 (courtesy Michael Kiihl)
Der Zwolfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp118-120

1900.08.08 Wed: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 13)

Munich, August 8.

The following is the result of the thirteenth round of the International Chess Tournament.—{...]

Pillsbury beat Janowski (Ruy Lopez) in 45 moves; [...]—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.08.09, p2

Date: 1900.08.08
Site: GER Munich

(814)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 13)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Janowski,DM
Opening: [C80] Spanish

l.ed e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bad Nf6
5.0-0 Nxe4 6.d4 b5 7.Bb3 d5 8.a4 RbS8

9.axb5 axb5 10.dxe5 Be6 11.c3 Bcbh
12.Nbd2 0-0 13.Bc2 f5 14.Nb3 Bb6
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15.Nbd4 Nxd4 16.Nxd4 Qd7 17.f3 Nc5
18.Kh1 f4 19.b4 Nb7 20.Qd3 g6 21.Qxb5
Qxb5 22.Nxb5 Nd8 23.Rd1 g5 24.Ba3 Nc6
25.Ba4 Nxe5 26.Rel Be3 27.Nxc7 Bf7
28.Redl d4 29.cxd4 Nc4 30.b5 Nxa3

31.Rxa3 Rb7 32.Rc3 Rc8 33.Nd5 Ra8
34.Nxe3 Rxa4 35.Nf5 Be6 36.Nd6 Rd7
37.Rc8+ Kg7 38.Rc7 Rxc7 39.Ne8+ Kf7
40.Nxc7 Bb3 41.Rbl Bc2 42.Rcl Rxd4
43.h4 Bf5 44.Rc5 Kg6 45.h5+ 1-0

Der Zwolfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp126-127

1900.08.09 Thu: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Round 14)

Munich, August 9.

The following is the result of the fourteenth round of the International Chess Tournament:—...]

The following games were drawn:—Halprin against Pillsbury (Ruy Lopez), 25 moves; [...]—

Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.08.10, p3

Date: 1900.08.09
Site: GER Munich

(815)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 14)

White: Halprin,A
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxe4
5.d4 Nd6 6.dxe5 Nxb5 7.a4 d6 8.e6 fxeb
9.axb5 Ne7 10.Nc3 Ng6 11.Ng5 Be7
12.Qh5 Bxg5 13.Bxgs Qd7 14.b6 cxb6

15.Nd5 exd5 16.Rfel+ Kf8 17.Ra3 Ne5
18.Rxe5 dxe5 19.Rf3+ Kg8 20.Bh6 Qe7
21.Bxg7 Kxg7 22.Rg3+ Kf8 23.Rf3+ Kg7
24.Rg3+ Kf8 Y-

Coburger Zeitung, n212, 1900.09.11 (ends 23...Kg8; courtesy Michael Kiihl)

Wiener Schachzeitung, v4 n4, April 1901, pp80-81

Der Zwolfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp128-129

1900.08.10 Fri: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 15)

(Reuter’s Telegram.)
Munich, Friday.
The following is the result of the final round of the International Chess Tournament.—...]

The games between Pillsbury and Berger (Ruy Lopez), and Schlechter and Maroczy (queen’s
pawn opening) were drawn in 59 and 48 moves respectively.

The following are the prize-winners:—Maroczy, Schlechter, and Pillsbury, equal; Burn fourth;
Marco fifth; Cohn sixth, Berger, Showalter, Janowski, and Wolf share the seventh and eighth
prizes. The three first named players will play off the tie-match of two games, commencing on

Sunday.
Yorkshire Post, 1900.08.11, p8

Munich, August 10.
The following is the result of the final round of the International Chess Tournament:—...] The
games between Pillsbury and Berger (Ruy Lopez), and Schlechter and Maroczy (Queen’s Pawn
opening) were drawn in 59 and 48 moves respectively.

The following are the prize-winners:—Maroczy, Schlechter, and Pillsbury, equal; Burn, 4th;
Marco, 5th; Cohn, 6th; Berger, Showalter, Janowski, and Wolf share the 7th and 8th prizes. The
three first-named players will play off a tie match of two games each, commencing on Sunday.—

Reuter.
London Standard, 1900.08.11, p6

Date: 1900.08.10 (816)
Site: GER Munich

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Round 15)

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Berger,JN

Opening: [C71] Spanish

1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 d6 5.Nc3
Bd7 6.0-0 g6 7.d4 Bg7 8.Bg5 Qc8 9.dxe5
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Nxe5 10.Nxe5 Bxe5 11.Bb3 h6 12.Be3 Beb
13.f4 Bxc3 14.bxc3 Bxb3 15.axb3 Qd7



16.Qd5 Qc6 17.Qxc6+ bxc6 18.Ra5 f6
19.Rfal Rh7 20.Rxa6 Rxa6 21.Rxa6 Re7
22.Ra4 15 23.e5 dxeb5 24.Bc5 Re6 25.Ra8+
Kf7 26.Rf8+ Kg7 27.Rc8 exf4 28.Rxc7+
Kf6 29.Kf2 Ke5 30.Kf3 g5 31.Bd4+ Kd6
32.Rf7 Ne7 33.c4 ¢5 34.Bg7 Ng6 35.Kf2
Ne5 36.Ra7 Ng4+ 37.Kfl Re8 38.h3 Ne3+

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

39.Kgl Nxc2 40.Bxh6 Rg8 41.Rg7 Rxg7
42.Bxg7 Nd4 43.b4 Ne6 44.Bc3 cxb4
45.Bxb4+ Ke5 46.Be7 Kd4 47.c5 Kd5
48.Kf1l Kc6 49.Ke2 Kd7 50.Bf6 Kc6
51.Kf3 g4+ 52.hxg4 fxg4+ 53.Kxg4 Kxc5
54.Be5 Kd5 55.Kf5 f3 56.gxf3 Nc5 57.Bc3
Nd3 58.Kf6 Kd6 59.Bd2 Kd5 Y2-%>

Der Zwolfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp144-145 (gives 1900.08.11)

1900.08.12 Sun: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Tie-Break Game 1)

Munich, August 12.

The tie match between Maroczy and Pillsbury resulted in the victory of the latter after 25 moves.

The Giuoco Piano opening was employed.—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.08.13, p7

Date: 1900.08.12
Site: GER Munich

(817)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Tie-Break Game 1)

White: Maro6czy,G
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C50] Italian

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.d3 Nf6
5.Nc3 d6 6.Bg5 h6 7.Be3 Bb6 8.Qd2 Be6
9.Bb3 Qe7 10.Bxe6 Qxe6 11.0-0 Ne7
12.Bxb6 axb6 13.d4 Ng6 14.dxe5 dxeb

15.Radl 0-0 16.Khl Kh7 17.Ngl Qc4
18.f3 Nf4 19.Rfel Qb4 20.Qcl Rfd8 21.a3
Qc5 22.Nge2 N6h5 23.Nxf4 Nxf4 24.93
Rxd1 25.Nxd1 Nd3 0-1

Minchner Neueste Nachrichten, Morning Edition, 1900.08.14, p2 (courtesy Michael Kiihl)
Der Zwolfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, p148

1900.08.13 Mon: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Tie-Break Game 2)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Munich, August 13.

Maroczy, acting on medical advice, has resigned, and will take the third prize in the International
Tournament. Schlechter and Pillsbury will continue their tie match of the best of four games for first
and second prize. The match will be played every day except Thursday, commencing to-morrow.

London Standard, 1900.08.14, p6

1900.08.14 Tue: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Tie-Break Game 1)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Munich, August 14.

Pillsbury has lost the first game in his tie match with Schlechter (Petroff’s defence, 55 moves).

London Standard, 1900.08.15, p8

Date: 1900.08.14
Site: GER Munich

(818)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Tie-Break Game 1)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Schlechter, CAH
Opening: [C43] Russian

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.d4 Nxed4 4.Bd3 d5
5.Nxe5 Nc6 6.Nxc6 bxc6 7.Qe2 Qe7 8.0-0
g6 9.Bxed4 Qxed 10.Qxed+ dxed 11.Rel 15
12.f3 Bg7 13.¢3 0-0 14.Bf4 ¢5 15.dxc5 Rb8
16.Re2 Ba6 17.Rf2 e3 18.Bxe3 Rfe8
19.Bd2 Rxb2 20.Na3 Bf8 21.Be3 Rxe3

22.Rxb2 Bxc5 23.Khl Bxa3 24.Rb8+ Kif7
25.h4 Bc5 26.c4 Rc3 27.Rdl Rxc4
28.Rd7+ Keb6 29.Rxh7 Rcl+ 30.Kh2 Bd6+
31.93 Rc2+ 32.Khl Be2 33.Rb3 Bxg3
34.h5f4 0-1

Der Zwolfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp148-149

Philadelphia North American, 1902.01.26
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1900.08.15 Wed: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Tie-Break Game 2)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)

Munich, August 15.

Pillsbury has won the second game of the Tie Match with Schlechter (Ruy Lopez, 56 moves).

London Standard, 1900.08.16, p2

Date: 1900.08.15
Site: GER Munich

(819)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Tie-Break Game 2)

White: Schlechter, CAH
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C87] Spanish

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bad Nf6
5.0-0 d6 6.d4 Bd7 7.Rel Be7 8.c3 0-0
9.Nbd2 Re8 10.d5 Nb8 11.Bc2 Rf8 12.Nf1
Ne8 13.h3 5 14.exf5 Bxf5 15.Bxf5 Rxf5
16.Ng3 Rf7 17.Ne4 h6 18.c4 b6 19.Be3 a5
20.Kh2 Nd7 21.Rgl Nef6 22.Nfd2 Nxe4
23.Nxe4 Nf6 24.Ng3 Qd7 25.Qc2 Nh7
26.Ne4 Qf5 27.Racl Raf8 28.a3 Bh4 29.b4
axb4 30.axb4 Nf6 31.Nxf6+ Qxf6 32.f3

Bg5 33.Qd2 e4 34.fxe4 Qe5+ 35.Khl Rf2
36.Qc3 Qxc3 37.Rxc3 Bxe3d 38.Rxe3 Rc2
39.e5 dxe5 40.Rxe5 Rxc4 41.d6 cxd6
42.Rb5 Rc6 43.Ral Rf2 44.Ra3 Rd2
45.Rf5 d5 46.Raf3 Rcl+ 47.Kh2 Rcc2
48.Rf8+ Kh7 49.Rg3 Rc7 50.Rd8 b5
51.Rb8 Rd7 52.Rxb5 d4 53.Rf3 d3 54.Rc5
Re2 55.Rc3 d2 56.Rcd3 d1Q 0-1

Der Zwblfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp149-150

Philadelphia North American, 1902.01.26

1900.08.17 Fri: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress

(Tie-Break Game 3)

Munich, August 17.

The third game of the tie match between Pillsbury and Schlechter has resulted in a draw—fifty-

four moves.—Reuter.

London Standard, 1900.08.18, p6

Date: 1900.08.17
Site: GER Munich

(820)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Tie-Break Game 3)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Schlechter, CAH
Opening: [D32] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c5 4.cxd5 exd5
5.dxc5 Nf6 6.Bg5 Bxch 7.e3 Be6 8.Nf3 Nc6
9.Bd3 h6 10.Bh4 0-0 11.0-0 Be7 12.Rcl
Qa5 13.Bbl Rfd8 14.Nd4 Nxd4 15.exd4
Rac8 16.Qd3 Rc4 17.b3 Rc6 18.Ne2 Rdc8
19.Bxf6 Bxf6 20.Rcel g6 21.Qe3 Bg7 22.f4
Bg4 23.f5 g5 24.h3 Bxe2 25.Rxe2 Qb4
26.Rd1 Rc3 27.Qf2 Rcl 28.Red2 Bf6 29.g3

Rxd1+ 30.Rxdl Rc3 31.Kg2 Kg7 32.Rd2
h5 33.Bc2 h4 34.gxh4 gxh4 35.Rd3 Rxd3
36.Bxd3 Qc3 37.Be2 Qc2 38.Bgd Qed+
39.Qf3 Qxd4 40.Qd1l Qe5 41.Qd3 Bg5
42.Kf1l d4 43.Bf3 b6 44.Qed4 Qb5+ 45.Be2
Qc5 46.Bc4 b5 47.Qd5 Qxd5 48.Bxd5 d3
49.a4 b4 50.Bc4 d2 51.Ke2 Kf6 52.Kdl
Ke7 53.Kc2 f6 54.Be2 Y2-%

Der Zwolfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, pp151-152

1900.08.18 Sat: Munich, Germany

e 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Tie-Break Game 4)

(Through Reuter’s Agency.)
Munich, August 18.
The fourth and concluding game of the match between Pillsbury and Schlechter has resulted in a
draw. (Ruy Lopez 45 moves). Each player having a game to his credit, and there being two

drawn games, the first and second prizes will be divided.
London Standard, 1900.08.20, p8
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Date: 1900.08.18
Site: GER Munich

(821)

Event: 12th German Chess Federation Congress (Tie-Break Game 4)

White: Schlechter, CAH
Black: Pillsbury,HN
Opening: [C79] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6
5.0-0 d6 6.d4 Bd7 7.Rel b5 8.dxe5 Nxe5
9.Bb3 Bg4 10.Nxe5 Bxdl 11.Bxf7+ Ke7
12.Nc6+ Kxf7 13.Nxd8+ Rxd8 14.Rxdl
Nxe4 15.a4 b4 16.Be3 d5 17.Nd2 Nxd2
18.Rxd2 Be7 19.Radl c6 20.Rd4 Rhe8
21.Kfl Kg8 22.R4d3 Bf6 23.b3 Re4d

24.Bb6 Rde8 25.Re3 Bc3 26.Rdd3 Kf7
27.Rxe4 Rxe4 28.Re3 Keb 29.Rxed+ dxed
30.Ke2 Kd5 31.Be3 ¢5 32.Kf1 Bd4 33.Kgl
Keb 34.Kfl Kf5 35.Kgl h5 36.g3 h4
37.Kg2 hxg3 38.Kxg3 g5 39.h3 Beb5+
40.Kg2 Bd4 41.Kg3 a5 42.Kg2 Kgb
43.Bd2 Kh5 44.Bc1 Kh4 45.Bd2 Y2-Y%-

Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten, Morning Edition, 1900.08.21, p2 (courtesy Michael Kiihl)
Der Zwolfte Kongress des Deutschen Schachbundes Miinchen 1900, Leipzig 1901, p152

The fourth and final game in the tie match for the first prize between Pillsbury and Schlechter in
the International chess tournament at Munich has resulted in a draw. The first and second prizes
were 1,000 and 800 marks respectively, as well as a silver cup, given by the Prince Regent of
Bavaria. The players voluntarily agreed to divide the prizes, and Pillsbury took 1,000 marks and

Schlechter 800 marks and the cup.

Newcastle Courant, 1900.08.25, p2

1900.08.19 Sun: Augsburg, Germany
e Blindfold Simultaneous
16 games: 16 chess [+11=3-2]

Aus Augsburg. Pillsbury spielte hier am 19. August 16 Blindlingspartieen mit dem Resultate 11,
2, 3. Die glucklicken Gewinner waren Ingenieur Buz and J. Kunstmann.

Deutsche Schachzeitung, v55 n9, September 1900, p284

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(822)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Buz,R
Opening: [C30] King’s Gambit Declined

1.e4 e5 2.f4 Bc5 3.Nf3 d6 4.Nc3 Nc6 5.Bb5
Bd7 6.d3 Nge7 7.Na4 Bb6 8.Nxb6 axb6
9.0-0 0-0 10.fxe5 dxe5 11.Bg5 f6 12.Bca+
Kh8 13.Bd2 Bg4 14.a3 f5 15.h3 Bh5

16.exf5 e4 17.dxe4 Bxf3 18.Qxf3 Qd4+
19.Qe3 Qxc4 20.Bc3 Qc5 21.Qxc5 bxch
22.Radl Rad8 23.Rxd8 Rxd8 24.g4 Nd4
25.e5 Ne2+ 26.Kh1 Ng3+ 0-1

Retrieved April 13, 2023, from https://database.chessbase.com/

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(823)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Martin
Opening: [C25] Vienna

l.ed4 e5 2.Nc3 Bc5 3.Nf3 d6 4.d4 exd4
5.Nxd4 Nf6 6.Be2 Qe7 7.Bg5 h6 8.Bxf6
Qxfé 9.Nf3 Nc6 10.Nd5 Qd8 11.0-0 0-0
12.c3 a6 13.Bd3 Ne5 14.Nxe5 dxe5 15.Qe2

c6 16.Ne3 Qg5 17.Rael Be6 18.Bbl b5
19.Kh1l Rad8 20.Rd1 Bxe3 21.Qxe3 Qxe3
22.fxe3 Y2-Y>

Retrieved April 13, 2023, from https://database.chessbase.com/

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(824)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Oberhauser,F
Opening: [C79] Spanish

l.ed e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bad Nf6
5.0-0 d6 6.d4 Bd7 7.Nc3 Nxd4 8.Bxd7+

Qxd7 9.Nxd4 exd4 10.Qxd4 0-0-0 11.b4
Qc6 12.a4 b6 13.b5 Qb7 14.a5 axb5
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15.Nxb5 bxa5 16.Rxa5 Rd7 17.Bg5 cb
18.Qa4 Kd8 19.Bxf6+ gxf6 20.Ra8+ Ke7
21.Nc3 Bg7 22.Nd5+ Ke6 23.Rxh8 Bxh8
24.Qa3 f5 25.Q0h3 f6 26.Qxf5+ KIf7
27.Qxh7+ Bg7 28.h4 Rd8 29.h5 Rh8

30.Qg6+ Kf8 31.Nxf6 Qf7 32.Nd5 Be5
33.Rb1 Qxg6 34.hxg6 Kg7 35.g3 Kxg6
36.Kg2 Rd8 37.f4 Bg7 38.Rb7 Re8 39.Kf3
Kh6 40.g4 Ra8 41.g5+ Kh7 42.f5 Kh8
43.f6 Bf8 44.96 Bh6 45.Rh7+ 1-0

Retrieved April 13, 2023, from https://database.chessbase.com/

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(825)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Dyckhoff,E
Opening: [C31] Falkbeer

1l.e4 e5 2.f4 d5 3.exd5 e4 4.d3 Qxd5 5.Qe2
Nf6 6.Nd2 Bf5 7.dxe4 Bxe4 8.Nxed Qxed
9.Qxed4+ Nxe4 10.Bd3 Nf6 11.Be3 Bd6
12.Ne2 Nbd7 13.0-0-0 Bc5 14.Bxc5 Nxc5

15.Nd4 Nxd3+ 16.Rxd3 0-0-0 17.Rhd1 c5
18.Nb5 Rxd3 19.Rxd3 Kb8 20.Nd6 Rf8
21.Rb3 b6 22.Re3 Nd5 23.Re5 Nxf4 24.93
Ne6 25.Nxf7 Rxf7 26.Rxe6 Y2-%-

Retrieved April 13, 2023, from https://database.chessbase.com/

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(826)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Epstein,L
Opening: [C30] King’s Gambit Declined

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Bc5 3.f4 d6 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.Bb5
Ne7 6.Na4 0-0 7.Nxc5 dxcb 8.fxe5 h6 9.d3 a6
10.Bxc6 Nxc6 11.0-0 Nd4 12.Nxd4 Qxd4+

13.Kh1l Qxe5 14.c3 c4 15.Bf4 Qe7 16.dxc4
Qxed 17.Qd4 Qe7 18.Rael Beb6 19.Qe5 Rae8
20.Qxc7 Qxc7 21.Bxc7 Bxc4d 22.Rgl Y2-Y

Retrieved April 13, 2023, from https://database.chessbase.com/

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(827)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Ubelhoer,D
Opening: [C25] Vienna

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Bcb 3.f4 d6 4.Nf3 Nd7 5.Bc4
a6 6.d3 Ngf6é 7.Qe2 b5 8.Bb3 c6 9.fxe5
Nxe5 10.Nxe5 dxe5 11.Qf3 Bg4 12.Qg3
Qd4 13.Ne2 Bxe2 14.Kxe2 Nh5 15.0Qf3

Nf6 16.c3 Qd6 17.Rel 0-0 18.Bg5 Bb6
19.Rfl Bd8 20.g4 h6 21.Bd2 Ra7 22.h4
Nh7 23.Rh1 Bf6 24.g5 hxg5 25.hxg5 NXg5
26.Qh5 g6 27.Qxg6+ 1-0

Retrieved April 13, 2023, from https://database.chessbase.com/

Cette partie et les cing suivantes ont été jouées dans la séance des 16 parties, sans voir, donnée
par M. Pillsbury, au Club d’échecs d’Augsbourg. Nous les reproduisons d’aprés 1’Augsburger

Schachblatt.

La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, p364

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(828)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Riezler
Opening: [C30] King’s Gambit Declined

1.e4 e5 2.f4 Bc5 3.Nf3 d6 4.Nc3 Nc6 5.Bb5
Bg4 6.h3 Bxf3 7.Qxf3 a6 8.Bxc6+ bxcé
9.fxe5 dxe5 10.d3 g5 11.Be3 Bd4 12.0-0
Qd7 13.Bxd4 Qxd4+ 14.Kh1l Qd7 15.Qg3
6 16.Ne2 Qe6 17.Qf3 h5 18.Ng3 g4 19.Qf5
Kd7 20.Nxh5 Qxf5 21.Rxf5 Ne7 22.Nxf6+
Ke6 23.Rf2 gxh3 24.Ng4 hxg2+ 25.Kxg2

Rag8 26.Rf6+ Kd7 27.Kg3 Rh5 28.Rgl
Rhg5 29.Kf3 Ng6 30.Rhl Kc8 31.Rf5
Rxf5+ 32.exf5 Ne7 33.f6 Rf8 34.Ke4 Nd5
35.Kxe5 Rg8 36.Kf5 Rxg4 37.Kxg4 Nxf6+
38.Kf5 Nd5 39.Ke5 Kb7 40.Kd4 Nb4
41.c3 c5+ 42.Kc4 Nc2 43.Rh3 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, pp364-365
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Une des deux parties perdues dans la séance de 16 parties sans voir jouée au Club d’Augsbourg

le 16 [sic; 19] aodt 1900.

La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, p365

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(829)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Kunstmann,J
Opening: [C54] Italian

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.¢3 Nf6 5.0-0
Nxe4 6.d4 d5 7.dxc5 dxc4 8.Qe2 Nxc5
9.Nxe5 Qe7 10.Rel Nxe5 11.Qxe5 Beb6
12.Qxg7 0-0-0 13.Bg5 Qf8 14.Qxf8 Rdxf8

15.Be7 Nd3 16.Re2 Rfg8 17.Bf6 Rxg2+
18.Kxg2 Rg8+ 19.Kf3 Bg4+ 20.Ke3 Re8+
21.Kd4 Rxe2 22.Na3 Nxf2 23.Rgl Red+

24.Kc5 b6+ 25.Kb4 ¢5+ 0-1

Deutsche Schachzeitung, v55 n11, November 1900, p337
La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, p365

Jouée le 16 [sic; 19] aott 1900 dans la séance de 16 parties sans voir du Club d’ Augsbourg.

La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, p365

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(830)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Heydecker + Theilheimer
Opening: [D31] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Nf3 f6 5.Qb3
Bxc3+ 6.Qxc3 Ne7 7.Bf4 Nbc6 8.e3 a6
9.Bd3 0-0 10.0-0 Bd7 11.Bg3 Be8 12.e4
Bh5 13.Rfel Bxf3 14.gxf3 h6 15.Radl f5
16.exf5 exf5 17.Be5 Ng6 18.Kh1 Qd7 19.f4

Nce7 20.Rgl c6 21.Rg3 Qe6 22.Rdgl Rf7
23.c5 Nxe5 24.fxe5 Kh8 25.f4 Rg8 26.Be2
g6 27.Qf3 Kh7 28.h4 h5 29.Qg2 Kh6
30.Rg5 Rfg7 31.Bxh5 gxh5 32.Rxg7 Rxg7

33.Qxg7# 1-0
La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, pp365-366

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(831)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Brochier
Opening: [D04] Queen’s Pawn

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e3 Nc6 4.c4 dxc4
5.Bxc4 e6 6.0-0 Nb4 7.Nc3 c5 8.Qe2 ab
9.a3 b5 10.axb4 bxc4 11.bxc5 a5 12.Qxc4

Ba6 13.Qad+ Ke7 14.Qxa5 Qb8 15.Ne5
Bb7 16.Qb6 Rxal 17.Nc6+ 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, p366

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(832)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Abrell,M + Gobel
Opening: [C34] King’s Gambit

1.e4 €5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 d6 4.d4 Bg4 5.Bxf4
Bxf3 6.Qxf3 c6 7.Nc3 Ne7 8.Bc4 Qd7 9.0-0
b5 10.Bxf7+ Kd8 11.Bb3 Ng6 12.Bg5+

Be7 13.Bxe7+ Qxe7 14.Qg3 Nd7 15.Rf7
Qe8 16.Qxd6 Ne7 17.Be6 Rb8 18.Bxd7
Qxd7 19.Qxb8+ Qc8 20.Qxc8+ 1-0

La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, p367

Before leaving Germany for England, Pillsbury accepted an invitation to visit Augsburg, and
while there gave a blindfold exhibition against sixteen opponents. He met with his usual success,
defeating eleven, drawing with three and losing to but two of the players. An examination of the
two sample games printed to-day will show that he is as clever as ever in dumfounding his

adversaries, and that their number apparently discomfits him but little.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.09.06, p6

Jouée le 16 [sic; 19] aotit 1900, dans la séance de 16 parties sans voir, du Club d’Augsbourg.
La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, p366
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Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(833)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Plesch,G
Opening: [C64] Spanish

Annotations: Pillsbury (Brooklyn Daily Eagle)

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Bc5 4.c3 Bd6 5.d4
exd4 6.0-0 dxc3 7.Nxc3 Ne5 8.Nxe5 Bxe5
9.f4 Bd6 10.Be3 Qe7 11.Nd5 Qxe4 12.Rel
Ne7 13.Nxc7+ Bxc7 14.Bc5 Qf5 15.Bxe7
Qxb5 16.Rc1 Qb6+

There is nothing to be done; if
16...Bb6+ 17.Bc5+ Kd8 18.Qd6 and
wins easily.

17.Bc5+ 1-0

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.09.06, p6
La Stratégie, v33 n12, 15 December 1900, pp366-367

Une des seize parties sans voir jouées au club d’échecs d’ Augsburg le 19 Aotit 1900.

La Stratégie, v33 n10, 15 October 1900, p300

Date: 1900.08.19
Site: GER Augsburg

(834)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Hausler,H
Opening: [C25] Vienna

Annotations: Pillsbury (Brooklyn Daily Eagle)

1.e4 €5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 d6 4.Nf3 exf4 5.d4
g5 6.h4 Bg4 7.Bb5 a6 8.Bxc6+ bxc6 9.hxg5
Ne7 10.Bxf4 Ng6 11.Qd2 Bg7 12.0-0-0
Qc8 13.e5 Qf5 14.Bh2 dxe5 15.dxe5 0-0
16.Nd4
The beginning of the combination,
White playing for the mate.
16..Qd7 17.Ne4 Bxdl 18.Nfe+ Bxf6
19.gxf6 Qg4

The only move, for if 19...Kh8,
White announces mate in seven
Mmoves.
20.Qh6 Nh8
If 20...Nh4, 21.Bf4 Qg6 22.Qxh4 or
22.Rxh4 are sufficient to win.
21.Nf5 Rfe8 22.Rxd1l Qg6 23.Rd7 Qxh6+
24.Nxh6+ Kf8 25.Rxc7 Rac8 26.Rd7 Rcd8

27.6 1-0
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.09.06, p6
Chicago Tribune, 1900.09.30, p20 (ends 23...Rc8 24.e6)
Deutsche Schachzeitung, v55 n11, November 1900, p336

Falkirk Herald and Midland Counties Journal, 1902.06.04, p8 (gives Hansler)

1900.08.21 Tue: Augsburg, Germany
e Offhand game with Lasker

The following game was played during a visit to the Augsburg Chess Club, after the Munich
Tournament, by Dr. E. Lasker and Mr. Pillsbury. The time limit being fixed at thirty moves per

hour accounts for the character of a “skittle” game, which it undoubtedly bears:—
London Standard, 1900.10.02, p9

The meetings of Pillsbury and Lasker have always been points of extraordinary interest to the
chess world, so that even the following offhander, played between them last August 21, at the

Augsburg Chess Club, will prove interesting:

Philadelphia Times, 1900.11.25, p29

Date: 1900.08.21

Site: GER Augsburg (Augsburg Chess Club)
Event: Offhand Game

White: Lasker,Em

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C31] Falkbeer

(835)

1.e4 e5 2.f4 d5 3.exd5 e4 4.Nc3 Nf6 5.Qe2
Bd6 6.d3 0-0 7.dxe4 Nxed4 8.Nxe4 Re8
9.Bd2 Bf5 10.0-0-0 Bxe4 11.Qg4 5 12.Qg3
Nd7 13.Bc3 Nf6 14.Nh3 Ng4 15.Be2 Be7
16.Bxg4 Bh4 17.Bxf5 Bxg3 18.Be6+ Rxe6

19.dxe6 Qe8 20.hxg3 Bxg2 21.Rhel Bxh3
22.Rd7 Qg6 23.b3 Re8 24.Re5 Bxe6
25.Rxc7 Qxg3 26.Kb2 h6 27.Rxb7 Rc8
28.Bd4 Qg2 29.Rxa7 Rxc2+ 30.Kbl Qd2
0-1

Coburger Zeitung, n212, 1900.09.11 (courtesy Michael Kuhl)
London Standard, 1900.10.02, p9
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1900.08.30 Thu: Gravesend, England
e Sails for the United States

Gravesend, August 30—Marquette, for New York, left to-day.
London Daily News, 1900.08.31, p9

September, 1900

It was lately announced that Lasker, Pillsbury, Schlechter, Maroczy, and Janowski were about to
make a tour of the European capitals to give chess exhibitions, and that Pillsbury intended to
attempt some unprecedented, if not impossible, feats of blindfold play. As he has already sailed
for America, where he has arranged an autumn tour, it is evident that the announcement was
premature. The explanation of it is that some of the leading players did lately discuss the
possibility of a European tour in combination, but came to the conclusion that it was

impracticable.
London Morning Post, 1900.09.03, p3

After an absence of over four months, Harry N. Pillsbury, the American chess champion, is now
on his way across the ocean, and will be home again early next week. A cablegram received here
yesterday stated that he had taken passage on the American transport liner Marquet [sic;
Marquette], which is due on Monday or Tuesday. Since his departure for Europe, Pillsbury has
participated in two great international tournaments, taking second place at Paris, next to Lasker,
and tieing for first with Schlechter at Munich. Beside considerable prize money in cash, he
brings with him a Sevres vase, part of his compensation at Paris, which he will take pleasure in
exhibiting to his friends. The latter, on the other hand, will be rejoiced to see the champion again,
if only to congratulate him on the consistently good work which enabled him to uphold the

dignity of the Stars and Stripes in the European chess arena.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.09.06, p6

1900.09.09 Sun: New York, NY
e Evening: Arrived in quarantine, headed into New York

Harry N. Pillsbury, America’s chess champion, who has been absent in Europe for the past four
months, during which time he participated in international masters’ tournaments, both at Paris
and Munich, made his reappearance in local chess circles Monday and met with a hearty
reception on all sides. In order to secure a long rest after his trying labors at Munich, where, after
tieing Schlechter for first place, he was obliged to undergo a hard series of four stubborn games
with the Austrian, Pillsbury took passage on a slow liner, the Marquette, of the Atlantic
Transport Line. The vessel put into port ahead of her schedule and anchored at Quarantine
Sunday night. The courtesies of the port having been ordered extended to him, as a distinguished
American, Pillsbury was enabled to slip up to the city and unintentionally dodged his many

friends, who awaited the arrival of the steamer Monday morning.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.09.12, p14

1900.09.10 Mon: New York, NY
e Morning: Rested in seclusion
e Evening: Visited the Brooklyn Chess Club

Harry N. Pillsbury, the American chess champion has returned from the scenes of his
Continental conquests. During his stay in Europe he added to his laurels the second prize in the
international tournament and a half share in the first prize of another. He has may interesting
things to say about the tourneys at Paris and Munich, and although not detracting from the ability
of his opponents, has an explanation that will doubtless satisfy his many friends who have been
disappointed by his failure to secure first honors in both events. It appears that he had something
besides the single chess ability of his opponents to battle against in his struggle for supremacy.

Pillsbury arrived here on the steamer Marquette, of the Atlantic transport line on Sunday night.
He is in the best of health and spirits, and after a short rest will start on this third American tour,
giving exhibitions at clubs throughout the country.

When asked about the proposed Monte Carlo tournament in 1901, Mr. Pillsbury said that it was
indefinite but that 10,000 francs had been promised for the prizes. He said there was nothing in the
report that Lasker, Schlechter, Maroczy, Janowski, and himself would soon make a tour of the
world together. The plan, he said, had been proposed to him, but he had declined, as he considered
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his own plans more lucrative. Regarding the possibility of a seventh American Chess Congress,
Mr. Pillsbury said he did not care to express himself until some definite steps had been taken.

He said that several bad mistakes had been made in the scores of his games as sent to this
country. In the game with Tschigorin at Paris he says that the Russian master never had an
opportunity to mate him in three as shown by the score, which he says is entirely erroneous. As
for the Maroczy game at Munich, in which local experts declared that the Hungarian resigned in
a won game, Pillsbury explains the error by stating that his last queen move should have been
Q-B4 instead of Q-B5, as in the score sent to the United States. As for the Halprin game, also at
Munich, in which a “cooked” variation was played on the American master, Pillsbury says that
not only did Maroczy assist Halprin in preparing the L’Hermit variation in the Ruy Lopez, but
that Schlechter, and Janowski and others were also allied against him in this tournament. The
variation played against him at Paris by Didier in which the Frenchman secured a won game and
then left his queen en prise, Pillsbury says, was also cooked up against him. He says that he has
had to contend against these combination in both tournaments. Halprin’s draw came at a critical
time and kept Pillsbury from a well earned first prize. He has however, nothing but praise for the
play of his opponents. He says that he still considers the queen's gambit the strongest opening.
He was at the Brooklyn Chess Club yesterday afternoon and received a warm welcome from the

members.
Brooklyn Daily Standard Union, 1900.09.11, p9

He made the most of the respite afforded him, remaining in seclusion all the morning, but
agreeably surprised the members of the Brooklyn Chess Club by showing up at their
headquarters in the afternoon. From then on he was continually the center of admiring groups,
showing and analyzing interesting positions, solving problems and end games, saved up for him
during his absence, and carrying on a lively conversation all the while.

As usual Pillsbury was glad to get home again. “lI managed to exist over there,” said he, “but
give me America; there’s no place like it.” The champion found the early starts made in the
tournaments, sometimes at 9 A.M., in no wise to his liking. In addition to this drawback he had
none the best of luck and had, moreover, at Munich, the play against an Austro-Hungarian
combination that was constantly analyzing and preparing variations for his benefit. A notable
case in point was his draw with Halprin in the semi-final round at Munich, which was the result
of a pre-arranged line of play. Taking everything into consideration, Pillsbury thinks he has not
done so poorly in bringing back the second prize from Paris and half of first and second from
Munich. A part of the Paris prize, a handsome Sevres vase, came with him and he had no

difficulty on Monday in getting it through the Custom House.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.09.12, p14

Pillsbury and Showalter have arrived from Europe, the former on Monday and the latter
yesterday. As will be remembered, Pillsbury won the second prize in the Paris international
tourney and tied with Schlechter, the Austrian, for first and second prizes in the Munich
tournament. When seen by a reporter of The Sun he had little to say about these contests, but he
contradicted the statement, made in European papers that he ever intended to tour in company
with Lasker, Showalter, Maroczy and Janowski through Europe and America. He said that he
could not afford to absent himself from America for a long time during the winter months, as he
had already made several engagements with clubs. He will, however, go to the Monte Carlo

tournament in case this contest should be played in winter, as originally proposed.
New York Sun, 1900.09.12, p8

Chess Champion Harry N. Pillsbury, who has been away in Europe for four months and who in
that time has competed in two international tournaments, returned home Monday. He turned up
at the headquarters of the Brooklyn Chess Club Monday night. His coming had been expected

and a large crowd of members was in attendance. Handshaking and congratulations followed.
Baltimore Sun, 1900.09.12, p6

1900.09.12 Wed: New York, NY
e Departs for Philadelphia

With Pillsbury and Showalter back from Europe and Marshall home from the country, where he
has been in seclusion for the past few weeks, metropolitan chess circles have an air of activity
that is somewhat unusual for so early in the season. Pillsbury, however, has already taken his
departure, having left for Philadelphia yesterday, while Showalter will not tarry long before

journeying to his home in Kentucky.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.09.13, p15
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October, 1900

1900.10.01 Mon: Philadelphia, PA
e Scheduled to give a seance

Mr. Harry Nelson Pillsbury, chess champion of the United States, takes pleasure in announcing
that his third season commences October 1, 1900, starting with a seance at his own club, the
Franklin. He will continue his exhibitions throughout the country of blindfold chess and checkers
(up to 16 games simultaneously) in conjunction with duplicate whist, also introducing other
novel features.

Mr. Pillsbury’s address is either Franklin Chess Club, or care of W. P. Shipley, Girard Building.

As an exhibition player Mr. Pillsbury is facile princeps, in a class by himself.
Philadelphia Times, 1900.09.30, p12

H. N. Pillsbury, the Champion chess player of America, has been playing a series of games at
checkers during the week at the Franklin Chess Club, Betz Building, with G. H. Kearns, a well-
known player of this city. In all twenty games were played, which resulted in disaster for Kearns,
by the following score: Pillsbury won 9 games; Kearns, 0; drawn, eleven games. Mr. Pillsbury is
undoubtedly one of the finest checker players in the country, and ranks among the best players in

the world.
White Collection Scrapbook, Philadelphia Times (miscellaneous column dated 1900.10.07; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

The following checker game could be from this period.

Played at the Franklin Chess club, Philadelphia, Pa., by Harry N. Pillsbury and George H.

Kearns.
Chicago Inter Ocean, 1908.05.03, Classified Section, p5

Site: USA Philadelphia, PA (Franklin Chess Club) (836)
Black: Pillsbury,HN

White: Kearns,GH

Opening: [007] Edinburgh

1.9-13 22-18 2.10-15 25-22 3.6-10 23-19
4.11-16 18x11 5.16x23 27x18 6.8x15 18x11
7.7x16 22-18 8.5-9 29-25 9.4-8 25-22
10.8-11 32-27 11.16-20 30-25 12.11-16
18-14 13.9x18 22x6 14.2x9 25-22 15.1-5
22-18 16.9-14 18x9 17.5x14 26-22 18.16-19

24x15 19.14-18 15-10 20.18x25 10-6
21.25-30 6-2 22.30-25 2-6 23.25-22 27-23
24.3-8 6-10 25.8-11 28-24 26.20x27 31x24
27.22-26 23-18 28.11-16 10-14 29.26-23
24-20 30.16-19 20-16 31.19-24 16-11
32.24-27 Yo=Y

Schaefer ’s Checkerist, v1 n2, November 1900, p3 (credit Jim Loy)
Chicago Inter Ocean, 1908.05.03, Classifed Section, p5

1900.10.04 Thu: Martinsburg, WV
e Afternoon: Simultaneous (knight odds)
7 games: 7 chess [+7=0-0]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
12 games: 10 chess [+10=0-0], 1 checkers [+1=0-0], 1 whist [+1=0-1]

Martinsburg, W. Va., Oct. 5—Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, the American chess champion, played
10 games of chess, one game of checkers and one of duplicate whist, before a large crowd in the
courthouse last night. He played simultaneously without seeing any of the boards. Pillsbury won

all the games. The Pillsbury Chess Club arranged the exhibition.
Baltimore Sun, 1900.10.06, p6

Chess Champion Harry N. Pillsbury has now fairly started upon his third annual tour of the
American continent, and has already given a number of remarkable exhibitions of his versatile
skill. At Martinsburg, W. Va., last week he gave the odds of a knight to seven opponents in a

blindfold performance and defeated them all.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.10.12, p16

The American chess champion, H. N. Pillsbury, opened his present season at the Pillsbury Club,
Martinsburg, W. Va., October 4. He started with a seven simultaneous, giving a knight in each game,
and won all; then an eleven (ten chess and one checkers) blindfold, also scoring each time. Next day

he played in Chambersburg, Pa., meeting thirteen men and having the same number of wins.
Philadelphia Times, 1900.10.14, p30
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1900.10.05 Fri: Chambersburg, PA (Elk house)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (chess and whist)
13 games: 13 chess [+13=0-0], 1 whist (lost)

The ladies and gentlemen who were present at the Elks’ pretty house Friday evening will bear
testimony to the fact that Mr. Harry N. Pillsbury is well entitled to the title of champion of
America, and is surely the foremost chess player in the world today. No assemblage of
Chambersburgers ever witnessed a more astonishing and brilliant performance than that given by
Mr. Pillsbury. In the front parlor, at a table of whist, he was seated with his back to the reading
room, in which were the thirteen chess-players, each at his own board and table; and the
champion, while playing his hand at twelve boards of duplicate whist, at the same time played
the thirteen games of chess, taking the tables in succession, a move at a time, and winning every
one of them. Such a feat of memory and accuracy can only be regarded as phenomenal and was
thoroughly enjoyed by the large and fashionable crowd present, which, although not entirely
familiar with the game, for chess has unfortunately been neglected in Chambersburg, could not
but admire the player’s marvelous power. Had he played each game separately, and sitting
directly at the board, giving it his entire attention, he could not have won any game more
beautifully nor expeditiously than he did. O. C. Bowers Esg., who secured Mr. Pillsbury for the
occasion, acted as messenger between the boards and the champion, calling the moves made by
the gentlemen, and reporting Mr. Pillsbury’s replies to them. The boards and games were as
follows. Mr. Pillsbury playing the white men on all the boards:

Board No. 1. Black, J. G. Fletcher Esqg. afterwards in consultation with J. M. McDowell, Esq.
and G. Herbert Wood. Ruy Lopez Gambit. This board was the last to succumb, and was captured
by a very pretty game by Mr. Pillsbury’s bishop and pawn.

Board No. 2. Black, J. M. McDowell Esq. Guicoco [sic; Giuoco] Piano. Resigned after 15th
move, when Mr. Pillsbury captured his queen.

Board No. 3. Black, Jno. W. Hoke Esq. Queen’s Pawn Gambit. Resigned after 28th move, after a
good fight, when white threatened mate in three moves.

Board No. 4. Black, Mr. Jno. Reed, Baltimore. King’s Knights Gambit. Resigned after 25th
move and loss of a piece.

Board No. 5. Black, Wm. S. Hoerner Esq. Philidor’s defense. Mated by Mr. Pillsbury on the 29th
move. At one time Mr. Hoerner had the advantage of a pawn, and played a good defense.

Board No. 6. Black, Frank Mehaffey Esg. Ruy Lopez Gambit. Resigned after 19th move with a
rather scattered game.

Board No. 7. Black, W. B. Gilmore Esq. Queen’s Pawn Gambit. Resigned after 21st move, and
loss of his queen.

Board No. 8. Black, Chas. Walters Esq. Evans Gambit Resigned on 18th move, after losing a
slight advantage.

Board No. 9. Black, Prof. R. H. Bowers, Philidor’s defence. This board was played faster than
the others, black sometimes playing four moves at a time. Resigned after 33rd move, Mr.
Pillsbury playing fine end game of pawns.

Board No. 10. Black, F. H. Shumaker, King’s Knight’s Defense. Resigned after 15th move,
white having won a piece.

Board No. 11. Black, Edward Henderson Jr. Queen’s Pawn Gambit. Won by Mr. Pillsbury on
22nd move by brilliant sacrifice.

Board No. 12. Black, Dr. B. Bowman. French Gambit, Resigned on 23rd move, after losing a
piece.

Board No. 13. Black, W. R. Keefer Esg. Guioco [sic; Giuoco] Piano. Resigned after move 14,

with a scattered game.
Chambersburg Franklin Repository, 1900.10.06, p3

At the Elk house Friday evening Harry N. Pillsbury, chess champion of America and the
foremost simultaneous player of the world, gave an exhibition of his wonderful skill before a
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large gathering of Chambersburg people. While seated at a whist table, at which he played
twenty-four hands, he at the same time played thirteen games of chess against that number of
players, seated in another room with the champion’s back to them, the champion, not looking at
a board during the play. All present were amazed at the wonderful memory and accuracy of Mr.
Pillsbury and his ability to keep separate in his mind the intricate plays of so great a number of
games.

The boards were in the hands of our best chess players, who acquitted themselves very creditably
considering the ability of their opponent. O. C. Bowers, Esg., acted as master of ceremonies,
conveying the moves by word to and from Mr. Pillsbury. The boards were played in rotation, one
move at a time.

The boards and players were as follows:

Board No. 1—J. G. Fletcher, Esqg.
Board No. 2—J. M. McDowell, Esqg.
Board No. 3—John W. Hoke, Esqg.

Board No. 4—John Reed, Baltimore.
Board No. 5-William S. Hoerner, Esqg.
Board No. 6—Frank Mehaffey, Esqg.
Board No. 7-Walter B. Gilmore, Esqg.
Board No. 8—Charles Walter [sic; Walters], Esqg.
Board No. 9—R. H. Bowers.

Board No. 10—F. H. Shumaker.

Board No. ll—-Edward Henderson, Jun.
Board No. 12—Dr. B. Bowman.

Board No. 13-W. R. Keefer, Esqg.

Board No. 1 was the last to fall, black having his king only at the finish. Board No. 5 had at one
time the advantage of a pawn. Board No. 9 was the longest in moves and was won by a very
pretty pawn game by the champion. Boards Nos. 11 and 12 were captured in brilliant style by
Mr. Pillsbury as was also board No. 2.

Mr. Pillsbury and his partner lost at whist.
Chambersburg Valley Spirit, Weekly Edition, 1900.10.10, p1

1900.10.06 Sat: Philadelphia, PA (Franklin Chess Club)
e Evening: Simultaneous
21 games: 21 chess [+16=5-0]

The Franklin Chess Club season was opened by Champion Pillsbury in a grand seance and the

Mercantile Library Chess Association is about to follow suit.
Philadelphia Times, 1900.10.07, p14

The opening of the chess season was well celebrated by a simultaneous seance of twenty-one
boards by Champion Harry Nelson Pillsbury, at the rooms of the Franklin Chess Club last
evening.

The single performer was introduced by Dr. Persifer Frazer, president of the Franklin and eighty
responded to, and then the business of playing single handed against more than a score of strong
players was undertaken by the American Champion.

Following table shows the strong list adversaries—a considerable number of whom are reckoned
among the strongest American players—each line being arranged in the order of number of table.
Name of adversary, opening adopted and result made.

Opponent. Opening. Won by

1-C. S. Martinez Ruy Draw

2—H. G. Voight [sic; Voigt] Sicilian Pillsbury

3—W. P. Shipley Sicilian Draw

4—J. F. Magee P-04 Pillsbury

5—J. W. Young French Pillsbury

6—D. Stuart Ruy Draw

7-W. E. Sutterle [sic; Sutterley] Vienna Draw

8—R. Macauley King's Gambit Pillsbury

9—F. W. Doerr Vienna Draw
10—J. F. Roeske Ruy Draw
11-A. C. Lowe iVenna [sic; Vienna] Pillsbury
12—J. Roberts Evans Pillsbury
13—S. Ovington Vienna Pillsbury
14—G. H. Stout Ruy Pillsbury
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15—H. Hoeffler King's Gambit Pillsbury
16—M. Arensberg French Pillsbury
17-T. H. Shinn P-0Q4 Pillsbury
18—J. Scattergood Piano Pillsbury
19—G. A. Baumann French Pillsbury
20—S. Mlofkenski [sic; Mlotkowski] Pt.-Q4 [sic; P-04] Pillsbury
21-W. M. Meredith Ruy Pillsbury

Mr. Pillsbury won 16, lost 0 and drew 5.

The suriest game of the evening was with veteran Doerr, who made all of his moves while you

waited, and is always satisfied with the best moves.
White Collection Scrapbook, Philadelphia Times (miscellaneous column dated 1900.10.07; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

Next day he gave a simultaneous exhibition against a strong team of the Franklin Chess Club of
Philadelphia, which organization he represented at the Paris international tournament. He
emerged without losing a game, winning sixteen and drawing five with Messrs. W. P. Shipley,
D. Stuart, F. W. Doerr, J. F. Roeske and C. S. Martinez. Among the defeated was the ex-

champion of the club, H. G. Voigt.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.10.12, p16

On Saturday, October 6, he opened the Franklin Chess Club season with a twenty-one game
seance. He lost none, drew with C. S. Martinez, W. P. Shipley, D. Stuart, F. W. Doerr and J. F.
Roeske, five in all. He won from H. G. Voigt, J. F. Magee, J. W. Young, W. C. Sutterle [sic;
Sutterley], R. C. Macauley, A. C. Lowe, J. Roberts, S. Ovington, G. H. Stout, H. Hoeffler, M.
Arensberg, T. H. Shinn, J. Scattergood, G. A. Baumann, S. Mlotkouski [sic; Mlotkowski], Jr.,
and W. M. Meredith, sixteen.

Pillsbury vs. Shipley.
A solid partie on table three of the seance, in which the Sicilian opening with its latest fianchetto

attachments was presented:
Philadelphia Times, 1900.10.14, p30

Date: 1900.10.06 (837)
Site: USA Philadelphia, PA (Franklin Chess Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 3)

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Shipley, WP

Opening: [B24] Sicilian

l.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.3 g6 4.Bg2 Bg7
5.Nge2 d6 6.d3 Nf6 7.0-0 0-0 8.h3 a6 9.Be3
Qc7 10.f4 e6 11.g4 Ne8 12.Ng3 Ne7
13.Kh2 b6 14.f5 exf5 15.exf5 Bb7 16.Bxb7
Qxb7 17.fxg6 fxgb6 18.Rxf8+ Bxf8 19.d4
Bg7 20.Qd2 Nf6 21.dxc5 dxcs 22.Rfl

Ned5 23.g5 Nxe3 24.Qxe3 Re8 25.Qd3
Nd7 26.Nd5 Ne5 27.Qe4 Ngd+ 28.Qxgl
Qxd5 29.c3 Be5 30.Qf3 Bxg3+ 31.0xg3
Qxa2 32.Qf2 Qc4 33.Qf6 Qe6 34.Qxeb+
Rxe6 %-%

Philadelphia Times, 1900.10.14, p30

Date: 1900.10.06

Site: USA Philadelphia, PA (Franklin Chess Club)

(838)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 9)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Doerr,FW
Opening: [C26] Vienna

l.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.g3 Nc6 4.Bg2 Bb4
5.Nge2 d6 6.h3 Be6 7.Nd5 Bxd5 8.exd5
Ne7 9.c3 Bc5 10.d4 exd4 11.Nxd4 Bxd4
12.0xd4 0-0 13.Bg5 Ng6 14.0-0-0 h6
15.Bxf6 Qxf6 16.Qxf6 gxf6 17.Rhel Rae8
18.f4 Re7 19.Rxe7 Nxe7 20.Rel Re8 21.h4

Kf8 22.Kd2 Nf5 23.Rxe8+ Kxe8 24.g4
Nxh4 25.Be4 Ng6 26.Ke3 Ke7 27.c4 a5
28.b3 b6 29.Bd3 Nf8 30.Kf3 Nd7 31.Kg3
Nc5 32.Bc2 Kf8 33.Kh4 Kg7 34.Kh5 Nd7
35.Kh4 Nc5 36.Bf5 ¥-%;

White Collection Scrapbook, Philadelphia Times (miscellaneous column dated 1900.10.07; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

1900.10.10 Wed: Washington, DC
e Afternoon: Blinfold Simultaneous

16 games: 12 chess [+7=4-1], 4 checkers

[+2=2-0]

e Evening: Simultaneous (24 chess and 7 checker boards)
38 games: 24 chess [+19=2-3], 14 checkers [+4=8-2]
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H. N. Pillsbury, the well-known chess player, will give blindfold and over-the-board
simultaneous exhibitions at the rooms of the Washington Chess Club Wednesday afternoon and
evening. There is also a prospect of his giving an extensive exhibition on Thursday should the

amount raised for the purpose be sufficient.
Washington Morning Times, 1900.10.07, p9

Harry Nelson Pillsbury, now on his third annual tour of the chess centers of the country, met the
chess and checker enthusiasts of the city yesterday afternoon in a blindfold seance and in the
evening in a great simultaneous exhibition at the rooms of the Washington Chess and Checker
Club. Each occasion brought out a large number of interested people, among them some ladies,
one of whom, Mrs. Schofield, took a board at the evening session. Mr. Pillsbury, notwithstanding
his two recent trips across the Atlantic to and from Paris and Munich tournaments and the strain
of constant play from day to day and from city to city, is looking remarkably well, as was
remarked by those who had seen him in his former visits.

In the afternoon took place the blindfold contest, twelve players of chess and four of checkers
going in against the single and non-seeing player. Mr. Pillsbury sat facing the 12th street
windows and immediately at his back were ranged the players in two rows. Mostly the moves
were rapidly made. Mr. Allen Prender, as on a former occasion, serving as a go-between in a
most satisfactory manner, making Mr. Pillsbury’s moves on the successive boards and calling the
moves of the opponents in return. At times the single player took a great length of time to gather
all the bearings, it is no wonder when we remember that in these sixteen games he had to
manipulate, all told, 240 pieces and to watch the 240 pieces of his opponents in all their
wanderings and to keep track, not only of the games as actually played, but also of the infinity of
variations possible helpful or hurtful.

A Wonderful Exhibition.

Looked at aright it is a matter of never-ending wonderment that it is possible for any human
brain to do the wonderful feat he did on this occasion, and the still more wonderful feats he has
done on former occasions, as his sixteen games at New Orleans and other places, and, greatest of
all, his twenty-board game at Philadelphia last year and against picked players—feats that were
never attempted before by any man, all of them accomplished with brilliant success. When we
remember the trouble we have in repeating back ten objects or states in the order given, a
sometimes source of amusement, we are in position to judge the stupendous task Mr. Pillsbury
marks out for himself.

Manner During Play.

Mr. Pillsbury’s manner, whether at play or not, is always quiet and easy. His calling of his moves
is with the evident intention of distinctness. When a move is made by an opponent which was not
just what was expected, and has a serious look, a slight smile is noticed to cross his face; then
with the fingers over his eyes or sometimes a long, deep look into space, he settles himself down
to see what it all means. His cigar was not so much in evidence. Two were smoked successively
at the opening of the contest, and then a long period came without one. When the play was going
at one board the opponent had the privilege of making additional moves, if he was ready, and
when he was through Mr. Prender would so call, then giving himself time to recall the next
game, he would call the number, adding this to his other labors and never making a mistake. The
players, in a number of instances, did not do themselves justice, evidently impressed by the
prestige of the man they were playing, so that a number of games were in bad shape very early in
the contest. All settled down in a while and made respectable contests of what remained.
Mr. Goldsborough, by winning the only game in this contest of course set himself at the head of
the poll. He did so in very fine style. Mr. Ray, by skillfully forcing exchanges, attained a draw
early in the contest, as did also Dr. Smedes, Capt. Hill and Mr. Sournin by longer battles.

Blindfold Playing.

The results of the chess games follow:

Name. Opening. Result.
Horace Wylie Ruy Lopez Lost

J. C. Boykin French Lost
Jas. Barton Queen's gambit declined Lost
Dr. Smedes Allgaier gambit Drew

R. H. Goldsborough Giuoco piano Won
Col. Alexander Queen's gambit declined Lost
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V. Sournin Sicilian Drew
E. H. Brill Scotch Lost
Capt. Hill Allgaier-Thorold Drew
S. M. Ballou Queen's gambit declined Lost
Capt. Walker King's gambit declined Lost
The results of the checker games follow:

W. E. Moore Drew
W. B. Mundelle Drew
G. A. Pumphrey Lost
C. H. Weiss Lost

Simultaneous Games.

In the evening a still larger number of the interested attended to see the simultaneous over-the-
board play. This time Mr. Pillsbury saw what he was doing and marched rapidly from board to
board, his left handing moving in unison with his feet, so that in the early stages of the openings
he never stopped walking to deliver his moves. Twenty-four chess and seven checker players
went into this contest against him, all the boards that were at hand being taken.

The results of the chess games follow:

Name. Opening. Result.
J. C. Boykin Ruy Lopez Won
E. M. Cornell Steinitz gambit Lost
C. H. Turner Allgaier Lost
Capt. Walker Queen's gambit declined Lost
Dr. Cannon Scotch Lost
J. L. Warren Vienna Lost
Dr. Hodges Queen's gambit declined Lost
S. M. Ballou Ruy Lopez Lost
Jos. Schiffman Vienna Lost
J. E. R. Ray King's gambit Lost
J. Foer French Lost
Jas. Patterson Evans gambit Lost
Allen Prender Hampe Lost
Dr. Smedes King's Gambit Drew
L. Tharp Ruy Lopez Lost
Edw. Farquhar Queen's gambit Lost
J. W. Wheatley Vienna Lost
H. T. Guthrie King's gambit Won
Charles W. Seaman Sicilian Won
John A. Heydler Queen's gambit declined Drew
J. P. Campbell Ruy Lopez Lost
E. H. Brill Vienna Lost
Mrs. E. Schofield Petroff Lost
F. B. Walker Center counter gambit Lost

The results of the checker games follow:

Won. Lost.
Allen Prender 1% 15
G. A. Pumphrey 0 2
L [sic; S]. Harlan 1 1
E. H. Jackson 1 1
J. R. Lumpkins, Jjr. >3 1%
D. Montgomery >3 >3
W. E. Moore 15 15

Mr. Jackson also played two games, resulting in draws. Mr. Harlan drew in two games.

Mr. Pillsbury in the blindfold contest lost 1, drew 4 and won 7. In checkers he lost none, drew 2
and won 2.

Following is Mr. Goldsborough’s win in the blindfold, the only game won by the locals in the

blindfold contests:
Washington Evening Star, 1900.10.11, p8
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Date: 1900.10.10 (839)
Site: USA Washington, DC

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Goldsborough,RH

Opening: [C55] Two Knights

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.¢c3 Nf6 5.d4
exd4 6.0-0 d6 7.cxd4 Bb6 8.h3 0-0 9.Nc3
h6 10.a3 Nxe4 11.Nxe4 d5 12.Bxd5 Qxd5
13.Nc3 Qh5 14.d5 Rd8 15.Qe2 Na5 16.Be3

Bd6 20.Nxd6 Rxd6 21.Qe8+ Kh7 22.Rd4
Bxh3 23.Qxa8 Bxg2 24.Nh4 Rg6 25.f3
Bxf3+ 26.Kf2 Rf6 27.Kg3 Qe5+ 28.Kh3
Bg4+ 29.Kxg4 Qxd4+ 0-1

Nb3 17.Radl Nc5 18.Bxc5 Bxc5 19.Ne4

Washington Evening Star, 1900.10.11, p8

Following is Mr. V. Sournin’s game with Mr. Pillsbury in the recent blindfold seance. From the
lateness of the hour it was adjudged a draw, but Mr. Sournin claimed that if played out he had an
undoubted win, from the strong position of his center pawns, and it is due him to say that he has
forced the game from several strong players of the club who thought that Black ought not to win,
from the fact that the bishops were of opposite colors, a strong factor in end games in which the

pawns must do the winning.

Washington Evening Star, 1900.10.20, p28

Date: 1900.10.10
Site: USA Washington, DC

(840)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Sournin,V

Opening: [B40] Sicilian
Annotations: Sournin (Evening Star)

l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nc3 Bb4 6.e5 Ne4 7.Qg4 Bxc3+
Should have played 7..Nxc3, and
then if 8.Bd2, 8...Nd5.
8.bxc3 Qc7 9.0Qxe4 Qxc3+ 10.Kdl Qxal
11.Nb5 Nc6
11...Na6 will not answer, on account
of 12.Nd6+, and after the king
moves, 13.Bxa6, and pawn cannot
retake, because 14.Qxa8.
12.Nc7+ Kd8 13.Nxa8 b6 14.Bb5 Bb7
15.Bxc6 Bxc6 16.Qh4+ 6

If 16...Ke8, the rook stays tied in,
and if 16...Kc8, the white queen
seizes e7.
17.exf6 gxf6 18.Qf4 Qe5
The only move to save the game. If
18...Bxa8, then 19.Qb8+, winning
the rook.
19.Qxe5 fxe5 20.Nxb6 axb6 21.Rel e4
22.Be3 Kc7 23.Kd2 Ra8 24.Ral d5 25.a3
b5 26.93 Kd6 ¥2-Y2

Washington Evening Star, 1900.10.20, p28

The following interesting game was played on Board No. 19 in the simultaneous exhibition
Wednesday evening. It was the first game lost by Mr. Pillsbury:

Washington Evening Star, 1900.10.13, p20

Date: 1900.10.10
Site: USA Washington, DC

(841)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 19)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Seaman,CW
Opening: [B33] Sicilian

1.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nc3 a6 6.Nxc6 bxc6 7.e5 Ng8 8.Be2 €6
9.Bf4 Bb4 10.0-0 Ne7 11.Ne4 Nd5 12.Bg5
Qc7 13.c4 Qxe5 14.cxd5 cxd5 15.Bd2

Qxe4 16.Bf3 Qd4 17.Bxb4 Qxb4 18.Bxd5
exd5 19.Rel+ Kf8 20.Q0xd5 Rb8 21.Red
Qb6 22.Rael Bb7 0-1

Washington Evening Star, 1900.10.13, p20

1900.10.13 Sat: Philadelphia, PA (Mercantile Library)

e Evening: Simultaneous

22 games: 18 chess [+14=3-1], 4 checkers

[+2=1-1]
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Harry N. Pillsbury, the American chess champion, will give an exhibition of simultaneous chess
and checkers at the rooms of the Mercantile Library Chess Association, Tenth street above
Chestnut, on Saturday evening next, at 7.30. He will contest against twenty players at the same

time. In the interest of sound chess the public are invited to be present, entirely without charge.
Philadelphia Inquirer, 1900.10.12, p9

In Champion Pillsbury’s seance at the Mercantile Library he encountered eighteen chess players
and four checkerites. He lost to 1 [sic; J]. F. Magee, Jr., in chess, and to M. C. Priest in checkers.
He drew with S. Mlotkowski, Jr., N. Albert and Harold Wingate in chess, and with George
Kearns in checkers. He won from H. J. Chilton, T. Shinn, L. Hopper, S. L. Stadelman, F. H.
Smythe, D. Wyeth, J. E. Lewis, R. C. Albert, J. Fox, F. Scattergood, W. C. Sutterley, C. Reid,
Irving Chapin and J. H. Rhoads in chess, and G. Hanson and F. B. Ellis in checkers. In the grand

total Pillsbury won 16, lost 2, and drew 4.
Philadelphia Times, 1900.10.21, p30

Champion Harry Nelson Pillsbury gave his second Saturday evening chess exhibition last night
at the rooms of the Mercantile Library Chess Association. On this occasion the young Knight of
Caissa encountered twenty-two adversaries, eighteen of whom were chess players and four were
checker experts. The best chess talent of the Library was represented, the only exception being
the absence of the veteran, George H. Stout, whose absence was deplored.

President Chilton, however, was conspicuous by his presence, and worthily occupied table No. 1,
and around him were clustered the other notable knights of the occasion.

In the absence of Mr. Stout Mr. G. A. Baumann introduced the hero of the evening, who
responded modestly and forthwith opened the seance by playing P to K4 on President Chilton’s
table and so on to No. 2, and around the circle. The names of the players, with openings adopted
and results obtained will be found in the following table:

Name Opening Won by

1-H. J. Chilton 3 Kts Pillsbury
2—J. F. Magee Sicilian Magee
3—T. Shinn Ruy Pillsbury
4—L. Hopper Centre Pillsbury
5—S. Mlotkanski [sic; Mlotkowski] P to Q4 Draw

6—S. L. Stadelmann [sic] Petroff Pillsbury
7—F. H. Smythe Vienna Pillsbury
8—F. B. Ellis Checkers Pillsbury
9—G. Kearns Checkers Draw
10—G. M [sic; W]. Hanson Checkers Pillsbury
11-M. Priest Checkers Priest
12—Nalbert [sic; N. Albert] Ruy Draw
13—D. Wyeth P to Q4 Pillsbury
14—J. E. Lewis French Pillsbury
15-H. Wingate K. Gambit Pillsbury
16—R. C. Albert Ruy Pillsbury
17—-J. Fox Ruy Pillsbury
18—F. Scattergood K. Gambit Pillsbury
19-W. C. Sutterley Ruy Pillsbury
20-C. Reid Ruy Pillsbury
21-I. Chapin K. Gambit Pillsbury
22—J. H. Roads Kts. Opening Pillsbury

Mr. Pillsbury, accordingly, won 16, lost 2, and drew 4.
White Collection Scrapbook, Philadelphia Times (miscellaneous column dated 1900.10.14)

Pillsbury vs. Magee.

A specimen game from Mr. Pillsbury’s last seance at the Mercantile Library:
Philadelphia Times, 1900.10.28, p29

Date: 1900.10.13

Site: USA Philadelphia, PA (Mercantile Library)
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 2)
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Magee,JF Jr

Opening: [B34] Sicilian

(842)

l.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 g6
5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.Qd4 Nf6 7.e5 Nh5 8.e6 Bg7
9.exf7+ Kxf7 10.Qc4+ e6 11.Be2 Nf6

12.Nc3 Rf8 13.Bf4 Kg8 14.Bd6 Rf7 15.0-0
Nd5 16.Nxd5 cxd5 17.Qc5 Bxb2 18.Rabl
Bg7 19.c4 Ba6 20.Qa3 Bxc4 21.Bxc4 dxc4
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22.Qc5 Qc8 23.Qb4 Bf8 24.Rfcl Bxd6
25.0xd6 Qf8 26.Qxf8+ Raxf8 27.Rxc4
Rxf2 28.Rc7 Rxa2 29.Rxd7 Rf7 30.Rb8+
Kg7 31.Rxf7+ Kxf7 32.Rb7+ Kg8 33.Rb8+
Kg7 34.Rb7+ Kh6 35.Re7 Ra6 36.h4 g5

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

37.hxgh+ Kxg5 38.Rxh7 Ral+ 39.Kf2 a5
40.Ra7 a4 41.Ra5+ Kf6 42.g4 a3 43.g5+
Kg6 44.Re5 a2 45.Rxe6+ Kxg5 46.Rab
Rh1 47.Ra5+ Kf6 0-1

Philadelphia Times, 1900.10.28, p29

On Board Five.

Following is one of the most interesting games of the seance:

Philadelphia Times, 1900.10.21, p30

Date: 1900.10.13

Site: USA Philadelphia, PA (Mercantile Library)

(843)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 5)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Mlotkowski,S Jr
Opening: [D08] Albin

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e5 3.dxe5 d4 4.a3 Nc6 5.Nf3
Bg4 6.Bf4 a5 7.Nbd2 Bc5 8.Nb3 Ba7 9.e3
Bxf3 10.gxf3 g5 11.Bg3 dxe3 12.fxe3 Bxe3
13.Qe2 Bf4 14.Rd1 Qe7 15.Rd5 Rd8
16.Bxf4 gxf4 17.Qe4 Qh4+ 18.Ke2 Nge7
19.Rxd8+ Kxd8 20.Nc5 Kc8 21.Nd3 Ng6
22.66 Re8 23.Nc5 fxe6 24.b4 axb4 25.axb4

Qf6 26.b5 Rd8 27.Qxe6+ Qxe6+ 28.Nxeb
Nd4+ 29.Nxd4 Rxd4 30.Kf2 Ne5 31.Rgl
Rd2+ 32.Be2 Nd3+ 33.Kfl Ncl 34.Rg2
Kd7 35.Kel Rxe2+ 36.Rxe2 Nxe2 37.Kxe2
Kd6 38.Kd3 Ke5 39.Kc3 c¢5 40.Kd3 b6
Yo-Yo

Philadelphia Times, 1900.10.21, p30

Following is one of the most lively games of the evening. It attracted a large share of interest
manifested by over a hundred spectators that took a keen interest in the proceedings. Mr.

Pillsbury’s adversary is S. Leigh Stadelman, the Library Champion:
White Collection Scrapbook, Philadelphia Times (miscellaneous column dated 1900.10.14)

Date: 1900.10.13

Site: USA Philadelphia, PA (Mercantile Library)

(844)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 6)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Stadelman,SL
Opening: [C43] Russian

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.d4 exd4 4.5 Ne4
5.Qxd4 d5 6.exd6 Nxd6 7.Bd3 Nc6 8.Qf4
Be6 9.Nc3 Be7 10.Bd2 Qd7 11.0-0-0 0-0-0
12.Rhel Bf6 13.Ne4 Nxe4 14.Bxed4 Qd6
15.Qe3 Bd4 16.Nxd4 Qxd4 17.Qa3 Qd6
18.Qa4 Qc5 19.Be3 Rxdl+ 20.Rxdl Qc4
21.Bxc6 bxc6 22.Qxa7 Qb5 23.Qa8+ Qb8
24.Qa3 Qb5 25.Qe7 c¢5 26.Qxc5 Qxcb

27.Bxc5 Rd8 28.Rxd8+ Kxd8 29.b3 Kd7
30.c4 Kc6 31.Bf8 g6 32.Kc2 Kb6 33.c5+
Kb5 34.Kc3 ¢6 35.Bd6 h5 36.a4+ Kab
37.Bc7+ Kab 38.b4 Bd5 39.f3 Be6 40.h4
Bd5 41.Kd4 Bb3 42.Ke5 Bxad 43.Kf6 Bb3
44.94 hxg4 45.fxg4 Bdl 46.Kxf7 Bxgd
47.Kxg6 (...) 1-0

White Collection Scrapbook, Philadelphia Times (miscellaneous column dated 1900.10.14)

1900.10: South Bethlehem, PA (Northampton club)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous

11 games: 10 chess [+9=1-0], 1 whist
e Evening: Memory test

The earliest located report appears on Friday, October 19th, 1900 (see New-York Daily Tribune)
which would make October 15th, 1900, the most probable Monday (see Wheeling Daily
Intelligencer) that this event could have taken place, however, no definitive date for this event
has been established.

The spelling of the thirty words, according to research by George Sicherman, is the following:

Antiphlogistine, periosteum, taka-diastase, plasmon, ambrosia, Threlkeld, streptococcus,
staphylococcus, micrococcus, plasmodium, Mississippi, Freiheit, Philadelphia, Cincinnati,
athletics, no, war, Eichenberg, America, Russian, philosophy, Pietpotgietersrust, Salamagundi,
Oomisillecootsi, Bangmamvate, Slagtersnek,  Manzinyama, theosophy, catechism,
matjesrollmops.
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Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess player, offered the other day, in South Bethlehem, Penn., to
memorize thirty words, no matter how hard they might be, the selections to be read to him only
once. Professor Merriman, of Lehigh University, and Dr. Threlkeld-Edwards, of Bethlehem,
picked out most of the following words: Antiphlogistine, periosteum, takadiastase, plasmon,
ambrosia, Threlkeld, streptococcus, staphelococcus, micrococcus, plasmodium, Mississippi,
Freiheit, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, athletics, no war, Eichenberg, American, Russia, philosophy,
Pict-Potgieters-Rost,  Salmagundi,  Oomsillecootsi, Bangmamvato, Schlecter’s  Nek,
Manzinyama, theosophy, catechism, Madjesoomslopa. Mr. Pillsbury immediately repeated these

words in the order given, and in the reverse order.
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.10.19, p8

Philadelphia Record: The wonderful memory of Champion Chess Player Harry N. Pillsbury was
shown in a difficult test at the Northampton Club, South Bethlehem, on Monday evening. After
he had, while blindfolded, participated in a team of four whist, and at the same time contested in
ten games of chess—nine of which he won, the other having been drawn—he offered to
memorize thirty words, no matter how hard they might be, the selections to be read to him only
once. Professor Merriman, of Lehigh university, and Dr. Threlkeld-Edwards, of Bethlehem,
picked out most of the following words: Antiphlogistine, pereostium, takadiastase, plasmon,
ambrosia, Threlkeld, streptococcus, staphelococcus, micrococcus, plasmodium, Mississippi,
Freiheit, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, athletics, no war, Eichenberg, American, Russia, philosophy,
Pict-Potgieters-Rost, Salmagunda, Oom-sillecootsi, Bangmamvato, Schlochter’s Nek,
Manzinyama, theosophy, catechism, Madjesoomslopa. Pillsbury memorized these words and
repeated them in the order given and in the reverse order, and he did not have any difficulty in
repeating them yesterday at the Franklin Chess Club. If readers have an idea that the task is easy

let them try to memorize the above words.
Wheeling Daily Intelligencer, 1900.10.25, p3

1900.10.20 Sat: Brooklyn, NY (Brooklyn Chess Club)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous begins 7:30pm
16 games: 16 chess [+10=3-3]

The headquarters of the Brooklyn Chess Club, at 146 Montague street, were crowded to the
doors last night by members and enthusiasts, who had come to witness one of those marvelous
exhibitions of blindfold chess play, for which United States Champion Harry N. Pillsbury is so
justly famous. [...]

Pillsbury met with a warm reception upon his arrival at the club and had to spend considerable
time in shaking hands. In the course of conversation, when the subject of the cable match was
broached, he called attention to the fact that there was every chance of its clashing with the
international tournament, at Monte Carlo. In that case America would be minus the services of
three of the leading members of the team—Showalter, Marshall and himself. He suggested that
the dates be submitted to the British Chess Club be withdrawn and ample allowance made for the
event referred to.

It was 7:30 o’clock when the exhibition got under way, or half an hour behind schedule time.
Sixteen boards were arranged in a hollow square in the main room, twelve of them being manned
by single players and other four each by two players in consultation, making twenty opponents in
all. Pillsbury was seated in the director’s room, with his back to his adversaries and the audience.
John D. Elwell, his New York manager, acted as teller and called out the moves as made by the
players. Judge Marean, ex-president of the club, was one of the interested spectators.

The following table gives the list of players with the openings adopted:

Boards and Opponents. Openings.

1. Walter Frere Ruy Lopez

2. P. D. Chase Vienna

3. S. Clarence Queen's Gambit dec.
M. J. Thompson

4. S. B. Chittenden King's Gambit.

5. W. B. B. Ingalls Sicilian Defense.

6. E. M. Childs Vienna.

7. S. G. Ruth Queen's Pawn.

8. F. Rose Bishop's Gambit.
E. W. Birdsall

9. Dr. A. E. Jordan Irregular

10. Dr. S. T. King French Defense.
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11. R. M. Smythe Queen's Gambit dec.
12. J. B. Meyenborg, jr. King's Gambit dec.
J. H. F. Bowman
13. J. G. Haines Ruy Lopez.
14. H. I. McMahon French Defense.
J. R. McMahon
15. P. P. Safford Queen's Gambit dec.
16. T. M. Avery Cunningham Gambit.

Until the openings were passed, Pillsbury took things pretty easy and did not hurry himself, but
thereafter the replies generally came with startling rapidity. Inside of two hours he caused the
surrender of Avery at Board 16, amid hearty applause, the game lasting twelve moves. At
10:30 o’clock, however, he was brilliantly defeated at Board 3 by Messrs. Thompson and
Clarence of the Dutch Arms Club. At that time the champion had the call at Boards 2, 4, 5, 8, 9,
10, 11 and 13. He was a piece behind at the fifteenth table, and elsewhere the positions were

fairly even.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.10.21, p11

Champion Pillsbury’s blindfold exhibition at the Brooklyn Chess Club came to conclusion at
1:15 o’clock yesterday morning, the final score giving the performer 10 victories and 3 defeats,
while the remaining three games were drawn. In point of dispatch, the exhibition was a record
breaker, as the actual playing time consumed was but five and a half hours. Excellent as was the
result achieved, it is certain that the champion would have done better still had he entirely
ignored speed and kept more closely in touch with the visionary boards by means of which he
followed his adversaries’ movements.

Pillsbury’s defeats by Messrs. Clarence and Thompson at Board 3 and S. G. Roth [sic; Ruth] at
Board 7 were brought about by really fine play on the part of the local talent. P. P. Safford was
fortunate in winning a piece, this being the only serious error committed by the champion. The
latter never recovered therefrom. Walter Frere, E. M. Childs, and Dr. King succeeded in drawing
their respective contests. Appended is a complete summary of the performance:

Boards and Opponents. Openings. Scores.

1. Walter Frere Ruy Lopez s

2. P. D. Chase Vienna 0

3. S. Clarence Q's Gbt dec. 1
M. J. Thompson

4. S. B. Chittenden King's Gambit 0

5. W. B. B. Ingalls Sicilian Defense 0

6. E. M. Childs Vienna %

7. S. G. Ruth Queen's Pawn 1

8. F. Rose Bishop's Gambit 0
E. W. Birdsall

9. Dr. A. E. Jordan Irregular 0

10. Dr. S. T. King French Defense s

11. R. M. Smythe Q's Gbt dec. 0

12. J. B. Meyenborg, jr. K's Gbt dec. 0
J. H. F. Bowman

13. J. G. Haines Ruy Lopez 0

14. H. I. McMahon French Defense 0
J. R. McMahon

15. P. P. Safford Q's Gbt dec. 1

16. T. M. Avery Cunningham Gbt 0

Total—Pillsbury won 10, lost 3 and drew 3.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.10.22, p16

Date: 1900.10.20 (845)
Site: USA Brooklyn, NY

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 3)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Clarence,S + Thompson,MJ

Opening: [D08] Albin

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e5 3.dxe5 d4 4.a3 Nc6 5.Nf3 13.0-0-0 Rfd8 14.Qb5 Ngxe5 15.Nxe5
Bg4 6.Bf4 Nge7 7.Nbd2 Ng6 8.Bg3 a5 9.h3 Nxe5 16.Qxb7 Rab8 17.Qe4 Bxa3 18.Rd2
Bxf3 10.Nxf3 Bc5 11.h4 Qe7 12.Qa4 0-0 Bxb2+ 19.Rxb2 Rxb2 0-1

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.10.21, p11
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Date: 1900.10.20 (846)
Site: USA Brooklyn, NY

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 16)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Avery,TM

Opening: [C35] King’s Gambit

l.ed4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 Be7 4.Bc4 Bh4+ Nf6 9.Bb3 Bg3 10.e5 Nd5 11.Nc3 c6

5.g3 fxg3 6.0-0 d5 7.Bxd5 gxh2+ 8.Khl 12.Ne4 1-0
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.10.21, p11

1900.10.21 Sun: Brooklyn, NY
¢ Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes 1:15am
e Afternoon: Sitting with photographer

Pillsbury paid a brief visit to local headquarters yesterday afternoon, just long enough to have a

sitting with a photographer.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.10.22, p16

Photo by The Montague Studio.

Brooklyn Life, v22 n556, 27 October 1900, p26
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1900.10.22 Mon: Brooklyn, NY
¢ Leaves for Boston

He leaves to-day for Boston to make a tour through New England, whence he will proceed to
Canada, returning by way of Buffalo. Then he will visit Pittsburg, Chicago, St. Paul and
Minneapolis, after which he will journey down the Mississippi to New Orleans. Thanksgiving
Day will find him back in the East and he stated yesterday that he would only be available for the
big match between Brooklyn and Philadelphia, in case this contest is fixed for that date.
Otherwise he will be in the far West and Northwest until March, when he departs for the Monte

Carlo tournament.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.10.22, p16

1900.10.22 Mon: Boston, MA

[...] leaves to-day for Boston [...]
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.10.22, p16

1900.10.23 Tue: Hartford, CT (YMCA)
e Evening: Blink Simultaneous (boards: 11 chess for 15 moves)
e Evening: Simultaneous (12 chess and 3 checkers)

19 games: 12 chess [+10=1-1], 7 checkers [+3=4-0]

W. B. Mucklow, president of the Y. M. C. A. Chess Club, added new laurels to his previous
good reputation as a chess player last night by winning a game from Harry N. Pillsbury, the
American chess champion. He was the only one of twelve men who played simultaneously
against the champion who won his game. The exhibition was a remarkable evidence of Mr.
Pillsbury’s phenomenal skill as a chess player.

Mr. Pillsbury began by playing a game simultaneously against eleven players each seated at a
little table and the champion being practically blindfolded as he was seated with his face to the
wall and his back to the players. As each player in succession announced his move, Mr. Pillsbury
would state his counter move without hesitation. After fifteen moves had been made, a halt was
called and the champion said he would tell the position of each piece on any board named by
number. Board No. 8 was called for and Mr. Pillsbury named the pieces and their position on the
board as fast as they could be verified by the player. He did the same thing with board No. 3,
which satisfied the players that he could do so with each board and a brief rest was taken. It was
a most remarkable feat, astonishing evidence of the champion’s memory, that he could tell
without seeing the boards from the time the first move was made, the exact position of every
queen, knight, bishop, rook and pawn on the board after fifteen moves had been made.

Then Mr. Pillsbury played a game simultaneously with twelve separate players, or rather played
twelve games simultaneously, putting his knowledge and skill at the game against the skill of
twelve players. There were also three checker players with whom Mr. Pillsbury played at the
same time. Mr. Pillsbury was defeated by W. B. Mucklow and played a draw game with William
Middlemass of New Britain. Each of the ten other players either withdrew or resigned to Mr.
Pillsbury. Mr. Pillsbury won three games of checkers from Charles F. Roberts, played two draw
games with J. H. Conners and one draw game with E. F. Shea. The record of the twelve games of
chess is as follows:—

W Mucklow, won by Mucklow.

A. Carlson, New Britain, resigned.
J. Kirkham, New Britain, resigned.
J

Wi

T = W

. N. Olmstead, resigned.

lliam Mylchroest, Middletwon, withdrew.
A. D. Risteen, resigned.

C. G. Huntington, resigned.

Henry Ring, resigned.

J. Gordon Baldwin, Middletown, withdrew.
William Middlemass, New Britain, drawn.

H. H. Pease and J. R. Dickenson, resigned.
J. W. Raymond, resigned.

The tables were arranged in a circle and Mr. Pillsbury in the center passed from one table to the
other in succession, making the moves rather carelessly in most cases it appeared, with his left
hand. If a player had not made a move since Mr. Pillsbury’s previous visit he detected it in an
instant and passed along to the next. When Mr. Mucklow, who plays a very deliberate game, had
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finished his game, there was only one other player left, Mr. Kirkham. Pillsbury then sat down for
the first time in the game and played Mr. Kirkham to a standstill. The champion is a young man,
apparently not over 25 years old, and is a modest, unassuming gentleman. When play was ended it
was apparent that he had been under considerable strain. He had been matching his brains and
knowledge and skill of the game against twelve other minds on the same intent. In some cases as
players resigned they passed along and assisted other players with their judgment, so that in many

cases Mr. Pillsbury really played a consultation game with several players at the same board.
Hartford Daily Courant, 1900.10.24, p7

1900.10.26 Fri: Providence, RI (Providence Chess Club)
¢« Afternoon: Simultaneous (boards: 23 chess)

40 games: 40 chess, Pillsbury lost two
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous

12 games: 12 chess [+9=3-0]

Providence, Oct. 27.—H. N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America, gave an exhibition
of simultaneous and blindfold chess at the rooms of the Providence Chess Club yesterday
afternoon and last evening and there was a large gathering of the experts of this vicinity to
witness his efforts, which were nothing short of marvellous.

Multiple intricacies involved in simultaneous playing were unravelled with much facility and no
one move of the almost unlimited combinations of his opponents was permitted to go
unchallenged. In every move he was ready for attack or displayed marked skill in defense.

At the afternoon exhibition simultaneous chess was played for more than two hours. Twenty-
three tables disposed in order across the room were utilized. At each one sat an opponent, in
most cases men considered expert at the game. It afforded an amusing example of his peripatetic
chess playing, for he was constantly on the jump “answering” the various moves of his
opponents. Some few played faster than others, and as a result more than 23 games were played
within the two hours, the actual number being 40, thus showing that the more ambitious tried
conclusions with the champion several times. In all the 40 games with their thousands of possible
combinations and the necessary distractions incident to continued change from one board to
another, Champion Pillsbury lost only two; one to H. Rosenberg, the other to C. L. Bacchus.

The exhibition of blindfold chess in the evening was really more marvelous than that of the
afternoon. In this case, the champion sat with his back to his 12 opponents, at no time being able
to get a glimpse of the boards. This was the real test of his remarkable powers of concentration,
carrying in his head at one and the same time each of the 12 boards, with their respective
positions. The playing began at 8:20 and continued to 1:10 a.m. For the first three hours,
Mr. Pillsbury was apparently under-going great mental strain but toward the last, after some six
or seven had yielded, he carried on the remaining games with freedom and facility conversing
and reading as though no other mental operations were being undergone.

For instance, an instance occurred in which an opponent’s man was accidently misplaced. The
misplacement had itself somewhat confused the opponent. Mr. Pillsbury came to his rescue by
naming the various figures and the positions of each. His opponents for this evening were: Judge
George N. Bliss, S. H. Easton, S. M. Pitman, C. T. Ohlinger, Amasa Eaton, Louis Renyff, Henry
Clark, A. N. Cunningham, L. P. Jastrum, Henry T. Grant, Jr., George M. Bliss and Hugo Breul.

All of these were defeated excepting the last three named in which cases it resulted in a draw.
Pawtucket Evening Times, 1900.10.27, p2

The following is one of twenty-three games played simultaneously by Mr. Harry N. Pillsbury,

the chess champion of America, in his exhibition at the Providence Chess Club, Oct. 26, 1900:
White Collection Scrapbook, Providence Sunday Journal, p140 (column dated 1900.11.18; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

Date: 1900.10.26 (847)
Site: USA Providence, RI

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Bliss,GN (Hon)

Opening: [C64] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Bc5 4.¢3 d6 5.d4 15.Rd1 b6 16.d5 Bb7 17.h4 Rae8 18.g3 5
exd4 6.cxd4 Bb4+ 7.Kfl Bd7 8.Qad4 Bab 19.Qd2 Ng6 20.Bf4 Ne5 21.Bxe5 dxeb
9.Bxc6 Bxc6 10.Qxab Bxe4 11.Qb5+ Bc6 22.Rgl f4 23.Qe2 Qh3+ 24.Kel fxg3
12.Qe2+ Ne7 13.Nc3 0-0 14.Be3 Qd7 25.Rxg3 Qf5 26.Ne4 h6 27.Rd2 Rf7

158




28.Nh2 Rd7 29.Ng4 Kh7 30.Qe3 Rf8
31.Nc3 Re8 32.Qe4 Qxed+ 33.Nxe4 Bxd5

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

34.Rxd5 Rxd5 35.Ngf6+ 1-0

White Collection Scrapbook, Providence Sunday Journal, p140 (column dated 1900.11.18; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

The following are two of the twelve games, played simultaneously and without sight of the board
or men, by Mr. Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess champion of America, in his exhibition at the

Providence Chess Club Oct. 26, 1900.

White Collection Scrapbook, Providence Sunday Journal, p139 (column dated 1900.11.11; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

Date: 1900.10.26
Site: USA Providence, RI

(848)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Cunningham,AN
Opening: [C25] Vienna

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.h4
g4 6.Ng5 d6 7.d4 Bg7 8.Bc4 Nh6 9.Ne2 f3
10.gxf3 gxf3 11.Nxf3 0-0 12.Bg5 QeS8
13.Qd3 Kh8 14.0-0-0 f6 15.Rhgl fxg5

16.hxg5 Ng8 17.Rh1 Qg6 18.Rdgl Nge7
19.Nh4 Qe8 20.c3 Na5 21.Ng3 Nxc4
22.Qxc4 c6 23.Qd3 Be6 24.Ngf5 Bxf5
25.exf5 Kg8 26.f6 1-0

White Collection Scrapbook, Providence Sunday Journal, p139 (column dated 1900.11.11; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

Date: 1900.10.26
Site: USA Providence, RI

(849)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Jestram,EB
Opening: [C31] Falkbeer

1.e4 e5 2.f4 d5 3.Nf3 Be7 4.exd5 e4 5.Ne5
c6 6.dxc6 Nxc6 7.Bb5 Qd6 8.Qe2 Nf6
9.Nc3 0-0 10.Nxe4 Qd5 11.Nxf6+ Bxf6
12.Bc4 Bh4+ 13.Kfl Qd8 14.c3 Nxe5
15.fxe5 Be6 16.d4 Qd7 17.g3 Qc6 18.d5
Bxd5 19.Bxd5 Qxd5 20.Rgl Be7 21.c4
Qeb 22.h4 16 23.exf6 Qxf6+ 24.Kg2 Qc6+

25.Kh2 Rf7 26.Be3 Bc5 27.Bxc5 Qxch
28.Rgfl Raf8 29.Rxf7 Rxf7 30.Rfl Rxfl
31.Qxf1 h6 32.Qe2 b6 33.b3 Qb4 34.Qd3
Qa3 35.Qd2 a5 36.Kg2 Qc5 37.Qd5+ Kf8
38.0Qxc5+ bxchs 39.Kf3 Ke7 40.Ked4 Keb
41.g4 g6 42.h5 gxh5 43.gxh5 Kd6 44.Kf5
1-0

White Collection Scrapbook, Providence Sunday Journal, p139 (column dated 1900.11.11; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

The following is one of twelve games, played simultaneously and without sight of boards or
men, by Mr. Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion of America, in his recent exhibition at the

Providence Chess Club:

White Collection Scrapbook, Providence Sunday Journal, p142 (column dated 1900.11.25; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

Date: 1900.10.26
Site: USA Providence, RI

(850)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Bliss,GM
Opening: [C66] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.Bb5 d6 5.d4
exd4 6.Nxd4 Bd7 7.0-0 Be7 8.Nde2 0-0
9.Ng3 a6 10.Ba4 b5 11.Bb3 Na5 12.Bg5 h6
13.Bf4 Be6 14.e5 dxe5 15.Bxe5 Nxb3
16.axb3 c6 17.Qe2 Nd5 18.Nxd5 Bxd5

19.Rael Bf6 20.Nh5 Bxe5 21.Qxe5 Qg5
22.0xg5 hxg5 23.Re7 Be6 24.Rc7 Rfc8
25.Rxc8+ Rxc8 26.Rel Rd8 27.Ng3 Rd2
28.Rcl Y2-Y>

White Collection Scrapbook, Providence Sunday Journal, p142 (column dated 1900.11.25; courtesy John S. Hilbert)

1900.10.27 Sat: Providence, RI (Providence Chess Club)
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes

The playing began at 8:20 and continued to 1:10 a.m.

Pawtucket Evening Times, 1900.10.27, p2

1900.10.29 Mon: Worcester, MA
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous

11 games: 4 chess, Pillsbury lost one,

7 checkers [+6=1-0]
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On October 29, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, Worcester, Mass., Pillsbury played in the afternoon 4
games of Chess and 7 games of checkers sans voir. He won 6 and drew 1 at checkers, and lost

only 1 game of Chess, which was won by Murray Marble in fine style.
Literary Digest, v21 n19, 10 November 1900, p572 (courtesy Jack O’Keefe)

Date: 1900.10.29 (851)
Site: USA Worchester, MA

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Marble,M

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Opening: [C84] Spanish

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bad Nf6 Bh5 16.g4 Bg6 17.e5 dxe5 18.Nxe5 Bxe5
5.0-0 b5 6.Bb3 Be7 7.d3 d6 8.Nc3 Bg4 19.Rxe5 Qd6 20.Qe2 Kh8 21.Rel 5 22.g5
9.Be3 Nd4 10.Bxd4 exd4 11.Nd5 c6 f4 23.Re6 Qd8 24.Rxg6 hxg6 25.Qg4 1-0

12.Nxf6+ Bxf6 13.Rel 0-0 14.a4 b4 15.h3
Literary Digest, v21 n19, 10 November 1900, p572 (courtesy Jack O’Keefe)

1900.10.31 Wed: Winooski, VT (Iron Hall Club)
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
20 scheduled games: 12 chess [+12=0-0], several checker (won all)

H. N. Pillsbury, the famous chess player, will give an exhibition in the rooms of the Iron Hall
Club this afternoon at 2 o’clock. He will play blind-folded twenty games, either all chess or part

chess and part checkers, as may be desired.
Burlington Free Press and Times, 1900.10.31, p6

H. N. Pillsbury the champion chess player of America, gave an exhibition of blindfold playing
under the auspices of Branch No. 55, Iron Hall of Baltimore city yesterday afternoon. He played
a dozen players at the same time and won from all blindfolded. Several checker games were also

in progress. Mr. Pillsbury proving an easy victor.
Burlington Free Press and Times, 1900.11.01, p6

1900.10.31 Wed: Burlington, VT (YMCA)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
12 games: 12 chess [+12=0-0]

The Burlington exhibition was most likely a continuation of the games played in Winooski
earlier in the day. More information is desired.

H. N. Pillsbury, the noted chess player, appears at the Y. M. C. A. parlors this evening and plays

exhibition games blindfolded. At the same time a State chess association will be formed.
Burlington Free Press and Times, 1900.10.31, p8

H. N. Pillsbury, the famous chess player, was at the Y. M. C. A. building last evening and gave an
exhibition of his wonderful powers. His coming made an occasion for chess players from different
parts of the state to gather and the game was given an impetus by the formation of a State

organization. It will be called the Vermont Chess association and tournaments will be arranged.
Burlington Free Press and Times, 1900.11.01, p5

H. N. Pillsbury, the famous chess player, was at the Y. M. C. A. building, Burlington,
Wednesday evening and gave an exhibition of his wonderful powers. He played 12 opponents,

while blindfolded, and won from each.
Hyde Park News and Citizen, 1900.11.07, p2

November, 1900

1900.11.02 Fri: Montreal, PQ, Canada
e Evening: Series of rapid games with Jasnogrodsky
5 games: 5 chess [+3=1-1]

The newly-decorated rooms of the Montreal Chess Club, at the corner of University and St.
Catherine, had a very appropriate house-warming last week-end in a visit from the celebrated
American master, Mr. H. N. Pillsbury. Mr. Pillsbury is champion of the United States, and in the
opinion of many devotees of the game the cleverest of living players. As an exponent of

160




Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

blindfold play he is beyond question the most remarkable man the world has yet seen. He arrived
in Montreal on Friday, and began with a series of rapid friendly games with a local master,

Mr. Jasnogrodsky, who succeeded in winning one and drawing one out of five games.
Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.05, p9

1900.11.03 Sat: Montreal, PQ, Canada

e Afternoon: Simultaneous 25 boards
25 games: 25 chess [+20=3-2]

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous 16 boards
16 games: 16 chess [+12=1-3]

* Evening: Two games with Jasnogrodsky
2 games: 2 chess [+2=0-0]

At the Montreal Chess Club on Saturday afternoon and evening, H. N. Pillsbury, America's
much admired champion, magnificently entertained a large and select audience. Mr. Pillsbury
arrived in the city from New York on Friday, and meeting that evening, the club, the well known
local expert, N. Jasnogrodsky, played a series of five rapid friendly games, of which the local
master succeeded in winning one and drawing another.

It was half-past two on Saturday afternoon, when the first simultaneous exhibition was got
underway. Twenty-five boards were arranged in the shape of an elongated horseshoe, twenty-
five of them being manned by single players of no little merit, members of the Montreal, St.
Denis, Westmount, and other clubs, while at the twenty-sixth, were two strong players, Messrs.
Bertrand and Germain. The game at this board was drawn, as were also those with Mr. S. B.
Slack and Dr. Kaplan; Professor Cox and Mr. Jos. Sawyer won; but Pillsbury defeated, taking
little over four hours for the performance, Messrs. Cameron, Bemrose, Falconer, Soddy,
Friedlander, French, Davies, Beers, Anstey, Chalk, Jacques, Evans, Darling, Stuewe, Orkin,
Rose, Dreyfus and Jasnogrodsky, thus winning twenty out of twenty-five games, drawing three,

and losing only two.
Montreal Daily Witness, 1900.11.05, p5 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

[...] The serious business, however, began on Saturday afternoon, when Mr. Pillsbury played
simultaneously twenty-six members of the Montreal and other local clubs, including some of the
strongest players in the city. Professor Cox won his game, and so did Mr. Sawyer. Messrs.
Bertrand and Germain, of the Cercle St. Denis Club, playing in combination, came off with a
draw, as did also Mr. S. B. Slack and Dr. Kaplan, each playing his own game. Messrs. Cameron,
Bemrose, Falconer, Soddy, Friedlander, French, Davies, Beers, Anstey, Chalk, Jacques, Evans,
Darling, Stuewe, Orkin, Rose, Dreyfus and Jasnogrodsky all lost, Mr. Pillsbury losing 2, drawing

3, and winning 20 out of 25 games.
Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.05, p9

Date: 1900.11.03 (852)
Site: CAN Montreal, PQ

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Cox,J
Opening: [C13] French
l.ed e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 Bxa2 15.Rhel c5 16.Nf3 Rab8 17.Qe5 Qb6
5.Bxf6 Bxf6 6.Nf3 c5 7.exd5 exd5 8.Bb5+ 18.Rd6 Qb4 19.Re4 c4 20.Rg4 g6 21.Re4d
Nc6 9.Qe2+ Be6 10.Nxd5 cxd4 11.Nxf6+ a5 22.Rd2 a4 23.Re3 a3 24.b3 cxb3
Qxf6 12.0-0-0 0-0 13.Bxc6 bxc6 14.Nxd4 25.cxb3 Bxb3 0-1

Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.05, p9
Date: 1900.11.03 (853)

Site: CAN Montreal, PQ
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Chalk,W

Opening: [C10] French

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxed4 4.Nxed Nf6 15.Ba3 h5 16.Qf3 Qd5 17.Qg3 h4 18.Qc7
5.Nxfé+ Qxf6 6.Nf3 Qf5 7.Bd3 Qa5+ 8.c3 Nd7 19.Rfel h3 20.Be4 Qg5 21.Re3 hxg2
c6 9.Bf4 Nd7 10.0-0 Nf6 11.Ne5 Bd7 22.Bxg2 Qd8 23.Qg3 g6 24.Rxe6+ 1-0

12.Nc4 Qd8 13.Nd6+ Bxd6 14.Bxd6 Bc8

Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.17, p11
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Date: 1900.11.03

Site: CAN Montreal, PQ

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Germain,C + Bertrand,HG
Opening: [B44] Siclian

(854)

l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 e6
5.Nb5 d5 6.exd5 exd5 7.Qxd5 Qe7+ 8.Be3
Nf6 9.Qd2 Be6 10.Bd3 a6 11.N5c3 Qc7
12.0-0 Bd6 13.h3 0-0 14.Ne4 Nxe4 15.Bxed
Rad8 16.Qe2 f5 17.Bd3 Qf7 18.Nd2 f4
19.Bb6 Rde8 20.Bxh7+ Kxh7 21.Qd3+
Kg8 22.Qxd6 Rd8 23.Bxd8 Rxd8 24.Qc5
Rxd2 25.Radl Re2 26.Rfel Rxel+
27.Rxel Bf5 28.b3 Kh7 29.f3 Qg6 30.Qf2
Bxc2 31.Qh4+ Qh6 32.Qxh6+ Kxh6

33.Re8 Bf5 34.Rf8 g6 35.Kf2 Kg7 36.Re8
Bd7 37.Red4 g5 38.h4 Kg6 39.hxg5 Kxg5
40.g3 fxg3+ 41.Kxg3 Kf5 42.Rh4 Ne5
43.Rh5+ Kf6 44.Rh7 Bc6 45.f4 Kg6
46.Rc7 Nd7 47.a3 Kf5 48.b4 Kg6 49.a4
Bxad4 50.Rxb7 Bb5 51.Ra7 Nf6 52.Re7
Nh5+ 53.Kg4
And the game was drawn.

Yo-Yo

Montreal Daily Witness, 1900.11.10, p19 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

One of the games contested by the American champion on Nov. 3:

Montreal Daily Witness, 1900.11.17, p19 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

Date: 1900.11.03

Site: CAN Montreal, PQ

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
White: Sawyer,JA

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [D20] Queen’s Gambit

(855)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e5 3.Nc3 dxc4 4.3 exd4
5.exd4 Nc6 6.Nf3 Bg4 7.Bxcd Nf6 8.Be3
Bd6 9.Qb3 0-0 10.Ng5 Qe7 11.0-0 Nab5
12.Qa4 Nxc4 13.Qxc4 h6 14.Nf3 Bxf3
15.gxf3 Nh5 16.d5 Qe5 17.Qh4 Nf4
18.Radl Ng6 19.Qh3 Rae8 20.Rfel f5
21.Bd2 Qf6 22.Khl Bc5 23.Be3 Bxe3

24.fxe3 Qb6 25.Qg2 Kh7 26.e4 fxed
27.fxed Rf2 28.Qg3 Ne5 29.Rfl Rxfl+
30.Rxfl Qxb2 31.Rbl Qd2 32.Rxb7 Nd3
33.Rxc7 Nf2+ 34.Kgl Nh3+ 35.Qxh3 Reb
36.Rf7 Rg5+ 37.Khl a5 38.a4 h5 39.Rf3
Khé 40.Qf1 h4 41.h3 Rg3 42.Rxg3 hxg3
43.Ne2 1-0

Montreal La Presse, 1900.11.10, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)
Montreal Daily Witness, 1900.11.17, p19 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

A more marvellous exhibition was given in the evening, when Mr. Pillsbury played sixteen
games simultaneously without sight of any board. He had intended playing twenty boards, but, it
was thought that with this exhibition [sic; number] the exhibition would of necessity be unduly
prolonged. The American’s opponents were Messrs. Slack, Goldstein, Friedlander, McClure,
Kaplan, Bemrose, D. C. Robertson, Kurrle, Lindsay, Evans, Stuewe, Cornich [sic; Cornish],
Cox, Collins, McLinmont [sic; McLimont] and Rose, the boards being numbered 1 to 16 in the
order named, and arranged as in the afternoon. Mr. Pillsbury sat with his back to the tables,
watching the cars passing along St. Catherine street, and apparently not the least disturbed by the
uproar of patriotic celebrations. “On boards 4, 8, 12 and 16,” he said, in a clear, decisive voice,
“l play P to Q 4; on all the other boards P to K 4.” Mr. C. T. Anstey, the secretary of the
Montreal Club, acted as teller, and called out the moves as made by the players. The opponents
replied in turn, and Pillsbury’s replies came with startling rapidity. On No. 1 he played a King’s
Gambit, which was accepted by Mr. Slack, and afterwards turned into Kieseritzky. On the
second board, Mr. Pillsbury played the Ruy Lopez; on the third, the Vienna game; on the fourth,
the Queen’s Gambit, the object evidently being to differentiate the games as far as possible, and
arrange them in separate groups.

When the first round of the tables was over, Mr. Pillsbury said: “Now, wait a minute,” and sat in
deep thought. “Now, go on,” he said, and the moves were again reeled off almost as quickly as
they could be made. The hesitation was always on the part of the seeing player, never on that of
the man with his back to the board. Soon Mr. Robertson made a slip, and was crumpled up in
short order, immediate advantage being taken of a weak move, and the attack pressed home with
astonishing energy. Then Mr. Bemrose found himself two pawns behind, and resigned. Mr.
Collins was mated. Mr. Rose lost his Queen; Dr. Kaplan list [sic; lost] two pieces; Mr. Lindsay’s
Queen was captured; Mr. McClure was mated; Mr. Kurrle made a slight mistake, and went
under; Mr. Cornish was two pawns behind, and saw he could not win—nine games being thus
scored by Mr. Pillsbury before his adversaries had scored a single victory.

162



Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

Mr. Goldstein was the first of the allies to win. Mr. Stuewe was offered a sacrifice and accepting
it, retaining an advantage which the champion could not recover; he offered a draw, but Mr.
Stuewe thought he could win, and did so. Prof. Cox also won, defeating Mr. Pillsbury for the
second time in the course of the day. Mr. Evans drew. Mr. McLinmont [sic], Mr. Slack and Dr.
Friedlander held out for a long time, but were at length compelled to own themselves
vanquished. Altogether Mr. Pillsbury was engaged in the most severe kind of mental
concentration for seven hours without a break, following upon five hourse if [sic; hours of] only
less severe intellectual effort in the afternoon. It was a wonderful performance and impressed
most strongly those who were able to realize the extraordinary powers of intellect and memory
required. Of the sixteen blindfold games, Pillsbury lost 3, drew 1, and won 12, an astonishing
record. At the end of it all Mr. Pillsbury said he was not tired, took on two games with Mr.

Jasnogrodsky, and won them both.
Montreal Daily Witness, 1900.11.05, p5 (transposed line of type corrected; courtesy Philip Jurgens)

In the evening Mr. Pillsbury met sixteen players simultaneously without sight of board. There
was a large attendance of members of the local clubs and others interested in the game.
Mr. Pillsbury’s opponents were Messrs. Slack, Goldstein, Friedlander, McClure, Kaplan,
Bemrose, D. C. Robertson, Kurrle, Lindsay, Evans, Stuewe, Cornish, Cox, Collins, McLimont,
and Rose, the boards being numbered 1 to 16 in the order named, and arranged in the shape of an
elongated horseshoe. Mr. Pillsbury sat with his back to the tables, watching the cars passing
along St. Catherine street, and apparently not the least disturbed by the uproar of patriotic
celebrations. “On boards 4, 8, 12, and 16,” he said, in a clear decisive voice, “I play P to Q4; on
all the other boards P to K4.” Mr. C. T. Anstey, the secretary of the Montreal Club, walked round
the inside of the horseshoe and made the moves. The opponents replied in turn, and Mr. Pillsbury
rattled off the opening moves on each board almost faster than they could be written down. On
No. 1 he played a King’s Gambit, which was accepted by Mr. Slack, and afterwards turned into a
Kieseritzky. On the second board, Mr. Pillsbury played the Ruy Lopez, on the third the Vienna
game, on the fourth the Queen’s Gambit, the object evidently being to differentiate the games as
far as possible, and arrange them in separate groups. When the first round of the tables was over,
Mr. Pillsbury said: “Now, wait a minute,” and sat in deep thought. “Now, go on,” he said, and
the moves were again reeled off almost as quickly as they could be made. The hesitation was
always on the part of the seeing player, never on that of the man with his back to the board. Soon
Mr. Robertson made a slip, and was crumpled up in short order, immediate advantage being
taken of a weak move, and the attack pressed home with astonishing energy. Then Mr. Bemrose
found himself two pawns behind, and resigned. Mr. Collins was mated, Mr. Rose lost his queen,
Dr. Kaplan lost two pieces, Mr. Lindsay’s Queen was captured, Mr. McClure was mated,
Mr. Kurrle made a slight mistake and was smashed, Mr. Cornish was two pawns behind and saw
he could not win—nine games being thus scored by Mr. Pillsbury before his adversaries drew
first blood. Mr. Goldstein was the first to win a game for Black, Mr. Pillsbury forgetting the
position of a Knight—an omission which proved fatal. Mr. Stuewe was offered a sacrifice and
accepted it, retaining an advantage which the champion could not recover; he offered a draw, but
Mr. Stuewe thought he could win and did so. Professor Cox also won, defeating Mr. Pillsbury for
the second time in the course of the day, an achievement which was the occasion of many
congratulations. Mr. Evans drew, Mr. McLimont, Mr. Slack and Dr. Friedlander held out for a
long time, but were at length compelled to own themselves vanquished. Altogether Mr. Pillsbury
was engaged in the most severe kind of mental concentration for seven hours without a break,
following upon four hours if only less severe intellectual effort in the afternoon. It was a
wonderful performance and impressed most strongly those who were able to realize the
extraordinary powers of intellect and memory required. Of the sixteen blindfold games
Mr. Pillsbury lost 3, drew 1, and won 12, an astonishing record when one remembers that the
champion not only had to keep sixteen games in his mind without sight of board, but that each of
the sixteen has a great deal more time for consideration and combination than the solitary player.
But at the end of it all Mr. Pillsbury said he was not tired, took on two games with
Mr. Jasnogrodsky, and won them both. Altogether it was an event that will long be remembered
in local chess circles. Mr. T. R. Davies, the president of the Montreal Club, and Mr. Anstey, the
secretary, are to be congratulated on affording such an opportunity, and on the excellent

arrangements which brought it to a successful issue.
Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.05, p9
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Date: 1900.11.03
Site: CAN Montreal, PQ

(856)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Goldstein,S
Opening: [C67] Spanish

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxed
5.d4 Be7 6.Qe2 Nd6 7.Bxc6 bxc6 8.dxeb
Nb7 9.Nc3 0-0 10.Rel Bc5 11.Ned4 d5
12.Bg5 Be7 13.Radl Bg4 14.Bxe7 Qxe7

15.Ng3 Nc5 16.h3 Bxf3 17.Qxf3 Ne6 18.Nf5
Qg5 19.h4 Qd8 20.c4 d4 21.Qxc6 g6
22.Nxd4 Nxd4 23.Qc5 Ne6 24.Rxd8 Nxcb
0-1

Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.17, p11

Date: 1900.11.03
Site: CAN Montreal, PQ

(857)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 4)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: McClure
Opening: [D06] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 Nf6 3.cxd5 Nxd5 4.e4 Nb6
5.Nc3 e6 6.Nf3 Be7 7.Be3 0-0 8.Bd3 Nc6
9.0-0 Re8 10.Rc1 a6 11.Qe2 Bf8 12.Rfd1l
Bd7 13.Bbl Ne7 14.e5 Nbd5 15.Bxh7+

Kxh7 16.Ng5+ Kg6 17.Qg4 Nxe3 18.fxe3
f5 19.exf6 Kxf6 20.Nced4+ Kg6 21.Nxe6+
Kf7 22.Rf1+ Kg8 23.Rxf8+ Rxf8 24.Qxg7#
1-0

Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.05, p9

An illustration of Mr. Pillsbury’s remarkable memory is the following correction by him: “I
noted a game in last Sunday’s Tribune played by me in a blindfold exhibition at Montreal against
Mr. Kurrle some time ago. | have never given the moves to anybody, but whoever wrote the
score of that game left out a move on each side. My adversary did not move 20...P-B4. He
played 20...Q-R4, to prevent my B-R3. | did not immediately capture his knight, but played
21.P-QR4. Then he answered P-B4, and | proceeded with QxKt ch, etc.” That he should
remember a particular game in this manner, having contested hundreds of such games since that

time, is almost phenomenal.

Chicago Tribune, 1900.12.30, p19

Date: 1900.11.03
Site: CAN Montreal, PQ

(858)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 8)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Kurrle, W
Opening: [D05] Queen’s Pawn

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 e6 3.e3 Nf6 4.Bd3 Nbd7
5.Nbd2 c5 6.b3 Be7 7.Bb2 a6 8.0-0 0-0
9.Ne5 Bd6 10.f4 cxd4 11.exd4 Qb6 12.Khl
Re8 13.Rf3 Nf8 14.Rh3 Bd7 15.Ndf3 Ne4

16.Bxe4 dxe4 17.Ng5 Bxe5 18.fxe5 Bc6
19.Nxh7 Nxh7 20.Qh5 Qa5 2l1.a4 f5
22.Qxh7+ Kf7 23.Rg3 Rg8 24.Ba3 1-0

Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.10, p5

Boston Post, 1900.11.11, p15

Chicago Tribune, 1900.12.23, p19

Chicago Tribune, 1900.12.30, p19 (corrections)

Date: 1900.11.03
Site: CAN Montreal, PQ

(859)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 11)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Stuewe,EL
Opening: [C25] Vienna

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.h4
g4 6.Ng5 h6 7.Nxf7 Kxf7 8.d4 3 9.gxf3 g3
10.Bf4 Qf6 11.Bc4+ Ke8 12.Bxg3 Bb4
13.a3 Bxc3+ 14.bxc3 Nge7 15.Bxc7 Rf8
16.Be2 d6 17.e5 dxe5 18.dxe5 Nxe5 19.f4

Nf7 20.Bb5+ Nc6 21.Kf2 Rg8 22.Qh5 Qf5
23.Rhel+ Kf8 24.Qxf5 Bxf5 25.Radl Rg6
26.Bd3 Bxd3 27.cxd3 Rc8 28.Be5 Ncxeb
29.fxe5 Rxc3 30.e6 Nd6 31.e7+ Ke8 0-1

Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.17, p11
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Date: 1900.11.03
Site: CAN Montreal, PQ

(860)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 13)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Cox,J
Opening: [C13] French

le4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7
5.Bxf6 Bxf6 6.Nf3 0-0 7.Bd3 c5 8.e5 Be7
9.h4 g6 10.dxc5 Nc6 11.h5 Bxc5 12.hxg6
fxg6 13.Qd2 Qc7 14.Nb5 Qg7 15.Qg5 a6
16.Nc3 Nb4 17.0-0-0 Nxd3+ 18.Rxd3 Bxf2
19.Nd1 Bc5 20.Ne3 Be7 21.Qg3 Bd7

22.Ng4 h5 23.Ne3 Rac8 24.Nh4 Bxh4
25.Rxh4 b5 26.Qh3 Qxe5 27.g4 Qe4d
28.Nd1 e5 29.Qe3 Bxg4 30.Rxg4 Qxg4
31.Rxd5 Qf4 32.Rxe5 Qxe3+ 33.Nxe3
Rce8 0-1

Montreal Gazette, 1900.11.10, p5

Date: 1900.11.03
Site: CAN Montreal, PQ

(861)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 14)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Collins,P
Opening: [C66] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 d6 5.d4
Bd7 6.Nc3 Nxd4 7.Nxd4 exd4 8.Bxd7+
Qxd7 9.Qxd4 Be7 10.b3 0-0 11.Bb2 c6

15.Rg3 Qd7 16.Rdd3 Qe6 17.Ne2 d5
18.Nf4 Qxe4 19.Rxg7+ Kxg7 20.Rg3+ Kh8
21.Qxf6+ Bxf6 22.Bxf6# 1-0

12.Radl Qc7 13.Rfel b6 14.Re3 Rad8

Boston Post, 1900.11.11, p15

Speaking of last Saturday’s events, Mr. Jasnogrodsky, the well-known local expert, said:

“Mr. Pillsbury’s phenomenal performance of playing sixteen blindfold games is in itself
one of the greatest feats of chess that has ever been witnessed. The number of the games
played was not the most extraordinary feature, but the way in which they were
conducted. To play blindfold six or seven hundred moves without a single mistake,
guarding his own position at every point, and at the same time creating brilliant and
intricate combinations, can only be described as wonderful. I have witnessed blindfold
exhibitions by Blackburne and Zukertort, but Pillsbury’s performance is far ahead of
either—incomparably so.

“Mr. Pillsbury has given the Montreal Chess Club and other admirers of the game the
most entertaining evening they have ever had, and one which they will never forget. I,
at any rate, enjoyed the evening as | never enjoyed another in my life. Pillsbury is
without doubt the champion blindfold player of the world, and after what they have
seen of him, he has the wishes of all the members of the Montreal Chess Club,
including myself, to become the world’s champion over the board.

“The management of the Montreal Chess Club, Messrs. Davies, Anstey and the rest,
deserve great credit for their public spirit in bringing Mr. Pillsbury here. I am sure it
will improve the status of the royal game in this city, where there are so many players,

and it ought to renew the popularity of the long-famed Montreal Club.”
Montreal Daily Witness, 1900.11.10, p19 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

Montreal, Nov. 4—H. N. Pillsbury, chess champion of the United States, on Saturday afternoon
played simultaneously twenty-six members of the Montreal Chess Club, winning twenty,
drawing three, and losing two games. In the evening he played sixteen games simultaneously
blindfolded, winning twelve, losing three, and drawing one. After this feat he defeated James

Growdsky [sic; Jasnogrodsky], lately of the Brooklyn club, in two games.
New York Times, 1900.11.05, p1

1900.11.09 Fri: Erie, PA
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous begins
10 games: 10 chess [+10=0-0], 1 checkers [+1=0-0]

H. N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of the United States is stopping at the Reed House. Last
night he made a remarkable display of his memory. Lieutenant Com. W. Winder of the U. S.
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steamer Michigan, and Senor de’Ovies, and representatives of the newspapers were in the hotel.
In speaking of his life Pillsbury said:

“I was born in Summerville [sic; Somerville], Mass., but now make Philadelphia my
home. | began playing chess at 16 year of age, and have played most of the time since
then—all of my spare time, of course. | am now 27, nearly 28. | believe that Paul
Morphey’s [sic; Morphy] work would, if presented at the present day, be torn to pieces.
Although he was the champion of his day.”

He made a remarkable exhibition of his memory. Three gentlemen present placed 10 words
apiece on three separate pieces of paper. These were read to him slowly, and after completing the
list, he gave out he names correctly in rapid succession. Mr. Pillsburg [sic; Pillsbury] said that
chess playing had strengthened his memory, which has always been very good.

Mr. Pillsburg [sic] plays 20 games of chess at one time.

At 8:30 the chess contest opened. Ten chess boards were arranged in a row, and one checker
board.

Following are the players from 1 to 10, the checker-board man counting 11: C. P. Hewes, Mrs.
Attomar Jarecki, I. F. Briggs, James D. Sherwin, E. B. Lynch, H. L. Barnhurst, Oscar Glenn, H.
C. Thompson, Rev. F. S. Spalding, C. W. Meyers and George Ross at the checker-board.

Mr. Pillsbury was introduced to the players and guests by President Hewes. Many of the guests
were ladies. The champion replied, giving instructions how the games were to be played. He
would begin with No. 1, who would make his move and call same. Pillsbury would signify his
move, which the player would make for him.

Pillsbury then seated himself, with his back toward the chess players and engaged in a game of
duplicate whist. His partner was Don Whitley; their opponents, Ben Gunnison and Charles
Crouch. The chess games then opened in the manner described. Pillsbury would repeat:

“No. 1 (2 or 3) chess?”
The replay would be “Queen to King second.”
Pillsbury: “King’s bishop to queen’s bishop four.” and so on.

The same answer by the checker man and reply by numbers corresponding to that board. It
should be remembered too, that the number on the draught board are different from the chess
boards.

Many of the chess players took notes of the game, so they could retain a souvenir of the
memorable occasion, “when they played with the champion, you know.”

Sometimes Pillsbury would call two, three or four moves, or until the player got in such position
that he wanted time to think out his next move. This the champion would divine before the
player could revolve the outcome in his own mind, and call out, “Next board, No. 8.” or
whatever number it might be.

Mr. C. W. Meyers was the first to go down and out. Then the games proceeded nearly as rapidly
as if the champion were playing with his eyes on the boards. The players hung on well, playing
with extreme caution, but all were out at 12:30—ten games of chess and one of checkers.
Pillsbury stopped his game of duplicate whist at 11 o’clock. This gave him better facility for
concentration and it was easy “moving” thereafter.

Among the ladies who were interested spectators were:

Mrs. H. R. Barnhurst, Mrs. Warner, Mrs. Harrison Reed, Mrs. E. B. Lynch, Mr. R. E. Hurley of
Scranton, was a looker-on. Mr. Albert Jarecki and many other prominent residents wondered at
the wizard’s marvelous skill. That is the best word to use in Pillsbury’s case. He is a
phenomenon. It will be remembered that the old-time champion, Paulson [sic; Paulsen], once
played 16 games at once, taking two days at them, and eight hours a day only. Pillsbury is far
and away his peer [sic; superior].

The Erie Chess Club was well pleased at the interest manifested and the successful entertainment
pulled off.
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Mr. Pillsbury when not playing chess interests himself in law.
Erie Daily Times, 1900.11.10, p5

1900.11.10 Sat: Erie, PA
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes
e Scheduled to play during the day

Erie, Pa., Nov. 10.—...]

Chess Champion Pillsbury has given a two days’ exhibition of his skill, closing today. Yesterday

he met and vanquished ten chess players, playing simultaneously and not seeing the boards.
Buffalo Courier, 1900.11.11, p14

1900.11.12 Mon: Warren, PA

e Afternoon: checkers and chess were played

e Evening: Whist and Blindfold Simultaneous
17 games: chess, checkers, 1 whist

Yesterday afternoon and evening H. N. Pillsbury gave an exhibition of chess and checker
playing, the equal of which has but once before been seen in this city and then on the professor’s
last appearance here.

During the afternoon checkers and chess were played, Mr. Pillsbury easy [sic; easily] defeating
those who played against him. His memory feats were wonderful and his methods of play a
revelation to all who witnessed the games.

In the evening, blindfolded, the professor played chess and checkers (16 games at one time) and
duplicate whist in conjunction. Many other wonderful feats with the chess and checker boards
were performed and those who had assembled to see the playing of this man think him truly a

wonder.
Warren Evening Democrat, 1900.11.13, p1

1900.11.13 Tue: Seneca Falls, NY
e Scheduled to appear at the Hoskins building

Seneca Falls, Nov. 12—The Seneca Falls Chess Club has just concluded arrangements with
Harry N. Pillsbury, champion of the United States, to give an exhibition at the public hall in the
Hoskins building, Tuesday evening. There will be simultaneous games of checkers and chess,
and Mr. Pillsbury will meet any player. A nominal admission fee of 15 cents will be charged by
[sic; for] gentlemen; ladies free. This is the first event of the season under the auspices of the

club.
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, 1900.11.13, p15

1900.11.15 Thu: Brooklyn, NY
e Stopped briefly in Brooklyn

Attention has been so universally drawn to the well nigh marvelous character of Pillsbury’s
blindfolded performances that there is now a likelihood of his chess playing, while thus
handicapped, being submitted to a scientific investigation at the hands of competent parties.
Professor J. McKeen Cattell, at the head of the department of psychology of Columbia
University, has asked that an exhibition of blindfold chess by the American champion be
arranged with the chess players of the university for the purpose of making a test and
examination of Pillsbury’s methods. The correspondence on the subject has been referred to the
expert, who, if his engagements will permit, will probably arrange for the seance to be held on

some convenient evening, between November 20 and 30.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.11.15, p16

Pillsbury, the American champion, was in town for a short time yesterday and then left for
Bridgeport, Conn. He stated that he would be in Philadelphia on Thanksgiving Day. In that case,
the Franklin Club will be able to place him at the head of its team, so that the Brooklynites will
feel free to take along Showalter to pair with him at the top board. Pillsbury further stated that,
unless the Monte Carlo tournament managers postponed the opening of that event until the latter
part of March, he would not be a competitor, since going over there any earlier would seriously

interfere with his engagements here.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.11.16, p11
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1900.11.15 Thu: New Britain, CT
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
19 games: 16 chess, 3 checkers

New Britain News. [...]

The members of the New Britain Club were given an opportunity to watch the marvelous
exhibition given by Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess champion, who was at the rooms of the club
last evening. He played against a dozen of the best players of this city, Hartford and Berlin and
made a grand showing. He was in fine form and his plays, even the most intricate, were made
with precision and little hesitation. Against him were ranged the best players in Hartford county,
Messrs. Raymond of Hartford, Fowler of Berlin, Middlemass and Kirkham of New Britain. It
was 8 o’clock before the contests were commenced and they were continued until 11:30. A
luncheon was served during the evening.

There were sixteen chess players and three checker players arranged around the room. Mr.
Pillsbury sat with his back to them blindfolded. He played for about an hour with the sixteen and
won four games, and was in position to draw several others. At this point he gave the position of
every man on each board, and then continued play until 11:30 o’clock. Messrs. Middlemass and
Kirkham, and Raymond of Hartford, put up good games. There were 130 members of the club

and their friends present.
Hartford Daily Courant, 1900.11.16, p12

1900.11.16 Fri: Holyoke, MA
e Evening Blindfold Simultaneous
16 games (results unknown)

The checker game against Steele is stated to be from a simultaneous performance with no
mention of it being played by Pillsbury sans voir. Could he have also given an afternoon
performance or was this from the evening performance? More information is desired.

Springfield. [...]

A number of local chess and checker players will go to Holyoke this evening at 7:30 to play with
Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess champion, in the Young Men’s Christian association rooms.
Among those who will go from this city are L. F. Beach, W. R. Loomis, W. M. Street, George H.

Blanden [sic; Blandin], O. R. Vesper, John Steele, H. M. Smith and T. A. Ladd.
Springfield Republican, 1900.11.16, p8

Holyoke. [...]

Expert Pillsbury will play a number of games of chess simultaneously blindfolded at the Young
Men’s Christian association this evening. Quite a number of chess and checker enthusiasts will

be present.
Springfield Republican, 1900.11.16, p8

The exhibition of chess and checker playing at the Young Men’s Christian association last
evening by Expert H. N. Pillsbury proved very interesting. Sixteen players were matched against
him and he did this playing blindfolded.

Springfield Republican, 1900.11.17, p8

The subjoined game was played at Holyoke, Mass., between Mr. J. Steele, Mass., U.S.A., and

Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, while the latter was giving a simultaneous exhibition:—
Draughts World, v20 n70, October 1902, p1399 (credit Jim Loy)

Site: USA Holyoke, MA (862)
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

Black: Steele,J

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [112] Switcher

1.11-15 21-17 2.9-13 25-21 3.8-11 17-14 15.10-15 23-19 16.15x22 14-10 17.7x14
4.10x17 21x14 5.6-10 22-17 6.13x22 26x17 17x10 18.11-15 20-16 19.15-18 19-15
7.15-18 24-20 8.2-6 29-25 9.18-22 25x18 20.12x19 10-7 21.3x10 15x6 22.1x10 24x6
10.10-15 27-24 11.15x22 32-27 12.4-8 23.18-23 6-2 24.8-11 2-7 25.11-16 7-11

23-18 13.6-10 27-23 14.22-25 30x21
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26.16-20 11-15 27.23-27 31x24 28.20x27 | %%

Draughts World, v20 n70, October 1902, p1399 (credit Jim Loy)
Brisbane Queenslander, 1903.02.21, p412

1900.11.20 Tue: Syracuse, NY
e Afternoon: Simultaneous
10 games: 8 chess [+6=1-1], 2 checkers [+1=1-0]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
13 games: 9 chess [+9=0-0], 3 checkers [+3=0-0], 1 whist [+3=0-4]

H. N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America, will be at the Citizens’ Club this
afternoon and evening.

In the afternoon he will play all comers at simultaneous chess and checkers, playing against as
many as care to meet him. In the evening he will play blindfold chess and checkers and duplicate
whist at the same time. The chess and checker boards will be out of his sight, he making his
moves from memory. At the same time he will play duplicate whist at another table.

Those who wish to play will bring their boards and men.
Syracuse Post-Standard, 1900.11.20, p3

Harry Pillsbury, the chess expert last night at the Citizens’ Club gave one of the most successful
exhibitions of blindfold chess and checkers which he has given in this city. While playing twelve
boards of duplicate whist he played nine games of chess and three of checkers, winning them all
without seeing the plays and being beaten at the whist by four points to three. In the latter he had
for his partner S. B. Morris of this city, and against them were R. W. Eicholtz and W. K. West.

At the start of last evenings play, which lasted from 8 to 12 o’clock, the chess tables, eight in
number were taken by George N. Cheney, Rev. S. R. Calthrop, D. P. Rhoades, John Forey, E. C.
Wright, W. L. Root, Joseph D. Green and Justice Frederick W. Thomson. Wright succumbed
first, and a ninth game was started. James Cantwell taking the table. The checker tables were
held by James Randall, H. B. Wells and Frederick J. Baker.

Played Checkers Three Hours.

The checker players were disposed of after a play of about three hours, in which time the whist
has been finished. At the chess tables Green was the last to succumb, playing an even game until
Pillsbury, who then had no other games to attract his attention, checkmated him. W. H. Horton,
who was in consultation with W. L. Root, and who took Root’s place at the last, surrendered
shortly before. The plays of all of Pillsbury’s opponents at the blindfold games in the evening
were in consultation, the best players in the city uniting to compass his defeat. When Pillsbury
was last here several of the blindfold games were drawn.

In the afternoon Pillsbury played simultaneous chess and checkers for about a dozen games. In
the chess he was beaten for the first time in this city at a game played without consultation, the
winner being D. P. Rhoades. A draw was played by James Cantwell.

At the afternoon games F. Wolf played a draw at checkers with Pillsbury, but the game was not

scored, as the player was not a member of the Citizens’ Club.
Syracuse Post-Standard, 1900.11.21, p6

Henry Pillsbury, the expert chess player, gave a remarkable exhibition of his powers in chess,
checkers and duplicate whist at the Citizens’ club last evening. He played blindfolded, winning
nine games of whist [sic; chess], three of checkers and losing in twelve boards of whist by one
point. There were simultaneous games played against opponents who are the best players in town
and were in constant consultation. These mental feats are past comprehension and excite the

admiration and wonder of all beholders.
Syracuse Evening Herald, 1900.11.21, p4

Reynolds, the Rochester checker player, one of the best in the State, before H. N. Pillsbury began
his exhibition at the Citizens club last night, attempted, as a humane man, to dissuade Pillsbury
from continuing the blindfold and simultaneous work at chess, “I tried playing three games of
checkers blindfold once,” Reynolds said, “and | had the nose bleed after a dozen moves for one
thing. Too much chess drove Steinitz crazy. No man can continue what you are doing without
going crazy.”

“l am often told that,” said Pillsbury quietly, “and it is so absurd. Steinitz was
eccentric, erratic. If he hadn’t played chess he would have gone crazy at 21. As it
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was he was champion of the world thirty years. If | had started in playing several
games of checkers or chess blindfold I should probably have suffered. But | didn’t. |
started with one. It took me time to master one game blindfold. I came up gradually
to playing many. It is not now a great mental strain for me to play a dozen games
blindfold at once, as many think—not so much as it was playing one at first. And to
play duplicate whist simultaneous, which spectators believe adds largely to the
mental burden | hear, is in fact rather a relaxation or relief from the chess. | do not
feel ill effects from the work. And I have not the slightest intent to go crazy.”

Mr. Pillsbury was asked about his engagements.

“l go to New Jersey to play to-morrow,” he said, “if the Monte Carlo tourney is
postponed until after March 1st | go there. My engagements are made with that
understanding, if they insist on holding that tourney in February they will get few
of the chess masters.”

“Is there any likelihood of a series of games between you and Lasker or Maroczy during their
visit to America?” he was asked.

“None whatever.” he answered.

The mental method Mr. Pillsbury uses, is this: an explanation which, however, only half
explains. He calls for the play on the first board and as he does so calls up a picture to his mind
of that board just as the pieces stand. His opponent makes a play and he replies. Then he sweeps
that picture off his mind altogether and calls up another picture board No. 2. He never forgets.
He never loses track of a single pawn, and his mental vision of the board is so clear that he never
gets caught by the little tricks of the game.

In the afternoon Mr. Pillsbury played eight games of chess simultaneously and one of checkers.
He won from the Rev. Dr. S. R. Calthrop, J. D. Green, John Forey, George N. Cheney, W. L.
Root of St. Johns School, Manlius, and John Greenway at chess, and Fred Wolfe [sic; Wolf] at
checkers, drew with James Cantwell and lost to D. P. Rhoades. Mr. Rhoades won the first game,
not consultation, ever taken from Pillsbury in Syracuse.

In the evening Mr. Pillsbury played duplicate whist with “Sam” B. Morris as partner against
Doctor Eicholtz and W. K. West while playing blindfold chess against George N. Cheney, the
Rev. Dr. S. R. Calthrop, D. P. Rhoades, John Forey, E. C. Wright, James Cantwell, Judge Fred
W. Thomson, Joseph D. Green and W. L. Root and W. H. Burton in consultation at chess and H.
B. Wells, J. A. Randall and Fred J. Baker at checkers. The champion won all games, chess and

checkers. Pillsbury and Morris were beaten one point at whist.
Syracuse Evening Herald, 1900.11.21, p14

World’s Champion Chess Player Pillsbury has written the local lodge of Elks, asking for an
engagement to play an afternoon and evening exhibition game. Mr. Pillsbury stated that he
desired to play here Saturday, December 1. The local Elks have answered the letter, accepting
the engagement. Arrangements have not as yet been completed, but a meeting will be held some
time this week for the purpose. It will also be decided whether or not the games will be public.

Mr. Pillsbury will probably play fifteen games at one time while blindfolded.
Lexington Morning Herald, 1900.11.22, p3

1900.11.21 Wed: New Jersey
e Scheduled to appear in New Jersey

[...] Citizens club last night [...] Mr. Pillsbury was asked about his engagements. “I go to New

Jersey to play to-morrow,” he said [...]
Syracuse Evening Herald, 1900.11.21, p14

1900.11.22 Thu: New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
12 games: 12 checkers [+2=6-4]

Harry N. Pillsbury, America’s chess champion, whose method of playing, while blindfolded, will
this afternoon be subjected to a scientific investigation under the supervision of the
psychological department at Columbia University, created a big sensation in metropolitan
checker circles last night by encountering a crack team of twelve experts, without sight of the
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boards or pieces, at Odd Fellows’ Hall, on East Eighth street, Manhattan. The performance in
itself was a record breaker, being pronounced by Harry Freedman, the Scotch champion—who
participated and was finely beaten—the greatest exhibition of the kind he had ever witnessed.
Then, too, the attendance was quite without precedent hereabout [sic; hereabouts] either for
chess or checker events, barring only the big international cable matches, contested annually in
Brooklyn. Five hundred is none too liberal an estimate of those who came to witness the
remarkable mental feat and crowded the large main hall well nigh to suffocation. Chairs and
tables were used as points of vantage from which to get glimpses of the youthful master and his
adversaries, who were completely hemmed in by the mass of spectators.

As for the team, it was a powerful aggregation and could have been strengthened but very little had
the New York Checker Club picked the players to do duty in an important match. One of the noted
absentees was Dr. A. Schaefer, who not long ago played a drawn match with Freedman.
Brooklynites will recognize the names of most of Pillsbury’s opponents as members of the fine
team of the Central Young Men’s Christian Association Chess and Checker Club, when that club
cut such a wide swath in metropolitan draughts six years ago. That he should lose the most of his
games was not at all surprising, therefore, and his scores of two victories, four defeats and six
draws was unanimously conceded to be a splendid record. Moreover, he had the satisfaction of
triumphing over his most noted adversary, Freedman, who had good naturedly consented to make a
board against him, but made the mistake of experimenting with the chess champion. It was the
jolly Scot who led the cheering at the conclusion of the seance. Pillsbury’s other victim was Ben
Scully, the blind checker player, who, however, had a board and pieces in front of him and
conducted his game, aided by the sense of touch. Messrs. M. F. Clouser, A. J. de Freest, J. Collins
and F. Bernsee all succeeded in outwitting Pillsbury, while the rest drew. A summary follows:

Boards. Opponents. Openings. Scores.
1. Ben Scully Whilter 0
2. Thomas Finn Fife 15
3. R. P. Ostrander Double corner s
4. John Dreau [sic; Jondreau] Cross 15
5. M. F. Clouser Cross 1
6. A. J. De Freest Bristol 1
7. Joseph Collins Single corner 1
8. Jim McEntee Second double corner s
9. A. W. Lowry Laird and lady s
10. N. R. Sch'nmacher Kelso 15
11. Fred Bernsee Second double corner 1
12. Harry Freedman Bristol 0

Total—-Pillsbury won 2, lost 4, drew 6.
Duration—8 P. M. to 12:15 A.M.

[...] To an Eagle reporter, after the conclusion of last night’s seance, the champion stated that he
would leave for Philadelphia on Saturday and next week would visit Pittsburg, Pa.; Wheeling, W.
Va.; Cincinnati, O., and Louisville, Ky. Should he be wanted by the Franklin Club to play against
Brooklyn Thanksgiving Day, he will go to Philadelphia for the purpose. He understands, however,
that the Quakers will not use him. Asked concerning his participation in the Monte Carlo tournament,
scheduled to open the first of February, Pillsbury said he would not be able to make the connections
and that he had forwarded a letter to the manager, of which the following is a copy:

M. Arnous de Riviere, Esq., 11 Rue Radzinill [sic; Radziwill], Paris, France:

Dear sir—A circular regarding the forthcoming tournament at Monte Carlo has been
forwarded to me by my secretary.

Recalling to your mind several conversations we had recently in your city and
requesting your attention to the underlined passage in the inclosed circular regarding
my annual tour, | would state that it will hardly be possible for me to participate in said
tournament. | had expected play to begin on or about March 10, and in such case would
have been an entrant.

It is quite likely, however, that I shall visit Europe in April or May for purposes of
exhibition play sans voir, as likewise set forth in my circular inclosed.
Yours very truly,
H. N. Pillsbury.
New York, November 22, 1900.

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.11.23, p16
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Harry N. Pillsbury, the well known chess expert, played twelve simultaneous games of checkers
blindfolded at Odd Fellows’ Hall, in East Eighth-st., Thursday night. He won from “Ben” Scully,
the blind player of Huber’s Museum, and also from Harry Freedman, the former Scottish
champion. He was beaten by Clouser, De Freest, Collins and Bernsee. The drawn games were
with Finn, Ostrander, Jondreau, McEntee, Lowry and Schoonover [sic; Schoonmaker]. The
games started at 8 p. m., and the last game ended at 12:45 a. m. yesterday. Several hundred
persons were unable to gain entrance to the hall, which was filled by four hundred or five
hundred enthusiasts. The exhibition was given under the direction of the New-York Checker

Club, of No. 347 East Ninth-st., and will be repeated next spring in a larger hall.
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.11.24, p5

Pillsbury gave his blindfold seance against the New York Checker Club under untoward
circumstances. The rooms were inadequate for the crowd that piled in, crowding the single
player and contestants; those who couldn’t get near enough to see what was going on occupied
the lower end of the hall, engaged in games on their own account in a noisy manner, and to

crown the confusion and noise a band on a lower floor set itself to work vigorously.
Washington Evening Star, 1900.12.03, p9

Following are the twelve games played by Harry N. Pillsbury, blindfold and simultaneously, at

Odd Fellows’ hall, 67 E Eighth street, New York, Nov. 22, 1900:
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

Date: 1900.11.22 (863)
Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 1)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

White: Scully,BF

Opening: [000] Whilter

1.11-15 23-19 2.7-11 22-17 3.11-16 26-23
4.8-11 17-14 5.9x18 23x7 6.16x23 27x18
7.15x22 25x18 8.3x10 29-25 9.5-9 25-22
10.12-16 31-26 11.4-8 26-23 12.16-20 22-17
13.20x27 18-14 14.9x18 23x7 15.11-16

32x23 16.2x11 23-18 17.16-19 30-26
18.8-12 17-14 19.1-5 21-17 20.12-16 28-24
21.19x28 26-23 22.28-32 17-13 23.5-9 14x5
24.6-10 5-1 25.10-15 18-14 26.32-27 1-0

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.11.23, p16

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(864)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Finn, T
Opening: [128] Fife

1.11-15 23-19 2.9-14 22-17 3.5-9 17-13
4.14-18 19-16 5.12x19 26-23 6.19x26 30x5
7.8-11 27-23 8.4-8 32-27 9.10-14 24-19
10.15x24 28x19 11.7-10 25-22 12.11-15
22-17 13.15x24 27x20 14.8-11 29-25
15.11-15 25-22 16.3-8 20-16 17.8-11 16x7

18.2x11 31-27 19.11-16 22-18 20.15x22
27-24 21.16-20 24-19 22.22-26 19-15
23.10x19 23x16 24.26-30 17x10 25.6x15
16-11 26.30-25 21-17 27.25-22 17-14
28.22-18 14-10 29.15-19 11-7 30.19-23 7-2

31.23-26 2-7 Y2-Y%>
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(865)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 3)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Ostrander,RP
Opening: [040] Double Corner

1.9-14 22-18 2.5-9 24-19 3.11-15 18x11
4.8x24 28x19 5.4-8 25-22 6.8-11 22-18
7.11-16 29-25 8.7-11 18-15 9.11x18 21-17
10.14x21 23x5 11.16x23 26x19 12.3-7
25-22 13.7-11 27-23 14.6-9 31-26 15.2-6
32-28 16.11-16 22-18 17.10-14 26-22
18.16-20 19-15 19.12-16 15-10 20.6x15

18x11 21.9-13 11-7 22.14-17 22-18
23.17-22 18-15 24.22-26 15-10 25.26-31
23-18 26.31-27 18-14 27.27-23 7-3 28.23-18
14-9 29.13-17 9-6 30.21-25 30x14 31.18x2
3-8 32.16-19 8-11 33.19-23 10-7 34.23-26
11-16 35.2x11 16x7 36.26-30 7-10 37.30-26

10-14 38.26-23 14-9 Y1-Y%>
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16
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Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(866)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 4)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Jondreau,EA
Opening: [121] Cross

1.11-15 23-18 2.8-11 27-23 3.10-14 23-19
4.14x23 19x10 5.7x14 26x19 6.11-16 19-15
7.4-8 24-20 8.16-19 30-26 9.14-18 32-27
10.9-13 20-16 11.2-7 27-23 12.18x27 31x24
13.5-9 24-20 14.6-10 15x6 15.1x10 16-11

16.8x15 26-23 17.19x26 22-17 18.13x22
25x2 19.10-15 2-6 20.9-13 6-10 21.15-18
10-14 22.18-22 14-18 23.26-30 18x25
24.13-17 21x14 25.30x21 14-10 %2-Y%2

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(867)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 5)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Clouser,MF
Opening: [121] Cross

1.11-15 23-18 2.8-11 27-23 3.4-8 23-19
49-14 18x9 5.5x14 22-17 6.6-9 17-13
7.11-16 13x6 8.16x23 26x19 9.2x9 25-22
10.9-13 32-27 11.8-11 27-23 12.14-18 23x14
13.10x26 19x10 14.7x14 30x23 15.3-7 29-25
16.11-15 25-22 17.1-5 23-19 18.15-18 22x15
19.14-18 24-20 20.18-22 20-16 21.22-25 15-

11 22.7-10 11-7 23.25-30 7-2 24.30-25 2-6
25.10-14 6-9 26.14-18 9-6 27.18-23 6-1
28.25-22 16-11 29.23-26 19-15 30.26-30 15-
10 31.30-26 10-7 32.26-23 7-2 33.22-18 11-7
34.12-16 7-3 35.23-19 3-7 36.16-20 1-6
37.18-15 7-10 38.15-18 21-17 39.13x22 6-9
40.5x14 10x26 41.18-23 28-24 0-1

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16 (ends 21...15-11)
Melbourne Australasian, 1901.02.16, p391

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(868)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 6)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: De Freest,AJ
Opening: [134] Bristol

1.11-16 21-17 2.8-11 17-13 3.9-14 22-18
4.16-20 18x9 5.5x14 25-22 6.11-15 24-19
7.15x24 28x19 8.4-8 22-18 9.14-17 29-25
10.8-11 19-16 11.12x19 23x16 12.10-15

25-21 13.15x22 21x14 14.1-5 26x17 15.6-9
13x6 16.2x18 30-25 17.20-24 27x20
18.18-23 17-14 19.11-15 16-11 20.7x16

20x11 21.15-19 32-28 0-1
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(869)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 7)

Black: Collins,J
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [120] Single Corner

1.11-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.8-11 29-25
4.4-8 24-20 5.12-16 25-22 6.8-12 27-24
7.10-14 24-19 8.7-10 32-27 9.9-13 18x9
10.5x14 22-18 11.1-5 18x9 12.5x14 19-15

13.11x18 20x11 14.18-22 26x17 15.13x22
23-19 16.22-25 11-8 17.25-29 8-4 18.29-25
4-8 19.25-22 8-11 20.14-18 27-24 21.18-23
11-15 22.23-26 30x23 23.12-16 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(870)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 8)

Black: McEntee,J
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [129] Second Double Corner

1.11-15 24-19 2.15x24 28x19 3.8-11 22-18
4.10-14 25-22 5.11-16 22-17 6.9-13 17x10
7.6x22 26x17 8.13x22 30-26 9.5-9 26x17

10.9-13 17-14 11.7-10 14x7 12.3x10 29-25
13.2-7 25-22 14.4-8 22-18 15.16-20 18-14
16.10x17 21x14 17.13-17 23-18 18.1-6
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19-15 19.17-21 27-23 20.7-11 32-27
21.11-16 14-10 22.6-9 10-7 23.16-19 23x16

24.12x19 7-2 Y2-Y2

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(871)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 9)

Black: Lowry,AW
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [126] Laird and Lady

1.11-15 23-19 2.8-11 22-17 3.9-13 17-14
4.10x17 21x14 5.15-18 24-20 6.6-9 19-15
7.4-8 26-23 8.13-17 28-24 9.17-21 24-19
10.2-6 32-28 11.9-13 31-26 12.6-10 15x6

13.1x17 23x14 14.11-15 19x10 15.17-22
26x17 16.13x22 25x18 17.5-9 14x5 18.7x32
5-1 19.8-11 1-6 20.12-16 6-10 21.16-19
29-25 22.32-27 25-22 23.27-23 Y2-%>

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(872)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 10)

Black: Schoonmaker,NR
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [097] Kelso

1.10-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.11-15 18x11
4.8x15 21-17 5.7-10 17-13 6.4-8 29-25
7.9-14 24-20 8.8-11 28-24 9.2-7 25-21
10.14-17 21x14 11.10x17 23-19 12.6-10

26-22 13.17x26 31x22 14.1-6 27-23 15.5-9
23-18 16.12-16 19x12 17.10-14 24-19
18.15x24 32-28 19.14x23 28x19 20.23-27
22-18 21.6-10 13x6 22.10-15 %-%

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(873)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 11)

Black: Bernsee,F
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [129] Second Double Corner

1.11-15 24-19 2.15x24 28x19 3.8-11 22-18
4.11-16 25-22 5.16-20 22-17 6.9-13 17-14
7.10x17 21x14 8.6-10 14-9 9.5x14 18x9
10.1-5 9-6 11.2x9 23-18 12.10-14 26-23
13.14-17 19-15 14.3-8 18-14 15.9x18 23x14
16.8-11 15x8 17.4x11 29-25 18.11-15 30-26
19.7-11 25-21 20.17-22 26x17 21.13x22

14-10 22.15-19 10-7 23.19-24 7-3 24.22-26
31x22 25.24x31 3-8 26.11-16 8-11 27.16-19
11-16 28.19-23 16-19 29.23-26 22-18
30.26-30 18-15 31.30-26 32-27 32.31x24
19x28 33.26-23 15-10 34.23-19 10-6
35.20-24 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

Date: 1900.11.22

Site: USA New York, NY (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

(874)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 12)

Black: Freedman,H
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [149] Bristol

1.11-16 23-18 2.8-11 18-14 3.9x18 22x8
4.4x11 25-22 5.5-9 26-23 6.16-20 24-19
7.9-13 30-26 8.11-16 22-17 9.13x22 26x17
10.7-11 29-25 11.11-15 28-24 12.10-14
19x10 13.6x15 17x10 14.16-19 23x16

15.12x28 25-22 16.3-8 27-23 17.8-12 23-18
18.15-19 31-26 19.12-16 18-15 20.20-24
22-17 21.1-5 17-14 22.24-27 32x23
23.28-32 23-18 24.32-27 26-22 25.27-23

10-7 26.2x11 15x8 0-1

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.11.23, p16 (ends 23...23-18)
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, p16

1900.11.23 Fri: New York, NY (Columbia Chess Club, Schermerhorn Hall)
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes (Odd Fellows’ Hall)

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
16 games: 16 chess [+13=1-2]

Statistics which will furnish the basis for an interesting report on the blindfold playing of Chess
Champion Harry N. Pillsbury, from a psychological standpoint, were obtained yesterday

174



Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

afternoon prior to the exhibition of his skill against sixteen players of the Columbia Chess Club,
under the supervision of the department of psychology. Measurements were taken of the expert’s
head and the usual tests applied to determine the range of his senses. Answers to a series of
questions regarding his perceptive faculties and peculiarities of his mental development are yet
to be furnished by the champion, after which he will, in due time, be provided with an official
report of the observations made.

While peculiar interest attached to this part of the programme, the students at large, or as many
of them as could gain admittance to the big study of the psychological department, took the most
enjoyment out of the actual play, which started about 4 o’clock and continued until 6, when an
adjournment was taken for supper. The games were resumed at 8 o’clock, continued until
10 P. M., when the electric lights cut off, and concluded by lamplight shortly after 11. Pillsbury
was stationed in a dark corner of the room with his back to the sixteen players ranged in a double
row down the center, facing each other. Most of the time, when not gazing skyward and
following the gyrations of his cigar smoke, the expert closed his eyes and buried his forehead in
his left hand, this apparently enabling him to outline the imaginary chess boards to better
advantage. Around the sides of the room the college boys, standing on tables and forms and
everything else that was available, watched the progress of events over the heads of the crowd
that shut in the participants, and evidently enjoyed the affair hugely. Pillsbury, beside calling out
his moves, occasionally interjected remarks of an explanatory character and frequently took
opportunities offered for witty sallies. This side play was the source of much merriment among
the boys. The accuracy with which he kept in close touch with all the details of the sixteen games
caused open mouthed wonder and was at times little short of awe inspiring.

Pillsbury finally emerged from his ordeal with a record of thirteen victories, two defeats and one
draw. F. H. Sewall of Columbia’s intercollegiate team was responsible for one of these defeats of
the champion, while J. Hammer was credited with the other, both playing capital chess. They
were somewhat favored, however, by the hurry and hustle at the close of the seance. Lawton and
Gravenhorst, in partnership at Board No. 4, succeeded in earning a draw. A summary of the play
follows:

B'ds. Opponents. Openings. Scores.
1. Shainwald King's gambit 0
2. Tannenbaum Allagier gambit 0
3. Sewall French defense 1
4. Lawton Ruy Lopez b
Gravenhorst
5. Ridder French defense 0
6. Von Sholly French defense 0
Lillard
7. Keeler French defense 0
8. Harrison Ruy Lopez 0
9. Falk Falkbeer counter gbt. 0
10. Schroeder Queen's gambit dec. 0
11. Gretsch Vienna opening 0
12. Hammer Petroff defense 1
13. Perlman Q's fianchetto 0
14. Berg [sic] Queen's gambit dec. 0
15. Hubbard Queen's gambit dec. 0
Moffatt
16. Giffin Ruy Lopez 0
Wolff

Total—Pillsbury won 13; lost 2; drew 1.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.11.24, p6

A most interesting exhibition was given by H. N. Pillsbury last Friday against sixteen members of
the Columbia Chess Club. He played blindfolded simultaneously at all the boards. The boards were
arranged on both sides of a long table in Room 406 Schermerhorn Hall, and the room was crowded
with students. Pillsbury sat in one corner with his back to the table. When he entered the room with
Professor Cattell he was cheered by the students who had gathered there. The little laboratory was
soon packed with nearly a hundred students, and men stood on the tables and bookcases in order to
see the boards. During the playing men were constantly going in and out, so that over two hundred
in all probably saw the match. The room was far from quiet, as the door was frequently slammed,
and there was considerable conversation among the players and spectators.

After Pillsbury had announced his first moves the first player called his first and Pillsbury
replied, then the second player did the same, and so on around the boards. Later in the game,
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when there was an exchange of pieces, or for any other reason, the reply was obvious; he would
make several moves at one board before passing on. Sometimes, especially in the early part, he
would stop after playing at the last board and apparently review the positions at the various
boards to be sure that he had them fixed in his mind. His confident and unhesitating way of
announcing his plays contrasted with the undecided manner of most of his amateur opponents.
Several times he grew impatient at the slowness of the replies to his moves, and suggested the
obvious action. Often when he made an effective play he would remark on it good naturedly, and
occasionally criticized his opponents.

Just before 6 o’clock Rider [sic; Ridder], at No. 6, resigned, and when the play reached board 1
the match was adjourned till 8 o’clock for supper. Pillsbury then resumed his play without
having looked at the boards or made any memoranda.

One of the most interesting incidents of the match occurred at board 8, quite late in the evening.
After one of Pillsbury’s responses, Harrison announced a play, taking the white queen. Pillsbury
said the play was impossible and gave the position of the pieces as he remembered it, which agreed
with the situation on the board except for one knight. To prove that he was right, Pillsbury told the
plays made on the board, in order from the beginning, while one man played them on a board and
another followed him on Harrison’s written record. It was found that he remembered correctly ever
one of some thirty plays made by each side, and that the position as he gave it first was correct.
This game was also interesting, as it was the only one played out to a check mate.

At eleven of the boards the Chess Club men resigned. Sewall gained the advantage and Pillsbury
resigned to him; he tied with Lawton and checkmated Harrison. It was then nearly half past
eleven, and Hammer and Schroeder were still playing. Pillsbury was two passed pawns ahead of
the former and two behind the latter. So to close the match he agreed to resign to Hammer if
Schroeder would resign.

At the opening of the game Pillsbury said that any of the players might consult, and nearly all of
them did so to some extent. At three of the boards they played regular consultation games,
Lawton with Gravenhorst, Hubbard with Moffat, and Giffin with Wolff. Sewell’s [sic; Sewall]
game which was played entirely without consultation, was the best contested.

Before the match began Professor Cattell made the simpler psychological tests on Pillsbury.
Though he showed considerable quickness and a good memory, the tests brought out nothing
remarkable. According to the tests he would be classed about in the upper fourth of the college
students. He says that he remembers the situations in a chess game without visualizing them. He
is now training his wonderful memory in whist and card tricks. Pillsbury is only 29, and has
begun to study law with the expectation of practicing.

Summary.
White. Black.

Player. Opening. Pillsbury. Chess Club.
Shainwald King’s Gambit 1 0
Tannenbaum Allagier Gambit 1 0
Sewall Ruy Lopez 0 1
Lawton Ruy Lopez b s
Ridder French Defense 1 0
Keeler French Defense 1 0

Von Scholly [sic] French Defense 1 0
Harrison Ginoco [sic] Piano 1 0
Falk Falkbur [sic] Counter Gambit 1 0
Schroeder Queen’s Gmbt. Dcld. 1 0
Gretsch Vienna Opening 1 0
Hammer Petroff Defense 0 1
Poreman [sic] Queen Fianchetto 1 0
Burg Queen’s Gambit Declined 1 0
Hubbard Queen’s Gambt. Dcld. 1 0
Giffin Ruy Lopez 1 0

Total 13% 2%

New York Columbia Spectator, 1900.11.27, p1

Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess expert, was a subject Friday evening at an exhibition at Columbia
University under the direction of the department of psychology. Pillsbury was subjected by Prof.
J. McK. Cattell, Professor of Psychology, to the same tests which are given to the freshmen.
They included trials of memory, perception of sound, and sensitiveness of touch. Prof. Cattell
said that he found nothing abnormal about Pillsbury and that he would rank among the first 25
per cent. of the freshmen.
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After the tests Pillsbury, blindfolded, played sixteen simultaneous games of chess with

Columbia’s chess team. He won thirteen of the games, lost two, and one was a draw.
New York Times, 1900.11.25, p24

Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player, in his blindfold match against sixteen members of
the Columbia Chess Club, won fourteen of the sixteen games. Play began at 4 o’clock Friday
afternoon, and with an hour’s intermission for dinner continued until 12:30 o’clock yesterday
morning. The games averaged thirty moves for each player, so that Pillsbury had to remember
480 of his own plays and 480 of his opponents, divided among sixteen different boards, with no
two combinations the same. Columbia students filled the room in Schermerhorn Hall, where the
exhibition was given, and were astounded at Pillsbury’s marvellous exhibition of memory, and,
as they thought of what such a memory could accomplish against final examinations, envied him
deeply.

Pillsbury saw none of the boards of the contesting players. He sat at a table in one corner of the
room and meditatively stroked his forehead as he concentrated his mind on the problem before
him. He began by calling out his play on board No. 1, and so went down the sixteen boards.
When he had made the first round, and had come again to the first board the player there
announced his move. Pillsbury without a moment’s hesitation gave his move in reply. So it went
on. After six rounds had been played Pillsbury paused for a moment, and went over the positions
of the pieces on the various boards. He did not once make an error, and corrected any on the part
of his opponents. When 6 o’clock came the players adjourned until 7 o’clock. James McKeen
Cattell, professor of psychology, under whose direction the experiment was held, said that the
tests usually applied to Columbia students had been put to Pillsbury, and that he did not appear to
be abnormal. He said he should class him among the first 25 per cent of the ordinary subjects of
the examinations. He said that several individual tests had been applied to Pillsbury whose
results had not been approximated and could not therefore be announced. Pillsbury, in answer to
a question, said that he did not visualize the boards, but remembered every play made. When the
games were resumed at 7 o’clock Pillsbury from memory called off the positions of the men on
the various boards. One board was different from what he said, but he recited the plays that had

been made, and showed conclusively that the Columbia player was in the wrong.
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.11.25, p5

Harry Nelson Pillsbury, the American chess champion, was recently the guest of Columbia
college. His exhibitions of blindfold play and feats of memory have assumed proportions of
magnitude easily surpassing anything ever attempted in this line. At first devotees of the game
were the only ones witnessing his seances, but the circle has widened, and the vast majority of
spectators view it from the psychological standpoint. His visit to Columbia college was at the
request of the psychological department of the institution. He was subjected to a most careful
examination. Measurements of a minute and accurate character were taken of his skull. He
subsequently played sixteen games blindfold, and the college had prepared numerous questions
for the champion to answer. In due time the college will be in the position to give an opinion as
to whether these miraculous exhibitions are the outcome of an abnormal brain power or of a
judicious and systematic training—memory culture.

The performance at Columbia college was unique. Play took place in the auditorium. Students
occupied the chess boards, in some instances two in consultation. The entire faculty witnessed
the play, as did most of the students, and the spacious hall was crowded. Play commenced
shortly after 4 p.m., and at 6 p.m. recess was taken for dinner. At 8 p.m. play was continued; two
hours later another recess had to be taken, the electric light being turned off at that time. Oil
lamps were hastily secured, and the seance finished. Pillsbury won 13, lost 2, and drew 1. The
losses and the draw were due to the haste toward the end, but the champion evidently did not
care to establish a record, but endeavored to convince the spectators that he mastered the games
in progress. In many instances he warned his opponents not to make certain moves, pointing out
the consequences. At other times he would jokingly remark that he noted the trap set by his
respective opponent, explaining the nature of it. The performance, as usual, made a profound
impression on the spectators.

Due to Systematic Training.

Pillsbury believes that his success is due to systematic training, and he was quite willing to give
the method adopted. Chess, and particularly blindfold chess, is somewhat foreign to many of The
Inter Ocean readers, and a few remarks on the subject should prove appropriate. To play a game
of chess without seeing board or men it is necessary that each move made and the change it
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produces in the position of the forces be memorized. Unless this is done no combination can be
planned with any degree of accuracy. The task seems a laborious one, for the struggle often lasts
for sixty or more moves, but the character of the game is such as to facilitate the work. The game
shows a chain of thought closely linked together: each move is more or less the sequence of
some previous play or initiates a subsequent combination. Thus to play a game from memory—
while more difficult than contesting it with the aid of the board—is not so difficult as it is
generally supposed to be. Playing more than one game blindfold is different. The memorizing
assumes gigantic proportions, and besides that another requirement is essential. The player must
possess the ability to concentrate his mind on one game at a time, temporarily dismissing all
others. No matter how may games he contests, but one must be before him, the one requiring
immediate attention, and the complications on the other boards must not interfere with the
combinations in that particular game. As soon as he makes his move he must take up the next
board, dismissing the former until its turn comes again. [...]

Pillsbury relates that at the start blindfold play was a difficult task for him. He contested but one
game, yet he did not always obtain clear impressions. He observed, however, that at critical
stages he was more at home than in positions where the play was smooth, somewhat on the
routine order. This is but natural. In watching chess, whist, baseball, football, or any other game,
the evenly contested matches attract little attention. The contests abounding in exciting features,
surprises, etc., impress the mind and they will be memorized readily.

Strict Attention to Positions.

The champion quickly made up his mind to devote particular attention to positions, which
otherwise would leave but imperfect impressions. If the move was not an important one, he
attached importance to it. He would compare it with similar plays made in important contests, or
would view it in connection with subsequent possibilities in the field of combinations. It required
will power and a stern effort, for the desire to play quickly was a tempting one. Adhering to this
method, he soon succeeded in playing one game blindfold accurately and without much effort.
Pillsbury further states, having mastered one game, he had but little difficulty in gradually
increasing the number, but similarity of positions in the early stages threatened to cause mix-ups.
He gave considerable thought to the matter, and finally succeeded in surmounting the difficulty
by means of a rather simple device. Instead of selecting opening moves at random, he made them
in a systematic way. On every fourth board he would adopt a queen’s pawn opening, followed by
Ruy Lopez, Vienna, etc., plays. The key, of course would be changed at every seance, but it
works admirably. Every game obtains its individuality, for if a move on board 9, for instance, is
given, he knows it is a Ruy Lopez or a Vienna, etc., position. He further prevents two or more
consecutive games from developing on similar lines. This arrangement wonderfully aided his
efforts, and he is surprised that no other exponent of blindfold play ever adopted it.

Continuous practice, of course, perfected his play, his memory became more sensitized, and he
got to know just what effort was needed in each instance to make the impression a clear one.
Pillsbury states that twenty games would hardly be the limit, though he does not intend to
increase the number. It would require much time, and be apt to tire opponents and spectators, as
well as himself.

But recently he took up the thirty-word memory feat. They are selected by the audience, called
out at once, and he gives them in the same, or reverse, order. At present he is working on a more

difficult proposition. He is to remember the fifty-two cards of a thoroughly shuffled whist deck.
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p44

1900.11.24 Sat: New York, NY (Columbia Chess Club, Schermerhorn Hall)
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes

Play began at 4 o’clock Friday afternoon, and with an hour’s intermission for dinner continued

until 12:30 o’clock yesterday morning.
New-York Daily Tribune, 1900.11.25, p5

1900.11.24 Sat: Philadelphia, PA
e Scheduled to arrive in Philadelphia?

[...] would leave for Philadelphia on Saturday [...]
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.11.23, p16
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1900.11.26 Mon: Pittsburg, PA
e Afternoon: Simultaneous (10 boards)
13 games: won 9 (Pittsburg Post)
17 games: 8 chess [+4=2-2], 9 checkers [+3=4-2] (Pittsburg Dispatch)
21 games: 8 chess [+4=2-2], 13 checkers [{+8}] (Literary Digest)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
19 games: 10 chess [+8=3-0], 8 checkers [+6=1-1], 1 whist [+1]

Harry N. Pillsbury, the celebrated chess master, who is the leading player of the United States,
and one of the great players of the world, will visit the Pittsburg Chess club, 305 Smithfield
street, on next Monday and Tuesday, and will play games of chess in the afternoon at two
o’clock, and in the evening at eight.

On Monday afternoon, he will play simultaneous chess against all comers. In the evening, he will
play twelve games of chess, blindfold, and at the same time will conduct a game of duplicate
whist.

On Tuesday evening he will play sixteen games of chess, blindfolded, without sight of board, or
men, directing the moves on the various boards entirely from memory. At each board he will
permit as many people to consult against him as can crowd around the table.

In this style of chess, Mr. Pillsbury, is the acknowledged master. No player has ever lived who
could play so many games, with such accuracy, and so successfully. All who are interested in the
game, whether member of the club, or not, are invited. At his last visit a number of ladies were

present and eagerly enjoyed the entertainment.
Pittsburg Press, 1900.11.23, p5

Harry Nelson Pillsbury, chess champion of the United States, the only rival whom Lasker, the
world’s champion, fears, is in Pittsburg, the guest of the Pittsburg Chess club, at whose rooms,
305 Smithfield street, this afternoon and evening he will engage in a notable series of games
against all comers.

This afternoon’s tournament will begin at 2:30. Pillsbury will play all who care to compete,
simultaneously. His competitors will be seated before the boards while he will walk around in
the center and play them all at one time. Difficult as this feat may seem it will be comparatively
easy taken into consideration with what he proposes doing at the evening sessions. He will then
play all comers simultaneously, blindfolded, so that he cannot see either boards or men, and at
the same time he will play a game of checkers and take a hand in duplicate whist.

To-morrow he will repeat the simultaneous performance and afterwards play some single games
with the best players of the Pittsburg Club. [...]

Three of the prominent chess players who will meet Pillsbury across the board during his present
visit are B. H. Lutton, J. L. McCutcheon and W. E. Napier, the latter one of the best players in
the country. On his last visit Pillsbury was defeated by Lutton in three games.

The visit of the champion will do much to revive interest in the royal game which has many
devotees in Pittsburg. The marvelous retentive memory developed by Pillsbury as shown by his
feats of simultaneous playing has been frequently commented upon and the opportunity to
witness his feats will no doubt be seized by all chess players and many others attracted by the

phenomenal nature of the exhibition.
Pittsburg Press, 1900.11.26, p8

H. U [sic; N]. Pillsbury, the leading chess player of the United States, arrived in Pittsburg and
yesterday was the guest of the Pittsburg chess club. In the afternoon he played 13 chess and
checker games simultaneously, of which he won 9. As on his last visit here the chess master
surprised his admirers by this marvelous play. Although he opposed so many of the crack players
of the club, he was not in the least embarrassed. Between bits of talk on the current topics of the
day he passed from board to board and made his moves without hesitation. His opponents played
most carefully, but each of their moves was quickly met by the master, who needed only a glance
to show him the state of the games.

In the evening he played 12 men without looking at the boards. Before midnight he had won
three games and drew one. He was told the move of each opponent and then gave his direction.
In order to do this he was compelled to remember the positions of the figures at every stage of
the game. It required only a few seconds of study before he gave his order to move. His memory
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was remarkable and the members of the club were simply astonded [sic; astounded]. The
opponents of the master had not only their own judgement to follow, but took advice from other
players who stood around the board. In spite of this fact, Pillsbury came out ahead, much to the

wonderment of a large attendance.
Pittsburg Post, 1900.11.27, p6

Harry Nelson Pillsbury, one of the world’s greatest chess players gave an exhibition of his skill
before the Pittsburg Chess Club. Pillsbury first appeared at 2 o’clock. Owing to the inclement
weather and the fact that the time was coincidental with business hours, the rooms were not
crowded. A simultaneous performance was the programme, and operations were begun
straightaway without the customary formalities.

Eleven players faced the expert on 10 boards, and the games were soon launched into
complications, which it is naturally a part of the single player’s intent to bring about. Except
where Pillsbury was opposed by someone of considerable skill no hesitancy was noticeable, and
in less than an hour there were symptoms of collapse on several tables.

B. H. Lutton at Board 1 adopted McCutcheon’s variation of the French Defense, and varied to
some advantage from the sterotyped [sic; stereotyped] form. A pretty skirmish ensued, in which
Pillsbury contrived to win the exchange, although at the cost of a pawn. After a stubborn struggle
Lutton secured to himself an almost certain draw, when the champion committed an egregious
error, causing his immediate resignation.

McCutcheon Against Pillsbury.

Board 2 was the scene of an interesting game. McCutcheon defending his own variation of the
French Defense. His position became somewhat ragged, and the champion finally scored.

At Board 3 the game early assumed a lively aspect. The opening, a Ruy Lopez, was not treated
properly by Napier, and after a series of exchanges he emerged with a precarious ending.
Pillsbury was enabled to win a pawn, but more exchanges resulted, rendering winning
impossible. A draw was agreed to in moves [sic; a few moves].

H. W. Temple declined a King’s Gambit at Board 4, the game drifting into an easy draw.

C. J. Wilson also declined a King’s Gambit, but got lost in the mazes of an intricate middle game
and finally succumbed to the inevitable.

A. G. [sic; D. S.] Agnew was confronted with a Vienna, wherein Pillsbury was assisted by a
palpable oversight. After a hopeless struggle the expert placed the game to his credit.

On Board 7 Koch and Niesen consulted against the single player, but a brisk attack on the Evans’
Gambit caused the allies to founder.

At Board 8 H. C. Evert set up a Philidor Defense. Pillsbury submitted to a strong attack, feeling
secure in his position. When he had a win well in sight a slip, of which prompt and pretty
advantage was taken, cost him the game.

Contests at Checkers.

On Boards 9 and 10 the expert played draughts with Jeremy and R. Patterson, respectively.
Several games were contested on each board the totals reading: Pillsbury, 1; Jeremy, 2; drawn, 1;
and Pillsbury, 2; Patterson, 0; drawn, 3. Thus in all the single player won eight games and lost
five. Appended is a table of results.

Board and Name. Opening. Result.
1-B. H. Lutton French 1
2—J. L. McCutcheon French 0
3—-W. E. Napier Ruy Lopez 3
4—H. W. Temple King's gambit dec. ¥
5—C. J. Wilson King's gambit dec. 0
6—A. G. Agnew Vienna 0
7—Koch and Niesen Evan's gambit 0
8—H. C. Evert Philidor 1
9—A. H. Jeremy Switcher *
10—R. Patterson Single corner *

*Draughts played on the boards.
Pittsburg Dispatch, 1900.11.27, p11
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Date: 1900.11.26

Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

(875)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 3)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Napier, WE
Opening: [C67] Spanish

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxed
5.d4 Nd6 6.Ba4 exd4 7.c3 Be7 8.cxd4 b5
9.Bc2 0-0 10.Nc3 Bf6 11.Nd5 Ne8
12.Nxf6+ Nxf6 13.Bgs Nb4 14.Be4 d5
15.Bbl Bg4 16.a3 Na6 17.Qd3 Bxf3
18.Bxf6 Be4 19.Bxd8 Bxd3 20.Bxd3 Rfxd8
21.Bxb5 Rd6 22.Bxa6 Rxa6 23.Racl Rc8
24 Rfel Kf8 25.Rc5 c6 26.Recl Re8
27.Kfl Re6 28.R1c3 Ke7 29.b4 Kd6 30.f3

Rb6 31.Kf2 Kd7 32.Ra5 Rb7 33.Rcc5 hé
34.05 cxb5 35.Rxd5+ Rd6 36.Rdxb5 Rxb5
37.Rxb5 Rxd4 38.Rb7+ Ke6 39.Rxa7
Rd2+ 40.Kg3 Ra2 41.h4 g6 42.h5 gxh5
43.Rab+ Kf5 44.Rxh6 Rxa3 45.Rxh5+
Kg6 46.Rc5 Ra2 47.Kh3 Rb2 48.g4 Ra2
49.f4 f6 50.Rc7 Ral 51.f5+ Kg5 52.Rg7+
Kf4 53.Rg6 Kf3 54.Kh2 Ra2+ %-%

Pittsburg Dispatch, 1900.11.27, p11

On November 28 [sic; 26], in the afternoon, the Champion played, simultaneously, eight games
of Chess and thirteen games of Checkers against the strongest players of the Pittsburg Chess
Club. Of the Chess games, he won 4, lost 2, and drew 2. Of the Checker games, he won eight. In
the evening, he played 10 games of Chess sans voir, not losing any. The Rev. H. W. Temple,

Washington, Pa., one of our solvers, drew his game.
Literary Digest, v21 n24, 15 December 1900, p757

Date: 1900.11.26 (876)
Site: USA Pittsburg, PA

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 4)

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Temple,HW

Opening: [C30] King’s Gambit Declined

led e5 2.f4 d6 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.Bb5 Nge7
5.Nc3 Bd7 6.d3 Nd4 7.Bxd7+ Qxd7 8.fxe5
Nxf3+ 9.Qxf3 dxe5 10.0-0 Nc6 11.Be3 Bd6
12.Nd5 0-0 13.Qg3 Kh8 14.Rf3 Nd4

Rf6 19.Nh5 Rg6 20.exf5 Qxf5 21.Rf1 Qd5
22.Rff3 Re8 23.Ng3 Bxg3 24.Rhxg3 Rxg3
25.0xg3 Re2 26.Rf2 Rel+ 27.Rfl Re2
28.Rf2 Y2-Y2

15.Bxd4 exd4 16.Qh4 5 17.Rh3 h6 18.Nf4

Literary Digest, v21 n24, 15 December 1900, p757

The attendance in the evening to witness Pillsbury’s blindfold performance was much larger than
that in the afternoon. Taking his seat at one end of the room, with his back to the opposing team,
the expert announced his moves on all the boards and the play began. Simultaneously with the
chess, Pillsbury took a hand in a game of duplicate whist. In no instance did he falter, his
wonderful memory serving him with absolute accuracy, and as the game matured it only became
more apparent how prodigious was the feat. Without sight of the boards and men he played finer
chess than in the afternoon, when his eyes were open.

The first game finished was on board 3, where E. J. Napier achieved a pretty draw after having
lost a piece in the opening.

L. A. Johns, at board 10, next gave way before a powerful attack, Pillsbury winding up the game
with a beautiful coup. The allies at board 5 made a sturdy resistance, but were eventually forced
to tip the king in token of resignation. In the meantime it transpired that the whist team of which
the champion was a member had scored a handsome victory. At a late hour only four games of
chess were finished, of which Pillsbury had won three and drawn one. He had, however, simple
wins in prospect on many other boards. Following is a table of the play:

Board and Name. Opening. Result.
1—Shauer and Broude Ruy Lopez *
2—Chalfant and Montgomery Vienna 0
3—E. J. Napier Falkbeer counter s
4—Hesse and Evert Evans' gambit *
5—Rhinehart and Johnson Vienna 0
6—Murdoch and Rarter Algaier [sic; Allgaier] Kieser. *
7—Stevens and Short Ruy Lopez *
8—C. S. Wilmarth Bishop's gambit *
9—Van Norman and Spencer Max Lange *
10—L. A. Johns Vienna 0
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*Unfinished at 1 o'clock.
Pittsburg Dispatch, 1900.11.27, p11

Some 40 years ago, come November 26, H. N. Pillsbury, the greatest chess, checker, whist and
billiard genius that ever lived, appeared at Pittsburgh, Pa., to oppose 10 opponents at chess, 8
strong checker players (blindfold chess and checkers), and simultaneously play a hand of whist.

The mental marvel won eight and drew two of the chess games; won six, lost one and drew one
at checkers, while he partnered in a winning hand at whist.

Anton Y. Hesse of Washington had the distinction of drawing one of the two games
compromised by Pillsbury. “Tony” might have won his game, so say several commentators. But
the fierce Evans attack induced him to accept the proffered draw. Not every one can tie a

“champ,” doncha know. Here is the game, play by play.
Washington Sunday Star, 1940.11.17, Section B, p13

Date: 1900.11.26 (877)
Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 4)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Hesse,AY + Evert,HC

Opening: [C51] Evans

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.b4 Bxb4
5.c3 Bc5 6.0-0 d6 7.d4 exd4 8.cxd4 Bb6
9.Nc3 Nge7 10.Ng5 0-0 11.Qh5 h6 12.Nxf7
Rxf7 13.Bxf7+ Kh7 14.Bg5 Qf8 15.Nd5
Nxd5 16.exd5 Nxd4 17.Rael Bf5 18.Be7
g6 19.Bxf8 gxh5 20.Be7 Bd3 21.Bh4 Bxfl
22 . Kxfl Nf5 23.Bg3 Nxg3+ 24.hxg3 Rf8

25.Re7 Kg7 26.Bxh5+ Kf6 27.Re6+ Kg5
28.Bf3 Rf5 29.Re8 Re5 30.Rb8 Ba5 31.Be2
Rxd5 32.Rxb7 Bb6 33.Rb8 Rd2 34.f4+
Kf6 35.94 Rxa2 36.g3 a5 37.Rg8 Ral+
38.Kg2 d5 39.Bd3 Kf7 40.Rh8 Ra2+
41.Kh3 Bgl 42.95 hxg5 43.Rh7+ Kf6
44.fxg5+ Kxg5 45.Rg7+ Kf6 46.RXC7 Y2-%

Washington Sunday Star, 1940.11.17, Section B, p13 (omits Evert)

Last Monday Champion Pillsbury filled a double engagement at the Pittsburg Chess Club, where
he gave a simultaneous performance on ten boards, followed in the evening by a blindfold
exhibition combined with whist playing. In the former he was defeated at chess by Messrs. B. H.
Lutton and H. C. Evert and drew with W. E. Napier and H. W. Temple. One of the four he won
from was J. L. McCutcheon. At two of the boards he played checkers with A. H. Jeremy and
R. Patterson, the first named winning 2, losing 1 and drawing 1, while the latter lost 2 and drew
3. At night, though blindfolded, he appeared in much better shape. He was opposed by seventeen
players at ten boards and at the same time took a hand in a game of duplicate whist. At a late
hour he had finished four games, winning three and drawing one with E. J. Napier, brother of the

young Brooklyn player. Most of the remainder, however, stood in his favor.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.11.30, p16

Date: 1900.11.26 (878)
Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 10)

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Johns,LA

Opening: [C25] Vienna

1.e4 €5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.h4
g4 6.Ng5 Nh6 7.Bc4 Ne5 8.Bb3 f6 9.d4
Ng6 10.h5 fxg5 11.hxg6 hxg6 12.e5 Bg7

16.Nf6+ Bxf6 17.exf6+ Kf8 18.Bd2 a5
19.0-0-0 Qc7 20.Rhel Bf5 21.Bxa5 f3
22.Qe3 Qf4 23.Qxf4 gxf4 24.Bbd+ 1-0

13.Nd5 d6 14.Qe2 dxe5 15.dxe5 c6
Pittsburg Dispatch, 1900.11.27, p11

1900.11.27 Tue: Pittsburg, PA
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes after lam
e Afternoon: Simultaneous
10 games: 6 chess [+5=0-1], 4 checkers [+1=3-0]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
11 games: 8 chess [+7=0-0~1], 2 checkers, 1 whist

The two days’ engagement at Harry N. Pillsbury, the great chess player, was brought to a close
in this city last night. And it was both a brilliant and a successful engagement. His feats seem
almost supernatural to the ordinary player, who finds it difficult to play even one game well, and
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that with the board and men before his eyes. As a spectacle it is unique, and it is small wonder
that the department of psychology of Columbia College found in Pillsbury’s powers certain
phenomena worthy of investigation.

For the concluding day of Pillsbury’s visit to the Pittsburg Chess Club it had been intended that
he would play some single games against the stronger players of the club, but this plan was
dismissed in favor of another simultaneous performance. At 2:30 o’clock play was begun on
seven tables—six of chess and one of draughts. On the boards 1, 2 and 6, where he was opposed
by D. G [sic; S]. Agnew, J. A. Atwood and Jeremy, respectively, Pillsbury played with his
accustomed accuracy, finally winning all three games by an accumulation of small advantages.

On board 3 J. D [sic; L]. McCutcheon again essayed his variation of the French defense, and,
playing more skillfully than on the previous occasion, secured to himself a winning position. At
the critical moment, however, he failed to select the proper continuation, whereupon the
champion retrieved his position and eventually scored the game.

A. Y. Hesse at board 4 was outplayed in the opening, as a result of which his position soon
became untenable.

The chief interest centered on board 5, where B. H. Lutton defended with a French defense. After
a middle game full of interesting possibilities the local player slowly improved his position.
Pillsbury was finally forced to capitulate.

Lutton’s Fine Record.

It is interesting to note that Lutton has won the last five games contested with the champion.
With C. Lawson, draughts champion of Rhode Island, Pillsbury played four games, winning one
and drawing the remainder. Appended is a table of play:

Round. Opening. Result.
1 D. G. Agnew Irregular 0
2 J. A. Atwood Irregular 0
3 J. D [sic]. McCutcheon French defense 0
4 A. Y. Hesse Ruy Lopez 0
5 B. H. Lutton French defense 1
6 Jeremy Philidor defense 0
7 C. Lawson *

*Draughts played on this board.
Pittsburg Dispatch, 1900.11.28, p11

[...] Two series of games were played by him yesterday at the rooms of the Pittsburgh Chess
club on Smithfield street, one in the afternoon and one in the evening.

In the evening the more interesting of the two contests took place. In this Pillsbury played eight
games of chess, two games of checkers and held a hand in a game of duplicate whist all at once.
At the same time he sat with his back to all the chess and checker boards, seeing nothing of the
boards or moves, and making his own moves after he had been merely told of the move made by
the last player. In each case he was able to remember all the positions of all the men on all the
boards without seeing any of them.

The results of these games follows

Board Opponent. Opening. Result.

1 McGill and Lamb Ruy Lopez Lost

2 Broude and Stein Vienna Lost

3 Wilson and Rankin K.'s Gam. Dec. Draw

4 Montgomery and Arter Giucco Piano Lost

5 C. W. Shauer Vienna Lost

0 J. J. Miller K.'s Gam. Dec. Lost

7 E. G. Steinert Ruy Lopez Lost

8 Dr. Davis Vienna Unfinished

In the checker games the players were William Gillespie and R. W. Patterson. The three playing
with Pillsbury in the duplicate whist game were Edward J. Larkin of St. Paul, Paul G. Brown of
Chicago and I. S. Crawford of Pittsburgh.

The afternoon contest consisted of six chess games and one contest of four games of checkers. In
the last named the feature of the afternoon developed. Pillsbury showed unexpected strength in
checkers, defeating his opponent, C. Lawson of Somerville, Mass., in one game and tying the
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other three. Lawson is a famous checker player, having been at one time champion of
Massachusetts.

In the chess contests of the afternoon Pillsbury was defeated only once, and that once by the man
who has defeated him five times, three last year and two this. He is B. H. Lutton. Below is the

afternoon’s play:

Board. pponent.

Agnew

. Atwood

. McCutcheon
Jesse [sic;
Lutton
Jeremy

Hesse]

o U W N

)
D
J.
J.
A
B
A

TP O0n

Opening. Result.
Irregular Lost
Irregular Lost
French defense Lost
Ruy Lopez Lost
French defense Won
Philidor defense Lost

Pittsburg Post, 1900.11.28, p3

Date: 1900.11.27

(879)

Site: USA Pittsburg, PA (Pittsburg Chess Club)
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 5)

White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Lutton,BH
Opening: [C12] French

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Bb4 5.e5
h6 6.exf6 hxg5 7.fxg7 Rg8 8.h4 gxh4
9.Qh5 Qf6 10.Qxh4 Qxg7 11.Nge2 Nc6
12.0-0-0 Be7 13.Qh7 Bd7 14.Nb5 Rc8
15.Nf4 a6 16.Qxg7 Rxg7 17.Rh8+ Bf8
18.Nh5 Rg6 19.Nc3 Rh6 20.Rxh6 Bxh6+
21.Kb1 Ke7 22.g4 Rg8 23.Be2 b5 24.f4 16
25.Bf3 b4 26.Ne2 Nd8 27.Rh1 Rh8 28.Nc1
c6 29.Nd3 a5 30.Nc5 Nf7 31.Rel Bc8

32.Nb3 a4 33.Nc5 a3 34.Nd3 Bd7 35.Nxb4
Ra8 36.Nd3 Nd6 37.Kcl Be8 38.bxa3
Bxh5 39.gxh5 Nc4 40.Bg4 e5 41.dxe5 fxeb
42.Kdl e4 43.Ne5 Nxa3 44.Ke2 Nxc2
45.Rbl Bxf4 46.Ng6+ Kf6 47.Nxf4 Kg5
48.Rb2 Kxf4 49.Rxc2 Kxg4 50.h6 d4
51.Rxc6 Rxa2+ 52.Kdl Kf3 53.h7 Rh2
54.Rc7 d3 55.Rf7+ Ke3 56.Kcl Rhil+
57.Kb2 d2 58.Rd7 Rxh7 0-1

Pittsburg Dispatch, 1900.11.28, p11

1900.11.28 Wed: Pittsburg, PA
e Morning: Left for Wheeling, VA

H. N. Pillsbury, the noted chess expert, last night finished his engagement in this city and will

leave to-day.
Pittsburg Post, 1900.11.28, p3

1900.11.28 Wed: Wheeling, WV (Odd Fellows'
e Morning: Arrived from Pittsburg, PA

hall)

e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous (boards: 7 chess, 2 checker)
26 games: 21 chess [+20=1-0], 5 checkers [+3=0-2]

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (boards: 12 chess, 3 checker)
32 games: 24 chess [+24=0-0], 8 checkers [+3=4-1] {Intelligencer}
34 games: 26 chess [+26=0-0], 8 checkers [+3=4-1] {Inter Ocean}

e Evening: Left for Cincinnati

The coming of the chess champion and checker expert, Harry N. Pillsbury, of Brooklyn, to
Wheeling next Wednesday afternoon, is being awaited with the greatest interest by the Wheeling
and over the river checker and chess enthusiasts. Pillsbury, it is said, wants to take on twenty

players simultaneously.
Wheeling Daily Intelligencer, 1900.11.26, p2

Lovers of chess and checkers were given a treat yesterday afternoon and evening at Odd
Fellows’ hall, by Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, the recognized champion and master of chess of the United
States, in an exhibition of blindfolded simultaneous playing.

Mr. Pillsbury arrived in the city yesterday morning from Pittsburgh, where he played on
Tuesday. He was brough [sic; brought] to this city and played under the auspices of the
Wheeling chess clubs, including the Woodsdale, Island and Wheeling clubs.

During the afternoon Mr. Pillsbury defeated Professor C. E. Githens, of Wellsburg; J. W. Ewing,
Judge T. J. Hugus, Rev. C. B. Austin, A. W. Paull and J. C. Percy, of Wheeling, three games
each. Irwin Paull succeeded in making a draw and losing two games.
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At checkers, Mr. George A. Kaiser, the local expert, succeeded in winning two of three games,
while William Detweiler lost two. The games were played with Mr. Pillsbury facing the wall.

The evening exhibition was very interesting, Mr. Pillsbury playing against Sam Mathews [sic;
Matthews], James W. Ewing, David McKeown, Professor C. E. Githens, J. C. Percy, Irwin Paull,
H. P. McCrea, of Parkersburg; Arthur Hugus, John J. Cavenaugh [sic; Cavanaugh], A. W. Paull,
Fred W. Colmar and Dr. F. J. LeMoyne Hupp, at chess, winning two games from each of the
players, while the checker players were George A. Kaiser, William Detweiler, of Wheeling, and
W. E. Danford, of Bellaire, who were more successful. Kaiser drew two and lost one. Detweiler
drew one and lost two, while Danford drew one and won one. Mr. Workman, of Bellaire, played
with Mr. Danford

The marvelous memory of Mr. Pillsbury was tested during several plays made by Wheeling
players in calling wrong plays, and each time, sitting with his back to the board, he corrected the
local men to the amazement of the onlookers. He also called the positions of the chess men on
the board of an unfinished game, as well as an unfinished game of checkers. [...]

Mr. Pillsbury, who will contest in the international match at Vienna, in March, representing the
United States, left over the Baltimore & Ohio last night for Cincinnati, where he plays tonight.

Mr. Pillsbury, before leaving the city, in an interview with an Intelligencer man, stated that the

Wheeling players had improved wonderfully in playing since his visit here last year.
Wheeling Daily Intelligencer, 1900.11.29, p5

At H. N. Pillsbury’s blindfold exhibition of chess and checkers at Wheeling, W. Va., G. A.
Kaiser drew two and lost one; W. Detweiler drew one and lost two, while Danford and
Workman, in consultation drew one and won one. Total checkers, 8 games, total chess,

26 games; grand total, 34 games, blindfolded. Pillsbury won all the chess games.
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean,1900.12.23, p25

1900.11.29 Thu: Cincinnati, OH
e Morning: Arrived from Wheeling, WV

The Queen City Chess Club will entertain in its rooms, at No. 33 East Twelfth street, on Friday
evening H. M [sic; NJ. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America. Mr. Pillsbury will play
a combination game with a number of members as his apponents [sic; opponents], and will then
play the game blindfolded.

Cincinnati Enquirer, 1900.11.28, p12

Mr. Pillsbury [...] left over the Baltimore & Ohio last night for Cincinnati, where he plays

tonight.
Wheeling Daily Intelligencer, 1900.11.29, p5

The American chess champion, H. N. Pillsbury, arrived in the city yesterday from Wheeling,

W.Va.[...]
Cincinnati Enquirer, 1900.11.30, p10

1900.11.30 Fri: Cincinnati, OH

e Afternoon: Simultaneous
12 games: 12 chess [+12=0-0]

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
17 games: 17 chess [+17=0-0]

The American chess champion, H. N. Pillsbury [...] will give an exhibition this afternoon and
evening at the quarters of the Queen City Chess Club, in Germania Hall, Twelfth and Walnut
streets. Mr. Pillsbury is making a tour of the country. This afternoon he will play several games
simultaneously against all comers, and this evening he will play blindfolded against 16 of the
best players of the Queen City Club. The latter claims to have some excellent chess players, and

the result will be eagerly watched by enthusiasts of the game.
Cincinnati Enquirer, 1900.11.30, p10

A marvelous feat was performed last night by Harry N. Pillsbury, the international chess expert,
when he played and won 17 games of chess all at the same time without even seeing either
players or chess boards. Pillsbury for the past two days has been the guest of the Cincinnati
Chess Club, which has its headquarters at Germania Hall. Yesterday afternoon and evening
Pillsbury exhibited his unparalleled ability as a master of the squares and pawns. In the afternoon
he met 12 of the best players of the club blindfolded [sic; simultaneously] and won every game.
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In the evening came the supreme test of his ability. Arranged about two long tables sat 17 crack
chess players with the boards and pieces in front of them. Pillsbury, who constantly smokes a
cigar, sat near the front window gazing nonchalantly at the passing street cars. Mr. Kameron [sic;
Kammeron], the master of ceremonies, advanced from table to table calling out the moves.
Without a second’s delay Pillsbury called out the return move, never losing a point. To show the
marvelous degree of skill he has reached Pillsbury at one time refused to accept the referee’s
anouncement [sic; announcement], claiming it was incorrect, which proved to be the case. The
feat of playing 17 games blindfolded is the record in this city and Pillsbury is the idol of local

devotees of the game.
Cincinnati Enquirer, 1900.12.01, p8

December, 1900

1900.12.01 Sat: Lexington, KY

e Morning: arrived in Lexington

e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
12 games: 12 chess [+9=0-0~3]

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
14 games: 14 chess

Mr. Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America, arrived in Lexington yesterday
morning and in the afternoon played an exhibition game at the Elks’ Club. A large crowd was
present. Mr. Pillsbury played blindfolded against twelve of the best players of the Blue Grass,
playing the twelve games at the same time. His work was marvelous, and many times during the
afternoon he caught his opponent unawares. One instance of his ability to reserve impressions of
the plays was shown when one player started to make a move. Mr. Pillsbury interposed, saying
the position was occupied. The player had made a mistake and put a piece down wrong.
Mr. Pillsbury, to prove that he was right, rapidly stated just what pieces were on the board at that
time, although the game had been in progress for three hours.

One by one the players surrendered to the superb generalship of Mr. Pillsbury, and as night drew
near but three players remained. It was decided to cease, in order to allow preparations for the
evening exhibition. Doctor Trapp, J. W. Ballard, of Winchester, and J. C. Pate, of Versailles,
were the remaining players, but it was conceded that Mr. Pillsbury had the advantage and would
have won had the games continued.

Those who participated were: Board 1, Mr. Ben Williams, of Versailles; 2, Doctor Thomas, of
Versalilles; 3, Colonel John R. Allen; 4, Doctor Waltz; 5, Wallace Shelby; 6, Mr. Strausman, of
Mt. Sterling; 7, J. W. Ballard, of Winchester; 8, C. D. Graves, of Woodford county; 9, Doctor
Trapp; 10, J. C. Pate, of Versailles; 11, J. O. Rogers, of Versailles; 12, Doctor Parker, of
Versailles.

The clubroom was crowded for the fourteen night games, and many society ladies were present.
Mr. O. D. Randolph was the first to score against Mr. Pillsbury. Later Mr. L. B. Field [sic;
Fields], on the forty-first move, won over the champion. The games were played slowly, and
midnight had arrived and gone before the tables began to lose their players. Gradually the local
men dropped off, and at 2 o’clock only two or three were pitting themselves against the wonder.
The late hour caused a number of draws.

The following persons played: Board 1, Mrs. Showalter, of Georgetown; 2, Mr. A. W. McRery,
of Frankfort; 3, C. L [sic; M]. Manning; 4, L. B. Field; 5, Henry Loevenhart; 6, J. W. Ballard,
Winchester; 7, S. A. Charles; 8, John Flood; 9, W. L. Searles; 10, W. T. Walby; 11, O. D.
Randolph; 12, Doctor Wiley; 13, Doctor Trapp; 14, Rev. Mr. Caswall.

Lexington Morning Herald, 1900.12.02, p4

1900.12.02 Sun: Lexington, KY
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes after 2am

[...] at 2 o’clock only two or three were pitting themselves against the wonder. The late hour

caused a number of draws.
Lexington Morning Herald, 1900.12.02, p4

1900.12: Louisville, KY
¢ Sheduled to appear in Louisville
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[...] would visit Pittsburg, Pa.; Wheeling, W. Va.; Cincinnati, O., and Louisville, Ky.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900.11.23, p16

1900.12.03 Mon: Pittsburg, PA (Allegheny Chess and Checker Club)
e Sheduled to appear in Pittsburg
e 4 games: checkers with Jeremy [+1=1-2]

Harry Pillsbury will be in Pittsburg Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 3 and 4. The gentleman will
offer chess, checker and whist entertainment at the Allegheny Chess and Checker association

rooms, 306 Smithfield street.
Moline Daily Dispatch, 1900.12.05, p3

Pittsburg Chronicle-Telegraph: During Harry Pillsbury’s recent visit to Pittsburg four games of
checkers were played with Mr. Alf. Jeremy with the following result: Jeremy 2, Pillsbury 1,

drawn 1.
Moline Daily Dispatch, 1900.12.18, p3

1900.12.04 Tue: Pittsburg, PA (Allegheny Chess and Checker Club)
e Sheduled to appear in Pittsburg

Harry Pillsbury will be in Pittsburg Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 3 and 4. The gentleman will
offer chess, checker and whist entertainment at the Allegheny Chess and Checker association

rooms, 306 Smithfield street.
Moline Daily Dispatch, 1900.12.05, p3

The following game may be from this time period.

One of the games, chess and draughts simultaneously, while also taking a hand at duplicate

whist, in one of Pillsbury’s recent performances in America. Pillsbury’s move.
Maitland Daily Mercury, 1901.02.09, p6

Site: USA (880)
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous
Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

White: NN

Opening: [128] Defiance

1.11-15 23-19 2.9-14 27-23 3.8-11 22-18 13.14-17 21x14 14.10x26 31x22 15.8-11
4.15x22 25x9 5.5x14 29-25 6.6-9 25-22 30-25 16.7-10 23-18 17.3-7 18-15 18.11x18
7.9-13 32-27 8.11-15 24-20 9.15x24 28x19 22x6 19.2x9 19-15 20.13-17 25-21 21.17-22
10.4-8 22-18 11.1-5 18x9 12.5x14 26-22 15-11 22.7x16 20x11 ¥5-%

Maitland Daily Mercury, 1901.02.09, p6

1900.12.05 Wed: Cleveland, OH (YMCA)

e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
8 games: 8 chess [+7=1-0]

e Evening: Simultaneous (boards: 23 chess, 3 checker¥*)
23 games: 23 chess [+21=2-0]

*checkers: several games, winning half, drawing half, not a single loss

H. N. Pillsbury, the American chess champion, will give one of his wonderful exhibitions of
chess in the rooms of the Cleveland Chess club in the Y. M. C. A. building this afternoon and
evening.

In the afternoon he will play twelve games blindfolded and simultaneously against the city’s best
players. In the evening he will play about thirty games of chess and checkers simultaneously

against all comers.
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 1900.12.05, p10

H. N. Pillsbury, the chess champion of the United States, gave a marvelous exhibition at the
Young Men’s Christian Association yesterday afternoon and evening, under the auspices of the
Cleveland Chess Club of the Y. M. C. A. In the afternoon he played eight games blindfolded,
winning seven and drawing one. In the evening he played twenty-three games of chess
simultaneously with the best players in the club, winning twenty-one and drawing two. Mr.
Pillsbury also played several games of checkers with three contestants, winning about half of the
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games and drawing the other half. In the entire exhibition he did not lose a single game of either

chess or checkers.
Cleveland Leader, 1900.12.06, p6

The following account published in the Cleveland Plain Dealer reads as if the evening session
was a blindfold performance, however if that were the case then it would have been a record
setting event. | believe the afternoon performance was the blindfold session and the evening
performance was the regular simultaneous, per the Cleveland Leader. The account given by the
Elyria Republican only helps to confuse the issue.

H. N. Pillsbury, champion chess and checker player of the United States, gave a marvellous
exhibition of his powers before the members of the Cleveland Chess club of the Y. M. C. A. in
their rooms yesterday afternoon and last evening.

All of the games of chess were played blindfolded by Pillsbury. There were about twenty tables
played at the night exhibition and the different players at the tables asked that he call the location
as near as possible of the pieces on the board in front of them. He tried six boards and he called
the exact location of every piece without a mistake.

The play was against the city’s best players and a large number of interested men gathered in the
rooms in the evening to witness the play. Mr. Pillsbury seated himself in one corner apart from
the other players. The plays of different tables were called to him and he played them out in his
mind, and generally won. Of the twenty-three games which were played in the evening he won
twenty-one, one was a draw and one was unfinished. Eight games were played in the afternoon
and he won seven, drawing one. Of all the checker games played he was victorious or secured a

draw, not a single loss being registered against him.
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 1900.12.06, p4

J. C. Sheffield, the local chess champion, accompanied by Dr. Henry Sheffield, went to
Cleveland Wednesday night for a brush with Champion Pillsbury at the Y. M. C. A. in a
simultaneous match of 16 boards. In the evening, Pillsbury won 15 and drew 1. Mr. Sheffield
was the last to succumb, finishing his game after four hours play.

Dr. Sheffield was next to his father in this respect, resigning about ten minutes before the latter.
Elyria Republican, 1900.12.06, p8

Contested during H. N. Pillsbury's simultaneous exhibition at the Cleveland Y. M. C. A,
December 5, 1900.

Black, Mr. Vair; white, Mr. Pillsbury.
White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p103 (column dated 1901.04.04)

Date: 1900.12.05 (881)
Site: USA Cleveland, OH

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 2)

Black: Vair,LJ

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [112] Switcher

1.11-15 21-17 2.9-13 25-21 3.8-11 17-14
4.10x17 21x14 5.6-10 22-17 6.13x22 26x17
7.15-18 24-20 8.2-6 29-25 9.10-15 25-21
10.18-22 14-10 11.7x14 17x10 12.22-25
21-17 13.25-29 28-24 14.5-9 17-13 15.9-14
24-19 16.15x24 32-28 17.6x15 28x10
18.14-17 13-9 19.17-21 9-6 20.29-25 31-26
21.11-15 6-2 22.25-29 20-16 23.12x19
23x16 24.15-19 16-12 25.29-25 2-6 26.4-8

6-9 27.8-11 9-14 28.11-16 27-23 29.19-24
14-18 30.16-20 23-19 31.24-27 26-22
32.27-31 19-16 33.31-27 16-11 34.25-29
11-7 35.20-24 7-2 36.24-28 22-17 37.29-25
10-7 38.3x10 2-7 39.28-32 7x14 40.27-23
18x27 41.32x23 12-8 42.25-22 17-13
43.22-26 14-17 44.23-27 30x23 45.27x18
8-3 46.18-15 17-22 47.15-10 3-8 48.1-6
Yo-Ya

White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, p103 (column dated 1901.04.04)

Played on “Board No. 2” at H. N. Pillsbury's blindfold and simultaneous chess and checker
exhibition in the Y. M. C. A. Chess Club, Cleveland, O., December 5, 1900.

Black, Mr. Pillsbury; white, Mr. Vair.

White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p106 (column dated 1901.04.11)
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Date: 1900.12.05
Site: USA Cleveland, OH

(882)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous (Board 2)

Black: Pillsbury,HN
White: Vair,LJ
Opening: [040] Double Corner

1.9-14 22-18 2.5-9 25-22 3.12-16 24-20
4.10-15 27-24 5.15-19 24x15 6.16-19 23x16
7.14x23 26x19 8.11x25 29x22 9.8-12 32-27
10.4-8 22-18 11.6-10 30-26 12.8-11 19-15
13.10x19 27-24 14.19-23 26x19 15.1-6
19-15 16.12x19 15x8 17.3x12 24x15
18.7-10 21-17 19.10x19 17-14 20.9-13 14-9

21.19-23 9-5 22.13-17 5-1 23.6-10 1-5
24.17-22 5-9 25.23-26 28-24 26.26-30 24-19
27.10-14 18-15 28.14-17 15-10 29.17-21
10-6 30.30-25 20-16 31.25-30 16-11
32.21-25 6-1 33.30-26 1-6 34.26-23 19-15
35.23-19 15-10 36.19-15 11-8 37.25-30 8-4
38.22-25 4-8 39.25-29 9-13 ¥2-Y2

White Collection Scrapbook, Pittsburg Weekly Dispatch, v4, p106 (column dated 1901.04.11)

The world’s championships remain to be won by Americans from foreigners. One of them is the
chess championship of the world, and the young man who intends to win that and probably will,
was here last Wednesday, says the Cleveland Leader, and spent his twenty-eighth birthday by
playing eight and then twenty-three simultaneous blindfold games of chess. He is Harry Nelson
Pillsbury of Philadelphia.

Athletic and other world’s championships have been won by Americans, but this side of the
ocean has never had a world’s champion chess player. To the enthusiasts of the chess world and
also to a great many others, the chess championship is regarded as the proudest title a man can
strive for, because it means that the holder has the finest mental equipment of its kind in the
world. Mr. Pillsbury is a most unassuming young man. He talked to a reporter Wednesday night
about his plans, and to hear him it seemed hard to realize that he was better known in Europe
than in his own country, for the number of chess enthusiasts on that continent is much greater
than here. Mr. Pillsbury has startled the chess world, and is now the most interesting figure in it.

“I am not in any hurry to play for the championship of the world,” he said, “because
I don’t want to make the attempt to win that until I am sure that I am at my best.
Before | play for the championship of the world | want to devote at least six months
to practice and study for it. During that six months | want to give my whole time to it
and not have to think about anything else. When | go into the match | want to be
satisfied that | am just as good a chess player as | can make myself, and | cannot
prepare myself for the match with less than six months of steady study. It means a
good deal to give up everything else for that length of time to study for a single
match, and | am not in a position to do it yet.

“This is my third season on tour, and while the practice I get in playing blindfolded
and simultaneous games is good, it is a different kind of practice from what I need
for a championship match. This work | am doing now is memory exercise, and what
it takes for a great game of chess with a great master is brilliancy, new moves, and a
thorough mastery of the game.

“Lasker and Tarrasch, the present and former champions, will play me whenever |
am ready, they have said. They are both great masters of the game, perhaps the finest
the world ever saw. Emanuel Lasker is one of the most famous mathematicians of
Europe, and he will probably soon retire from the professional chess field to become
a professor of mathematics, and plays a very scientific, exact, mathematical game of
chess. His chess is more correct than mine. Dr. Siegbert Tarrasch is also a German,
being a prominent physician.

“The game of chess has been making remarkable strides of late, especially in this
country. It seems as though there were twice as many chess clubs now as there were
ten years ago, and the clubs are larger and better organized, as well as better
equipped. Another change is the increasing number of fine players, who are
comparatively young men. Of the twelve greatest chess players in the world there are
only about three who are over forty years old. It used to be thought that it took a life
time to master the game to the extent that made a man capable of attaining national
importance. It is impossible to tell when there will be another world’s championship
game; none has yet been arranged. The championships are usually for $2,500 a side,
but it is the glory that the players are after, and there would be just as much interest if
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there was no money stake at all. Chess is not a gambling game, and it is not often
that there is any money stake involved. Players find sufficient excitement in the
game itself.

“After I have won the championship of the world, if I am so fortunate as to do so, I
expect to retire from the professional field, and stop giving these exhibitions. | am
studying law all the time, and | expect to be admitted to the bar, and will practice
after | have retired from chess playing. | took up chess as a money-making venture,
and have made it pay very well. My tours have been profitable, and each season |
have done better. | used to be a newspaper advertising man, and | have followed a
number of other occupations. | was working in a store at the time | came before the
public as a chess player in 1892. | thought that | could make more money at chess
than by working in a store, so | resigned my place to become a professional chess
player in 1893. | can depend on winning enough games in the European tournament
to make my expenses, and | go to all of them because, besides paying me, it brings
me into contact with the great chess players, and that is worth something. During the
season | play from ten to twenty or more simultaneous games almost every day. Of
course it is hard work for me, but no harder, I suppose, than mental work is for other
mental laborers. | like touring, and am glad to see the progress that chess is making
in popularity all over the country.”

As to Mr. Pillsbury’s chances for winning the world’s championship, it is interesting to know
that he has met all the great chess players of the world and there are but two who are entitled to
be classed with him. They are Lasker and Tarrasch. He met both of these masters in the
European tournaments, and made scores that were equal to the best that either of them did. This
makes it seem probable that he has a good chance to win, because he is still a young man, and
may reasonably be supposed to be improving more rapidly in the game than either of them.

Mr. Pillsbury was born in Somerville, near Boston, and passed the early part of his life there and in
Boston. He recently went to Philadelphia to make his home, and now registers as coming from
there. His appearance is a little odd, but he would not attract attention anywhere by his looks. His
head is rather narrow and very high, the forehead being very narrow and high. He is slender and
smokes a good deal especially when he is playing. It is his wonderful memory that enables him to
play twenty or more games of chess at once, without seeing any of the boards on which the games
are played. He remembers the position of each man on each board, and can call it off at will.

A short time ago he was invited to allow certain tests to be made with him by Columbia
university, New York city. At that institution, when students are admitted, elaborate tests of the
mental facilities are made. One of the tests is to ascertain the speed with which the person under
the test can transmit an impulse from his mind to his hand, that is, how quickly he can make a
motion after his mind directs it. This test is made by having a man who is concealed behind a
screen, strike a sounding blow with a hammer. The subject is told to touch a key, like that of a
telegraph instrument, as soon as he hears the sound. The time that elapses between the blow and
the touching of the key by the subject, is accurately measured. In Mr. Pillsbury’s case it was
found that he was quicker than any subject ever examined. He showed similar superiority in
other tests. One of them was a perception and memory test, a series of numbers being passed
rapidly behind a hole through a screen. Pillsbury could catch and repeat more of the numbers
than any one else who had ever been tested.

He is a single man, and spends most of his time in traveling about the country, giving exhibitions
at chess, and studying law in his spare time as he travels. He is the first American chess player to
achieve sufficient international importance to be regarded as a possible world’s champion. His
family is American for almost three hundred years back, being one of the oldest families in New
England.

Lincoln Nebraska State Journal, 1900.12.16, p9

1900.12.06 Thu: Toronto, ON, Canada (City Athletic Club)
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous begins
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes
16 games: 12 chess [+11=1-0], 3 checkers [+2=0-1], 1 whist (unfinished)

H. M [sic; N]. Pillsbury of Brooklyn, the wonderful wizard of the chess-board, gave an exhibition
of his wonderful powers at the City Athletic Club yesterday afternoon and evening. He played
eight [sic; twelve] games of chess, three of checkers and took a hand at whist simultaneously
without looking at the boards, relying altogether upon his almost supernatural memorizing powers
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for results. His opponents at chess were Messrs. Boultbee, ex-champion of Canada, Muntz,
Saunders, champion Toronto Chess Club, McKinnon of Grimsby, Mcintyre of Niagara,
Snellgrove, Dr. Watson, H. Cameron, Blaikie, Woodland, Wylie [sic; Lyall] and Amsden, and at
checkers Messrs. R. Dissette, Moore and Wylie. He scored victories in all the chess games
excepting that with Muntz, which resulted in a draw. At checkers Mr. Dissette, who has few equals
at the game in the country, defeated the expert handily, the other matches resulting in wins for
Pillsbury. In the whist match Pillsbury, with W. Morrison as his partner, played Messrs.
Richardson and Coleman. The game was not finished. The following list of words was given
Pillsbury to memorize:—Represent, sufficient, exempt, condition, recur, render, mean, function,
affect, event, defend, enough, obvious, material, relate, tendency, production, occasion, infer,
entity, indication, comparative, express, effective, intrusive, aspect, presume, making, elicit, define,
idea, generic, explain, respect, consent. He repeated them all some time afterwards, with only one

slip. Large crowds witnessed his exhibition both afternoon and evening.
Toronto Globe, 1900.12.07, p10 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

Those who were fortunate enough to visit the City Athletic Club and witness the exhibitions of
play in chess, checkers, and whist by P. J. [sic; H. N.] Pillsbury, America’s chess champion, saw
some marvellous feats of memory. Mr. Pillsbury played simultaneously twelve games of chess,
three games of checkers, a game of “compass” whist, and indulged in conversation with the
spectators concerning the points of the games. The games were started in the afternoon, and
continued in the evening. Of all the contests Mr. Pillsbury only lost one, a game of checkers,
with Mr. “Dick” Dissette.

Mr. Pillsbury sits in the middle of the room and engages in the whist game. He alternately directs
the moves on the chess and checker tables, calling out the move on each separate board, after his
opponent has called his move. During this he engages in ordinary conversation.

The following gentlemen played the chess games:—Messrs. Amsden, Lyall, Woodland, Blaikie,
Cameron, Snellgrove, Boultbee, Muntz, Saunders, McKinnon, Mclintyre, and Dr. Watson. The
checker players were Dick Dissette, Mr. Moore, champion of Toronto, and Mr. Wylie.

During one of the games of checkers the board was disturbed and the positions changed.
Mr. Pillsbury discovered the mistake. He went back to the start, and called over each move of his
opponent and himself up to the time of the mistake, and then won out.

A list of thirty-five difficult names and words was read over once to him, and he repeated the list
with one mistake. He will be at the City Athletic Club this afternoon and evening, and again on
Saturday.

Toronto Mail and Empire, 1900.12.07, p8

1900.12.07 Fri: Toronto, ON, Canada (City Athletic Club)
e Afternoon: Simultaneous begins

e Evening: Simultaneous concludes

16? games: 14? chess [+9=2-0~3], ? checkers [+?=2-7]

Yesterday afternoon and evening the rooms were filled with players and spectators, and a
number of ladies graced the exhibition with their presence. The players at chess in the evening
were Messrs. Bealey and Mclintyre, who secured draws, and Mrs. Smith, Messrs. Saunders,

Eddis, Shenstone, Snellgrove, Nemo, Woods, Klingner and Brodie, who lost their games.
Toronto Globe, 1900.12.08, p30 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

Mr. Pillsbury continued his exhibitions in chess and checkers at the City Athletic Club yesterday
afternoon and evening. He played several games of chess and checkers simultaneously, and
succeeded in winning all the chess games. Two of the checker games ended in a draw, and three
of the chess games were unfinished. Judge McKinnon and J. W. Beynon, Q.C., of Brampton, and

Mr. Corbould, of Orillia, took part in the games.
Toronto Mail and Empire, 1900.12.08, p8

1900.12.08 Sat: Toronto, ON, Canada (City Athletic Club)
e Afternoon: Scheduled Blindfold Simultaneous

This afternoon and evening Mr. Pillsbury will play while blindfolded twelve games of chess and

four of checkers, also taking part in a duplicate whist game with a team of eight players.
Toronto Mail and Empire, 1900.12.08, p8
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1900.12.11 Mon: Seneca Falls, NY
e Morning: Stated to have come from Seneca Falls

Harry N. Pillsbury the champion chess player arrived this noon from Seneca Falls [...]
Ithaca Daily News, 1900.12.11, p7

1900.12.11 Tue: Ithaca, NY (Barnes hall)
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
15 games: 15 chess [+12=2-1]
e Evening: Simultaneous
28 games: 24 chess [+23=1-0], 4 checkers [+4=0-0]

Tickets for the Pillsbury chess exhibition are now on sale, and may be obtained of F. S. Story,
210 Haven street. The admission fee is 25 cents. An additional fee of 25 cents will be charged of
all persons playing with the champion. The exhibition will be held in Barnes hall Tuesday,

December 11th, afternoon and evening.
Ithaca Daily News, 1900.12.01, p2

Harry N. Pillsbury the champion chess player arrived this noon from Seneca Falls and is

registered at the Clinton. He began playing Barnes hall at 2:30 o’clock this afternoon.
Ithaca Daily News, 1900.12.11, p7

Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess champion, gave exhibitions in Barnes hall yesterday afternoon and
evening.

In the afternoon he played blindfolded against fifteen boards. Of these he lost one to the Rev. Dr.
Young of Alaska, who is in the city with his family, and drew two, one to Storey *02 and one to
Karpinski ’02. In the evening after a short preliminary exhibition of blindfolded play, the
champion played against 29 boards of chess and 3 boards of checkers. He lost no games, but

drew one at chess, with Rand ’03, and two at checkers with Ithaca players.
Ithaca Daily News, 1900.12.12, p7

The exhibitions of simultaneous and blindfold chess and checkers, given by Champion Harry N.
Pillsbury in Barnes hall Tuesday, proved interesting and successful. In the afternoon fifteen
games were played blindfold. Only a few games were completed, and at the close the others were
adjudicated. The Rev. Mr. Young of Ithaca was declared the winner of his game, and L. C.
Karpinski, 01, and F. S. Storey, *02, were credited with drawn games.

In the evening the champion played simultaneously at 28 boards, four of which were occupied by
checker games, besides giving a short exhibition of blindfold play. All of his opponents
succumbed except C. L. Rand, *04, who succeeded in obtaining a draw.

Members of the psychological staff of the University were present and tabulated some interesting

data relative to the time required by Mr. Pillsbury in making his moves in the blindfold play.
Ithaca Cornell Daily Sun, 1900.12.13, p1

Mr. Pillsbury played fifteen games of chess blindfold simultaneously at Ithaca Tuesday night
before the Cornell Chess club. He won twelve, drew two and lost one. L. C. Karpinski got a
draw.

Pillsbury believes that his success in this remarkable blindfold work is due to systematic training,
and he is quite willing to give the method adopted.

To play a game of chess without seeing board or man it is necessary that each move made and
the change it produces in the position of the forces be memorized. Unless this is done no
combination can be planned with any degree of accuracy. The task seems a laborious one, for the
struggle often lasts for sixty or more moves, but the character of the game is such as to facilitate
the work. The game shows a chain of thought closely linked together; each move is more or less
the sequence of some previous play or initiates a subsequent combination. Thus to play a game
from memory—while more difficult than contesting it with the aid of the board—is not so
difficult as it is generally supposed to be. Playing more than one game blindfold is different. The
memorizing assumes gigantic proportions, and besides that another requirement is essential. The
player must possess the ability to concentrate his mind on one game at a time, temporarily
dismissing all others. No matter how many games he contests but one must be before him, the
one requiring immediate attention, and the complications on the other boards must not interfere
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with the combinations in that particular game. As soon as he makes his move he must take up the
next board, dismissing the former until its turn comes again.

Blindfold play is by no means a novelty. Philidor (1726-1795) successfully contested three
games; Morphy played eight games, and other exponents of the game have further increased the
number, but never has anything been attempted that equals the magnitude of Pillsbury’s
performances. He can take a hand of duplicate whist, discuss various topics, and plays eight to
twelve games of chess and two to six games of checkers at the same time. He has established a
new record by contesting twenty games against skillful opponents.

How He Does It.

Pillsbury relates that at the start blindfold play was a difficult task for him. He contested but one
game, yet he did not always obtain clear impressions. He observed, however, that at critical
stages he was more at home than in positions where the play was smooth, somewhat on the
routine order.

The champion made up his mind to devote particular attention to positions, which otherwise
would leave but imperfect impressions, if the move was not an important one, he attached
importance to it. He would compare it with similar plays made in important contests, or would
view it in connection with subsequent possibilities in the field of combinations. It required will
power and a stern effort, for the desire to play quickly was a tempting one. Adhering to this
method he soon succeeded in playing one game blindfold accurately and without much effort.
Pillsbury further states, having mastered one game, he had but little difficulty in gradually
increasing the number, but similarity of positions in the early stages threatened to cause mix-ups.
He gave considerable thought to the matter, and finally succeeded in surmounting the difficulty
by means of a rather simple device. Instead of selecting opening moves at random, he made them
in a systematic way. On every fourth board he would adopt a queen’s pawn opening, followed by
Ruy Lopez, Vienna, etc., plays. The key, of course, would be changed at every seance, but it
works admirably. Every game obtains its individuality, for if a move on board 9, for instance, is
given, he knows it is a Ruy Lopez or a Vienna, etc., position. He further prevents two or more
consecutive games from developing on similar lines. This arrangement wonderfully aided his
efforts and he is surprised that no other exponent of blindfold play ever adopted it.

Could Do More But Won’t.

Continuous practice, of course, perfected his play, his memory became more sensitized, and he
got to know just what effort was needed in each instance to make the impression a clear one.
Pillsbury states that twenty games would hardly be the limit, though he does not intend to further
increase the number. It would require much time, and be apt to tire opponents and spectators as
well as himself.

But recently he took up the 30-word memory feat. They are selected by the audience, called but
once, and he gives them in the same or reverse order. At present he is working on a more
difficult proposition. He is to remember the fifty-two cards of a thoroughly shuffled whist deck.

Pillsbury, when asked whether such difficult performances act disturbingly on his sleep,
answered:

“Chess players frequently complain of insomnia. If after a seance | would
immediately go to bed quite likely I would suffer in the same way. I, however, made
it a practice to relieve my mind with some light reading, a game of patience or whist,
dismissing all the game | contested. | can recall them days after, but they will not

force themselves upon my mind when not wanted. Thus | enjoy sound sleep.”
Syracuse Evening Herald,1900.12.14, p18

1900.12.12 Wed: Utica, NY
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (YMCA)
14 games: 12 chess [+10=2-0], 2 checkers [+1=1-0]

Henry N. Pillsbury, champion chess and checker player, was in Utica yesterday and gave a
remarkable exhibition of his ability and skill in that line of sport. The exhibition given in the
gymnasium at the Y. M. C. A. last night was very successful and those who saw the affair were
greatly impressed with the fine work Mr. Pillsbury was able to do as a result of possessing an
almost phenomenal memory. Fourteen local enthusiasts played against Mr. Pillsbury, but they
had the decided advantage over the champion in that they watched the moves while Pillsbury
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never looked at any of the boards during the evening. With his back turned to the tables he
played twelve games of chess and two games of checkers, and did not lose one, although two
were declared draws.

The exhibition was conducted under the auspices of the Y. M. C. A. Chess and Checker Club,
and play began at 7:30 o’clock. The tables were arranged in a circle and Mr. Pillsbury sat
throughout the night with his back turned and called his moves, the pieces being placed for both
by the player at the board. At the first checker table sat Charles N. Gaffney; at the second, A. M.
Dickinson. At the chess tables the players were as follows: No. 1, A. T. White; No. 2, W. H.
Portt; No. 3, D. F. Searle, Rome; No. 4, Lamont Thomson; No. 5, N. Weber; No. 6, E. P.
Walerson; No. 7, B. D. Foster; No. 8, H. D. Rushmer; No. 9, C. E. Watson, Clinton; No. 10,
Randolph Guckemus; No. 11, William E. Hopkins; No. 12, P. Weber.

The games opened by Mr. Pillsbury telling his opponents to make a certain move. He then began
with table No. 1 and went the rounds, allowing his opponents to make their moves and
responding with moves of his own. Mr. Pillsbury was able at any time to name the position of
each piece on any of the boards of his opponents. This came out incidentally. On several
occasions when he called his move his opponent would say, “But you can’t do that.” The replay
would come, “You have so and so on such a square and this one here and that one there. | can
move as | said.” And a careful study of the board would show that he had it exactly in mind,
better so than the men who could see it. Only once was he found in error. The first moves of the
games were rapid and the pieces changed positions quickly, but after a time, when the play
became more intricate, both parties took more time for their plays and the contest was long
drawn out. Toward midnight it became plain that the champion was to have little difficulty in
winning at least the greater number of games, but it was not until 1:15 o’clock that they were
finished. Mr. Gaffney made a draw at checkers. Mr. Dickinson resigned. There were two draws
at chess, Mr. Pillsbury winning against ten of his opponents. The two who drew were tables Nos.
4 and 7, played by Mr. Thomson and Mrs. Foster. Questioned as to the outcome of the games
after it was all over, Mr. Pillsbury said that the only table really in doubt was that played by
Mr. Thomson, but that on account of the lateness of the hour he was content to call No. 7 a draw
also.

Mr. Pillsbury ranks high among the chess players of the world and is the acknowledged
champion of the United States and never has finished lower than second. Once he won the
championship of the world and on the succeeding year finished in second place. He was been at
this present occupation of playing a number of games simultaneously since 1894 and has made a
record that has never been approached. He has played as many as twenty games at once time and

played a wonderful game at those odds.
Utica Herald Dispatch, 1900.12.13, p3

Harry N. Pillsbury played twelve men at chess and two at checkers simultaneously blindfold at
Utica Wednesday night. He won both checker games and won ten and drew two at chess. The
players were:

Checkers—Charles N. Gaffney and A. M. Dickinson.

Chess—No. 1 A. T. White; No. 2, W. H. Portt; No. 3, D. F. Searle of Rome; No. 4, Demont [sic;
Lamont] Thomson (draw); No. 5, N. Weber; No. 6, E. P. Walerson; No. 7, B. D. Foster (draw);
No. 8, H. D. Rushmer; No. 9, C. E. Watson of Clinton; No. 10, Randolph Guckemus; No. 11,

William E. Hopkins; No. 12, P. Weber.
Syracuse Evening Herald,1900.12.14, p18

1900.12.13 Thu: Utica, NY
¢ Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes 1:15am

Toward midnight it became plain that the champion was to have little difficulty in winning at

least the greater number of games, but it was not until 1:15 o’clock that they were finished.
Utica Herald Dispatch, 1900.12.13, p3

1900.12.13 Thu: Meriden, CT (Winthrop hotel)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous begins
16 games: 12 chess [+11=0-1], 4 checkers [+3=1-0]

Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess and checker player of America, gave an exhibition of his
mastery of the great games at the Winthrop hotel last night. Many of the chess and checker
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experts of Meriden, and some from New Britain, Middletown and Southington were present, and
every one pronounced Pillsbury a wonder.

Pillsbury played against sixteen players simultaneously without once looking at the tables. His
back was turned and he dictated his moves, and his opponent in turn announced his own moves.

Twelve of these players were at chess; the other four at checkers. Every one of the chess games
Pillsbury won except one, that of Frank Yokel. Pillsbury made a false move after the tenth or
eleventh round, and resigned the game to Mr. Yokel. Of the checkers he won three and the
fourth, with Mr. Martin of Southington, had to be declared a draw.

Pillsbury during the progress of the games knew the location of every piece on every one of the
sixteen tables. At midnight, after playing around the tables as many as twenty-five times,
Pillsbury without having seen any of the tables since four hours previous, told the situation of
every piece of chess on any table. His faculty of remembering was marvelous, and even the most
expert player present could not offer any explanation.

Every player except Pillsbury kept a written account of the moves made between Pillsbury and
himself. Once one of the players had misunderstood the champion, and moved the wrong piece.
On the next round the mistake was discovered and Pillsbury, to make matters straight, repeated
every move made by himself and opponent since the beginning.

The chess players were:

Table No. 1-M. T. Marchard, Meriden.
Table No. 2—Middlemas, New Britain.

Table No. 3—Kirkham, New Britain.

Table No. 4—H. O. Winslow, Meriden.

Table No. 5—Frank Yokel, Meriden.

Table No. 6—M. O. Edson, Meriden.

Table No. 7-Dr. E. W. Smith, Meriden.
Table No. 8—A. J. Betteridge, Meriden.
Table No. 9—J. L. Rutherford, Meriden.
Table No. 10—George M. Lucas, Meriden.
Table No. 11-Dr. E. T. Bradstreet, Meriden.
Table No. 12—Rev. A. T. Randall, Meriden.

The checker players were:

Table No. 1-William H. Seery, Meriden.
Table No. 2—Joseph Lightfoot, Meriden.
Table No. 3-Mr. Martin, Southington.
Table No. 4-W. R. Welsh, Meriden.

The playing began shortly after 8 o’clock. The tables were formed in a three sided square. On
entering the room with hardly a glance at the tables, Pillsbury called attention to a few misplaced
pieces on the chess tables. The champion sat a few feet from the opening square, with his back
toward the players. As the game went on, the play became more and more interesting and
intricate for his opponents and at midnight, though the games were not over, many of the players
were glad of an opportunity to rest.

All the players were still in the game at 12 o’clock excepting Mr. Yokel, but most of them had
been placed as [sic; at] a disadvantage by the expert playing of the champion.

After luncheon until nearly 1:30 o’clock this morning, he played the eleven chess players to a
standstill.

In checkers the champion did not have such an easy time. He played a draw with Mr. Martin and
defeated Messrs. Lightfoot, Welsh and Seery. Mr. Lightfoot, it was the opinion of the spectators,
had the champion beaten, but made one move which changed the result. In a practice game later
Mr. Lightfoot won. In practice games Mr. Martin and Mr. Welsh also played draws.

Pillsbury is an unassuming individual and makes friends easily. He afterwards showed the
Meridenites many points in the two games. During the playing he was smoking almost
constantly and paid no attention to anybody or anything else than the game. The exhibition will
undoubteably [sic; undoubtedly] prove a big boom for the game of chess in this vicinity. Many
people who knew little of the game became fascinated with it last evening and it is not unlikely
that a chess and checker club may be formed in Meriden, as a result. The affair was undertaken
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by George M. Lucas of this city, and the local players who witnessed the games feel
considerably indebted to him.

Among the spectators were: Mr. and Mrs. George M. Curtis, Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Rockwell, A. B.
Squire, Dr. O. Wesley Johnston, Dr. G. H. Wilson, Judge J. P. Platt, Christian Silver, Dr. E. A.
Wilson, Franklin T. Ives, F. A. Dean, Robert Hirschfeld, Albert Hirschfeld, Walter Hubbard,

George H. Wilcox.
Meriden Morning Record,1900.12.14, p1

1900.12.14 Fri: Meriden, CT (Winthrop hotel)
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes nearly 1:30am
e Predawn: Practice Games

3 games: 3 checkers [+0=2-1]

After luncheon until nearly 1:30 o’clock this morning, he played the eleven chess players to a

standstill.
Meriden Morning Record,1900.12.14, p1

1900.12 Mon: Pittsburg, PA

e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
8 games: 8 checkers [+5=3-2]

e Evening: Simultaneous (13 boards)
24 games: 24 checkers [+14=8-2]

No firm date for this visit has been confirmed. Pillsbury was in Detroit on December 19th
making it most likely that Pillsbury had stopped in Pittsburg sometime between his Meriden and
Detroit performances. A confirming report from a Pittsburg source is desired.

Pittsburg, Pa., Dec. 20.—Harry N. Pillsbury, the chess champion of the United States, displayed
his wonderful ability as a checker player to a crowd of local enthusiasts yesterday at the
headquarters of the Pittsburg Chess and Whist Club. In the afternoon Pillsbury, while
blindfolded, played against eight strong local men, winning five, losing two and drawing three
games. Thirteen local players were opponents for the champion in the evening, when he played
the games simultaneously, although not blindfolded. He lost only 2 of 24 games, winning 14 and
8 being drawn.

The work of Pillsbury was truly remarkable. In the afternoon he sat smoking a cigar with his
back turned to the eight checker boards, and an announcer gave out the moves made by the men
playing against the champion. Then Pillsbury would immediately state the moves he would
make. He never got a chance to look at one of the boards from the time the games began until
they were finished. But this did not bother him in the least, and he would generally give out his
moves the instant the announcements were made of what his opponents had done. The tables
were numbered from one to eight, and Pillsbury kept in his mind from beginning to end the
positions of the checkers on each of the boards just from having his moves given out by the

announcer.
Buffalo Express, 1900.12.20, p11

1900.12.19 Wed: Detroit, MI
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous begins
14 games: 14 chess [+13=1-0]

Harry N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of America, will play sixteen games of chess
simultaneously, blindfolded, in conjunction with duplicate or “team of four” whist, at the Light
Infantry hall, Detroit, Wednesday evening. Some of the members of the Walkerville Chess club

will go over to see the “Wizard of Chess.”
Windsor Evening Record, 1900.12.17, p8

Harry N. Pillsbury, chess wizard, gave an exhibition of his powers at the Light Infantry armory,
Detroit, last night, before an audience of enthusiasts. He played 14 games of chess in order,
keeping his back turned to all the players and calling his reply moves with promptness. In one
case he recalled from memory the last 15 moves on board No. 10, when a discussion arose as to
what plays had been made, and he proved to the satisfaction of all that he was correct in the view
which he held. The exhibition was given under the auspices of the Detroit Chess club, and C. E.
Sheriff, one of the members, acted as caller, announcing the moves of the players to Pillsbury
and repeating his drections [sic; directions] to them. After playing about three hours blindfolded,
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during which time he succeeded in completely swamping several of the players, in order to save
time he resorted to the regular mode of play, passing rapidly from one board to another.
Gradually the players began to drop out, resigning their boards, until there were but three or four
men left. Then the contest became interesting, the ambition of the players being to secure if
possible a draw. C. R. Duncombe, who manipulated board 3, was the only lucky man, Mr.
Pillsbury agreeing to a draw, on account of the evenness of the game. The others fought the

games out, only to be beaten, the last man succumbing to the wizard’s powers about 12.45.
Windsor Evening Record, 1900.12.20, p4

Detroit, Mich., Dec. 23.—Chess Expert Pillsbury paid his second visit to Detroit last Friday [sic;
Wednesday] night as the guest of the Michigan Chess club. During the blindfold portion of his
exhibition, he called the moves upon his opponents much more rapidly and with fully as great
precision. In fact, he made but two errors during the entire evening.

Fourteen games were played in all, participated in by 16 players. He allowed but one draw—that
to C. R. Duncan [sic; Duncombe], who had played a very clever game and at midnight desired to
withdraw, though honors were almost even. As a reward for his masterly defense, he was
accorded a draw. There was but one mate, J. G. Davis being the victim. All the others resigned.

Mr. Pillsbury reclined in an easy chair smoking a cigar, and called the first moves of each of the
games. His feats of memorization were certainly remarkable. Shortly after play had been opened
he suddenly announced that boards 1 and 14 were identical. An examination proved the accuracy
of his statement. A little later when he announced one of his moves, the referee informed him he
had made a mistake. Thereupon he called every move which had been made in the game up to
the point of the dispute. It was then discovered that he had misunderstood the number of the
board. Perhaps the most remarkable of all, was his performance after one of the games was
closed, of replacing the pieces to a certain point in the game and showing his opponent how it
should have been played by him.

Grand Rapids Herald, 1900.12.24, p2

1900.12.20 Thu: Detroit, MI
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes 12:45am

The others fought the games out, only to be beaten, the last man succumbing to the wizard’s

powers about 12.45.
Windsor Evening Record, 1900.12.20, p4

1900.12.25: Chicago, IL
e Morning: Left for Indianapolis

Harry N. Pillsbury [...] coming from Chicago.
Indianapolis News, 1900.12.26, p2

1900.12.26 Wed: Indianapolis, IN
e Morning: Arrived from Chicago
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous (YMCA parlors)
14 games: 12 chess [+8=2-2], 2 checkers [+1=1-0]
e Evening: Simultaneous
25 games: 25 chess [+25=0-1]

Harry N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of the United States, arrived in Indianapolis this
morning coming from Chicago. He is engaged in giving a series of exhibitions of blindfold and
simultaneous chess play in the principal cities of the United States, and will go to the Pacific
coast before returning to his home in Philadelphia.

Mr. Pillsbury is the youngest champion the world has ever seen. He is not twenty-eight years old,
and has been prominently before the public as a chess player for eleven years, and for the last
five years has been recognized as the strongest player in the United States.

His ability is not the result of accident and is due almost wholly to study. In blindfold
simultaneous play he has had no equal in the world. He talked entertainingly to-day concerning
that style of play. Mr. Pillsbury is now engaged in trying to find out why he is able to do what no
other man has ever done—that is, to remember the positions of the chess men on twenty different
boards and be able to tell almost instantly the position occupied by every man at any stage of the
game, and, if necessary, call from memory the situation on every board. He knows that he can do
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this, but does not know how he does it, and the study of himself along that line has been most
interesting.

This was suggested to him after giving a series of exhibitions and tests at Cornell and Columbia
universities. He was considered a psychological marvel. At his suggestion the students in the
department of phsychology [sic; psychology] at Cornell have recently prepared a list of 150
questions bearing on his play, and the mental processes involved, and Mr. Pillsbury is now trying
to answer those questions. This has complicated his work, for now in addition to recalling the
plays in his blindfold games he is analyzing the mental process involved in each play.

In discussing that phase of his skill to-day Mr. Pillsbury said it would probably require six
months to answer all the questions submitted. He had gone into the psychological feature
sufficiently to know that he did not depend on a mental picture in recalling the positions of the
chess men when engaged in his blindfold play, as he could instantly tell the exact location of
every piece.

He is rather of the opinion that his memory has been so drilled that of its own accord it picks out
and stores away certain impressions of each board while the games are in progress, and when a
certain board is called, these stored up impressions of that board flash before him instantly. He
does not have the mental picture of the board before him, but these recalled guides or
impressions give him the clew to the situation.

Mr. Pillsbury said that to recall a mental picture of each board whenever a play was made would
require entirely too much time, and he was sure he did not do it. He required about five hours to
play sixteen simultaneous blindfold games at his style, while the only two European players who
ever attempted blindfold play took sixteen hours in which to complete the exhibition. They
depended each time, however, on making a mental picture of each board before calling off a
play. One feature of his play, in marked contrast to that of other famous chess players, is the
speed with which he makes his moves.

This afternoon, in the Y. M. C. A. parlors, Mr. Pillsbury engaged sixteen players in a blindfold
exhibition. Seated in one room were the players and spectators, with the boards in front of them.
In another room, out of sight of the boards and of the players, was the champion. Just before the
play began he sat down, lighted a cigar, and, after a few minutes study, called for the first board.
After a play had been made on board No. 1, the game began on board No. 2, and continued until
the sixteen games were started. With scarcely a minute’s delay, Mr. Pillsbury called his plays,
and with no apparent effort carried the detail of every game in his mind, and knew at every stage
the positions of all the men on the boards.

To-night Mr. Pillsbury will give another exhibition, playing from twenty-five to thirty

simultaneous games.
Indianapolis News, 1900.12.26, p2

Seated at a long row of tables, 12 sober, silent and very earnest men who thought they knew a
little about chess playing, lined up at the Y. M. C. A., Wednesday, at 2 p.m., against Harry
Nelson Pillsbury, the champion chess player of the United States. At the end of the row two
more enthusiasts, whose talents ran to checkers, sat down to show their skill. On one side of the
line, about half way up, the chess prodigy sat down in a hard chair, with his back to the players,
and gazed at the blackboard in front of him. He rocked back and forth on his chair, and
apparently had no concern about what was going on around him. But it soon became evident to
the players that his sharp, quick orders to move here and there had a deeper meaning than they
could fathom. The 14 games were played simultaneously, the squares on the checkerboard being
numbered. One by one, the chess players gave up the ghost, but two stuck it out until 8:30 p.m.,
when they compromised with Mr. Pillsbury, in order to give the new party a chance to play.

Mr. Pillsbury took no time for lunch, but began the second series of games at once. Two checker
games and 13 games of chess were started. Mr. Pillsbury played “open,” walking rapidly up and
down the row, puffing nervously at a cigar, and making one or moves on each board. Compared
with the afternoon series, this was “easy picking,” and before 11 p.m., the last player had thrown
up the sponge.

In the afternoon games. C. B. Cooper, of Columbus, and H. C. Brown, of Anderson, won, and
Rev. F. S [sic; O]. Ballard, of Indianapolis, and Dr. McClain, of Marion, played a draw game.
Mr. Brown has been champion of the state, and is the only man who beat Lasker in simultaneous
games.
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Mr. Pillsbury plays very rapidly and good naturedly. He has been a professional since 1893, and
has been giving chess tournaments regularly for three years. He spends his summers in Europe
and tours this country in winter. He says he finds much better players in Europe, because chess is
an old game and naturally we find the most skilled player in the older countries. Speaking of his
remarkable feats in playing, Mr. Pillsbury said:

“No, I do not have a mental picture of each board or game. | have been asked a great
many questions by eastern faculties about my mental processes in playing, and some
of them | have not yet answered to my own satisfaction. | cannot tell exactly how |
doit.”

Among the prominent chess players in the evening’s play were: R. W. Furnas, Fred C. Victor,
Mr. Blair, Prof. Wm. H. Bass, G. W. Brown, M. C. Heaton, Mr. C. Schrader, Dr. F. O. Ballard,
Dr. Bedford, Luther Poe, Wm. D. Allison, Mr. Hammonds and Mr. Fatout.

Pillsbury played 41 games and lost only two of them.
Indianapolis Sun, 1900.12.27, p8

The chess tourney, yesterday, at the Y. M. C. A. building, at which Harry Nelson Pillsbury was
the chief attraction, was a more interesting event to the chess players of the city and State than
has taken place here for some time. It was also an event in which those who knew not the first
principles of the fascinating game took much interest. The remarkable feats of memory shown by
Mr. Pillsbury was the chief point of interest, and second was his skill at play. He is the champion
player in the United States and is second in the list of world’s champions. He is quite young,
appearing not more than twenty-five, and is very slender. The profile of his head brings to mind
the advertising cut of the “long-headed man” in general use several years ago. His eyes are dark
brown, of a dreamy, far-seeing appearance. They are very bright and indicate, at times, the
delight which he takes in the game of chess. He talks in a very low voice and while at the board
with no opponent, seeming unconsciously, moves the pieces about with a running comment upon
the possible and the best plays, referring to games played during the day, and games played
weeks, months and even years ago.

Yesterday he went to the Association rooms at 2 p.m. and did not leave them until after
11 o’clock, and then he did not even seem anxious to get away to lunch, evidently preferring,
after that length of time, without a bite to eat, to sit there and talk reminiscently and illustrate
plays to a small group standing about him. He was subjected to a great number of curious
questions, calling off plays made in noted tourneys. Many of the questions were direct and
relative to his requirement, which, he said, he did not understand, except that when he saw a play
he made a mental impression in his mind of the positions of the pieces and was able at any future
time to call them again to mind. [...]

Yesterday afternoon he played simultaneously fourteen games—twelve of chess and two of
checkers. The games were what are called “blindfold.” Mr. Pillsbury was in one room and unable
to see any of the other players, whom he knew only by number. The pieces were placed on the
board and then the plays of his opponents were called off to him, the number of the board being
given, when he would with but little hesitation dictate the play. Following are the names of the
players opposing him:

1-C. B. Cooper, Columbus, Ind. Won.

2—Ewald Over, city Lost.
3—Rev. Dr. R. Lucas, city Lost.
4—J. W. Sansbury, Anderson Lost.

5-W. R. Ballard, city Lost.
6—Rev. F. 0. Ballard Drawn.
7-Dr. C. T. Bedford Lost.
8—H. C. Brown, Anderson Won.

9—Dr. McClain, Marion Drawn.
10—-Dr. C. L. Kissinger [sic; Kessinger], M'rtinsv'le Lost.
11-R. W. Furnas Lost.
12—M. C. Heaton, Knightstown Lost.
13—Checkers, Fred West Drawn.
14—Checkers, Professor Karslake Lost.

The record on the “blindfold” games is the playing of sixteen games at one time, taking sixteen
hours. The playing of these games, the largest number ever undertaken by Mr. Pillsbury, took
from 2:30 o’clock until 7:30 o’clock, at which time the players who had finished their games
earlier and new players came in for the games “over the board.” He declined to act upon the
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suggestion that he go out for dinner, and at once began the new series. There were twenty-five
boards placed about the rooms, and the champion walked up and down the room, glancing at the
plays made on each board and moving his own pieces as fast as his opponents would permit.
This play lasted until nearly 11 o’clock, and all were won by Mr. Pillsbury. There were no
records of these games kept except an individual record by some of the players. After the games
Mr. Pillsbury said he was able to recall every play made on the twenty-five boards, and several

tests showed the truth of his assertion.
Indianapolis Journal, 1900.12.27, p5

The exhibition of memory training and concentration of thought given by Harry N. Pillsbury,
champion chess player of the United States, in the Y. M. C. A. parlors yesterday afternoon, was
something the uninitiated could scarcely comprehend. To the half-hundred chess experts who
studied him throughout the six hours of play and carefully watched the boards over which twelve
silent battles were being fought, it was not only the most brilliant but the most studious series of
games they had ever seen played. As Mr. Pillsbury, without seeing either boards or players,
developed his line of action on some boards, carefully evading an impetuous attack and on others
leading a charge that carried some on the veteran chess players of the State off their feet,
enthusiasm succeeded interest and wonder followed enthusiasm, until both players and spectators
forgot their dinners, and everything else, except the marvelous exhibition they were seeing, and
which had they not seen with their own eyes they would scarcely have believed possible.

At the last moment two of the regular contestants decided they would rather watch the games
than play, and two others elected to play checkers instead of chess. He was therefore pitted
against twelve chess boards and two checker boards. As a matter of fact, Mr. Pillsbury really
played against thirty to thirty-five men, as each board was surrounded by two two [sic] or three
players, in addition to the regular players, and other chess experts moved from board to board,
assisting the players in mapping out their defense. Mr. Pillsbury won eight, drew two and lost
two of the chess games, and easily won both checker games. He sat with his back to the long row
of tables and facing a blackboard. During the entire six hours of play he looked neither to the
right nor left, but kept his eyes fixed on the board.

Occasionally he stroked his forehead or shaded his eyes with his hand. He smoked incessantly,
burning one cigar after another. His plays were called clearly and distinctly. Often his replies
came like a flash, and never did he take more than four minutes in studying his move. Not once
did he become confused or seem to lose track of the men on the different boards. Often he
anticipated plays and explained the situation on the different boards. He was as confident in his
replies, and apparently knew the positions of the men as well as though the different boards were
before him.

If there was any regular system to Mr. Pillsbury’s play it was not apparent to the spectators and
he did not depend on the rotation and number of plays on each board to assist his memory. After
the first five plays had been made on the fourteen boards in rotation the regular order was broken
and often a series of three or four plays was made. Where the situation had become such that
certain plays were bound to succeed each other they were run through rapidly. This was left to
the option of the players. Several times Mr. Pillsbury suggested that the plays be run out, calling
them off himself, but as soon as a problem presented itself he made his play and passed the board
for the next, leaving the player an opportunity to study the situation until the play again came
round to him.

The checker games were disposed of in short order. Professor Karslake fell into a trap and was
quickly wiped out. Fred West lasted somewhat longer, but he too, was reduced to a helpless
condition and threw up the sponge.

His Two Defeats.

At the chess boards were the strongest players in the State. Just half of the players were from
outside the city, and the visitors made a brilliant showing against the champion. At the first table
sat Cassius Cooper, of Columbus, who had the honor of defeating the champion. The latter early
in the contest, in changing from the checkerboard to the chess table, left an opening of which
Mr. Cooper promptly availed himself. Mr. Pillsbury almost instantly saw his error, and said later
that had he been able to devote his whole time to that board he could probably have extricated
himself. Several moves before any one except Mr. Cooper saw the end, Mr. Pillsbury realized
that he “was up against it,” and said it was a forlorn hope. He was the first to announce that he
was beaten. The lost game was a king’s bishop opening, but was characterized by brilliant
individual play by Mr. Cooper.
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H. C. Brown, of Anderson, who was confronted with a king’s bishop opening, also defeated the
champion, after having practically lost the game. This was the last contest to be decided.
Mr. Pillsbury made a determined attack and had Mr. Brown at his mercy when he made a
careless play, and when the contest was without two or three moves of completion, Mr. Brown
turned the tables and won by a scratch. Mr. Pillsbury, when he made his false move, had been
under a strain for six hours and was anxious to finish the contest, as the players for the evening
series had arrived and he wanted a few minutes’ rest before beginning his second exhibition.

The Rev. Frank O. Ballard, who secured a draw, faced an Allgaire Gambit. The play on this
board was brilliant throughout. Mr. Ballard said after the contest that he did not see how
Mr. Pillsbury could have played a stronger game if he had seen the board. To his mind it was a
perfect exhibition.

Dr. McClain, who also secured a draw, combated the Vienne [sic; Vienna] game and the fight on
this board continued until after 8 o’clock.

The plays and openings in the afternoon contest were as follows:

Cassius Cooper, Columbus, king's bishop opening Won

Ewald Over, city, French defense Lost
The Rev. D. R. Lucas, city, queen's gambit Lost
J. W. Sansbury, Anderson, king's gambit Lost
William R. Ballard, city, Petroff counter attack Lost
The Rev. Frank O. Ballard, city, Allgaire [sic; Allgaier] gambit Drew
Dr. C. T. Bedford, city, queen's gambit Lost
H. C. Brown, Anderson, king's bishop opening Won

Dr. McClain, Marion, Vienne [sic; Vienna] game Drew
Dr. Charles L [sic; A]. Kessinger, Martinsville, king's knight gambit Lost
R. W. Furnas, city, Kietseritzske [sic; Kieseritzky] gambit Lost
W. M. Heaton, Knightstown, Falkbeer counter gambit Lost

Mr. Pillsbury rested thirty minutes between the afternoon and evening play, and took a light
lunch. In the evening he played twenty-five games simultaneously across the boards. The players
were placed in a row, and the champion walked from table to table making his moves with great
rapidity. He completed the twenty-five games, winning them all in one hour and a half. Rarely
did he study a move for more than a minute, and in the majority of cases he carried two or three
moves in his head. Occasionally he was forced to do a little thinking on some of the boards, but
as soon as he outlined his system of attack it fell with irresistible force.

The evening session was prolonged until nearly midnight, as the evening play was followed by a

general discussion on chess.
Indianapolis News, 1900.12.27, p2

Harry N. Pillsbury arrived in the city Thursday afternoon from Indianapolis [...]. When a
Tribune representative asked the champion for the score of one of the games he was engaged in a
skittle checker game, but proceeded immediately, without quitting his game, to call off the

moves of the following partie faster than they could be recorded.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.12.30, p19

Date: 1900.12.26 (883)
Site: USA Indianapolis, IN

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: NN

Opening: [D55] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Be7 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bg5 Bxc8 19.Nxe7+ Qxe7 20.Qa8 Qc7 21.d5
0-0 6.e3 c6 7.Bd3 Na6 8.cxd5 exd5 9.Bxab Kg7 22.d6 Qd7 23.e4 Bb7 24.Qxa7 Qcb6
bxa6 10.0-0 Nh5 11.Bxe7 Qxe7 12.Ne5 g6 25.Qd4+ Nf6 26.Rd1 Bc8 27.e5 Nd7
13.Nxc6 Qd6 14.Nxd5 Re8 15.Qf3 Bb7 28.e6+ Nf6 29.d7 Bxd7 30.exd7 1-0

16.Racl Rac8 17.Nce7+ Rxe7 18.Rxc8+
Chicago Tribune, 1900.12.30, p19

Harry Nelson Pillsbury:

“Chess is a game which requires many every day qualities to play successfully—
qualities that would make a man succeed in any calling. Business men talk to me
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about chess dissipation, and say they have no time to play. But a man who would

dissipate in chess playing would certainly dissipate in anything else.”
Indianapolis Sun, 1900.12.29, p4

1900.12.27 Thu: Chicago, IL
e Afternoon: Arrived from Indianapolis

Champion Pillsbury will be in Chicago on his annual tour next Friday and Saturday. No definite
program has been arranged by the directors of the Chicago Chess and Checker club, but he will
most likely give one of his remarkable blindfold exhibitions as well as an over the board
performance. One afternoon may be devoted to a short lecture on openings, answering of
questions, etc. It has also been the custom of the University club, which has many expert chess
amateurs among its members, to give Mr. Pillsbury an evening’s engagement. On his last visit

several of them in consultation won a highly interesting game from the chess wizard.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.12.23, p19

Harry N. Pillsbury arrived in the city Thursday afternoon from Indianapolis [...]
Chicago Tribune, 1900.12.30, p19

1900.12.28 Fri: Chicago, IL

e Afternoon: Lecture (part 1)

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (Chicago Chess and Checker Club)
12 games: 12 checkers [+4=8-0]

Harry N. Pillsbury is now engaged on his annual tour, and will be the guest of the Chicago Chess
and Checker club, No. 79 Clark street, today and Saturday. This afternoon the chess wizard will
give a lecture on chess openings, and display one of his remarkable memory feats.

In the evening he will play twelve games of checkers simultaneously without sight of boards or
men. Saturday afternoon he will play chess and checkers over the board against as many players
as may be present with boards and men, while in the evening he will give a simultaneous
blindfold chess performance on sixteen boards.

During the two days’ visit the club will keep open house.
Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 1900.12.28, p8

Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America, and one of the strongest checker
players in the world, gave an exhibition of his skill at blindfold simultaneous checkers at the
Chicago Chess and Checker club last night, in which he met twelve opponents.

The games were the best ever witnessed in Chicago, and in almost every instance Pillsbury has
his opponent at his mercy. Several times he would stop during the game to explain the mistake
which his adversary had made in a certain move, which clearly demonstrated that he had a
thorough insight of the situation.

The twelve players who were the champion’s opponents last night were Messrs. Hefter, Welen,
Wendemuth, Banks, Howe, Lincoln, Slocum, Oleson [sic; Olson], Blaisdell, Roney [sic;
Rooney], Muhlbach [sic; Muhlbacher], and Wolf. Quite a number of spectators witnessed the
games. Most of the players have national reputations, and are said to be the best in the West.

During yesterday afternoon Pillsbury gave a lecture on chess and checkers, in which he

explained some of the methods he used in his successful performances.
Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 1900.12.29, p8

At 8 o’clock last night H. N. Pillsbury turned his back to twelve games of checkers at the rooms
of the Chicago Chess and Checker club, 79 Clark street, and began calling off his moves as
rapidly as if he was playing a single game. Without an error and without looking at the boards
and men play proceeded in this manner until every game was completed. At the first six boards
the champion took the move, while on the remaining six he played the white men. In the
remarkably short time of three hours the performance was completed and the chess and checkers
wonder emerged from the contest with flying colors, winning four games and drawing the others.
Considering the fact that Mr. Pillsbury was opposed by a strong team and that this is only the
second time he has played that number of games blindfold at checkers his performance was, as
Mr. Hefter, one of the great American checker players, remarked, next to marvelous.

The last performance of this kind in Chicago was by the late J. P. Reed, who played ten games
here several years ago. A participant in that exhibition remarked however, that Mr. Pillsbury’s
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play was more rapid and accurate throughout. The American chess champion may, after a little
more devotion to checkers, surprise some of the champions in this great game.

Last night’s summary follows:

Board, player, and result. Opening.
1. J. Howe, lost Fife
2. R. Muhlbacher, lost Whilter
3. G. H. Slocum, drew Double corner
4. C. Hefter, drew Defiance
5. N. Roney [sic; Rooney], lost Cross
6. E. C. Blaisdell, drew Bristol
7. D. E. Wolff [sic; Wolf], drew Single corner
8. C. Welen, drew Cross
9. F. R. Wendemuth, drew Second double
10. R. D. Banks, drew Single corner
11. J. H. Olson, drew Switcher
12. 0. H. Lincoln, lost Second double

This afternoon Mr. Pillsbury will give a simultaneous peripatetic chess and checkers exhibition
against as many opponents as will be present with boards and men. In the evening he will play

sixteen games of chess “sans voir.”
Chicago Tribune, 1900.12.29, p6

H. S [sic; NJ. Pillsbury’s remarkable exhibition of simultaneous blindfold checker playing at the
Chicago Chess and Checker club by far surpassed of playing checkers without sight of the
boards in the City of Chicago. He took his seat with his back turned to a team of twelve of the
strongest players obtainable for the occasion, lit a fresh cigar, and started the games by calling
his moves, in rapid succession, and in a comparatively short time those of the Chicago team, who
were not in a lost position seemed only too willing to cut for the draw at the first opportunity and
considered themselves quite lucky at that. There was one exception to this, however; at board
No. 7 Mr. Wolf was playing the black side of the single corner and had succeeded in building up
a strong game, and it was whispered about that he had a sure win. But as the game proceeded, at
the proper time Mr. Pillsbury quickly sacrificed a man, moved down the center, got into a
somewhat cramped position, and introduced a little kink which surprised Mr. Wolf and the
onlookers. The result was a drawn game, and the hopes of even one win for the Chicago team
quickly vanished.

During the evening’s play Mr. Pillsbury would answer questions and make remarks on the
different interesting variations of the games being played. In about three hours’ time the games
were all finished. Mr. Pillsbury receiving hearty applause. It was pronounced by all present one
of the most enjoyable scientific events in the history of the club.

Player. Result. Opening.

Home [sic; Howe] Lost Fife

Muhlback [sic; Muhlbacher] Lost Whitler [sic; Whilter]
Slocum Draw Double corner
Hefter Draw Defiance

Rooney Lost Cross

Blaisdell Draw Bristol

Wolf Draw Single corner
Welen Draw Cross

Wendemuth Draw 2d double corner
Banks Draw Single corner
Olson Draw Switcher

Lincoln Lost 2d double corner

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.06, p20

The following twelve games were played at one time by Mr. Pillsbury, who was blindfolded,

against twelve different opponents:
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Date: 1900.12.28 (884)
Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 1)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

White: Howe,J

Opening: [128] Fife

1.11-15 23-19 2.9-14 22-17 3.5-9 17-13 7.8-11 21-17 8.4-8 24-20 9.15-19 25-22
4.14-18 19-16 5.12x19 26-23 6.19x26 30x5 10.8-12 22-18 11.19-24 28x19 12.10-15
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19x10 13.7x21 27-23 14.3-7 32-27 15.7-10
31-26 16.10-15 18-14 17.21-25 29x22
18.6-9 13x6 19.2x25 27-24 20.25-30 26-22

21.30-25 23-19 22.25x18 19x10 23.11-15
1-0

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21 (ends 19.2x25)
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.06, p20 (gives Home)

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(885)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 2)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Muhlbacher,R
Opening: [000] Whilter

1.11-15 23-19 2.7-11 26-23 3.3-7 22-18
4.15x22 25x18 5.9-14 18x9 6.5x14 24-20
7.11-15 29-25 8.15x24 28x19 9.8-11 25-22
10.11-15 32-28 11.15x24 28x19 12.7-11
30-26 13.11-15 20-16 14.15x24 27x20

15.12x19 23x16 16.10-15 22-17 17.15-19
17x10 18.6x15 26-23 19.19x26 31x22
20.15-19 16-11 21.19-23 20-16 22.23-26
16-12 23.26-30 22-18 24.30-26 1-0

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(886)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 3)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Slocum,GH
Opening: [040] Double Corner

1.9-14 22-18 2.5-9 25-22 3.12-16 24-20
4.10-15 27-24 5.15-19 24x15 6.16-19 23x16
7.14x23 26x19 8.11x25 29x22 9.8-12 22-18

10.4-8 32-27 11.6-10 31-26 12.9-13 27-23
13.8-11 18-14 14.10x17 21x14 15.13-17

14-10 16.7x14 16x7 17.2x11 19-16 %2-%
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(887)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 4)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Hefter,C
Opening: [128] Defiance

1.11-15 23-19 2.9-14 27-23 3.8-11 22-18
4.15x22 25x9 5.5x14 29-25 6.11-15 25-22
7.4-8 22-17 8.15-18 32-27 9.18-22 19-15
10.10x19 17x10 11.6x15 23x16 12.12x19
26x17 13.2-6 17-14 14.1-5 21-17 15.6-9

31-26 16.9x18 26-23 17.19x26 30x14
18.15-18 17-13 19.8-11 13-9 20.18-23
27x18 21.7-10 14x7 22.5x23 7-2 23.23-27
24-19 24.27-31 28-24 25.3-8 24-20 26.8-12

2-7 27.31-27 7x16 28.27-23 19-15 Y2-Y%>
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.06, p20

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(888)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 5)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Rooney,N
Opening: [121] Cross

1.11-15 23-18 2.8-11 26-23 3.10-14 30-26
4.6-10 24-19 5.15x24 27x20 6.12-16 28-24
7.4-8 32-28 8.8-12 22-17 9.10-15 17x10
10.7x14 26-22 11.2-6 24-19 12.15x24 28x19

13.6-10 22-17 14.9-13 18x9 15.5x14 31-27
16.13x22 25x9 17.11-15 20x11 18.15x31
23-18 19.31-26 18-14 20.10x17 21x14

21.26-22 1-0
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(889)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 6)

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Blaisdell,EC
Opening: [140] Bristol
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1.11-16 22-17 2.8-11 25-22 3.4-8 24-19
4.16-20 29-25 5.11-16 17-14 6.9x18 23x14
7.16x23 27x18 8.10x17 21x14 9.8-11 31-27
10.6-9 26-23 11.1-6 30-26 12.11-16 28-24

Harry N. Pillsbury, 1900

13.7-10 14x7 14.3x10 18-14 15.10x17
22x13 16.9-14 25-21 17.14-18 23x14 18.6-9
13x6 19.2x18 21-17 20.18-22 26-23
21.22-26 17-13 22.26-31 13-9 Y2-%>

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(890)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 7)

Black: Wolf,DE
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [120] Single Corner

1.11-15 22-18 2.15%x22 25x18 3.12-16 29-25
4.16-20 18-14 5.9x18 23x14 6.10x17 21x14
7.8-11 24-19 8.4-8 27-23 9.8-12 26-22
10.6-10 30-26 11.10x17 22x13 12.2-6 32-27
13.6-10 25-21 14.11-16 26-22 15.10-14

31-26 16.5-9 13x6 17.1x10 19-15 18.10x19
22-18 19.7-10 18x9 20.3-8 9-6 21.8-11 6-2
22.11-15 2-7 23.19-24 7x14 24.24x31 23-18
25.31x22 18x11 Y2-Y%2

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.06, p20

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(891)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 8)

Black: Welen,CE
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [121] Cross

1.11-15 23-18 2.8-11 27-23 3.4-8 23-19
4.10-14 19x10 5.14x23 26x19 6.7x14 30-26
7.11-16 19-15 8.16-19 24-20 9.14-18 32-27
10.9-13 20-16 11.2-7 21-17 12.5-9 25-21
13.18x25 29x22 14.19-23 26x19 15.6-10

15x6 16.1x10 22-18 17.13x22 18-15
18.10-14 15-10 19.9-13 10-6 20.14-17
21x14 21.22-26 31x22 22.7-11 16Xx7
23.3X26 Yo-Y2

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(892)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 9)

Black: Wendemuth,FR
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [129] Second Double Corner

1.11-15 24-19 2.15x24 28x19 3.8-11 22-18
4.9-14 18x9 5.5x14 25-22 6.11-15 32-28
7.15x24 28x19 8.7-11 22-18 9.11-16 18x9
10.6x13 29-25 11.4-8 25-22 12.2-6 22-17

13.13x22 26x17 14.10-15 19x10 15.6x15
17-14 16.15-19 14-10 17.19x26 30x23
18.16-19 23x16 19.12x19 21-17 20.8-11

17-14 21.11-16 14-9 22.16-20 Y2-%
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(893)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 10)

Black: Banks,RD
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [120] Single Corner

1.11-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.12-16 29-25
4.8-11 24-20 5.4-8 25-22 6.10-15 21-17
7.8-12 17-14 8.16-19 23x16 9.12x19 27-23
10.9-13 23x16 11.6-10 32-27 12.10x17

27-23 13.1-6 18-14 14.6-9 14-10 15.7x14
16x7 16.3x10 23-19 17.15x24 28x19
18.17-21 20-16 19.10-15 19x10 20.21-25

30x21 21.14-17 21x14 22.9x25 Y2-1
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(894)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 11)

Black: Olsen,JH
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [112] Switcher
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1.11-15 21-17 2.9-13 25-21 3.8-11 17-14
4.10x17 21x14 5.6-10 22-17 6.13x22 26x17
7.15-18 24-20 8.10-15 28-24 9.2-6 32-28
10.4-8 29-25 11.18-22 25x18 12.15x22 23-

18 13.6-10 27-23 14.22-25 30x21 15.10-15
23-19 16.15x22 14-10 17.7x14 17x10
18.11-15 20-16 19.15-18 19-15 20.12x19
10-7 21.3x10 15x6 22.1x10 24x6 Y2-%2

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Date: 1900.12.28
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(895)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous (Board 12)

Black: Lincoln,OH
White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Opening: [129] Second Double Corner

1.11-15 24-19 2.15x24 28x19 3.8-11 22-18
4.9-14 18x9 5.5x14 25-22 6.11-15 32-28
7.15x24 28x19 8.10-15 19x10 9.6x15 22-18
10.15x22 26x10 11.7x14 29-25 12.12-16
25-22 13.2-6 22-18 14.6-9 27-24 15.16-20
30-26 16.20x27 31x24 17.3-7 26-22 18.7-10

24-19 19.4-8 18-15 20.1-6 22-18 21.8-12
15-11 22.12-16 19x12 23.10-15 11-7
24.15x22 7-2 25.22-26 12-8 26.26-31 23-19
27.31-26 19-15 28.26-22 8-3 29.22-17 3-7
30.17-22 7-11 31.22-18 11-7 32.18x11 7x16
0-1

Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p21

Problem No. 6—By Mr. Harry N. Pillsbury
Black—kings 1, 2, 3, 4.

White—kings 10, 11, 15.

White to play and draw
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.13, p20

Solution to problem No. 6 by Mr. Harry Pillsbury:
Black—Kings 1, 2, 3, 4

White—Kings 10, 11, 15

White to play and draw:

1...15-18 2.2-6 18-15 3.6-9 15-18 4.3-8 18-15 5.1-5 11-16 6.9-13 10-14 7.5-1 15-10 %2-%
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.13, p20

1900.12.29 Sat: Chicago, IL
e Lecture (part 2)
e Afternoon: Simultaneous
28 games: 17 chess [+15=2-0], 11 checkers [+6=4-1]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
16 games: 16 chess [+10=2-4]

Today he will continue the lecture, and this evening give an exhibition of blindfold chess.
Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 1900.12.29, p8

The subject of Mr. Pillsbury’s lecture was chess openings. He stated that in modern practice
among the great masters only two openings, the Ruy Lopez and the queen’s pawn, are
considered to retain the advantage of the first move for any length of time. He also demonstrated
on the board how such openings as the English knight’s, Giuoco piano, four knights, and others,
give the second player an even game speedily. He considers the Berlin defense to the Ruy Lopez
the only correct one. Of the Petroff defense, which he brought into practice again in the St.
Petersburg tournament several years ago, he does not now entertain as good an opinion as he did
then. He believes if white continues with 3 P-Q4 the advantage remains with the attack, and for
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that reason he has abandoned it, at least when in serious play, he meets “a foeman worthy of his
steel.” He agrees entirely with the principles laid down in Lasker’s “Common Sense in Chess,”
and says every great master must necessarily do so. Against the Evans’ gambit he recommends
Lasker’s defense or the refusal of the gambit. In either case the defense should obtain the better
game.

Disapproves of “Waiting Move.”

He also holds that the Falkbeer counter gambit against the king’s gambit should yield the second
player the superior, or at least equal game. He dwelt at length on the “waiting move,” claiming
there should be no such thing in a correct game of chess. Should a player at any time make an
indifferent move like P-R3, simply because he knows of nothing better, that is an admission of
weakness in his game. In the other hand, if such a move is made with the preconceived plan of
making a general advance in the pawn formation it is then a sign of strength. He is of the opinion
that between even players in serious games the attack, with accurate play, should win about two
games in ten, the others resulting in draws.

Mr. Pillsbury also gave an exhibition of his latest memory test. A pack of cards was thoroughly
shuffled and an unknown number of them laid aside. The remaining ones were then called off to
him. There were forty-three of them, and as soon as they had all been called he immediately
named the nine uncalled cards. Another test which is frequently practiced by the champion is to
name thirty words to him, all of which he will repeat immediately in their correct order,

backward or forward.
Chicago Tribune, 1900.12.30, p19

After playing simultaneous chess with his back turned to sixteen opponents, in which he won
fourteen games and drew two, and winning six games, drawing four and losing one at blindfold
simultaneous checkers, at the Chicago Chess and Checker club yesterday afternoon, Harry N.
Pillsbury, the famous chess and checker wizard, performed another remarkable feat last night at
the same club by playing against sixteen boards at open chess.

While his game during the afternoon was very creditable, last night he had to play against some
of the most skilled exponents of the game in the United States. His most prominent opponents
were C. W. Phillips, who holds the American correspondence chess championship; L. Udemann
[sic; Uedemann], the champion chess player of the Northwest, who won his laurels at Lake
Minnetonka, Minn., a few months ago, and M. Sonnenscheiner [sic; Sonnenschein], who has
never been known to lose a game, although he has not competed in any of the recent
championships.

Pillsbury, with his back to the boards, was very prompt in calling off his moves, and the games
were from three to five hours’ duration. Many of the most expert chess players in the West
witnessed the play last night, and they were astonished at the champion’s almost instantaneous
replies.

Among the players at the boards were Mrs. Dr. Roehrig, who assisted her husband. Many of the
other boards had two players. Following are the game of the players, with their respective
positions: 1, C. W. Phillips; 2, W. Strichfield [sic; Stuchfield]; 3, J. H. Vagas [sic; Vaga] and F.
Meyer; 4, H. Tracy; 5, F. F. Wilcox and F. W. Boldenweck; 6, J. H. Brown; 7, R. G. Hamilton;
8, Frank Brothers; 9, G. A. L’hommedi [sic, L’Hommede]; 10, M. Sonnenscheiner [sic] and O.
M. Blanchard; 11, J. H. Chevy [sic; Cherry] and G. H. [sic; E. R.] Wickersham; 12, Dr. and Mrs.
Roehrig; 13, C. Madsen and W. D. Cravens; 14, A. Dodge and C. A. Rossister; 15, L. Udemann

[sic]; 16, H. F. Lee.
Chicago Sunday Inter Ocean, 1900.12.30, p16

In the afternoon simultaneous over-the-board play he contested eleven games of checkers and
seventeen of chess. Of the latter he won fifteen and drew with V. Eichorn and A. H. [sic; H. A]

Weld.
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.06, p20

The following, the only game lost by Pillsbury during his simultaneous exhibitions in Chicago,

was won by M. Lovellette:
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.13, p20
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Date: 1900.12.29

Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
Black: Pillsbury,HN

White: Lovellete,M

Opening: [040] Double Corner

(896)

1.9-14 22-18 2.5-9 18-15 3.11x18 21-17
4.14x21 23x5 5.12-16 25-22 6.8-11 24-20
7.16-19 27-23 8.4-8 23x16 9.8-12 31-27
10.12x19 27-23 11.11-16 20x11 12.7x16
22-18 13.6-9 18-15 14.10-14 15-11 15.2-6
23-18 16.14x23 28-24 17.19x28 26x12
18.9-14 11-8 19.14-18 8-4 20.18-23 4-8

21.23-27 32x23 22.28-32 8-11 23.32-27
23-18 24.27-23 18-15 25.23-18 30-26
26.18-14 11-16 27.6-9 15-11 28.9-13 16-19
29.14-18 19-15 30.18-14 11-8 31.14-17 8-4
32.17-22 26x17 33.13x22 4-8 34.22-26 8-11
35.26-31 15-10 36.31-26 11-7 37.26-22 10-6
0-1

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.13, p20

In Mr. Pillsbury’s blindfold chess exhibition last Saturday be contested sixteen games and
finished them all in a little less than five hours. This is the fastest time in which he ever played so
many games simultaneously in this manner. At eight of the boards he was opposed by consulting
adversaries. The total number of players engaged against him, therefore, was twenty-four, and
the team, as a whole, was strong. Whether the combination of fast time and a good team had
anything to do with the result, or whether the expert was not in his best condition, the fact is he
made the poorest score on his so unusually brilliant tour this season. Everywhere he has made
excellent scores, frequently winning every game.

On this occasion he won 10, lost 4, and drew 2 games. The victors were W. Stuchfield, R. G.
Hamilton, J. H. Cherry, and E. R. Wickersham, consulting, and C. Madsen and W. D. Cravens,
also in consultation. C. W. Phillips and L. Uedemann drew their games, and H. Tracy, J. H.
Brown, G. A. L’Hommedé, H. F. Lee, J. H. Vaga and F. Meyer, F. F. Wilcox and F. W.
Boldenweck, Frank Brothers, O. M. Blanchard and B. Pollack [sic; Pollock], Dr. and Mrs.
Roeling [sic; Roehrig], and A. Dodge and C. A. Rossiter were the losers.

The champion opened with P-K4 on fourteen boards and P-Q4 on only two. No teller was
employed, the moves at each board being called by his opponents. From the point of speed this is
an improvement over the old way, and on only one occasion did a misunderstanding occur,

owing to a player’s unfamiliarity with chess notation.
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.06, p20

Date: 1900.12.29 (897)
Site: USA Chicago, IL

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Cravens,WD + Madsen,C

Opening: [C67] Spanish

1l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxed 19.Nxd4 Qxf2+ 20.Khl exd4 21.b6 Bc6

5.d4 Nd6 6.dxe5 Nxb5 7.a4 d6 8.e6 fxeb
9.axb5 Ne7 10.Nc3 Nf5 11.Rel Be7 12.Ne4
0-0 13.Neg5 Bxg5 14.Bxg5 Qe8 15.Qd3
Bd7 16.c4 Qf7 17.Ra3 e5 18.Real Nd4

22.Rgl axb6 23.Rxa8 Rxa8 24.Qf1 Qxfl
25.Rxfl Ra2 26.Bd8 Rxb2 27.Bxc7 Bxg2+
0-1

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.06, p20

Date: 1900.12.29
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(898)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Hamilton,RG
Opening: [C46] Three Knights

1l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Bb5 Bxc3
5.dxc3 d6 6.0-0 Bg4 7.h3 Bxf3 8.Qxf3 Qf6
9.Qe2 Nge7 10.f4 Qg6 11.fxe5 dxe5 12.Bc4
0-0 13.b4 Rad8 14.b5 Na5 15.Ba3 Nxc4

16.Bxe7 Rd2 17.Qf3 Re8 18.Bb4 Reb6
19.Rfd1 h6 20.Rxd2 Nxd2 21.Qd3 Nxe4d
22.Qd8+ Kh7 23.Qxc7 Qg3 24.Bc5 Rg6
0-1

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.06, p20
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The following two games are the drawn battles from Mr. Pillsbury’s recent simultaneous
blindfold chess exhibition of sixteen boards. In both of them it will be observed his adversaries
had a cramped opening, but the champion failed to carry his attack to a successful issue, and in

each case proposed the draw.

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.13, p20

Date: 1900.12.29
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(899)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Phillips,CW
Opening: [B18] Caro-Kann

l.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxed Bf5
5.Ng3 Bg6 6.Nf3 e6 7.h4 f6 8.Bc4 Bd6
9.Qe2 Bxg3 10.fxg3 Qe7 11.0-0 Bf7 12.Bf4
Nd7 13.Rael Nf8 14.Bb3 Qd7 15.c4 Ne7

16.Kh2 Nfgé 17.d5 cxd5 18.cxd5 Nxd5
19.Bxd5 Qxd5 20.Rd1 Nxf4 21.gxf4 Qh5
22.Qe4 0-0 23.Qxb7 Qg4 24.Qe4 e5 25.g3
exf4 26.Qxf4 Qxf4 27.gxf4 Bxa2 Y2-Y2

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.13, p20

Date: 1900.12.29
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(900)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Uedemann,L
Opening: [C49] Four Knights

1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bb5 Bb4
5.0-0 0-0 6.d3 d6 7.Bxc6 bxc6 8.Ne2 Bc5
9.Ng3 Ne8 10.d4 exd4 11.Nxd4 Bxd4
12.Qxd4 Be6 13.b3 Qf6 14.Bb2 Qxd4
15.Bxd4 c5 16.Bb2 f6 17.c4 a5 18.a4 Rb8

19.Bc3 Rxb3 20.Bxab5 Bxc4 21.Rfcl Bab
22.Rabl c4 23.Rxb3 cxb3 24.Rc3 b2
25.Rb3 Rf7 26.Rxb2 c5 27.Rb8 Rb7
28.Rxb7 Bxb7 ¥2-Y»

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.13, p20

From the recent exhibition at the Chicago Chess and Checker Club, Mr. Pillsbury was

conducting fifteen games at the same time blindfold.

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.20, p20

Date: 1900.12.29
Site: USA Chicago, IL

(901)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
Black: Roehrig + Roehrig (Mrs)
Opening: [BO7] Modern

l.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Bd3 Nc6 4.c3 Bg4
5.Ne2 Qd7 6.f3 Bh5 7.Nf4 Bg6 8.Be3 e5
9.Nxg6 hxg6 10.d5 Ne7 1l1l.c4 0-0-0
12.Bxa7 b6 13.a4 Kb7 14.a5 Nc8 15.axb6
cxb6 16.c5 Nxa7 17.c6+ Nxc6 18.Bb5 Rc8

19.Qa4 Kc7 20.Bxc6 Qe7 21.Nc3 Kd8
22.Qa6 Qc7 23.Nb5 Qb8 24.0-0 Ne8
25.Bxe8 Kxe8 26.Rfcl Rc5 27.b4 Rxcl+
28.Rxcl1 Kd8 29.Rc7 1-0

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.20, p20
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January, 1901

1901.01.02 Wed: Clinton, IA (Wapsipinicon club)
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous

13 games: 11 chess [+10=1-0], 1 checkers [+1=0-0], whist [+1=0-0]
e Evening: Simultaneous

23 games: 21 chess [+21=0-0], 2 checkers [+2=0-0]

Clinton, Jan. 1.—Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player, will visit Clinton on Jan. 2 and
will engage in a number of games with the members of the Clinton Chess Club. In the afternoon
he will play at eight different boards blind-folded, and at the same time hold hands in a number
of games of whist in another room. In the evening he will play, simultaneously, twenty games of

chess with the best players of the city.
Dubuque Daily Telegraph, 1901.01.01, p1

Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player, visited the Clinton chess players Wednesday and
giving [sic; gave] them one of his phenomenal exhibitions at chess and checkers. The games
were played in the Wapsipinicon ball room, where in the afternoon he held a winning hand at
duplicate whist, and won ten chess and one checker game, played simultaneously. Those playing
duplicate whist were Mr. Pillsbury and W. H. Howes vs A. L. Schuler and Mr. Price. Those
playing chess were F. Junkerman, E. L. Miller, R. J. Miller, John Lietz, Fred Lietz, G. F.
Skinner, O. H. Brainard, W. D. Walker, O. P. Bostwick, K. Johansen and W. E. Henning. W. G.
Page played checkers. Mr. Pillsbury won from all except Mr. Johansen, to whom he agreed to
draw on account of the arrival of the supper hour.

In the evening Mr. Pillsbury won at chess from the following:

Fred Smith,

N. D. Patterson,
R. J. Miller,

V. G. Coe,

C. D. May,

Geo. F. Skinner,
W. H. Howes,
Jas. Smith,

0. P. Bostwick,
F. Junkerman,
John Lietz,

Fred Lietz,

W. E. Henning,
W. D. Walker,
Carl D. Lattermer,
H. E. Oates,

C. D. McNeil,
Mr. Stoick,

F. Meichert,

H. Burde,

K. Johansen.

He also won from J. E. Reid and Ralph Lachmund at checkers.

Luncheon was served at the Wapsie rooms following the playing.
Clinton Weekly Age, 1901.01.04, p4

Clinton, Jan. 3.—Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player, defeated ten different persons in
a game here yesterday afternoon, and played to a draw with the eleventh, E [sic; K]. Johansen.
The games commenced at 2:30 and were not concluded until 7:30. Pillsbury was blindfolded,
and, as the players moved they called out the number of their boards and the move made.
Pillsbury would then order his move. As the games were played simultaneously, it was necessary
for Pillsbury to keep the positions of the men on each board in his mind. The feat was a most
wonderful one.

Mr. Pillsbury also gave an exhibition of his latest memory test. A pack of cards was thoroughly
shuffled and an unknown number of them laid aside. The remaining ones were then called off to
him. There were forty-three of them, and as soon as they had all been called he immediately
named the nine uncalled cards. Another test which is frequently practiced by the champion is to
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name thirty words to him, all of which he will repeat immediately in their correct order,

backward or forward.
Des Moines Daily News, 1901.01.03, p7

1901.01.03 Thu: Dubuque, IA (Bank and Insurance building)
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
8 games: 8 chess [+8=0-0]

Mr. H. N. Pillsbury the champion chess player of America arrived in the city to-day and will
endeavor to arrange for a game with some of the local players. [...]

This afternoon Mr. Pillsbury called on several of the local advocates of the sport and arranged
for a series of blindfold games with some of the local players, which will be played in Nicholas

Schrup’s office at the Bank and Insurance Building this evening.
Dubuque Daily Telegraph, 1901.01.03, p3

Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player of America and the winner of several notable
international games, gave an exhibition of his ability last night, in the office of H. N. Schrup in
the Bank and Insurance building. Mr. Pillsbury played a series of eight games simultaneously,
with as many opponents, chosen from the membership of the Dubuque Chess club. Mr. Pillsbury
won the entire eight games and during the whole evening did not see any of the boards on which
the moves were made. The players were distributed about the room while the champion sat in a
doorway with his back turned toward the contestants, and as soon as one player had completed
his move the next one was called on to do the same. Mr. Pillsbury kept a mental record of each
move and won the entire eight games after nearly four hours of continuous playing.

Those present at the meeting were:

Dr. Seeley.

J. C. Chamberlain.

Judge O'Donnell.

Hubert O'Donnell.

A. C. Lantzki.

Prof. Lightcap.

S. B. Lattner.

Herbert Jones.

Prof. 0Oldt.

N. J. Schrup.
Dubuque Daily Telegraph, 1901.01.04, p4

1901.01.04 Fri: Albert Lea, MN
e Afternoon: Simultaneous*
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
8 games: 7 chess [+7=0-0], 1 checkers [+1=0-0]

* Won all the games played except two draws in checkers to Amos Butler.

Harry N. Pillsbury, America’s champion chess and whist player, and also one of the best checker
players in the United States, was the guest of the local chess club here last Friday afternoon and
evening. In all he played about twenty games of chess, winning every one, and the same number
of chequer games, which he won with the exception of two draws with Amos Butler. In the

evening he was blindfolded when playing but he won them just the same.
Albert Lea Enterprise, 1901.01.09, p5

H. N. Pillsbury gave one of his exhibitions at Albert Lea on Jan. 4. He played seven boards of
chess and one of checkers, winning all the games. Among those who played against Pillsbury
was Dr. C. N [sic; V]. Lynde, the state champion in 1896.

Mr. Pillsbury will not take part in the Monte Carlo tournament next February, but will continue

his tour of the United States.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part 1, p3

1901.01.07 Mon: Duluth, MN
e Reportedly went to Duluth
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The Duluth Public Library reports that nothing about Harry Nelson Pillsbury was found in either
the Duluth News Tribune or the Duluth Herald. Pillsbury’s schedule certainly allowed for a visit
to Duluth and if it occurred it was apparently not noted by the Duluth press.

There has been some talk of the Duluth-Superior chess players securing Pillsbury, the king of
chess players to give an exhibition in this city next Monday evening. Prominent local chess men,

however, say they know nothing about such an arrangement.
Duluth Evening Herald, 1901.01.04, p3

Pillsbury will be in Duluth on Monday and at St. Paul on Tuesday.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.05, Part Il, p3

1901.01.08 Tue: St. Paul, MN
e Evening Blink Simultaneous (sans voir first 8 moves)
19 games: 17 chess [+14=1-2], 2 checkers [+2=0-0]

Apparently A. T. Bigelow joined in later as one report gives 16 chess opponents and another lists
17 opponents. Perhaps he took the board vacated by Donaldson who had lost in 18 moves?

H. N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player, was at the St. Paul Chess and Whist club rooms, in
the Globe building, last night, and gave exhibitions of his wonderful skill. Mr. Pillsbury is a
marvel, and out of sixteen games played last evening, with as many different players, he won
thirteen, lost two, and one was declared a draw. All of the games were played at the same time
and Mr. Pillsbury made the first eight moves blindfolded. After he had finished these moves, he
correctly called the positions of several boards without looking at them. Mr. Pillsbury also
played two games of checkers with J. L. Burns, winning both. The first game he played a
Whilter, and in the second he played Dundee. Mr. Pillsbury will be in Minneapolis today as a
guest of the Flour City Chess club.

Following is the score of last night’s games and the names of the gentlemen with whom
Mr. Pillsbury played:

George E. Thompson-Ruy Lopez, opening, 29 moves, lost.
R. W. Hitchcock-French, 30 moves, lost.

G. M. Thompson-Kings Gam. Dec. 40, lost.

George Summers [sic; Somers], Jr.-Ruy Lopez, 50, draw.
[sic; C]. P. White-Vienna, 20, lost.

0. Hillman-Sicilian, 45, lost.

J. Buford-Vienna, 48, lost.

B. Spencer-Falkbeer C. G., 29, lost.

P. Murphy-Two Knights, 48, lost.

H. Taylor-Petroff, 33, won.

L. Chapin-Irregular, 38, lost.

G. Donaldson-Ruy Lopez, 18, lost.

T [sic; G]. Lewis-Irregular, 25, lost.

I. Jellett-King's Gambit, 49, lost.

J. Tierney-Guioco Piano, 40, won.

L. Alness-King's Gambit, 34, lost.

DS gm0 nHda s n

St. Paul Globe, 1901.01.09, p5

H. N. Pillsbury, the chess champion of the United States, gave one of his exhibitions of blindfold
and simultaneous chess at the St. Paul Chess and Whist Club, Tuesday evening. He played
seventeen games of chess and two of checkers, finishing with a record of fourteen won, two lost
and one drawn at chess, and two won at checkers. He played the first eight or ten moves
blindfold and finished the games “across the board,” so as to get through before midnight.

The complete score was as follows:

Players. Openings. Result.
A. T. Bigelow Vienna Lost
G. B. Spencer Falkbeer Lost
T. J. Buford Ruy Lopez Lost
W. O. Hillman Sicilian Lost
W. J. Tierney Giuoco Piano Won
G. M. Thompson Kings Gam. Dec. Lost
W. L. Chapin Irregular Lost
J. I. Jellett Kings Gambit Lost
George Somers, Jr. Ruy Lopez Draw
R. W. Hitchcock French Lost
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G. E. Thompson Ruy Lopez Lost
C. H. Taylor Petroff Won
C. P. White Vienna Lost
G [sic; F]. G. Donaldson Ruy Lopez Lost
C. G. Lewis Irregular Lost
C. P. Murphy Two Knights Lost
A. L. Alness Kings Gambit Lost

Two games of checkers with J. L. Burns were won by Pillsbury.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part 1, p3

The earliest I can place Pillsbury and Charles H. Taylor together is in St. Paul, January 1901. It is
possible that Taylor’s win over Pillsbury was mistakenly reported as a Petroff and the following
game could be from the January 8th performance. More information is desired.

The game below was played about 1895 [sic] between H. N. Pillsbury and Charles H. Taylor.
Taylor resides in Los Angeles and pleasantly recalls games he played with such famous names as
Frank Marshall, Emanuel Lasker, Geza Maroszy [sic; Mardczy], and Mieses and was considered

one of the strongest players in St. Paul, Minn. at the time.
Los Angeles Times, 1950.03.12, Part I, p44

Site: USA St. Paul, MN (902)
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Taylor,CH

Opening: [C29] Vienna

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.f4 exf4 4.e5 Ng8 5.Nf3
d5 6.d4 g5 7.h4 Be7 8.hxg5 Bxg5 9.g3 Bg4
10.gxf4 Bh4+ 11.Ke2 c6 12.Bg2 Nh6
13.Be3 Nf5 14.Kd2 Rg8 15.Ne2 h5 16.Qf1
Nd7 17.Bh3 Nb6 18.b3 Qe7 19.Nxh4 Nxh4

20.Bxg4 Rxg4 21.Qf2 0-0-0 22.Ragl Rh8
23.Rxg4 hxg4 24.Kc3 Nad+ 25.bxad Qa3+
26.Kd2 Nf3+ 27.Qxf3 gxf3 28.Rxh8+ Kd7
29.Nc3 Qe7 30.f5 f2 31.Ke2 Qb4 32.Nd1
Qel+ 0-1

Los Angeles Times, 1950.03.12, Part I, p44

Mr. Pillsbury arrived in St. Paul Tuesday and played the expert chess and checker players of that
city and on Wednesday repeated the performance in Minneapolis. His visit this time was devoted
chiefly to the game of chess, and his performances in that line will be found in the adjoining
column. He played but two games of checkers in St. Paul and two in Minneapolis, and won them
all. Below we publish the four games played, and while his opponents were not of the first-class,
by a careful perusal of the games it will be seen that Pillsbury is a great checker player. J. P [sic;
L]. Burns of St. Paul played the Whilter-Dundee [sic; Whilter-Cross] openings. Mr. Shattuck of
Minneapolis played two single corner games. Several opportunities were offered by
Mr. Pillsbury for these games to be easily drawn, but his opponents either did not see their

chances or else they were over anxious to win.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part Il, p3

Date: 1901.01.08 (903)
Site: USA St. Paul, MN

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blink Simultaneous

Black: Pillsbury,HN

White: Burns,JL

Opening: [000] Whilter

1.11-15 23-19 2.7-11 26-23 3.3-7 22-18
4.15x22 25x18 5.9-14 18x9 6.5x14 24-20
7.11-15 29-25 8.15x24 28x19 9.8-11 25-22
10.11-15 32-28 11.15x24 28x19 12.7-11
30-26 13.11-15 20-16 14.15x24 27x20

15.12x19 23x16 16.10-15 22-17 17.15-19
17x10 18.6x15 26-23 19.19x26 31x22
20.15-19 16-11 21.19-23 20-16 22.23-26
16-12 23.26-30 22-18 24.30-26 (...) 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part |1, p3

Date: 1901.01.08
Site: USA St. Paul, MN

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blink Simultaneous

Black: Pillsbury,HN
White: Burns,JL
Opening: [121] Cross

(904)
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1.11-15 23-18 2.8-11 26-23 3.10-14 30-26 13.6-10 22-17 14.9-13 18x9 15.5x14 31-27
4.6-10 24-19 5.15x24 27x20 6.12-16 28-24 16.13x22 25x9 17.11-15 20x11 18.15x31
7.4-8 32-28 8.8-12 22-17 9.10-15 17/x10 23-18 19.31-26 18-14 20.10x17 21x14
10.7x14 26-22 11.2-6 24-19 12.15x24 28x19 21.26-22 (...) 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part 1, p3

1901.01.09 Wed: Minneapolis, MN

e Afternoon: Simultaneous (Flour City Chess and Checker Club)
23 games: 23 chess [+21=0-2] (17 boards)

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (YMCA)
16 games: 16 chess [+15=1-0]

If there were any members of the Flour City Chess and Checker club who had doubts as to H. N.
Pillsbury’s ability as a master of “the king of games,” those doubts were dispelled Wednesday
afternoon. The champion played seventeen of the best chess players simultaneously at 309
Nicollet, and won all but two of the games. The winners were F. S. Lewis and G. C. Christian.
Mr. Pillsbury also played a hard game with F. N. Stacy, but eventually defeated him. Six of the
players contested a second game with Pillsbury as they wanted to try again. This made twenty-
three games in all, Pillsbury winning twenty-one and losing only two. The score:

Players. Opening. Result.
W. C. Fitchett Bishops Gam. Lost
F. N. Stacy Ruy Lopez Lost
C. D. Gould Kings Gam. Dec. Lost
J. S. Parsons Irregular Lost
J. S. Parsons Ruy Lopez Lost
F. N. Jaynes Ruy Lopez Lost
F. N. Jaynes Ruy Lopez Lost
F. J. Walling French Lost
S. J. Warner Ruy Lopez Lost
G. W. Benton French Lost
F. S. Lewis Fianchetto Won
G. E. Thompson Ruy Lopez Lost
G. E. Thompson Ruy Lopez Lost
R. W. Hitchcock Queens Pawn Lost
R. W. Hitchcock French Lost
G. F. Jonsson French Lost
G. F. Jonsson Ruy Lopez Lost
B. N. Brown Center Game Lost
B. N. Brown Ruy Lopez Lost
G. M. Thompson Ruy Lopez Lost
G. C. Christan Kings Gam. Won
I. K. Kaufman Vienna Lost
J. P. Thomson [sic; Thompson] Irregular Lost

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part Il, p3

Harry N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of America, gave one of his marvelous exhibitions of
chess playing at the Flour City Chess and Checker club, yesterday afternoon. Mr. Pillsbury won
21 out of 23 games played. There were 15 [sic; 17] boards, but eight [sic; six] of the players
played two games.

The players were seated around the boards, and Mr. Pillsbury moved from one board to another,
directing each move. Sometimes he would stop for many minutes before an exceedingly difficult
position, and then again he would hardly pause long enough to make the move.

F. S. Lewis and George C. Christian were the two local players who were fortunate enough to
defeat the champion.

In most tournaments the players are divided into four classes. The first class play even; the second
class have the handicap of one move, and so on through the different classes. In the play yesterday,
however, all play was even, or more properly speaking, the players were all in the first class.

Following are the men who played against Mr. Pillsbury:

Player. Opening.

W. C. Fitchett Bishop’s Gambit
F. N. Stacey Ruy Lopez

C. B [sic; D]. Gould King’s Gambit
J. S. Parsons Irregular

F. N. Janes [sic; Jaynes] Ruy Lopez

F. J. Walling French
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. Christian King’s Gambit
aufman Vienna

S. J. Warner Ruy Lopez
G. W. Benton French

F. S. Lewis Ruy Lopez
R. W. Hitchcock Queen’s Pawn
G. J. Johnson French

J. P. Thompson Irregular
B. N. Brown Center Game
J. M. Thompson Ruy Lopez
G. E. Thompson Ruy Lopez
G. C

I. K

Minneapolis Tribune, 1901.01.10, p8

Played during the champion’s visit to Minneapolis. This is one of twenty-three simultaneous games.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.02.02, p19

Date: 1901.01.09 (905)
Site: USA Minneapolis, MN

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN

Black: Stacy,FN

Opening: [C67] Spanish

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxed
5.d4 Be7 6.Qe2 Nd6 7.Bxc6 bxc6 8.dxe5
Nb7 9.Nc3 0-0 10.Rel Nc5 11.Nd4 Re8
12.Nf5 d5 13.exd6 Bxf5 14.dxe7 Qd6
15.Bg5 Ne6 16.Radl Qc5 17.Bh4 g5 18.Bg3
Rxe7 19.Ne4 Nf4 20.Nfe+ Kf8 21.Qxe7+
Qxe7 22.Rxe7 Kxe7 23.Bxf4 gxf4d 24.Nh5

Bxc2 25.Rel+ Kf8 26.Nxf4 Rd8 27.f3 Rdl
28.Rxdl Bxdl 29.Kf2 Bc2 30.Ke3 Ke7
31.Kd4 Kd6 32.b4 a6 33.Ne2 h5 34.Ng3
Bg6 35.Ned4+ Bxed 36.fxe4 h4 37.h3 Keb
38.Kc5 Ke5 39.Kxc6 Kf4 40.Kxc7 Kg3
41.a4 Kxg2 42.b5 axb5 43.axb5 Kxh3
44.b6 Kg2 45.b7 h3 46.b8Q (...) 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.02.02, p19

Last evening Mr. Pillsbury played the Minneapolis Chess club at 16 tables, performing a most
wonderful feat of memory, as well as of chess playing.

Never once during the evening did Pillsbury have to look at the tables to name his moves, sitting
with his back to them all the time, and yet he never required prompting. All 16 games were
played at once.

The champion would call out his move by number and name, to which the players at the table
whose number he called would respond by naming their play.

He would then call the number of the next table and proceed to call out the play necessary at that

place in response to the play of those at the table.
Minneapolis Tribune, 1901.01.10, p8

The lecture-room of the Y. M. C. A. last evening was crowded. Mr. Pillsbury played sixteen
boards of chess without looking at a single one of them. The tables were placed in two rows and
Mr. Pillsbury sat at the end with his back to the contestants, calmly puffing the smoke from the
cigar, and calling first table number and then his move. Occasionally he would suggest to a
player a point or two that might have escaped notice. He won all the games, except one with
B. G. [sic; G. M.] Thompson, champion of Minnesota, which was a draw. When it is considered
that there were at least two friends of the player at each board and that Mr. Pillsbury was playing

about forty-eight men, his performance appears the more wonderful.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.10, p7

In the evening Pillsbury gave one of his blindfold exhibitions at the Y. M. C. A. building. It had
been arranged that Mr. Pillsbury would play sixteen boards simultaneously while blindfolded,
and a crowd of 100 chess enthusiasts were there to witness the performance. Mr. Pillsbury sat in
a chair at one end of the room with his back toward his opponents, and replied to each player’s
move as it was called off to him. The ease with which he kept the sixteen games in his mind
astonished every one, and he amazed the players now and then by pointing out to them instances
where they could have bettered their game and by suggesting moves when they were in doubt.
On one occasion where a mistake and been made he went back to the beginning of the game,
giving each move as it had been made. The team playing against Pillsbury in the evening was
stronger than the one in the afternoon, as several of the best players were unable to be on hand in
the afternoon. Mr. Pillsbury won fifteen games, drew one and lost none. The single draw was
with Guy M. Thompson, the champion of Minnesota. At five boards two players consulted
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together. It looked at one time that Mr. Elliott would win his game and that one or two more
games would be drawn, but Mr. Pillsbury played the endings so fast that his opponents had very
little time to study, and he soon finished them off.

The score:

Players. Opening. Result.
1-J. W. Clark Ruy Lopez Lost.
2—F. N. Stacy Vienna Lost.
3—F. K. De Long Q. Gam. Dec. Lost.
4—Brown-Weinstein King's Gambit Lost.
5—Lewis-Jaynes French Lost.
6—N. M. MacLeod Vienna Lost.
7—Gould-Benton French Lost.
8—Warner-Graves King's Gambit Lost.
9—R. W. Hitchcock French Lost.
10—G. E. Thompson Four Knights Lost.
11-Guy M. Thompson Q. Gam. Dec. Drawn.
12—-P. L. Plantin French Lost.
13—E. P. Elliott Ruy Lopez Lost.
14—F. J. Welling [sic; Walling] French Lost.
15—-E. M. Christan [sic; Christian] Queen's Pawn Lost.
l6—Jordan-Thayer Cunningham Lost.

Mr. Pillsbury’s complete score for the three exhibitions was 50 games won, 2 drawn and 4 lost.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part Il, p3

The following was one of sixteen played blindfold by H. N. Pillsbury at the Y. M. C. A. on Jan. 9.
Pillsbury won the other fifteen games. The ending was played rather hurriedly, as Pillsbury had to
catch a train, so when Pillsbury offered a draw, black accepted, although two pawns to the good.
However, black had to either take a draw by repetition of moves or lose a pawn which would have
left Pillsbury with a rook and three pawns against a rook and four pawns, and a draw would

probably have resulted. The black pieces were played by Guy M. Thompson, the state champion.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part Il, p3

Date: 1901.01.09 (906)
Site: USA Minneapolis, MN (YMCA)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Black: Thompson,GM

Opening: [D55] Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3
Nbd7 6.Nf3 0-0 7.Bd3 dxc4 8.Bxc4 b6
9.0-0 Bb7 10.Rcl ¢5 11.Qe2 Ne4 12.Bf4
Nxc3 13.Rxc3 Bxf3 14.Qxf3 cxd4 15.exd4
Bg5 16.Bd6 Be7 17.Bg3 Bh4 18.Bd6 Be7
19.Bxe7 Qxe7 20.Bd3 Nf6 21.Rfcl Qb4

22.04 Qxd4 23.Qxa8 Rxa8 24.Rc8+ Qd8
25.Rxd8+ Rxd8 26.Ba6 g6 27.Rc7 Nxg4
28.Rxa7 Rd2 29.b4 Rxa2 30.b5 Rd2
31.Rc7 Nf6 32.Bb7 Nd5 33.Rc8+ Kg7
34.Bc6 Rb2 35.Rb8 Ne7 36.Bd7 Nd5

37.Bc6 Y2-%
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part Il, p3

Mr. Pillsbury [...] repeated the performance in Minneapolis. His visit this time was devoted
chiefly to the game of chess, and his performances in that line will be found in the adjoining
column. He played but two games in St. Paul and two in Minneapolis, and won them all. [...]

Mr. Shattuck of Minneapolis played two single corner games.

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part Il, p3

Date: 1901.01.09

Site: USA Minneapolis, MN
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition
Black: Pillsbury,HN

White: Shattuck

Opening: [120] Single Corner

(907)

1.11-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.8-11 29-25
4.10-15 18-14 5.9x18 23x14 6.15-18 24-19
7.11-16 19-15 8.4-8 21-17 9.6-9 17-13
10.2-6 26-23 11.16-19 23x16 12.12x19
31-26  13.7-11 26-22 14.11-16 14-10

15.19-23 15-11 16.8x15 25-21 17.18x25
27x11 18.6x15 13x6 19.1x10 21-17
20.25-29 11-7 21.15-19 7-2 22.10-15 2-6
23.15-18 6-10 24.18-23 (...) 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.12, Part Il, p3
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1901.01.11 Fri: Grand Forks, ND (Pioneer club)
e Afternoon: Simultaneous

23 games: 13 chess [+11=1-1], 10 checkers[+8=1-1]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous begins

14 games: 8 chess [+7=1-0], 6* checkers [+5=1-0]

*report says six games, list shows five players and results.

Harry N. Pillsbury will arrive in the city Friday morning and give a couple of exhibitions of blind
fold whist, chess and checker playing, an event that is being looked forward to with a great deal
of enthusiasm by the members of the Grand Forks Chess, Checker and Whist club, as well as the

members of several of the outside clubs who will be there at that time.
Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1901.01.10, p5

The visit of Harry N. Pillsbury to this city yesterday will long be remembered by those who
witnessed his wonderful performances in the rooms of the Pioneer club, both in the afternoon
and evening, as one of the entertaining events of the winter, and the exhibition will serve to add
materially to the interest taken in chess and checkers in this city, as well as in other parts of the
state. A number of the prominent players of the state who saw him when he was here last winter
are of the opinion he has improved materially since that time. His play especially during the
blindfold play is quicker and seems to be done with less effort.

During the afternoon simultaneous play which began shortly after 2 o’clock he was pitted against
12 of the chess experts of the state and 8 of the best checker players. In the chess play he lost one
game to J. Friedlander of Fargo, who at the present holds The Herald gold medal for the state
championship, which he won a year ago, and defended successfully at the recent state
tournament held in this city. J. E. Lewis forced a draw in one game and lost the other.
Mr. Pillsbury won all the other chess games.

In the checker game Charles Hurd won his first game and lost the second, and E. C. Bates forced
a draw. The players during the afternoon were as follows:

Chess.
J. Friedlander, Fargo, won.
J. E. Lewis, first game draw; second game lost.
Will Nuessle, lost.
E. C. Carruth, lost.
B. G. Skulason, lost.
Harry Tuttle, lost.
E. Robinson, Fargo, lost.
Dr. Devitt, lost.
C. W. Darling, Fargo, lost.
Thos. Beare, lost.
Bruce Duncan, lost.
J. H. Griffin, lost.

Checkers.
K. C. Hunter, lost.
Charley Hurd, won first; lost second.
E. C. Bates, draw.
Jeff Barton, lost 2.
Greenberg, lost.
J. Grossman, lost.
H. Dawley, lost.
G. C. Dickinson, Red Wing, lost.

=z

Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1901.01.12, p5

Date: 1901.01.11 (908)
Site: USA Grand Forks, ND

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous

Black: Hurd,CJ

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [120] Single Corner

1.11-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.8-11 29-25
4.4-8 24-20 5.10-15 26-22 6.7-10 27-24
7.9-14 18x9 8.5x14 24-19 9.15x24 28x19
10.11-15 32-28 11.15x24 28x19 12.8-11
31-26 13.11-15 19-16 14.12x19 23x16

15.14-18 16-11 16.18-23 26x19 17.15x24
20-16 18.24-27 16-12 19.27-32 11-8
20.32-27 8-4 21.27-23 4-8 22.2-7 21-17
23.10-14 17x10 24.6x15 25-21 25.23-19
30-25 26.15-18 22x15 27.19x10 21-17
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28.10-15 25-21 29.15-18 17-13 30.18-14 8-4
31.14-10 21-17 32.10-15 17-14 33.15-10
14-9 34.10-15 9-5 35.15-10 13-9 36.10-15

9-6 37.1x10 5-1 38.7-11 1-6 39.10-14 6-9
40.14-17 9-14 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.02.02, p19

Date: 1901.01.11

Site: USA Grand Forks, ND

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Simultaneous
Black: Bates,EC

White: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [111] Switcher

(909)

1.11-15 21-17 2.8-11 17-13 3.4-8 23-19
4.9-14 25-21 5.15-18 22x15 6.11x18 29-25
7.7-11 24-20 8.3-7 26-23 9.11-15 28-24
10.6-9 13x6 11.2x9 31-26 12.8-11 32-28
13.18-22 26x17 14.9-13 25-22 15.5-9 30-26
16.1-5 19-16 17.12x19 23x16 18.14-18

26-23 19.18x25 17-14 20.9x18 23x14
21.10x17 21x14 22.25-30 27-23 23.30-26
23-19 24.15-18 19-15 25.26-22 15x8
26.22-17 8-3 27.17x10 16-11 28.7x16 20x11
29.18-22 11-7 30.22-25 7-2 31.5-9 2-7
32.10-14 Yo-%

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.02.02, p19

Evening Session.

The greatest interest was attached to the evening exhibition of blindfold play of checkers and
chess while at the same time he played a hand in duplicate whist.

The attendance was very large, and the ladies turned out in force. There were eight chess players,
the best in the state, and six of the best checker players at the tables to measure their skill with
that of the great champion, who during the entire play which lasted from 9 o’clock last evening
till 3 this morning, never once saw the boards upon which the games were being played and kept
every move made during that time in his mind. His play was wonderful, more so than in the
morning, as during the blindfold play he did not lose a single game and only two of the players
forced a draw. Interest never lagged for a moment and the audience with very few exceptions
remained till the finish. The last game finished was that of J. H. Griffin, who put up a great fight.

In the game of duplicate whist Mr. Pillsbury and Mrs. O. W. Barnes lost to S. S. Titus and Mrs.
W. A. Gordon.

Following is a list of the evening players and the results of the play:

Chess.
Board No. 1—J. E. Robinson, lost.
Board No. 3—J. E. Lewis, lost.
Board No. 4-E. C. Carruth, lost.
Board No. 5—J. Friedlander, Fargo, lost.
Board No. 7—J. H. Griffin, lost.
Board No. 8-C. A. Grow, lost.
Board No. 2—Major C. W. Darling, drew.
Board No. 6—E. C. Bowen lost.
Checkers.

Board No. 1—-Chas. Hurd, lost.

Board No. 2—Col. Knudson, drew.

Board No. 3—E. C. Bates, lost.

Board No. 4—J. B. Matteson, Park River, lost.
Board No. 5—A. Davidson, Conway, lost.

All present consider the tournament and exhibition most successful in every way. The showing
made when the size of the cities represented is taken into consideration, compares very well with
that made by the Twin Cities during Mr. Pillsbury’s exhibition there. The Fargo representatives
did exceptionally well, J. Friedlander winning a game of chess in the afternoon and Major
Darling forcing a draw in the evening.

Mr. Pillsbury will leave on the morning’s train for Winnipeg, where he will give a similar exhibition.
Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1901.01.12, p5

The following game was recently played in Grand Forks, N. D., between Mr. Pillsbury and Mr.

Matteson. Mr. Pillsbury being blindfold.
Chicago Tribune, 1901.02.10, p19
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Date: 1901.01.11
Site: USA Grand Forks, ND

(910)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Matteson,JB
Opening: [159] Bristol

1.11-16 24-20 2.16-19 23x16 3.12x19 22-18
4.9-14 18x9 5.5x14 25-22 6.10-15 29-25
7.6-10 27-23 8.8-12 23x16 9.12x19 20-16
10.4-8 16-12 11.8-11 31-27 12.1-6 27-23
13.6-9 23x16 14.11x20 22-17 15.9-13 25-22
16.14-18 30-25 17.15-19 22x6 18.13x29 6-1
19.2-6 1x10 20.7x14 26-22 21.29-25 22-17
22.14-18 17-13 23.25-22 21-17 24.18-23

17-14 25.22-18 14-9 26.23-26 9-5 27.26-31
13-9 28.31-26 9-6 29.26-23 5-1 30.18-15
6-2 31.15-11 1-6 32.20-24 1-0
Eight moves from this point
Mr. Pillsbury forced an exchange
with White’s kings and won by
holding three white men on 12, 16,
and 20.

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.02.02, p19 (says Eighty moves)
Chicago Tribune, 1901.02.10, p19 (says Eight moves)

Date: 1901.01.11
Site: USA Grand Forks, ND

(911)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Bates,EC
Opening: [128] Defiance

1.11-15 23-19 2.9-14 27-23 3.8-11 22-18
4.15x22 25x9 5.5x14 29-25 6.6-9 25-22
7.9-13 30-25 8.11-15 24-20 9.15x24 28x19
10.4-8 22-18 11.14-17 21x14 12.10x17
26-22 13.17x26 31x22 14.8-11 32-27 15.1-5
19-15 16.11-16 20x11 17.7x16 15-11
18.16-19 23x16 19.12x19 18-14 20.3-7 11-8
21.7-11 8-3 22.11-16 3-8 23.16-20 8-11

24.19-24 27-23 25.24-27 22-18 26.27-31
14-9 27.5x14 18x9 28.13-17 25-21 29.31-27
21x14 30.27x18
Mr. Pillsbury made the remark, “If
you get out of that you’re a good
one.”
30..11-8 31.20-24 8-3 32.24-27 14-10
33.18-15 10-6 34.15-10 6-1 35.27-31 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.02.02, p19

Date: 1901.01.11
Site: USA Grand Forks, ND

(912)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Hurd,CJ
Opening: [120] Single Corner

1.11-15 22-18 2.15%x22 25x18 3.12-16 24-19
4.16-20 29-25 5.10-14 26-22 6.6-10 18-15
7.1-6 22-17 8.9-13 25-22 9.14-18 23x14
10.6-9 15x6 11.9x25 6-1 12.13x22 30-26
13.8-11 26x17 14.25-30 17-13 15.30-25 1-6
16.2x9 13x6 17.25-22 19-16 18.11-15 16-12

19.5-9 6-2 20.15-18 2x11 21.18-23 27x18
22.22x8 31-26 23.8-11 26-22 24.11-15
21-17 25.15-10 17-13 26.10-6 22-18 27.4-8
18-14 28.9x18 28-24 29.20x27 32x14
30.8-11 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.02.02, p19

Date: 1901.01.11
Site: USA Grand Forks, ND

(913)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Davidson,A
Opening: [120] Single Corner

1.11-15 22-18 2.15x22 25x18 3.12-16 29-25
4.10-14 25-22 5.16-20 24-19 6.6-10 22-17
7.9-13 18x9 8.13x22 26x17 9.5x14 19-16
10.8-12 23-19 11.4-8 30-26 12.8-11 17-13

13.11-15 26-22 14.15x24 28x19 15.14-17
21x14 16.10x26 31x22 17.2-6 22-18 18.1-5
18-15 19.7-10 16-11 20.12-16 19x12
21.10x19 32-28 22.6-10 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.02.02, p19

1901.01.12 sat: Grand Forks, ND

e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes at 3am

e Morning: Left for Winnipeg
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[...] the entire play which lasted from 9 o’clock last evening till 3 this morning [...]

Mr. Pillsbury will leave on the morning’s train for Winnipeg, where he will give a similar exhibition.
Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1901.01.12, p5

1901.01.12 Sat: Winnipeg, MB, Canada
e Afternoon: Arrived at 1:35 p.m.
e Afternoon: Simultaneous (boards: 18 chess, 4 checkers)
29 games: 22 chess [+17=3-2], 7 checkers [+4=2-1]
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous
14 games: 10 chess [+9=0-1], 2 checkers [+1=1-0], 2 whist [+0=0-2]

Great interest is being taken among the devotees of chess, whist and checkers over the visit of
Champion Harry N. Pillsbury to the city to-day. Mr. Pillsbury will arrive this afternoon from
Grand Forks, where he was the centre of a tournament last night. The Winnipeg tourney will take
place at the Masonic Temple this afternoon and evening.

Pillsbury will arrive by the Great Northern train at 1:35 p. m. and will be ready to commence the
tournament at 2:30. The untiring nature of the champion is one of the remarkable features of his
talent. He is able to go through a tournament requiring intense concentration, start at once on a
journey for his next engagement and without having had a quiet moment enter at once on another
series of exacting demands on his mentality.

The afternoon will be devoted to chess and checkers and among those who will play against
Pillsbury are Messrs. Magnus Smith, the champion of the Dominion; A. Morrison, M. O. Smith,
Prof. McDiarmid, Geo. Adams [sic; Adam], A. W. Bruce, Geo. Patterson, Rev. Canon Coombes, A.
M. Fraser, R. Hill, A. Hill, A. Barret, Telke and Rooke. Any others who wish to play are also
cordially invited. The checker players will probably be Messrs. Norman, Fry, Christie and Atkinson.

The evening’s contests commence at 7.30. The feature will be the blindfold chess games,
simultaneously with a game of whist. Those who will play whist are Chief Justice Killam, P. A.
Macdonald and M. Aldous. Pillsbury to select one of the three gentlemen as his partner. He will
play about a dozen games of chess at the same time without seeing the boards, the moves of his
opponents being called out to him.

Some wonderful memory tests will also be given during the evening. He will on request at any
time tell the positon of all the chess men on any of the twelve boards. He will also give an
exhibition of his powers by the means of 30 names being written opposite to certain numbers on
a board and will after they have been read out to him tell the number opposite any name or the
name opposite any of the numbers. This feat is no conjuring trick, but a legitimate piece of brain
work. Besides these Pillsbury has a number of new tests which he has never shown here before
and which are said to excell [sic] anything he has yet done here. A big turnout is expected. A

small admission fee will be charged to defray the expenses of the visit.
Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1901.01.12, p5

“The Hebrews have had a surfeit of world-famous chess players,” said Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, the
great chessman, when questioned by a Tribune reporter today. Mr. Pillsbury arrived from the Twin
Cities on the Northern Pacific and is a guest at the Clarendon. He will give exhibitions this
afternoon and evening at the Masonic Temple. He says that next summer he will challenge Lasker,

the Hebrew-German, for the championship of the world, which the latter won from Steinitz.
Winnipeg Daily Tribune, 1901.01.12, p1

H. N. Pillsbury, the chess player, astonished a large audience on Saturday night by his
marvellous feats of memory in chess, checkers and cards. Lists of very difficult names were also
read out to him once, and they were repeated by him without a break in perfect order. His card
tricks were wonderful and inclined some in the audience to the belief that his powers are almost
beyond the human. This is his third visit to Winnipeg and he has been delighted with his trip.

During the afternoon in simultaneous play, 18 games of chess and four games of checkers were
played. After playing till about 6:30 o’clock, the result was 17 wins for Pillsbury, drawn 3, lost 2,
in chess; and 4 wins, drawn 2, lost 1 in the checkers. The chess wins were scored by Prof.
McDiarmid [sic; McDermid] and Magnus Smith; the draws were by A. W. Bruce, A. M. Fraser
and H. S. Simpson. J. McCulloch won one game of checkers and F. Fry drew two. The players at
the different board [sic; boards] were:

Chess—T. W. Taylor, M. L. A., Magnus Smith, R. J. Spencer, W. H. Rooke, G. W. Patterson,
A. M. Fraser, A. W. Bruce, J. McA. Cameron, H. H. Bunnell, R. Driscoll, Prof. McDiarmid,
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A. Hill, A. K. Morrison, J. McDiarmid, H. S. Simpson, Rev. Canon Coombes, Geo. Adam, M. O.
Smith, J. Julius, O. Djurhims [sic; Djurhuus], K. Thordarson.

Checkers—J. McCulloch, C. W. Huffman, F. Fry, A. Atkinson.

In the evening, while playing a game of whist, Pillsbury played ten chess and two checker games
and won all excepting a checker game, which was drawn, by McCulloch. Those who sat with

him at the whist table were Chief Justice Killam, Messrs. Aldous and P. A. Macdonald.
Winnipeg Daily Tribune, 1901.01.14, p3

NOTE: In the following text [PE”] and [*PE] denote a printer’s error in the original source
where a line of typeset was accidently used twice, resulting in the second instance replacing an
intended line of type leaving an incongruous line of text within the body of the article.

Champion Harry N. Pillsbury played in his third annual chess, checker and whist tournament in
Winnipeg on Saturday and there was a large gathering to witness the event at the Masonic
Temple. The tourney was undoubtedly the most successful that has been held here. The
attendance was large and the interest was verging very close in excitement during the play.

Mr. Pillsbury arrived at 1.35 p. m. by the Great Northern train and was on hand at the temple to
commence the play at the appointed time of 2.30 p. m., when there were gathered to meet him all
of the best local players and others who attended to witness an exhibition of mind dexterity.
Twenty-two chess and checker games were opened about 3 o’clock and the wonderful quickness
with which Pillsbury moved from board to board was followed with interest and wonder.

In simultaneous play 18 games of chess and four games of checkers were played. After playing
till about 6:30 o’clock the result was 17 wins for Pillsbury, drawn 3, lost 2 in the chess, and
4 wins, draws 2, lost 1 in the checkers. The chess wins were scored by Prof. McDiarmid [sic;
McDermid] and Magnus Smith; the chess draws were by A. W. Bruce, A. M. Fraser and H. S.
Simpson. Those who secured draws are of the opinion however that had the games been played
to a finish Pillsbury would have won at least two of them, but he is always ready to give credit to
the skill of his opponent and at certain stages when the game is equal and time presses generally
offers a draw. J. McCulloch won one game of checkers and F. Fry drew two.

The players at the different boards were:

Chess—T. W. Taylor, M. L. A., Magnus Smith, R. J. Spencer, W. H. Rooke, G. W. Patterson,
A. M. Fraser, A. W. Bruce, J. McA. Cameron, R. H. Bunell [sic; H. H. Bunnell], R. Driscoll,
Prof. McDiarmid [sic], A. Hill, A. K. Morrison, J. McDiarmid, H. S. Simpson, Rev. Canon
Coombes, Geo. Adam, M. O. Smith, J. Julius, O. Djwihuns, K. Thordarson.

Checkers—J. McCulloch, C. W. Huffman, F. Fry, A. Atkinson. [...]

The evening’s entertainment brought out a large assemblage of ladies and gentlemen, and the
intellectual treat was thoroughly enjoyed by all. A departure from the afternoon was that a game
of whist was played by the champion, while at the same time he played against 10 chess and
2 checker players and succeeded in winning all the games with the exception of the [PE~] was
large and the interest was verg— [*PE] loch [sic; McCulloch] securing 1 draw at checkers. At
whist the champion was unlucky in getting bad hands and his side lost in two games. The players
at the whist table were Pillsbury and Chief Justice Killam in the first game against Messrs.
Aldous and P. A. McDonald and afterwards with Mr. P. A. McDonald and Pillsbury playing
together. While engaged at whist Pillsbury never saw the chess or checker boards, the moves of
his opponents being called out to him and he mentioned the move he wished to make in return
with wonderful quickness.

During the evening he gave some memory tests which were loudly applauded, one of the new
feats being with the aid of a pack of cards. This test when he first explained what he would do
sounded not particularly hard, but those who attempted to think out what had to be done were of
a different opinion in a few minutes. He took from the pack about 30 cards, the value of each
being told him as it was taken off and with scarcely a moment’s notice he told what each of the
remaining cards were. He also gave a number of remarkable instances of his powers which
brought forth many expressions of wonder from those present. After the evening’s entertainment

a strong wish was expressed that Mr. Pillsbury might again visit Winnipeg next year.
Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1901.01.14, p5
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Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, whose fame as an expert in chess is world wide, arrived in the city on
Saturday from St. Paul and in the afternoon and evening, at the Masonic Temple, gave a number
of exhibitions of his marvellous skill that served to heighten the regard that is entertained for him
by the devotees of the good old English game.

This is not Mr. Pillsbury’s first visit to Winnipeg, but it was noticeable that the interest in his
achievements and his fame had not dwindled since last he astounded the natives. It is a
commonly accepted theory that the possession of great skill in any of the arts or professions
gives the person possessing it the characteristic of eccentricity. Those who look for this quality in
Mr. Pillsbury turn away agreeably disappointed. The great chess player’s freak nature, if it could
be called such, consists solely in his magnificent mastery of the different games, the playing of
which has brought his name into prominence throughout the civilized world. His gentlemanly
manner has gained him a host of admirers, whilst his marvellous power of concentration, and his
unequalled skill as a chess and checker player will always command a large audience whenever
he repeats his visit.

In the afternoon a large muster of chess and checker players watched with interest the 22 games
of chess and four of checkers. The players at the different boards were:

Chess—Magnus Smith, R. J. Speencer [sic; Spencer], W. H. Rooke, T. W. Taylor, M. P. P., A.
M. Fraser, Geo. Patterson, A. W. Bruce, A. K. Morrison, J. McA. Cameron, H. H. Bennett, Rev.
Canon Coombes, R. Driscoll, Professor McDiarmid [sic; McDermid], A. Hill, J. McDiarmid, H.
S. Simpson, J. Julius, O. Djurhuns [sic; Djurhuus], K. Thorarson [sic; Thordarson], M. Smith,
G. Adam and O. Ulfstrong.

Checkers—J. McCulloch, C. W. Huffman, F. Fry, and A. Atkinson.

The games were all well contested, and Mr. Pillsbury scored 17 wins, 3 draws, and lost 2 in
chess, and won 4, drew 2 and lost 1 at checkers. A large gathering of ladies and gentlemen were
present, and had a thoroughly enjoyable and intellectual treat.

Mr. Pillsbury played duplicate whist, and at the same time, with his back to the players,
encountered ten of our local chess experts and two checker players and succeeded in winning 9
chess games, 1 checker game and drawing the other. Mr. McCulloch made the draw in the

checker game and M. Smith, champion of Canada, scored a win at chess.
Winnipeg Morning Telegram, 1901.01.14, p3 (courtesy Philip Jurgens)

A number of chess players will be interested in learning the result of Mr. Pillsbury’s play at
Winnipeg. The ‘Peg players made no better showing against him than was made in Grand Forks,
taking into consideration the number of players engaged, as the following from the Telegram
will show:

Saturday afternoon a large muster of chess and checker players watched with interest
the 22 games of chess and four of checkers. The players at the different boards were:

Chess—Magnus Smith, R. J. Speencer [sic; Spencer], W. H. Rooke, T. W. Taylor,
M. P. P., A. M. Fraser, Geo. Patterson, A. W. Bruce, A. K. Morrison, J. McA.
Cameron, H. H. Bennett, Rev. Canon Coombes, R. Driscoll, Professor McDiarmid
[sic; McDermid], A. Hill, J. McDiarmid, H. S. Simpson, J. Julius, O. Djurhuns [sic;
Djurhuus], K. Thorarson [sic; Thordarson], M. Smith, G. Adam and O. Ulfstrong.

Checkers—J. McCulloch, C. W. Huntman [sic; Huffman], F. Fry, and A. Atkinson.

The games were all well contested, and Mr. Pillsbury scored 17 wins, 3 draws, and
lost 2 in chess, and won 4, drew 2 and lost 1 at checkers. A large gathering of ladies
and gentlemen were present, and had a thoroughly enjoyable and intellectual treat.

Mr. Pillsbury played duplicate whist, and at the same time, with his back to the
players, encountered 10 of our local chess experts and two checker players and
succeeded in winning 9 chess games, 1 checker game and drawing the other.
Mr. McCulloch made the draw in the checker game and M. Smith, champion of

Canada, scored a win at chess.
Grand Forks Daily Herald, 1901.01.16, p6

The two games which follow were played at Winnipeg during a professional visit of Mr. H. N.

Pillsbury, the American champion, to that section a few years [sic; months] ago.
Checkmate, v1 n10, October 1901, p179
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The following reports are the reason that the three games published in 1 Uppnami were widely
considered as being from a single visit and taken as being an exhibition match of three games. The
first game given in | Uppnami (the draw) has been moved to 1900 where it rightly belongs.

[...] at Winnipeg, in Manitoba, where there are many Icelandic settlers, there is an Icelandic
club; and among the Winnipeg residents is the young Magnus Magnusson Smith, who is the
chess champion of Canada, and has demonstrated his chess quality by contesting three games

with H. N. Pillsbury, of which the Canadian champion won two and drew one.
Sydney Newsletter, 1901.08.03, pp5-6

The following are the remaining two games of three played at the meeting between Mr. H. N.
Pillsbury and Mr. Magnus Magnusson Smith, the Canadian champion, the latter winning two and

drawing one. Score from “I Uppnami,” the Iceland chess magazine [...]
Launceston Daily Telegraph, 1901.12.18, p6 (only one game given)

Until proof to the contrary is forthcoming the chess world will believe that Pillsbury is a better
player than Barry. But such of the said “world” as have heard of Pillsbury’s recent defeat—in a
three-game encounter—by the youthful champion of Canada, are rather startled. Magnus
Magnusson Smith—a magnificent name—is a native of Iceland, but is settled at Winnipeg,
Manitoba, and ranks as chess champion of British America. Of the three games with the United
States champion he won two and drew the other! We suppose that there will be another fight.
Here is one win—from the Icelandic chess magazine | Uppnami, which appears to have

published the games first.
Chelthenham Examiner, 1901.09.25, p6

| suspect this game to be the one played during the afternoon simultaneous as Pillsbury had the
black pieces.

Following is a game won by Magnus Smith, who at present holds the championship of Canada:
Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1901.01.14, p5

Date: 1901.01 (914)
Site: CAN Winnipeg, MB

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition

White: Smith, MM

Black: Pillsbury,HN

Opening: [C44] Ponziani

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.c3 d5 4.Bb5 f6 5.Qad
Nge7 6.exd5 Qxd5 7.0-0 Bd7 8.Rel a6
9.Na3 0-0-0 10.Bc4 Nd4 11.Bxd5 Nxf3+
12.Bxf3 Bxa4 13.b3 Bc6 14.Be2 Ng6
15.Nc2 Nf4 16.Bf1 Bc5 17.d4 Bd6 18.Bxf4
exf4 19.Bd3 g6 20.c4 Rde8 21.d5 Bd7
22.Radl Re5 23.Rxe5 fxeb 24.f3 a5 25.Bed
g5 26.Kf1 g4 27.Rel h5 28.Re2 h4 29.fxg4

Bxg4 30.Bf3 Rg8 31.Bxgd+ Rxgd 32.Kf2
Bc5+ 33.Kf3 Rg5 34.Nel Kd7 35.Ke4 Kd6
36.Nf3 Rh5 37.h3 b6 38.Nh2 Bd4 39.Ng4
Rg5 40.Nh6 Kc5 41.Nf5 a4 42.Nxh4 axb3
43.axb3 Kb4 44.Nf3 Rg3 45.Nxd4 exd4
46.Kxd4 3 47.gxf3 Rxf3 48.Re3 Rxe3
49.Kxe3 Kxb3 50.Kd4 1-0

Winnipeg Manitoba Morning Free Press, 1901.01.14, p5 (ends 45...exd4)

I Uppnami, July 1901, pp46-47
Checkmate, v1 n10, October 1901, p179

| suspect this game to be the game played during the evening blindfold simultaneous due to
Pillsbury having the white pieces and Pillsbury’s opening selection.

Date: 1901.01

Site: CAN Winnipeg, MB
Event: Pillsbury Exhibition
White: Pillsbury,HN
Black: Smith,MM
Opening: [C29] Vienna

(915)

l.ed e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.f4 d5 4.fxe5 Nxed
5.Qf3 5 6.d3 Nxc3 7.bxc3 d4 8.Bb2 dxc3
9.Bxc3 Bb4 10.Bxb4 Qh4+ 11.Qf2 Qxb4+

12.Qd2 Qd4 13.c3 Qxe5+ 14.Kf2 0-0
15.Nf3 Qd6 16.d4 c5 17.d5 Nd7 18.c4 Nf6
0-1

I Uppnami, July 1901, p47

Checkmate, v1 n10, October 1901, p179
Launceston Daily Telegraph, 1901.12.18, p6
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While Pillsbury, the crack chess and checker player, was returning from his trip to Winnipeg and
Dakota points, he was entertained on the way down by a trio of gentlemen from a part of the map
where the great American game of “smear” is popular. Pillsbury in the chess and checker world
is a real wonder. He can play a dozen games at the same time. His memory is perfect. But he
could not remember having any such luck as befell him in this experience on the train. The
“stucks” and “set-ups” came too fast to make it pleasant to remember them. Pillsbury gave notice
that on his return next year he would be in shape to carry the “smear” war into Minnesota,

Dakota or Canada. He believed “smear” to be even a more wonderful thing than chess.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.21, p7

1901.01.14 Mon: Minneapolis, MN (Flour City club)
e Afternoon: Blindfold Simultaneous
8 games: 8 checkers [+5=1-2]

Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player, stopped in Minneapolis Wednesday [sic;
Monday] on his way home from Winnipeg, and engaged in eight simultaneous blindfold
checkers at the Flour City club. The champion won five, drew one with C. T. Davis, and lost to
Carl Hegg and Bert Titus. Mr. Titus has defeated Mr. Pillsbury several times, and it is a question

whether the champion chess player can defeat three or four of the local talent at checkers.
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.26, Part |1, p3

Mr. Pillsbury, the chess champion of America, returned last Monday to Minneapolis and played
checkers in the afternoon simultaneously with eight of the local players. Of these eight games he
lost two, won five and drew one. B. Titus and Carl Hegg each won one, C. Davis made a draw.
The openings were as follows: B. Titus, switcher; Blaisdell, switcher; Carl Hegg, double corner;
Bates, single corner; Charles Davis, single corner; C. M. Holt, paisley; R. Raine, switcher;
Warren of Anoka, cross; Following are the games he played with B. Titus and Carl Hegg

respectively:
Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.26, Part 11, p3

Date: 1901.01.14 (916)
Site: USA Minneapolis, MN

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

Black: Titus,AA

White: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)

Opening: [112] Switcher

1.11-15 21-17 29-13 25-21 38-11 17-14
4.10x17 21x14 5.6-10 22-17 6.13x22 26x17
7.15-18 24-20 8.1-6 29-25 9.3-8 28-24 10.18-22
25x18 11.11-16 20x11 12.8x22 32-28 13.4-8

24-20 14.6-9 28-24 15.9x18 23x14 16.8-11
27-23 17.2-6 23-18 18.10-15 17-13 19.22-25
30x21 20.15x22 24-19 21.22-25 31-26 22.25-30
26-22 23.30-26 22-18 24.6-10 1-0

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.26, Part Il, p3

Date: 1901.01.14
Site: USA Minneapolis, MN

(917)

Event: Pillsbury Exhibition: Blindfold Simultaneous

Black: Pillsbury,HN (sans voir)
White: Hegg,C
Opening: [040] Double Corner

1.9-14 22-18 2.5-9 24-20 3.11-16 20x11
4.8x22 25x18 5.4-8 28-24 6.8-11 29-25
7.10-15 25-22 8.6-10 24-20 9.15-19 23x16
10.14x23 26x19 11.2-6 30-26 12.9-13 27-23
13.6-9 32-28 14.1-5 22-17 15.13x22 26x17
16.9-13 17-14 17.10x17 21x14 18.13-17

23-18 19.17-22 31-27 20.22-26 27-24
21.26-31 19-15 22.12x19 15x8 23.3x12
24x15 24.31-27 15-11 25.7x16 20x11
26.12-16 18-15 27.27-23 14-10 28.23-19
11-8 29.16-20 8-3 30.20-24 10-7 0-1

Minneapolis Journal, 1901.01.26, Part 1, p3

While Pillsbury was expected to arrive in Davenport on Monday, he was clearly in Minneapolis
that afternoon. The earliest train would appear to be the Monday night train departing 7:50pm
from Minneapolis and arriving in Davenport at 6:05am.

Harry N. Pillsbury, the great chess champion is expected to arrive in the city this evening at 8
o’clock. He will play at Turner hall tomorrow, Tuesday, and Wednesday evening. The games
will be arranged practically as they were before, that is, the first evening he will play

224



Harry N. Pillsbury, 1901

simultaneous games with members of the Davenport Chess club and Wednesday evening he will

play blindfolded and both at chess and checkers and possibly whist.
Davenport Daily Leader, 1901.01.14, p6

1901.01.15 Tue: Davenport, IA
e Evening: Simultaneous
30 games: 30 chess [+29=0-1]
e Evening: Card game with a party of ladies

Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess and checker player, is in the city, and will give an
exhibition at the Turner hall, this evening and to-morrow evening, under the auspices of the
Davenport Chess club. The players who are pitted against Mr. Pillsbury are requested to be at the

hall this evening at 7 o’clock.
Davenport Daily Leader, 1901.01.15, p11

At Turner Hall last evening Harry N. Pillsbury, the champion chess player, gave a fine exhibition
of the game, having for his opponents 30 Tri-City experts with whom he played simultaneously.

Mr. Pillsbury won all his games except one, the honor for this victory going to Dr. Ludwig [sic;
Ludewig] of Rock Island, and who was assisted by H. A. Weld. Those who opposed Mr.
Pillsbury at the tables were as follows:

Oscar Lischer, Harry Ainsworth, B. C. Friedholdt, J. E. Allen, Jos. Bergdahl, J. G. Palmer, Felix
Hirschl, Otto Potthorst, J. F. Boepple, H. A. Weld, E. M. Sala, M. M. Heeney, W. E. Renning,
E. Von Hein, H. C. Lambach, W. H. Ludwig, Dr. R. Jay, Max Hellpenstell, Chas. P. Gritzka, C
[sic; O]. Schreiber, C. E. Pester, F. H. Morse, Ed Lischer, Col. A. L. Mitchell, John Lietz, C. C.
Haugh, R. A. Rowley, Geo. Metzger, A. Bergman.

In addition to the above games Mr. Pillsbury played a game of cards with a party of ladies. This

evening he will play at chess blindfolded, 16 of the best players in the tri-cities.
Davenport Daily Leader, 1901.01.16, p6

1901.01.16 Wed: Davenport, IA
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous begins
17 games: 16 chess [+15=0-0], 1 checkers [+1=0-0]

Tonight will be the last game of chess that the American champion chess player Harry N.
Pillsbury will play as a single man. He is to be married tomorrow. After the games have been
completed this evening he will leave for Chicago where the wedding will take place.

Mr. Pillsbury did not confide the name of the lady but it is understood that she is an eastern lady
and that she will make a happy consort for the great chess player. His Davenport friends will

wish him all sort of success and happiness in his happy union.
Davenport Daily Leader, 1901.01.16, p6

The following players were pitted against Harry N. Pillsbury in the 16 games of chess in which
he was blindfolded:

Col. A. L. Mitchell, Dr. E. M. Sala, C. E. Adams, Charles C [sic; P]. Gritzka, G [sic; A].
Bergman, Oscar Schreiber, J. E. Allen, Ed. Lischer, Harry Ainsworth, Max Helpenstell, Barney
Friedholdt, Oscar Lischer, F. H. Morse, R. A. Rowley, George Metzger, Dr. Robert Jay, Sr.

This is double the number any chess expert has opposed while playing blindfolded.

At 1 o’clock this morning ten of the players had quit while the other six were still fighting for
supremacy. At the conclusion of the tournament last evening Mr. Pillsbury had won sixteen
games of chess and one of checkers, none of the players being in the game at any time. This

indeed is a fine record for the chess expert.
Davenport Daily Leader, 1901.01.17, p6

1901.01.17 Thu: Davenport, IA
e Predawn: Blindfold Simultaneous concludes after lam

At 1 o’clock this morning ten of the players had quit while the other six were still fighting for

supremacy.
Davenport Daily Leader, 1901.01.17, p6

225




Harry N. Pillsbury, 1901

1901.01.17 Thu: Chicago, IL
e Morning: Arrives in Chicago
e Morning: Gets married
e Evening: Simultaneous (University club)
14 games: 14 chess [+6=2-6] at knight and move odds

Harry N. Pillsbury of Philadelphia, chess champion of America, added a dash of romance to one
of his business trips yesterday by meeting and wedding in Chicago Miss Mary E. Bush, also of
Philadelphia. The couple are at the Morrison Hotel, but will leave today for St. Louis.

Mr. Pillsbury did no let his marriage interfere with a professional engagement last evening in the
University club. He played fourteen simultaneous games with members of the club, granting the
odds of a knight and a move on every board. At the end of the evening it was found that honors
were even.

A month ago Mr. Pillsbury left Philadelphia for a professional trip in the Northwest. After
playing many severe test games in St. Paul and Minneapolis, he visited the Dakotas, and later
went to lowa. He played at Davenport on Wednesday night, and arrived in Chicago yesterday
morning.

Apparently the marriage had been arranged before hand, for Miss Bush was in this city to meet
her future husband, having come on from Philadelphia. They took quarters at the Morrison and
were married privately.

Mr. Pillsbury declined to discuss his wedding more than to admit that he and Miss Bush had
been married in Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Pillsbury are each 28 years old. Mrs. Pillsbury is a
brunette. Mr. Pillsbury has interspersed his chess playing with the study of law, and intends
ultimately to go into practice. Of late he has given some time from chess to the game of
checkers.

The visit Mr. Pillsbury paid to the University club last night was his third in two years. This
organization has more chess players among its members than many chess clubs can boast of.
Frequently eight or ten games may be found in progress, and in many of them the quality of play
is of a high order.

After being introduced to the members and invited guests by Thomas Taylor Jr. of the
Entertainment committee, Mr. Pillsbury undertook the enormous task of playing fourteen games
simultaneously and granting the odds of a knight and move on every board.

On a previous occasion he found no difficulty in winning a good majority of the games under
these conditions, but he was not aware of the fact that the chess faction of the club had increased
in strength at least a pawn and move since his first visit two years ago.

In addition to the odds given Mr. Pillsbury permitted two or more players to consult and at many
of the boards this was done. When play ceased, after three hours, it was found that honors were
exactly even. Mr. Pillsbury winning six games, drawing two, and losing six.

The following men were the principals in the several games and the result of their games is given
in the following table. The openings are not named because owing to the nature of the odds the
champion was obliged to, or at least did, adopt such close games as the Fianchetto, French
defense, and similar débuts on nearly all the boards:

1. Henry J. Peet Lost
2. James B. Waller Won
3. Dr. Joseph W. Wassall Draw
4. John A. Ryerson Lost
5. Samuel A. Lynde Lost
6. Joseph L. Silsbee Won
7. Clarence A. Burley Lost
8. Thomas Taylor Jr. Lost
9. William M. Le Moyne Lost
10. Albert Knight Won
11. William Waller Won
12. wWilliam B. McIlvaine Won
13. Edson Keith Draw
14. Jarvis Hunt Won

Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.18, p1
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Chicago, Jan.18.—Harry N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of America, came to Chicago from
Davenport yesterday and registered at the Morrison Hotel. He had been in town but a few hours
when he reappeared at the hotel desk and penned an addition on the register. The revised
signature read, Mr. and Mrs. H. N. Pillsbury.

Marriage license records show that Mrs. Pillsbury was Miss Mary E. Bush, whose home was
given as Philadelphia. Mr. Pillsbury came to Chicago two weeks ago to arrange the details and

when he returned yesterday all was in readiness for the ceremony.
Davenport Daily Republican, Morning Edition, 1901.01.19, p1

Harry N. Pillsbury and Miss Mary E. Bush, both of Philadelphia, were united in marriage in
Chicago on the morning of Jan.17. The ceremony, which was entirely private, was performed by
the Rev. Frank Dewitt Talmage. They had been engaged for three years, and the American chess
champion made the best move in his life when he procured that license. Had not Mr. Pillsbury
been a chess expert he probably would never have known Miss Bush. Their first meeting
occurred during one of the champion’s professional engagements.

Mrs. Pillsbury is the daughter of the late Judge Bush of Monticello, N. Y., who was State Senator
when he died a few years ago. The few chess friends who had the pleasure of meeting
Mrs. Pillsbury were charmed by her beauty and gift of conversation. She will accompany her
husband on his tour through the South and to the Pacific coast. They left for St. Louis on Friday
morning.

At the University club last Thursday evening Mr. Pillsbury encountered fourteen players
simultaneously, and gave the odds of knight and move at each board. This was too heavy a
handicap, and resulted in an even score—6 to 6, 2 drawn. The champion would not admit that
possibly he was not in his best form on his wedding day, but justly paid the club the compliment

that its chess players averaged pawn and move stronger than they did two years ago.
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.20, p20

Miss Mary Ellen Bush, youngest daughter of the late Judge Albert J. Bush, (and step-daughter of
F. Pelton, Esq.,) of this village, was married to Mr. Harry N. Pillsbury, the renowned chess
champion, on January 17th. The marriage was at Chicago, at the residence of the bride’s brother,
and the ceremony was performed by the Rev. Frank DeWitt Talmage. The Chicago Journal of
the 18th inst. says:

“A month ago Mr. Pillsbury left Philadelphia for a professional trip in the Northwest.
After playing many severe test games in St. Paul and Minneapolis, he visited the
Dakotas, and later went to lowa. He played at Davenport on Wednesday night and
arrived in Chicago yesterday morning.

“Apparently the marriage had been arranged before hand, for Miss Bush was in this
city to meet her future husband, having come on from Philadelphia. They took
quarters at the Morrison and were married privately.

“Mr. Pillsbury declined to discuss his wedding more than to admit that he and Miss
Bush had been marred in Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Pillsbury are each 28 years old.
Mrs. Pillsbury is a brunette. Mr. Pillsbury has interspersed his chess playing with the
study of law and intends ultimately to go into practice.”

Mrs. Pillsbury will accompany her husband in his third annual tour in the cities of this country,
continuing until March 1st, next, when they will leave for Europe for the purpose of participating
in the coming International Tournament at Monte Carlo; after which he will give a series of his

“blindfold” performances in European cities.
Monticello Republican Watchman, 1901.01.18, p3

Harry N. Pillsbury and Miss Mary E. Bush, both of Philadelphia, were united in marriage in
Chicago on the morning of Jan.17. The ceremony, which was entirely private, was performed by
Rev. Frank Dewitt Talmage. They had been engaged for three years, and the American chess
champion made the best move in his life when he procured that license. Had not Mr. Pillsbury
been a chess expert he probably would never have known Miss Bush. Their first meeting
occurred during one of the champion’s professional engagements.

Mrs. Pillsbury is the daughter of the late Judge Bush, of Monticello, N. Y., who was State
Senator when he died a few years ago. The few chess friends who had the pleasure of meeting
Mrs. Pillsbury were charmed by her beauty and gift of conversation. She will accompany her
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husband on his tour through the South and to the Pacific coast. They left for St. Louis on Friday

morning.
Checkmate, v1 nl, January 1901, p5

We announced briefly last month the marriage of Mr. H. N. Pillsbury, the American chess
champion, and now we have the pleasure in giving a few more authentic particulars. Harry N.
Pillsbury and Mary E. Bush were married in Chicago, Ill., on January 17th, 1901, by the
Rev. Frank de Witt Talmage, at the home of Mr. Bush, a brother of the bride. The bride is the
daughter of the late Albert J. Bush, who at this death was judge of the County Court, Sullivan
County, New York, and resided at Monticello. Judge Bush was considered the ablest lawyer in
Sullivan County, and up to the date of his death was respected by all throughout the community
in which he resided alike for his ability and integrity of purpose. His daughter was born at
Monticello, and resided there with her mother several years after the death of her father. She and
Mr. Pillsbury have been friends for many years. Prior to her marriage Mrs. Pillsbury spent some
time in Philadelphia with friends of her family, and during that time many of Mr. Pillsbury’s
friends had the pleasure of meeting her. All were charmed not only with Mrs. Pillsbury’s beauty,
but with her unusually bright mental attainments, and now unite in extending to Mr. Pillsbury
their heartiest congratulations. The only regret of Mr. and Mrs. Pillsbury’s friends was that the
marriage did not take place in Philadelphia, but this unfortunately was prevented by Mr.
Pillsbury’s business engagements. Mr. and Mrs. Pillsbury at present are enjoying an extended

tour through the southern and western portions of the United States.
British Chess Magazine, v21, March 1901, pp101-102

1901.01.18 Fri: Chicago, IL
e Morning: Left for St. Louis

Harry N. Pillsbury of Philadelphia [...] will leave today for St. Louis.
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.18, p1

They left for St. Louis on Friday morning.
Chicago Tribune, 1901.01.20, p20

1901.01.18 Fri: St. Louils, MO (Office Men's Club)
e Evening: Arrived in St. Louis, registered at Rozier Hotel
e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous

7 games: 7 chess [+7=0-0]

Chess Champion Harry N. Pillsbury was expected in St. Louis yesterday morning, but he didn’t
get in until the evening. Behind the delay there was a little romance which is made plain in the
following press telegram received from Chicago yesterday.

“Harry N. Pillsbury, champion chess player of America, came to Chicago from
Philadelphia yesterday and registered at the Morrison Hotel. He had been in town but
a few hours when he reappeared at the desk and shyly penned an addition to the
name on the register. The revised signature read, ‘Mr. and Mrs. H. N. Pillsbury.’

“Marriage license records show that Mrs. Pillsbury was Miss Mary E. Bush, whose
home was given as Philadelphia. Mr. Pillsbury came to Chicago two weeks ago to
arrange the details, and when he returned yesterday all was in readiness for the
ceremony.”

Mr. Pillsbury brought his bride with him when he came here. He missed his afternoon
engagements, the principal one of which was, of course, the first match game with Mr. Max
Judd, which was to have been played at the St. Louis Chess Club in the Emilie building in the
afternoon, and which in consequence, has been postponed until this afternoon, when it will be
played at the place originally scheduled.

Mr. Pillsbury’s exhibition last night showed that he retains all of his old brilliancy. It was given
at the Office Men’s Club, the main feature being seven games at blindfold chess against the best
players in St. Louis, all of which he won. Opposed to him were Schrader at board No. 1, J. Y.
Downman and Spedding at No. 2, Holman and Andrews at No. 3, Colby and Baker at No. 4,
S. R. Burgess and Finch at No. 5, and McFarlane [sic; McFarland] and Roebke at No. 6. The
players at the last five, or course, played in consultation, while Mr. Schrader elected to go it
alone. The local men were supplied with the full equipment of boards and men, while Mr.
Pillsbury sat in an adjoining room by himself, smoking his inevitable cigar, and calling off his
answering moves to each as announced to him as calmly as though he had every game set fairly
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before him on a board, instead of having to rely entirely upon the picture of each which he
carried in his mind.

He took the move at boards Nos. 1, 3 and 5, and took the defense at the other three. At board No.
2 Messrs. Downman and Spedding were soon in difficulty and resigned, but immediately began a
new game, which they also lost.

Mr. Pillsbury then gave a new memory test. Taking a deck of cards, Mr. Downman removed
23 of them and laid them aside. Then, taking the other 29, he read them off slowly to Mr.
Pillsbury, who fixed them in his mind. This took about ten minutes, at the expiration of which
Mr. Downman spread the remaining 23 on a table in the next room, face up, and Mr. Pillsbury
called off each one in the pack, giving the designation and suit. Another memory test, still more
severe, which he will undergo probably at the Mercantile Club Tuesday afternoon, is to fix the
names of the 52 cards in the desk in his mind, with a number for each, and then call off the card
and suit corresponding to any number called for. For instance, he will associate in his mind say
the nine of diamonds as No. 1, the king of clubs No. 2, the ace of spades as No. 3, and so on, and
then he will give at request the card responding to any number called for, or tell what card

corresponds with any number mentioned.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1901.01.19, p7

Harry N. Pillsbury, chess champion, and Max Judd, whose reputation as a chess player is
international, began play Saturday in the game postponed from Friday on account of the failure
of the former to arrive on time.

The contest is being held at the quarters of the St. Louis Chess Club in the Emelie [sic; Emilie]
building at Ninth and Olive streets.

The match will likely last well into the evening, as Mr. Judd is a foeman worthy of his
antagonist. He has played in all the European capitals and once defeated Pillsbury.

A romance is back of Mr. Pillsbury’s tardiness in arriving in St. Louis. An affair with Dan Cupid
detained him in Philadelphia, where he was married this week to Miss Mary E. Bush.

Friday evening Mr. Pillsbury gave an exhibition of his skill at the Office Men’s Club, the chief
feature being seven simultaneous games of blindfold chess played by him against picked local
men.

He took the move in three of the games and the defense in the remainder. He won all of them
without difficulty.

After the chess games were concluded he entertained the assembly with feats of memory, one of
which consisted in repeating accurately the name and suit of 29 playing cards which had been
called off to him.

Saturday evening he will play 16 blindfold games simultaneously. The highest number of games

he has heretofore attempted in this manner was 12.
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1901.01.19, p2

H. N. Pillsbury, the chess expert, arrived in the city last night to play a series of chess games
with local men. Mr. Pillsbury is accompanied by his bride. He was married in Chicago before
leaving there yesterday. The wedding was a surprise to his friends. Mr. Pillsbury was reticent
concerning the marriage. He introduced a number of his St. Louis friends to Mrs. Pillsbury last
night.

A Republic reporter called at the Rozier Hotel, were he was registered, but the chess expert
refused to be interviewed. One of his friends said last night that while Mr. Pillsbury had no
scruples about talking of his profession, he did not care to discuss the marriage; that it was a

private matter and he did not desire any notoriety.
St. Louis Republic, 1901.01.19, p5

1901.01.19 Sat: St. Louis, MO

e Afternoon: Match game vs Judd (Mercantile Club)
1 game: 1 chess [+1=0-0]

e Evening: Blindfold Simultaneous (Office Men's Club)
16 games: 16 chess [+14=1-1]
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His programme for to-day consists of his game with Mr. Judd, which will be played at 2 o’clock,
and in the evening at the Office Men’s Club he will play sixteen games blindfolded. The highest
number he was ever undertaken here sans voir, is twelve, but he has completed twenty such
games simultaneously, this being the greatest number ever played blindfolded in the history of

the game.
St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, 1901.01.19, p7

Mr. Pillsbury, the American chess champion, who at present combines pleasure and business
with his tribal tour, played and defeated Max Judd, the chess champion of St. Louis, at the
Mercantile Club yesterday. Mr. Pillsbury won in thirty moves. Mr. Judd was in a bad hole and
resigned. Up to the twenty-sixth move it was a very clever and exciting game. Then Mr. Judd
happened to overlook the fact that rook was bearing on knight. He left an opening which the
bridegroom was not slow about accepting. It was a highly entertaining game while it lasted, and

it was any one’s victory until M